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State Chaplain’s Message 
 

Fr Donald Grzymski  OFM Conv 
Email: frdonaldg@gmail.com  -  (410) 960-7294  

At Sunday Mass we generally recite the Nicene Creed after the homily and before the interces-
sions, but on Easter Sunday we say “I do (believe)” to the various parts of the creed as we renew 
our baptismal promises.  In either format, it’s possible to go through the Creed without much 
thought as to what we are saying; that can be the downside of something we recite so often. 

   
This year is the 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea (now a city in Turkey), which met 
from May to July in the year 325.  Keep in mind that the Church had just been recognized in the 
Roman Empire, could publicly function and worship, and so it was the perfect time to make sure 
there was unity in what was being taught.  That was also a goal of Constantine, who had become 
the sole emperor, and he wanted peace among all members of the empire.  This is generally con-

sidered the first of the ecumenical councils, with about 300 bishops participating.   
  
A main topic was a discussion on the divine nature of Christ, and the relationship between God the Father and God the Son.  
The divine nature was disputed by the priest Arius, and his teaching was condemned as heretical.  It is from there that we have 
come to profess that Jesus is “consubstantial with the Father.”  This council also agreed on a uniform observance of the date 
for Easter, and had the first codification of Church (canon) laws.  
  

I believe an anniversary like this can help us appreciate how the Church reached its explanations of critical teachings, and re-
minds that the Pope, along with the bishops of the Church, form the “magisterium,” the teaching body of the Church.  All 
these centuries later we are still using one of the products of that Council. 
  
This might also be a good month to take one’s time slowly going through the Nicene Creed, reflecting on each of the state-
ments, and perhaps looking for a fuller explanation of any part that is less than clear.  A helpful resource for such questions is 

always the “Catechism of the Catholic Church” published in 1994. For anyone trying to better understand what the Church 
teaches on a particular topic it is a great resource. 
 
Finally, as the State Convention is held early this month, let’s offer a prayer for all who fill a leadership role here in Maryland 
at the council, district and state levels.  May they help all the Knights and Ladies be a force for good here in our state. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Vivat Jesus! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Fr. Donald 

 

Liturgical Calendar 

  1  May     Saint Joseph the Worker  

  2  May     Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

  3  May     Saints Philip and James, Apostles    

 10 May     Saint Damien de Veuster, Priest  

 12 May     Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; Saint Pancras, Martyr  

 13 May     Our Lady of Fatima  

 14 May     Saint Matthias, Apostle  

 15 May     Saint Isidore  

 20 May     Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest  

 21 May     Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs  

 22 May     Saint Rita of Cascia, Religious  

 26 May     Saint Philip Neri, Priest   

 27 May     Saint Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop  

 29 May     Saint Paul VI, Pope  

 31 May     The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
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State Deputy’s Message 

 

               Tony Salvemini 

               a.ns@comcast.net  - (240) 472-7645 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tony 
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State Deputy’s Message 
               Continued 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tony 
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 Greetings from 
the First Lady  

of  the Maryland State Council 
 

Kathy Salvemini  

kathykofc@gmail.com -   301-758-4100  
 

 
Hello Maryland Ladies! 
 
After a long wait, spring finally arrived in Maryland and ushered in Eastertide. I hope you all had a 
blessed Easter celebration with your family and friends.  
 
I’m looking forward to seeing many of you this first weekend in May at the 127th Maryland State Council 
Convention in Annapolis! I have two events for ladies planned with my Ladies Activities Committee, 
Kathy’s Buds. We’ve put in a lot of work, and I think they’ll be wonderful opportunities to have fun and 
make new friends. I’ll share pictures from these events in next month’s newsletter. 

 
Congratulations in advance to the Ladies Auxiliaries who have been selected to receive awards at the Convention Awards Cer-
emony! There were so many incredible events held by auxiliaries around the state that choosing the winners was a real chal-
lenge. A big thank you goes out to everyone who participated in the awards process. Winners will be posted on the state web-
site after the convention, and we’ll list the winners and their event titles in the June Auxiliary Newsletter article. 
 
May marks the month for celebrating Mother’s Day. I looked up the definition of mother and found a wide variety of meanings 
for the word. Essentially, it can be applied to a woman who is the parent of a child through biology or adoption, or who in a 
societal sense, has contributed to raising a child by providing care, support, and nurturing. Many women do not claim a child 
of their own but have participated in raising a child in their family or community. This month, I applaud all mothers who fit 
any of these definitions, and I wish you each a very Happy Mother's Day. 
 
