
Online Membership & Growth

GK Presentation – Leadership 

Bill Newbrough – Online Membership & Growth Director



Let’s be clear 

• The online “kofc.org/join” application is a powerful tool to 
promote new membership and it’s working!  

• In fraternal year ‘22-23, MD welcomed 580; ‘23-24 – 640 
and in ‘24 – ’25 – over 780 new  Brother Knights 
welcomed through the Online application process!



In Maryland , our  new members are voting with 
their devices…..

• Some recent numbers as of early June 
2025 in the MD Jurisdiction

• 1027 New Members in the Maryland 
jurisdiction

• 772 joined through the Online 
Application

• That’s 75%  of new growth through 
Online process in MD

and that # could be higher………



Fraternal Year 2022-2023 Intake Percentage 
(US & CAN) 

Order wide - A Look At The Numbers



Maryland Online Applications



Maryland by the Numbers



So….why join Online    
          vs “Ye Olde Form 100”???



Benefits of Online Membership

• Flexibility - Meet Them Where They Are!  Sign up 
new members on the spot or at their convenience!

• Efficiency!  Member info data transfer vs Form in 
triplicate that must be manually entered

• Cost effective - 1 Year Free Membership! “Blessed 
McGivney” Promo Code

• Informative! – 10 Week Onboarding curriculum 
available only to Online Members!



10 Week Onboarding curriculum 
available only to Online Members!



Maximizing our outreach and opportunity to 
join - increased by an order of magnitude! 

VERSUS 

365 days a year / 24 hours a day / 7 days a week 



Each new Online Member represents unlimited potential for 
volunteer support, fresh ideas & renewed leadership for our 
councils….

Online Member Represents 



One of the best days of my life!



The Online Member took the 1st 
step……Councils must now…..

• Welcome New Members 

• Invite to Charitable / 
Fraternal events

• Engage these New Members

• Get them to an 
Exemplification

• Make them a member of your 
Council!



Online Members have taken….. 
“The 1st step”

• They’ve demonstrated their interest!

• And confirmed their eligibility

• They have chosen a council or been 
assigned to a council by the Online 
Membership Chair

• They show up in the “Prospect Tab”



Online Members who express an interest in a preferred 
council or are assigned  will appear in the council 
“Prospect Tab” in Officers Online



Check Council Prospect Tab Often – GK & FS have            
access in officers online; DDs can view District Prospects



Familiarize yourself with the process, 
procedures and tools at your disposal

https://www.kofc.org/en/videos/fraternal-training-library.html



Who can view the Council Prospect 
Tab? 

• Assigned/Unassigned Prospect Tab for all Online Joins in 

Jurisdiction

• State Deputy

• State Membership Director

• Assigned Prospect Tab for Council - Approve/Reject

• Grand Knight

• Financial Secretary

• Assigned Prospect Tab for all Councils in District -  Read Only

• District Deputy



If an Online Member is Rejected From a 
Council Prospect Tab…

1. He will be moved to the State Unassigned Prospect Tab

2. Rejecting Council must provide reason:

• “Council Incompatible”:

—Assign the member to a different, more appropriate council

• “Does Not Want to Transfer”:

—Most common reason for rejection 

• “Eligibility Concerns”:

—Attends non-Catholic Church; Didn’t understand eligibility 

requirementsup with rejected Online Members



Missing a Prospect?

Top Reasons

• He is an out of state resident

• He mistakenly entered the wrong Council #

• He is already a member of the Order and 

created a duplicate membership



Candidate Tab

A great way to build data of potential new members 
and conduct transfers & reactivations 



Order wide - 61% of new online members have 
transferred to local Councils …..what’s the hold up for 
the other 39%?
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•The most frequent complaints heard from those 
who have not transferred to a local council….

• “Nobody contacted me locally”

• “I haven’t been invited to participate in a 
service, volunteer or charitable opportunity”

• “No one seems interested in having me join 
their council”



in FY ’24-25 MD State Conversion Rate - 74% from Online 
to Local Membership….what’s the key to success?



Personal contact, Warm welcome, invitations and 
exemplifications are so important!    
             We are not a virtual Order!
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Meet Cristhian de Natali Bellina……Joined the 
Order during Holy Week penance service.  Was 
exemplified on Palm Sunday!



His entire family attended!  Was ushering at the Shrine at 
Easter!  You don’t join the Knights…You become a 
Knight!



Now he’s a 4th Degree Sir Knight!



In a world where Catholic men are often on the go - 
Online Membership provides ……..

• Flexibility  to join when & 
where it works for them! 

• As well as sustainability for 
the future of our Councils 
& Charitable Work

• Let’s take a look at the join 
process........



Online Membership Join Application – kofc.org/join 



Enter Phone; birth date; check eligibility boxes & enter mailing address.  
An applicant can choose to use an Agent Referral Code OR a Promo 
Code but not both. 



If there is a preferred local council, applicant can enter it’s # and the # of the 
member who referred them.  And their parish name!

Member agrees to abide by the Laws and Rules of the Order



Click “BLESSEDMCGIVNEY” to enter the promo code for free 1 year 
membership and be sure to press the ADD button…..



The amount will show $0.00.  Confirm “Not a robot” and hit “Join” to 
submit application!



Read the fine print on the 
           Confirmation Email!



Final step!  The candidate must confirm the 
application in his personal email!



It’s Official!!



In your leadership role, you have a  critical role in promoting 
the Online Membership Option & communicating….
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• The urgent need for new members and why it matters.  The future 
success of our good works depends on it!  

• The value of maximizing our outreach and the impact of a 365 days 
per year - 24 / 7  invitation & opportunity to join when & where it works 
for new members. 

• The value of “The First Step” that the new member has taken in 
expressing an interest in joining our Order

• The absolute importance of immediate outreach to welcome, engage 
and exemplify our new members!



Remember to ……

• Encourage new members to enter a preferred council 
number when applying for  membership online

• Check your council Prospect Tab frequently!

• Include the kofc.org/joinus QR code in your council tri-fold 
and membership drive handouts 

• Be prepared to tell your story!  Why you became a 
Knight and why you remain a Knight! 



Make full use of this powerful membership building 
resource by…..

• Actively promoting the use of the Online Membership 
Join opportunity……

• During your council’s charitable programs and fraternal 
gatherings

• At your parish events

• Before & after Delta Church Drives

• Before and after exemplifications

• At CYO sports events, family activities  and social events



Questions / Discussion

Bill Newbrough
Online Council Growth Chairman

bnewbrough2912@comcast.net

301-452-6124
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