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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Mary, Mother of the Church 
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

INVALUABLE TO the Christian life is a warm and loving devotion to Mary, the 

Mother of God.  I was blessed to grow up in a home where the rosary was prayed 

daily, even on the busiest and most difficult days.  There was always a statue of the 

Blessed Mother in our home and other reminders of Mary’s love for us, her children.  

At school, May processions culminated in the crowning of a statue as we all sang to 

Our Lady.  

In time, I got into the habit of praying a daily rosary, and as I meditated on the life of 

Jesus through the eyes of Mary, my vocation came into sharper focus. In my final 

years at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md., I often went to the beauti-

ful grotto up the mountain, a national shrine dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes.  In 

the quiet of that grotto, my love for Mary deepened as I prepared to serve the Church 

as a priest.  

But it was not until I visited Lourdes, France, for the first time in the 1980s, that I 

was overwhelmed with the healing power of the Blessed Mother’s intercession.  In 

that holy place, where Mary revealed herself to St. Bernadette as the Immaculate 

Conception, I experienced a wonderful healing, cleansing and renewal of body, mind 

and spirit.  Over the years, I have returned to Lourdes many times, often with pil-
grims, many of whom suffer from serious illnesses.  I visit with them before they go 

into the baths and, when feasible, pray with them after they emerge.  The purifying love and powerful intercession of 

Mary is palpable in those encounters.  

My love for the Blessed Mother likewise intensified when I visited the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City 

for the first time in 1990 and looked upon her miraculous image.  The experience filled me with joy and opened my eyes 

to Mary’s role in the evangelization of the world.   

Inspired by these experiences, Marian devotion has become an essential part of my life.  Like every good Knight of Co-

lumbus, I carry a rosary in my pocket.  My father’s own K of C rosary also remains in the little chapel in my residence.  

When the house is quiet at night, I often slip into the chapel and pray with my dad’s rosary.  As I do so, I think about all 

the people I met during the day and the many people who asked me to pray for them.  As the day comes to a close, noth-

ing is more consoling than to spend a little time in conversation with Mary.  

I also look upon a beautiful statue of the Blessed Mother that I received from Cardinal James Hickey, my mentor and 

friend, when I became a bishop many years ago.  When I look upon that image, I never fail to pray for the cardinal, 

whose example and memory continue to influence my life so deeply.   

During the month of May, we honor Mary in a special way, and on June 10 (June 6, 2022, ed.), the Monday after Pente-

cost, we will celebrate her as the Mother of the Church.  Her virginity symbolizes the truth and purity of the Church’s 

teaching and the sacrifice that the Church daily offers. Her motherhood symbolizes the maternal care that the Church 

gives to us, her children, reborn by water and the Holy Spirit.  This love reaches us through many channels, not the least 

of which are the Church’s ministries of healing and charity.  And when members of the Knights of Columbus live the 

principle of charity, we help extend the loving care of the Church to the poor and the vulnerable.  

These days, though, it is the Church — sinful in her members — that needs healing.  Sins against young people and the 

failure of Church leaders to respond continue to haunt and hobble the Body of Christ.  Many practical steps still need to 

be taken to ensure that bishops and other leaders are held accountable for their actions. But those steps alone, important 

as they are, won’t fully heal the Church’s wounds.  For that, we must turn our gaze toward Mary, asking her prayers that 

the Church might be purified, cleansed, healed and renewed.  

Reprinted from the May 2019 Edition of Columbia Magazine 
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 

Dear Brother Knights, 

Greetings of Peace in the Risen Lord. 

The month of May is considered the month of the Blessed Mother.  We as Knights cele-
brate this month with great devotion to our Queen.  We honor her by devoutly praying the 
rosary and dedicatedly participating in celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  We 
always seek her intercession and motherly protection as we perform our mission in the spir-
it of Charity, unity, and fraternity.  We work silently with our Queen, but the fruits of our 
labor proclaim the greatness of God in our family, community, and the Church.  Our Queen 
is called the Quiet Woman of Scripture.  She speaks only few times in the sacred pages of 
the scriptures.  But through these texts, we can enter the mind and heart of Mary, our 
Queen and mother.  

In the Gospel of Luke, ‘Mary the quiet one,’ retained a record of all God’s doings, by treasuring all the events in her 
heart. “She kept all these things in memory” (Lk 2:15).  Our duty as Knights and children of Mary is to enter the mind 
and thinking of our Queen.  By reading and reflecting on the Word of God, we can increase our love and understanding 
for her.  When Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord, let his will be done to me,” she made a lifelong, permanent, 
promise of obedience to God.  Thereafter, her life and doings were totally obedient to God’s call.  Mary never faltered to 
be the Christ bearer and model for the Church: She evangelized with Jesus in Galilee.  She witnessed the Passion and 
death of her son.  She stood at the foot of the cross and accepted her role as the mother of all Christians.  She was present  
with the Church gathered after the Ascension.  Mary was always present in the mission of her son.  

We all know the story in the wedding at Cana from the second chapter of John.  The wine ran out, and Jesus miraculous-
ly turned jars of water into excellent wine.  In the story, the host first went to Mary, but she deferred to Jesus, saying, 
“Do whatever he tells you.”  In those words Mary verified her role as the one who leads others to Jesus - “do whatever 
he tells you.”  Obey my Son, she says, He is the Divine Son of God.  He is the only intercessor between God and Man. 
He is my Savior and your savior.  Mary’s greatest legacy lies in calling the world to faith in Jesus.  From generation to 
generation she evangelizes the world by saying, do whatever he tells you.  That is the reason why Pope Paul VI called 
Mary the Star of Evangelization. 