Since his installation, Tony has asked everyone in the Maryland Knights of Columbus family to Make a Difference in 
Someone’s Life. I am filled with pride to see how many of you have taken this challenge to heart! Thank you for everything 
you do for your loved ones, communities, and the Knights of Columbus. 
 
 
                                                                                            Kathy 
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Training Message 

Worthy Brother Knights and Sons of the Ancient Church, FM Joe Murtha, a master of the apt phrase, once 

said that training is rather like a bikini: long enough to cover the subject, but short enough to keep it inter-

esting. The upcoming training events all embrace that philosophy in spades.  Never has time management 

been so vital. Grand Knights should avail themselves of the opportunities below. 

 

 

Training Can Make a Difference in Someone's Life! 
 

ONLINE TRAINING SCHEDULE 
Register for upcoming online sessions by clicking on the links below or you can watch on demand after 
the live session. On demand training can be found at kofc.org/training. 
  
Upcoming Training Sessions (Note: All Times are Eastern) 
English Training: 
May 8, 2025 8:00 PM.............District Deputy Training Part One 
May 14, 2025 8:00 PM...........Grand Knight Training: Part Two 
May 20, 2025 8:00 PM...........Completing Forms 185 and 365 
May 27, 2025 10:00 PM.........Fraternal Year Transition Tips 
 
Formation en français: 
13 Mai 2025, 19 h.................Revitalisation du Conseil 
21 Mai 2025, 19 h 30............Compléter les Rapports 185 et 365 
 
Capacitación en español: 
1 de Mayo 2025 8:00 PM..........Preparación y Realización de Elecciones del Consejo 
14 de Mayo 2025 8:00 PM........Guía de Inicio Rápido para Fu   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Rob Van Rite 

               JTCoulton@gmail.com   (301) 910-4524/(301) 805-0091 

Vivat Jesus, 

Rob 

https://xqrmq6aab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YvkeuyUBfzfLcpgdN-bEbwNBJ38Vl_S0EvbDh17SsSrAfTHOk8jNfMYhjD_nvqxokIeUz_VcEYuqELYjcH1whgaJUxnycng3uj6_DsqaORDEjjIjdsBlKCTzdPu-o4YGuW8yiGxPY7rn69QY-WHATGuJSuBdTA_c-272chb_Fgj7qeAWU2PnBH4FmO_2OyDRPC5rqkTa9UELqhUKKoazvOJ2IF
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Council Growth 
Terry Waters 

tejowat12127@outlook.com -  (571)-269-5097  
 

Membership 
Worthy Brothers All,  

One of my greatest joys as State Membership Director comes from hearing stories shared by coun-
cils who proudly speak of their excitement around welcoming men into the Order. This month, I am 
happy to share a few of those inspiring highlights with you! 
 
Grand Knight Al Grasley of Archbishop Sheen Council No. 7612 last month welcomed a special 
man into his council. Al’s son, Matthew, recently turned 18 and on that very day, became a brother 
Knight! Who says young men are hesitant to join the Order! Congratulations to Al and to Matt- and 

to the entire council for creating a culture where an 18-year-old man immediately found a welcome home to put his faith in 
action. 
 
Grand Knight Sean McFarland of St. John’s Council No. 1622 shared a picture of the council’s recent impressive exemplifica-
tion. It involved welcoming eight men into the Order that afternoon, an event that created another Star council! This is a won-
derful example of a council whose “can-do” attitude, led by Sean and Membership Director Rick Babbitt, are making a differ-
ence in so many lives! 
 
It also was rewarding to see Grand Knights Ike Udejiofor of Mother Seton Council No. 5381 and Frank Arlinghaus of St. Lou-
is the King Council No. 11898 honor Silver Knight Award winners in their councils. Emmanuel Amanyeiwe and DD Herman 
Stewart, respectively, were proud recipients of the award, which recognizes Knights who have recruited at least two men into 
the Order during the fraternal year.  
 
