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Background
• Since 1996, Patuxent Council has been a Host Site
for the SHARE Food Program; distributing food into
the Laurel community on a monthly basis
• SHARE (https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/share/)
is a program of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
of Washington; provides opportunities for anyone to
purchase nutritious groceries at discounted rates
• Over the lifetime of our participation in SHARE, we
have distributed an estimated 815,000 pounds of
food worth $1.07 million through our Host Site

Timeline
• April 2020 – Patuxent invited Laurel Mayor Craig Moe to attend
its April SHARE Distribution
• Late April 2020 – Mayor Moe and his Emergency Manager asked
the Council to provide a comprehensive summary of its SHARE
Program
• Fall 2020 – Patuxent Council received a CARES Act grant from the
City of Laurel for approximately $15,800 to support its food
distribution efforts
• Fall 2021 – Following the passage of ARPA, the City invited us to
apply for an additional round of funding; received $4,000 APRA
Grant Nov. 2021

How We’ve Used
the Funds
• Multiple drive-thru food
pantries open to the public
(March ‘21; Feb. ‘22; April
‘22); at least one more
planned
• Purchasing additional food
for the St. Mary of the Mills
parish pantry; especially at
Thanksgiving and Christmas
• Purchased the portion of
food that stayed local for the
March ‘22 Cross Catholic
Outreach food packing event
at Pallotti High School

Potential Grant Resources for Your Councils
• A Google search for “Food Relief Grants” brought back
several relevant hits, including this one for the grants page
on the Montgomery County Food Council website:
https://mocofoodcouncil.org/grants/
• Non-Exhaustive List of Other Possible Resources:
• Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives
• Maryland Department of Human Services
• Local governments

Some Things to Keep in Mind
• Some grants have conditions/stipulations attached

• For example, the grant may be specifically for equipment
expenditures vs. programming/operations
• Patuxent’s CARES and ARPA Grants can only be used for local food
distribution efforts

• The grant may have reporting requirements

• For its ARPA grant, Patuxent must provide monthly reports to the
City of Laurel detailing how the funds are being spent

• Make a connection with your local government officials to let
them know you’re there and what you do!

Any questions?