Among Mary’s essential virtues were her total, complete and eternal commitment to do God’s will.  Her renowned 
words, “Let it be done to me according to his will,” is continually on her lips.  Mary’s vocation is her fidelity to her fam-
ily and living the call to motherhood.  She loved, honored, and served Joseph and Jesus in the home at Nazareth and be-
yond.  She is our mother and model, for all Christian families, through all generations.  In the Church today, Mary’s vir-
tue is evangelizing all of us for Jesus.  She is actively leading us to encounter Jesus.  She brings Jesus to us and assures 
us with faith and blessings.  She protects us from the fire that burns under our feet; the fire that tries to burn away our 
holy shield.  She does not let temptation break us; she gives us strength to fight the toughest fights.  She protects us.  She 
gives us our greatest gift, the author of life, Jesus, who came and save us from sin.  The mother most faithful never fails 
us.  She loves us entirely.  With her love and maternal protection, she asks one simple thing from us - to listen and fol-
low her son.  Our queen and mother says, “Do whatever he tells you to do.”  

How honored we are to be members of the Knights of Columbus, to have Mary as our queen and mother.  To have Mary 
with us in fulfilling our mission, to know Mary as our protector and intercessor and pray with her in times of trials and 
difficulties in our works and apostolates.  Mary is truly our Queen and mother, let us imitate her virtues of obedience to 
God’s calling, union with others in the body of Christ, the Church, and be an active witness for her son, Jesus, in all we 
do and wherever we go.  Brothers, we are Knights of Columbus, we are Knights of Mary, and she is our Queen and 
Mother!  

“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.” 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fr jojo 

Reflection on Mary, our Queen and Mother 
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SUPREME KNIGHT  

‘Go On’ 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly traveled to Poland and Ukraine during Holy Week to 
meet with Knights and witness and encourage their ongoing humanitarian efforts in 
response to the war in Ukraine. 

During his visit, the supreme knight was able to convey the support and gratitude of 
Pope Francis as well as his own. The Holy Father received Supreme Knight Kelly 
in a private audience at the Vatican on Monday, April 11, before the supreme 
knight and his family continued to Poland. During the audience, the pope blessed an 
Easter basket with food representing the 10,000 K of C care packages that Knights 
in Poland were preparing to send to Ukraine. The boxes, which contained food such 
as meat, flour, pasta and chocolates, in addition to an Easter candle and a letter 
from the supreme knight, were made possible by financial support from councils 
Orderwide. 

Seeing photos of Polish Knights assembling the boxes, Pope Francis enthusiastical-
ly said, “Bravo! Bravo!” He later added, “Go on! Go on!” — making a gesture with 

his hands to express a heart bursting with love for others. 

Supreme Knight Kelly joined Polish Knights the next day at a warehouse in Łańcut, helping to load some of 
the Easter care packages into a “Charity Convoy” — a handful of 18-wheelers bound for Lviv, Ukraine. 

After stopping at the Order’s Mercy Center on the border in Hrebenne, Poland, he continued to the town Rava-
Ruska, in western Ukraine. With Archbishop Mieczysław Mokrzycki of Lviv and Ukraine State Deputy 
Youriy Maletskiy, the supreme knight personally delivered some of the care packages to displaced families 
who, thanks to financial support from the Order, have taken refuge at a 14th-century monastery in the Archdi-
ocese of Lviv. 

At the monastery, Supreme Knight Kelly met with Ukrainian Knights who had come from throughout their 
war-torn country and shared with them the pope’s commendation of their service. 

“He was deeply moved and wanted me to extend his thanks to you,” the supreme knight said. “What you are 
doing here really exemplifies the kind of courage that Father McGivney had when he founded the Knights in 
order to serve his parishioners who needed help.” 

The supreme knight then officially installed State Deputy Maletskiy, who is overseeing the Order’s humanitar-
ian efforts in Ukraine. At a time when the principal of patriotism is especially meaningful for Ukrainians, 
Maletskiy also received authority to welcome Knights into the Fourth Degree. 

The following day, the supreme knight visited Our Lady of Częstochowa Parish in Radom, Poland, where 
Knights and other volunteers had assembled 5,000 of the Easter care packages. After learning more about the 
myriad efforts of the local Knights, including prayer initiatives and a parish-based Mercy Center to assist refu-
gees and welcome them into the community, the supreme knight helped to load some of the boxes, which were 
bound for Kyiv. 

On Holy Thursday, he and his family visited a Caritas-run retreat center outside Częstochowa, which is now 
serving as an orphanage for about 100 Ukrainian refugee children, with support from the Knights’ Ukraine 
Solidarity Fund. 

The supreme knight concluded his visit at St. Wojciech Parish in Częstochowa, home to another parish-based 
Mercy Center, where he was received by Ukrainian refugees before meeting with members of the Poland State 
Council. 

“It’s hard to express how much I have learned the past few days about the spirit and the faith of the Polish 
Knights,” he said. “You demonstrate both faith and action — and the powerful thing is that you put them to-
gether as men of faith in action.” 