There is much good news happening throughout Maryland this year and I hope that you are experiencing some of the excite-
ment and joy that comes from offering men the opportunity to become Knights. And please remember the many opportunities 
(and responsibility) that all of us have to continually extend an invitation! OCIA Catholic men, “That Man is You” groups, 
RSVP seminarians, council events, to name a few. The future of our councils and our mission is totally within our hands. It’s 
simply up to us to put our faith into action by making the most of these.  
 
See you at the Maryland State Convention!  
 
 

Vivat Jesus, 
Terry 

kofc.org/unite          kofc.org/join        
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State Programs 
Alan Pultyniewicz  

apulty@yahoo.com -  410-491-8742  
 

Faith In Action – Make A Difference in Someone’s Life 

My Brothers All,  

Christ is Risen! Alleluia! I pray that you are your family are having a blessed Easter Season. The East-

er season is a terrific opportunity for you and your councils to conduct meaningful Faith in Action 

Programs that make a difference in someone’s life.  Here are some FIA Program ideas for May and 

June: 

 Mother’s Day is May 11th. Distribute marigolds or flowers to the mothers and ladies in your 

council and parish. 

 May is the month of Our Lady. Host regularly scheduled rosaries for your council and parish. For more information, vis-

it kofc.org/rosary. 

 Pass the Hat for Aid and Support After Pregnancy. Collect donations to support a pregnancy center in your community. 

Pray for life and for all mothers and their babies. As of March, the Maryland jurisdiction ranks ninth in the amount of 

council donations with  $104,395 donated. Thank you! 

 Meet with your Pastor and plan a Eucharistic procession for the Feast of Corpus Christi. For information and planning 

resources, visit https://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-faith/eucharist.html.  

 June is the month of the Sacred Heart. Host the Sacred Heart of Jesus Pilgrim Icon for your parish. If your council isn’t 

scheduled to have the Icon, you can still plan a Sacred Heart Holy Hour (without the Pilgrim Icon). The Feast of the Most 

Sacred Heart of Jesus is June 27th. Download the Sacred Heart Holy Hour resource guide at: https://www.kofc.org/un/en/

resources/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon/5050-pilgrim-icon-prayer-booklet.pdf.  

Remember to submit your Faith in Action Program Form 10784 after every program. Be sure to forward copies of your 10784 

to reports@kofc-md.org and to your District Deputy.  

The deadline for councils to submit the Columbian Award Application (SP-7) to Supreme is rapidly approaching - due June 

30th. Please, don’t wait until June 30th to submit the report.  If you submit the report early and Supreme sends it back to you 

due to an error, you will have time to revise and resubmit the form by June 30th. The Columbian Award Application is a re-

quirement for Star Council.  

Bring your family and friends to the Maryland State Council family picnic on Saturday, May 17 at Seneca Creek State Park. 

Invite a friend from work or your parish who is considering joining the Order.  This is a wonderful opportunity to show that 

we are a faith-filled and family-centered organization. Plus, we will have plenty of food and drinks. For more information and 

to register, check out the flyer in this newsletter or check it out on our website at: https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/

uploads/2025/04/2025-State-Picnic-Flyer.pdf.  

I look forward to seeing you in Annapolis for the convention. We will “Pass the Hat” at the convention to collect funds to sup-

port Aid and Support After Pregnancy. Councils will also be able to pick up their Cash Incentive Sweepstakes tickets. Thank 

you for all that you do to make a difference in someone’s life.  

 

Vivat Jesus,  

Alan Pultyniewicz 
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Hispanic Activities 
Armando Fernandez 

armfernandez@gmail.com -  (443)-691-7718  
 

¡Hola Hermanos Caballeros! Ruego que ustedes y sus familias estén bien. 

“Hagamos una diferencia en la vida de alguien” 

Continuamos con la historia de Caballeros de Colon desde su fundacion hasta el dia de hoy, (vea el bulle-
tin de Julio 2024 donde empezamos esta historia). 

2000-2005 EL NUEVO MILENIO 

El 21 de mayo de 2000, el Papa Juan Pablo II canonizó a 25 mártires de México, incluyendo a seis miem-
bros de los Caballeros de Colón. Menos de un año después, Carl A. Anderson fue instalado como el 13º Caballero Supremo en 
la Ciudad de México y dedicó la Orden y su administración a María con el título de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. 

Después de los ataques terroristas del 11 de septiembre de 2001, la Orden entregó ayuda inmediata a las familias de los pri-
meros socorristas fallecidos. Cuando ocurrieron desastres naturales, como el huracán Katrina en 2005, los Caballeros también 
respondieron con ayuda inmediata. 