——————————- 

Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund:  Ukraine Solidarity Fund | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org)  

Reprinted from the KofC website  ‘Go On!’ | KofC.org   

https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/charity/ukraine.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/knightline/special-edition/2022/week-of-april-18/go-on.html
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

I hope everyone is having a blessed Easter season.  April was a busy month and May is no 

different.  On April 26, we had the pleasure of hosting the Supreme Knight and the Su-

preme Chaplain at St Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore.  We presented the charter to Blessed 

Michael McGivney Council at St Mary’s Seminary and University.  It was a great evening 

of fellowship with the seminarians, the council officers and priests. 

This month we are holding our state convention in Ocean City.  We look forward to a great 

meeting and the election of new state officers.  A few changes have occurred at the Princess 

Royale this year that you need to be aware of before you attend.  We will again be having 

hospitality rooms in the atrium but food and drink must stay in the hospitality rooms and 

not brought into the atrium.  The only food or drink allowed in the atrium is food bought 

from the hotel tiki bar or outside concession stand.  Please adhere to these regulations.  The 

state council will be providing some finger foods in the atrium that we will purchase from the hotel.  

On Thursday we have our golf tournament followed by the Friday Grand Knight Olympics.  The convention will also 

have the normal Grand Knight march on Saturday morning followed by the award ceremony.  The first lady, Mary Jane, 

and her ladies activity look forward to entertaining your ladies on Friday.  The men will be starting off Friday evening 

with a Holy Hour dedicated to our founder Fr McGivney and our opening Mass.  We will also be hosting Supreme Di-

rector Michael Wills from Tennessee during our convention. 

In the month of May, we also celebrate our Blessed Mother Mary and we should be praying of the rosary for her inter-

vention of our needs.  We need to continue to pray for the people of the Ukraine and an end to the war.  Our Supreme 

Knight travelled to Poland and the Ukraine delivering Easter baskets to the refugees.  The Knights of Columbus charities 

has also donated over $10 million dollars to help suffering.  Our brother Knights in Poland and the Ukraine have worked 

tirelessly providing support for their citizens.  If you wish to donate to the cause, please send checks to the Knights of 

Columbus Charities Inc. for Ukraine relief. 

As we prepare to celebrate Mother’s Day, we thank our mothers and our wives for their dedication and importance to 

our families.  We thank our wives for their support of the Knights of Columbus and the work we do in our local coun-

cils. 

I would like to leave you with a prayer to mothers. 

Good and Gentle God 

We pray in gratitude for our mothers who have joined with you in the wonder of bringing forth new life. You who be-

came human through a woman, grant to all mothers the courage they need to face the uncertain future that life with chil-

dren always brings. Give them the strength to live and to be loved in return, not perfectly, but humanly.  Give them the 

faithful support of husbands, family and friends as they care for the physical and spiritual growth of their children. Give 

them joy and delight in their children to sustain them through the trials of motherhood. Most of all, give them the wis-

dom to turn to you for help when they need it most. 

Happy Mother’s Day. 

Remember as Knights, We Are Servant Leaders. 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

MAYS’ GLORY 

April showers bring May flowers.  Springtime is a wonderful time of year when Mother Nature and the 
earth get to showcase all of the beautiful colorful blooms.  It’s changing what was once a sleepy dreary 
canvas and bringing it back to life by painting it in broad colorful brush strokes with all of the different 
colorful flowers.  

For centuries, the Catholic Church has set aside the entire month of May to honor Mary, the Mother of 
God.  The 17th century is identified as the earliest instance of the adoption of the custom of consecrating 
the month of May to the Blessed Virgin Mary by special observances.  Around 1739, witnesses speak of 
a particular form of Marian devotion in May in the city of Grezzano near Verona. 

According to records, the May devotion in its present form originated at 
Rome where Fr. Latomia of the Roman College of the Society of Jesus, to 
counteract infidelity and immorality among the students, made a vow at 
the end of the 18th century to devote the month of May to Mary.  The 
practice spread from Rome to other Jesuit colleges and to nearly every 
catholic church of the Latin rite.  From Italy, the May devotions spread to 
France, Belgium and eventually throughout the Roman Catholic world. 

May devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary refer to special Marian devotions held in the Catholic 
Church during the month of May honoring Mary, mother of God as "the Queen of May".  These ser-
vices may take place inside or outside.  

A "May Crowning" is a traditional Roman Catholic ritual that occurs in the month of May. To pay 
homage to Mary as the Queen of Heaven, a procession comprised of the faith-
ful of all ages carrying flowers, singing and walking either inside or outside 
around the church and coming to rest at a designated spot whereby the statue 
or image is crowned with a wreath of flowers honoring the “Queen of Heav-
en.” 

In 1965, Pope Paul VI in his encyclical, Mense Maio, identified the month of 
May as an opportune time to incorporate special prayers for peace into the 

traditional May devotions. 

One particular practice characteristic of May devotions is establishing a “house altar” consisting of a table 
with a Marian picture, candles, and decorated with many May flowers whereby the Holy Rosary is recited.  
This unites the family piously with those absent and those dead.  Please take this time to take advantage of an 
opportunity to direct your thoughts towards the beautiful Queen of Heaven and Earth, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  From her heavenly throne she is busy laboring to conquer hearts, minds, and souls for the greater glo-
ry of her Son. 

Today, we live in a very precarious and dangerous world.  Pray for world peace and for the Ukrainian people 
who are fighting to maintain their freedom from the invading evil.  Ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to dispatch to earth St. Michael the 
Archangel and his league of angels to cast back into hell Satin and all of his evil spirits that wander the earth seeking the ruin of 
souls.  We disparately need her help. 

May is also a time to honor our own mother.  Mother’s Day is just around the corner.  Our mothers have made many sacrifices for 
us over the years regardless of what circumstances they faced; they did their best to provide us with a better life.  Show her how 
much she is appreciated and loved.  If you are away from home or de-
ployed in the military maybe a phone call to her expressing your thanks 
and love, maybe send or bring her flowers, take her out to dinner or cook-
ing dinner for her as a sign of your LOVE.  Remember, her love is uncon-
ditional no matter what, it’s the thought that counts.   

Wishing all the mothers out there a HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!!t 

Lastly, I hope to see you at the state convention May 13-15 in Ocean City 
this is our last time at the Princess Royale beach resort.  My Ladies Activi-
ty Team has put together a great Friday evening program for the ladies to 
enjoy.  Can’t wait to see you all. 

My prayers and love are with all of you until we see each other at the 
beach. 

Mary Jane 
First Lady of the Maryland State Council 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

It is the Month of May.  The month that we honor Mary the Mother of God.  What 

can we as Knights accomplish with Mary at our side and her rosary in our hands?   

It is also the month that we honor our Mothers.  The women who stand by us and 

loves us under all circumstances.  What a great way to show our appreciation for 

both Mary and our Moms than by bringing someone in the Knights in their name. 

We now have two months remaining in the Fraternal Year.  Sixty short days.  We are 

just 248 new members shy of our Circle of Honor Goal.  Seems like it is impossible 

to reach this lofty goal.  Let us look at this another way, that is just four new mem-

bers a day for the remainder of the Fraternal Year.  That is less than one new mem-

ber per council.  We can do this. 

You might say we have been beating the bushes for the last ten months.  Where are we going to find these 

men?  Let us look at that.  There are still twenty-eight councils who have not brought anyone into the Knights 

as of this writing.  There is a start.  Easter was two weeks ago.  Most parishes brought in new Catholics 

through their RCIA Program.  Have we approached the eligible men who are now Catholics and could not join 

the Knights three weeks ago?  There is still time to hold a delta Church Drive.  Discuss it with your pastors. 

Here is another idea.  Hold a Town Hall.  This is an innovative idea for the DD’s.  Get your councils together 

for a district wide meet and greet.  It does not have to be elaborate.  Have the councils bring someone who is 

not a knight.  Invite your benefits advisors, 

your regional advisors.  Invite other DD’s and 

their councils from the area.  Of course, invite 

the wives of the potential members.  Prior to 

the meeting starting you can serve anything 

from light snacks to a diner.  Explain what the 

Knights are all about.  Answer questions.  

Have them get out their smart phones and just 

like that we have new members. 

The key here is no matter what you do you 

need to be doing something.  Let me know if 

you have any questions or if you need help.  

The Council Growth Team is always here to 

help.  Good Luck. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

Tom O’Hara      
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

Like many of you, over the past year I lost a close friend and a brother Knight.  I’d 
like to share again my article from last summer as it’s a simple reminder of the power 
of programs to create lasting friendships as we work alongside one another putting 
our faith into action. 

——————- 

I lost a close friend last month. You may have known him. Tony Durso. Tony was a 
brother Knight for more than 20 years here in Maryland and served in a variety of po-
sitions including Grand Knight of St. Paul’s Council No. 11105 in Damascus, District 
Deputy, Faithful Navigator and most recently, Regional Director.  

Tony and I met over 15 years ago, at a time when I was serving as the chairman of my council’s Free Throw 
and Soccer Shootout programs.  He was filling the same role at his council, I believe, and at one point we de-
cided to combine our events in the hopes of pulling more participants into our activities.  For many years after 
that, Tony and I co-hosted the Free Throw program for our councils, always having a great time and enjoying 
the experience regardless of how many children or Knights showed up for the competitions! 

Over the years Tony and I were involved together in an assortment of programs and activities.  We tag-teamed 
leading the District 1 team from 2014-2015 when I was DD and he was DW.  He and I worked alongside each 
other on projects including those such as handing out tootsie rolls at Safeway, officiating at the annual Special 
Olympics golf event at Rattlewood, and delivering supplies to the Little Sisters of the Poor in Washington.  In 
every situation we enjoyed plenty of laughter and comraderie as all good friends do. 

I don’t share this story with the intention of gaining any measure of sympathy.  Instead, I offer it as another 
example of the power of programs to build authentic and lasting friendships.  We usually encourage councils 
to run programs for all the right reasons - engage and inspire your members, attract new members to the Order, 
and fulfill our mission of service to others.  These are all noteworthy and, of course, critical to the success of 
operating a healthy council.  But serving alongside another brother Knight, whether it involves praying the ro-
sary together, judging a Free Throw competition, collecting food for a pantry, or any hundreds of other activi-
ties - these all serve a special purpose.  