Por último, al igual que respondieron a las fuerzas del secularismo y los prejuicios en el pasado, los Caballeros han apoyado a 
sus obispos y han sido testigos de la importancia de la religión y la libertad religiosa para la sociedad. A medida que la causa 
de canonización del Venerable Michael McGivney avanza, también lo hacen sus Caballeros, buscando construir una civili-

zación de amor. 

2000 (imagen izquierda): El Papa Juan Pablo II canoniza a seis sacerdotes mexicanos miembros de los Caballeros de Colón 

que fueron martirizados durante la persecución de la Iglesia a principios del siglo XX. Al año siguiente, Juan Pablo II beatifica 
al Beato Carlos Rodríguez, un laico de Puerto Rico y miembro. Otros tres miembros de México han sido beatificados desde 
entonces, y uno ha sido canonizado. 

2001: El Museo de los Caballeros de Colón abre en New Haven. Además de una exposición permanente sobre la historia de la 
Orden, el museo ha presentado numerosas exposiciones temporales y obras de arte de valor incalculable, como el modelo de 
estudio de madera de 5 metros de Miguel Ángel para la cúpula de la Basílica de San Pedro. 

2001: En respuesta a los ataques terroristas del 11 de septiembre de 2001, el 12 de septiembre los Caballeros crean su Fondo 
de Héroes de 1 millón de dólares. Se entregan cheques de 3000 dólares a las familias de todos los profesionales a tiempo com-
pleto de las fuerzas del orden, bomberos y personal médico de emergencia que perdieron la vida en el World Trade Center y el 
Pentágono. Cuarenta y cinco Caballeros fueron asesinados el 11 de septiembre. 

2003: 100,000 ejemplares de un libro de oraciones de bolsillo, Armed With the Faith (Armados de Fe), son impresos por la 
Orden y la Arquidiócesis para los Servicios Militares de EE. UU., y enviados a las tropas en Irak y Afganistán, junto con 
10,000 rosarios. 

Vivat Jesus, 

                                                                                      Armando Fernandez 

     Caballeros de Colon en Annapolis 
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Maryland Knights 

In Action 

Council 17545 Holy Week Activities 

Council 18170 Holy Week Activities 

Council 17192 Holy Week Activities 

Council 16611 Holy Week Activities 
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Maryland State 

Ladies Auxiliary 

Happy Mother’s Day Ladies! 

Congratulations to all the award winners at this year’s convention!  So we don’t spoil any surprises, the 
names of the award winners will be released after the State Convention. Winners will be posted on the 
State Website. Winners and their first-place award applications will be posted on the members-only Face-
book page. Auxiliary members are eligible to join the group. If you haven’t joined yet, please use this Fa-
cebook Link and click Join Group. 

All the auxiliaries have done a fantastic job this year, and we could not be prouder of you. Now is the time 
to get ready for the new fraternal year. Depending on the length of terms written into your auxiliary’s bylaws, you may or may 
not be electing new officers this year. If you are electing officers, your nominating committee presented your slate at the April 
meeting. Elections will be held at your May meeting. As soon as your elections are held, please verify that we have your Presi-
dent’s correct name, address, mobile number, and email for the state directory.  

If you have new officers, please remember that your installation should be conducted by one of us or your District Deputy. 
When possible, the best practice is to combine your auxiliary’s installation with the council’s installation, but we understand 
that this is not always possible. Please work with us to schedule your installation at a time when one of us is available.  

Contact one of us if you have any questions. We are here to help! 

Make A Difference In Someone’s Life! 

 

Ruth, Juana, and Annette 
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Estado de Maryland 
Damas Auxiliares  

¡Damas, Feliz dia de las Madres! 
 
¡Felicitaciones a todas las ganadoras de premios de la convención de este año! Para no arruinar ninguna 
sorpresa, los nombres de las ganadoras se anunciarán después de la Convención Estatal. Las ganadoras se 
publicarán en el sitio web estatal. Las ganadoras y sus solicitudes para el primer lugar se publicarán en la 
página de Facebook exclusiva para miembros. Los miembros auxiliares pueden unirse al grupo. Si aún no 
se han unido, usen este enlace de Facebook - Facebook Link hagan clic en "Unirse al grupo". 
 