The comraderie that is built in to running our Faith in Action programs is a blessing in disguise and sometimes 
we overlook its importance as a means of building lasting friendships with our Catholic brothers.  Let’s make 
the most of the opportunity we have been given as Knights this fraternal year to lead lives based on charity, 
unity and fraternity alongside one another in service to God and to others. I know that Tony would have ex-
pected nothing less from us.  Vivat Jesus!   
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
“In reality, everyone owns long term care insurance”  

When I ask people if they own long term care insurance, I get a variety of answers.  

Some people do own it and they are proud to tell me so.  For the ones who say they 

don’t own long term care insurance I have to remind them that they really do, but 

just don’t realize it.  

You see, you might not own a long-term care policy from an insurance company…

but you do have various forms of long-term care coverage.  Allow me to give some 

examples of what I tell them:  

“Joe – your long-term care policy is your pension.” 

“Mary – your long-term care policy is your 401k and IRAs” 

“Steve – your long-term care policy is your home.” 

“Jane – your long-term care policy is your social security.” 

“Bill – your long-term care policy is your business.” 

“Sharon – your long-term care policy is your savings account and annuities” 

“Jack – your long-term care policy is your investment portfolio.” 

 If you don’t have a long-term care policy from an insurance company, then you are self-funding that risk with 

your own assets.  All the above assets in most cases.  

By not buying long term care insurance you have made a de facto decision to self-insure that risk.  That is still 

a decision by design or default.   

Wouldn’t it make more sense to export that risk to an insurance company (like the Knights of Columbus) for 

pennies on the dollar?  Why endanger your assets that you’d like to save for your spouse, children, or grand-

children?   

Let us know if we can help you review your options for coverage with the Knights of Columbus.   You’ll be 

glad you did.  

Grand Knights—Complete the form 11077 and submit to your field agent for credit.  Note that your council 

needs two Fraternal Benefits nights in the Columbian Year to be eligible for the Founders Award, which is a 
requirement for Star Council.  This form must be filled out by the council within 30 days of the Fraternal 

Benefit Night and submitted to the general agent. General agents will then submit this form to Coun-

cilGrowth@kofc.org.  Preparation for the Seminar should start at least 30 days prior to the event. 

The form can be found at the Supreme web site at: Council Forms | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org)  

 

By: General Agent Bob Marlowe, CLU, FICF, LUTCF  (e-mail: Robert.Marlowe@KOFC.ORG) 

https://www.kofc.org/en/for-members/resources/council-forms.html
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AROUND MARYLAND 
Maryland State Picnic  

The Maryland State Council sponsored the State’s annual Picnic on Sunday, 24 April at Centennial Park in 

Howard County.  Pulled pork, hamburgers, hot dogs, potato salad, deserts, drinks—all the usual picnic fare 

was present, including games and door prizes.  The picnic, like previous years, was open to all Knights and 

their families in Maryland.  Along with the Picnic, the State Chaplain, Fr. Jojo Opalda celebrated Mass at the 

picnic pavilion for all attendees. (Additional photos from George Stranksa) 
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Maryland State Raffle Winners 

The Maryland State Incentive Raffle winners were drawn at Founders Day Dinner in March.  State  Communi-

ty Activities Director Bill Newbrough travelled around the state to present the prize checks to the winners.  

This year’s 1st Place - $20,000  Prize win-
ning ticket was sold by St. Timothy Coun-
cil #12255 in Walkersville MD.  Grand 
Knight Tim Kueberth was on hand to pre-
sent the check to the Rivas family of Fred-
erick MD. 

The 2nd Place - $3,000 Prize winning ticket was sold 
by San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore Council #16611 

which meets at Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Balti-
more MD.   The winning check was presented to the 

Veliz family by District Deputy #14  Willians Castillo. 

The 3rd Place - $1,500 Prize winning ticket was sold by Maurice 
J. McDonough Council #12128 in Pomfret MD.  The ticket was 
purchased in the name of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Pomfret 
with the parish office number as point of contact.  The parish secre-
tary was thrilled and pleased to hear of the parish’s good for-
tune!  The check was delivered by Grand Knight Robert Brindle of 
Maurice J. McDonough Council #12128. 
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124th Convention of the Maryland State Council 
My Brother Knights and dear Ladies, 

The 124th Annual Convention of the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is only 2 weeks 
from now.  We do not have any available rooms at the Princess Royale Hotel.   

Registration is open and the registration website is www.mdkocconvention.org.  If you have already registered 
but need to make corrections, you can go to this same website and select the “Update Your Registration” but-
ton, and access your registration information and make the revisions you want.  You will be able to walk-in to 
the Convention and register.  We have over 600 Knights and Ladies registered so far. 

If you go to the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org  tap on the tab for “Leader Resources” in the center 
of the red bar, under the State Council logo.  On the resultant list you’ll find “State Convention 2022”.  At this 
site you will find information about Convention registration, the Convention booklet advertisements, the golf 
tournament, and more.  Please get your ad for the Program Booklet into Ray Cilento immediately.  We need 
time to proof and print the booklet. 

Keep May 13, 14, and 15 of 2022 open for the Convention.  We look forward to seeing you at Ocean, filling 
up every available room in the Princess Royale, something the Knights always do.  Come down and support 
your District’s or Council’s Hospitality Suite.  Enjoy yourself at a great and always fraternal Convention. 

We are looking for some help with the Children’s activities on Friday and Saturday.  If you have a couple of 
hours that you can provide to work with the activity team, please email me at MSallese11@Verizon.net, and 
we can talk further.  Thanks. 

If you have specific questions, the Convention Committee’s contact information can be found in the State Di-
rectory.  See you at the Ocean! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike Sallese 
Convention Chairman 

$35,000 Donation for the 
Ukraine Crisis 

State Little Sisters of the Poor Liaison 
Walter Leskuski receives a check for 
$35,000 raised by the Little Sister of the 
Poor.  The Little Sisters of the Poor home 
in the Baltimore Province received  dona-
tions from friends, benefactors, residents, 
and volunteers for support of the crisis in 
Ukraine.  Brother Leskuski will pass the 
check to State Deputy Vince Grauso to 
present to Supreme Knight Patrick E. 
Kelly.   

In the photo are Sister Lawrence Mary, 
Sister Jean Mary, Walter Leskuski (Little 
Sisters of the Poor Liaison) and Sister 
Mary John  

http://www.mdkocconvention.org
http://www.kofc-md.org
mailto:MSallese11@Verizon.net
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HISPANIC PAGE 
Experiencia de Fe en la resurrección de Jesús! 

By Padre Miguel Angel Martinez, C.Ss.R. 

Construir y mantener una relación de fe va más allá de “saber acerca” de personas e implica “conocerlas” en 
un compromiso de confianza y amor. En las relaciones personales siempre sabemos y confiamos más que lo 
que la evidencia disponible posibilitaría. Conocer personalmente a aquellos que amamos no puede reducirse a 
simplemente saber muchos hechos acerca de ellos, hechos que pueden ser establecidos mediante consideracio-
nes evidentes. Esto es debido a que vemos con “nuestros corazones” que los ojos del amor pueden ver y creer 
en cosas que otros no pueden ver ni creer. 

En este sentido nos preguntamos: ¿Es Jesús solamente un gran héroe muerto o es una presencia resucitada, vi-
va? Los cristianos afirmamos que el Jesús crucificado fue levantado de entre los muertos y continua estando 
poderosamente presente en nuestro mundo. Creer en Jesús resucitado va más allá de simplemente aceptar me-
diante la evidencia que algo, su resurrección, tuvo lugar hace más de dos mil años. Creer en Él implica ingre-
sar aquí y ahora en un compromiso de confianza y amor con Él. Significa reconocer en Él, con profunda grati-
tud, la comunicación personal de Dios para nosotros: en otras palabras, el Redentor que nos salva y el Revela-
dor que nos ha mostrado cómo es Dios. 

Como ha escrito bellamente Wittgenstein: “es el amor el que cree en la resurrección”. Expresándolo de una 
manera más personal podríamos decir, por un lado, es el amor, nuestro amor, el que cree en Cristo resucitado y 
por otro lado, nuestra personalidad nos es otorgada por el amor que Él siente por nosotros. El ejemplo de Jesús 
reuniéndose con María Magdalena continúa siendo el paradigma de esta realidad. Es al Señor resucitado y a su 
amor al que debemos nuestra identidad eterna como personas. 

En la construcción de la creencia pascual, el testimonio de los cristianos y el trabajo interno del Espíritu Santo 
van juntos. Dependiendo de una cadena continua de testigos previos que se extienda hasta los testigos origina-
les apostólicos de Cristo resucitado, los cristianos contemporáneos proclaman su resurrección de entre los 
muertos. Experimentar y aceptar este testimonio significa ser guiados, invisible y misteriosamente, por el Espí-
ritu Santo para permitir que el Jesús crucificado y resucitado responda nuestras preguntas más fundamentales 
acerca de la naturaleza, significado y destino de nuestra propia existencia y la de nuestro cosmos. Él nos ofrece 
una visión coherente y significativa de la totalidad de la vida. 

Esta creencia pascual no sólo trasforma la manera en la que interpretamos la realidad sino que también implica 
aceptar nuevas maneras de vivir. Esta creencia, junto al bautismo que sacramentalmente representa la muerte, 
sepultura y resurrección de Cristo, nos incorpora a Él y en su comunidad, nos permite que vivamos una nueva 
vida y anticipemos una gloriosa resurrección futura. Permitimos que su crucifixión y resurrección dé forma a 
nuestra nueva identidad. 

Los evangelistas, al escribir los evangelios, quisieron compartir con sus oyentes de cualquier tiempo, cuales-
quiera fueran los desafíos que enfrentaran, algo de su propia relación personal con el Señor, e invitarlos a creer 
en el Jesús crucificado y resucitado y así encontrar la vida en Él. Los encuentros personales con Jesús 
(Nicodemo, la samaritana, el oficial real, el hombre ciego…) ofrecen vívidas y convincentes narrativas de 
hombre y mujeres empujados a la creencia pascual. Estas historias muestran cómo el Cristo resucitado conti-
núa transformando a las personas. 