Todos los grupos auxiliares han hecho un trabajo fantástico este año, y estamos sumamente orgullosas de ustedes. Ahora es el 
momento de prepararse para el nuevo año fraternal. Dependiendo de la duración de los mandatos estipulados en los estatutos 
de su organización auxiliar, es posible que elijan o no nuevas funcionarias este año. Si están eligiendo funcionarias, su comité 
de nominaciones presentó su lista en la reunión de Abril. Las elecciones se llevarán a cabo en su reunión de Mayo. En cuanto 
se celebren las elecciones, por favor, verifiquen que tengamos el nombre, la dirección, el número de teléfono móvil y el correo 
electrónico correctos de su presidenta para el directorio estatal. 
 
Si eligieron nuevos oficiales, recuerden que su instalacion debe ser realizada por una de nosotras o por su Diputado de Distrito. 
Siempre que sea posible, lo ideal es combinar la instalacion de su grupo auxiliar con la del consejo de caballeros, pero entende-
mos que esto no siempre es posible. Por favor, colabore con nosotras para programar su instalacion en un momento en que una 
de nosotras esté disponible. 
 
Si tienes alguna pregunta, contáctanos. ¡Estamos aquí para ayudarte! 
Ruth Gusman – rthgsmn@gmail.com 
Annette Bishop – cannettebishopsc@gmail.com 
Juana Fernadez – boronasachez.jf@gmail.com 
 
¡Haz una diferencia en la vida de alguien! 
 

 
                                                                                
                                                                              Sus copresidentas,  
 
                                                                           Ruth, Juana, Annette 
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State Council Calendar 

 

2024-2025 

State Planning Calendar 

                

                              updated 04/25  

Month Date Event Location Contact 

May 2025 5/2 
State Convention 

5/2—5/4 

Crowne Plaza 

Annapolis 
E. Paul Jones 

 5/10 

Maryland District  

4th Degree 

Exemplification 

The Baltimore  

Basilica  

 

Jim Duryee 

 5/17 Statewide Family Picnic 

Seneca Creek 

State Park 

Gaithersburg, MD 

Alan 

Pultyniewicz 

 5/31 
AWD 4th Degree 

Exemplification 
Boswell Hall  Gus Gusman 

Jun 2025 6/4-9  SD Meeting at Supreme New Haven, CT Tony Salvemini 

 6/9 
Supreme Convention  

Planning Meeting 

St Agnes Council  

Baltimore, MD 

Tony Salvemini 

Jeffrey Wilk 

 
6/13 -

14 
Leadership Seminar 

Holy Family  

Catholic Church 

Davidsonville, MD 

Jeffrey Wilk 

 
6/27-

29 
State Camping Trip  

Homestead 

Campground 

Georgetown, DE  

Tom Reumont 

 6/30 

Columbian Award  

(Form SP -7) 

RSVP Program Refund  

Application  

  

  

Jul 2025 TBD 
Program and Membership 

Growth Seminar 
TBD 

Alan 

Pultyniewicz 

Terry Waters 

 7/10  Quo Vadis 

St Mary’s  

Seminary 

Baltimore, MD 

State Officers 

Aug 2025 8/5-7 143rd Supreme Convention  
Hilton DC 

Washington, DC  
Tony Salvemini 
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State Council Calendar 

 

2024-2025 

State Planning Calendar 

                

                              updated 04/25  

Month Date Event Location Contact 

Aug 2025 8/28 Seton Chapter Installation Seton Shrine Patrick Joy 

Oct 2025 TBD Navy Football Game 

Navy—Marine 

Corps Memorial 

Stadium 

Thom  

Partenope 

 10/11 Columbus Day Ball 
Columbus  

Gardens 

Steve Cohen 

E. Paul Jones  

 10/25 Fall Meeting Seton Shrine Jeffrey Wilk 

 TBD  
Statewide Soccer Shootout 

Finals 
TBD 

Walt Williams 

Tom Reumont 

Brian Trott 

Nov 2025 TBD Statewide Memorial Mass  
Shrine of  

St Anthony 

Michael  

Watson 

Dec 2025 12/13 State Christmas Party 
Columbus  

Gardens 
Jeffrey Wilk 

Jan 2026 1/10 Midterm Meeting 
Columbus  

Gardens 
Jeffrey Wilk 