Llegar a la creencia pascual da inicio a una existencia cristiana de ser implicados y moldeados por la presencia 
viviente de Jesús resucitado. La adoración comunitaria es un contexto privilegiado para experimentar su pre-
sencia y la de su Espíritu Santo, quien es invocado para cambiar la vida de los adoradores. Conocemos a Cristo 
resucitado a través de lo que vemos, escuchamos, decimos, cantamos, hacernos, tocamos y olemos. Conclu-
yendo podemos decir que creer en el Jesús resucitado está íntimamente relacionado con experimentar su pre-
sencia viva en la adoración, la oración y los sucesos que conforman nuestras vidas. Al darle una continua 
coherencia y significado a lo que experimentamos, esta creencia se comprueba a través de nuestro morar en 
ella. 
*Este artículo es una reelaboración con extractos del libro “Creer en la resurrección” de Gerald O´Collins, San Pablo, 2016, Colom-
bia. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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El Capellán del Conse-
jo 17545 San Bernardi-
no de Siena Padre Jose 
Raul DeLeon, recibe la 
Silla de Ruedas para 
ser donada por parte de 
los Caballeros hispanos 
a un miembro de la 
parroquia. 

El Obispo Auxiliar de la Arquidiócesis de Baltimore Padre 
Bruce (izq) después de celebrar la misa en Honor al Padre 
Juan, quien falleció en Bolivia. Caballeros del Consejo 16611 
San Juan Neumann custodian la imagen del Padre Juan.  

 

El Gran Caballero Nelson Quispe 
(izq) y el Director de Membresias 

SK Salomón Galdamez (der) escol-
tan a los dos nuevos Caballeros 

para el Consejo San Juan Diego. 

El Gran Caballero José Ramírez 
(cen) hace la entrega de una Silla de 
Ruedas a nombre del Consejo 16611 
San Juan Neumann a José Luis Quin-
tanilla (izq) junto a su hija quienes 
son feligreses de la parroquia Sa-
grado Corazón de Jesus.  

Via Crucis escenificado por los Caballeros de Colón del Consejo 16611 San Juan Neumann y todos los Ministerios Hispanos de la 
Parroquia Sagrado Corazon de Jesus. 

Pilatos dando la 

sentencia a Jesu-

cristo  

Jesucristo recibió 300 
latigazos sentencia 

emitida por Pilatos. 

La Virgen Ma-
ría ayudando a 
Jesús cuando 
iba hacia El 
Monte Cal-
vario. 

El Calvario, también conocido como el Gólgota, fue un sitio que se encontra-
ba cerca del exterior de las murallas de Jerusalén. En este lugar según los 
evangelios fue crucificado Jesús 
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Knights of Columbus 
Maryland State Council 

May 21-29, 2023 

Special Rates: 

 

Cat. A – Deluxe Outside Staterooms 

with Private Veranda: $5115.00 

Cat. B – Outside Staterooms with 

Open Veranda: $4684.50 

Cat. E – Inside Staterooms: $2634.50 

Rates are per person based on 

double occupancy. 

 

Includes: 

Port Charges & Gratuities 

 

Air & Insurance are Additional 

 

Deposit $500 per person 

 

Cancellation Policy 

see Reservation Form 

Mary Ann Caguin - WorldTravelService 

Maryannc@worldtravelserviceic.com 

410 527 9700 ext. 1520 / Home 410-252-4815 

Unless specified otherwise fares quoted are in U.S. Dollars, are per person based on double occupancy and do not include 

government taxes and fees, port charges, gratuities, airfare, insurance, personal expenditures or transportation costs 

incurred while traveling to and from embarkation ports.  Promotional fares and amenities are capacity-controlled, may vary 

by sailing and category of accommodations and may be withdrawn without notice. The American Queen,® American 

Empress,® American Duchess™ and American Countess™ are operated by the American Queen Steamboat Company, 

LLC; are regularly inspected by the U.S. Coast Guard; are of American Registry; and employ American officers, crew and 

staff. 
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Pilgrim Icon Program 
The Pilgrim Icon for the 2021-2022 fraternal year is dedicated to St. Joseph.  Maryland has four icons that 

travel through the state.  The schedule below gives the dates when the icons are available to the Districts.  

Please contact your District Deputy or District Warden to have the icon schedule for your council.  

2022 Stephen Jacobs, FDD – Pilgrim Icon Chairman ninjaterp@verizon.net 301-875-9871  

 

St. Joseph ICON - 1 Host District: General Area 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 05 Glen Burnie 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 17 Catonsville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 Districts 23 Elkridge 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 01 Ellicott City 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 21 Sykesville/Owings Mills 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 25 Frederick/Taneytown 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 08 Frederick/Hancock 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 20 Cumberland & West 

St. Joseph ICON – 2 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 31 Ijamsville/Mt. Airy 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 28 Baltimore City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 32 Baltimore City 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 07 Dundalk 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 19 Baltimore City 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 27 Abingdon/Parkton 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 16 Aberdeen/Forest Hill 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District  13 North Baltimore 

St. Joseph ICON - 3 Host District: General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 24 Annapolis 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 22 Salisbury/Ocean City 
February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 26 Easton/Chestertown 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 03 Largo/Upper Marlboro 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 09 Prince Frederick 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 29 Lexington Park 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 02 Hollywood 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 12 Waldorf 

St. Joseph ICON - 4 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 15 Forestville 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 04 Bowie/Mitchellville 
February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 14 Greenbelt/Takoma Park 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 10 Laurel 
April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 11 Silver Spring 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 18 Bethesda/Rockville 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 30 Olney/Gaithersburg 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 06 Germantown/Damascus 
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The Knights of Columbus Family of the Month program promotes and supports the development of strong 
and vibrant families by recognizing the good work being done every day in the homes of our neighbors. Rec-
ognized families outwardly exhibit strong ties of love and faith, exemplifying Catholic family values and 
making meaningful contributions to their parish and larger community  

On the 15th day of each month — from August through July — Family of the Month reporting forms will be 
drawn at random from among all entries received at the Supreme Council office for the previous month.  
Each of the selected families will receive a special Holy Family gift, along with a personal letter of congratu-
lations from the Supreme Knight  

The March 2022 Family of the Month selected by Supreme Council is Tom and Cindy Daily family submit-
ted by South County Council #8251, West River, MD 

Knights of Columbus South County Council 8251 names the family of Tom and Cindy Daily as its March 
2022 Family of the Month.  Tom, Cindy, Franklin and Michael are long-time Holy Family parishioners who 
are all deeply involved in faith devotions and parish service ministries.  Tom actively volunteers with the annual parish family picnic 
and youth activities.  Cindy leads parish perpetual Blessed Sacrament adoration, Rosary services and other faith devotions.  Sons 
Franklin and Michael participate in young adult activities and Michael assists as parish youth minister.   

The Daily family models our Faith’s  “domestic Church”.  They spread the Gospel by their example:  faith first, works always!  

Council 8251 is proud to honor the Daily family as our March 2022 Family of the Month! 

References: 

Supreme Chaplain—Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe—Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe (guadalupeshrine.org)    
State Chaplain—Lk 2:15 — Luke, CHAPTER 2 | USCCB   
Knights of Columbus Ukraine Solidarity Fund:  Ukraine Solidarity Fund | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org)  

Shrine Usher Ministry — Shrine Usher Ministry | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  

https://guadalupeshrine.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/charity/ukraine.html
https://kofc-md.org/shrine-usher-ministry/
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Maryland State Council License Tags 

 

The Maryland Knights of Columbus License Tags which contain a five color emblem of the order are available 

for automobiles, multi-purpose vehicles or trucks. Here’s how to apply: 

1. Complete the attached application beginning with Owner Information. Do not fill in the block above 

Owner Information. I will fill in that block. Be sure the Knights of Columbus member signs the form. 

He must also be owner or co-owner of the vehicle. 
 

2. Send the completed application with a $35.00 check payable to Maryland State Council to: 

Sherman M. Casey, PGK FDD 

7205 Kennebunk Road 

Windsor Mill, Maryland 21244-1755 

3. Your license tags will be mailed directly to you. MVA will transfer any remaining time on you present 

registration and provide you new stickers. After receipt of the new tags, it is important that you return 

the old tags to a Maryland MVA office & obtain a receipt. 
 

4. Any questions e/m jamsmc1@verizon.net or (410) 944-5247. 
 

5. Please provide your council name and number: ________________________________ 
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STATE CALENDAR 

Liturgical Calendar 

 

1 May St. Joseph the Worker 

2 May St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

3 May Sts. Philip and James, Apostles 

8 May St. Boniface IV, Pope 

9 May St. Isiah, Prophet 

13 May Blessed Mary, Virgin of Fatima 

14 May St. Matthias, Apostle 

18 May St. John I, Pope and Martyr 

19 May St. Urban I, Pope 

20 May St. Bernardine of Siena, Franciscan 

21 May Sts. Christopher Magallanes and Companions, Mar-
tyrs in Mexico 

26 May Ascension of the Lord (Traditional) 

              St. Philip Neri, Priest 

29 May Ascension of the Lord (Observed) 

30 May St. Joan of Arc, Virgin 

 

1 June St. Justin, Martyr 

3 June St. Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs 

5 June Pentecost Sunday 

6 June Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

11 June St. Barnabas, Apostle 

12 June Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

13 June St. Anthony of Padua, Priest, Doctor of the Church 

19 June Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ 

21 June St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 

23 June St. John the Baptist 

24 June Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

25 June Immaculate Heart of the Most Virgin Mary 

28 June St. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr 

29 June Sts. Peter and Paul 

 

Little Sisters Of The Poor: 
 

Next Drop-Off: 21 May 10AM-12 Noon 
 

Drop Off Locations: 

• Patuxent Council #2203,  

The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 800 Main 
St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St 
& St Mary’s Place) 

• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521,  

Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman Ave., 
Nottingham, MD 21236 

• Father Rosensteel Council #2169,  

Council Home, 9707 Rosensteel Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910 

• Saint Louis the King #11898,  

Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 Folly Quarter 
Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 

• St. John's Council #1622,  

114 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701 

We are in need of councils to support hub locations. If 
your council can help monthly, on any given month or 
even on a quarterly basis, please let me know 

Walter Leskuski 
Little Sisters of the Poor Liaison 
Phone: 301-524-7257 
Email: pfn.md384@gmail.com 

MONTH DATE EVENT WHERE 

MAY 2022  5/12-15 124th ANNUAL STATE CON-
VENTION 

PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL & 
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY 

        

JUNE 2022 6/4 ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHING-
TON DISTRICT EXEMPLIFICA-

TION 

ST JOHN PAUL ll 
NATIONAL SHRINE 

WASHINGTON DC 

  6/17-18 LEADERSHIP SEMINAR HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE 
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD 

mailto:pfn.md384@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not replace the commu-
nity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

 


