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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Keeping Up Appearances 
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

GOD’S MERCY SETS US FREE FROM SLAVERY TO SIN AND THE PRISON OF OUR 

PRETENSIONS 

IN THE EARLY 1990s, there was a popular British sitcom called Keeping Up Appearances. 

As the title suggests, the show was all about trying to look better than one really is. The cen-

tral character, an overbearing middle-class married woman named Hyacinth Bucket, is a cari-

cature of a social climber whose uppermost thought is to win the acceptance of those she con-

siders socially superior. Insisting that her pedestrian last name, Bucket, be pronounced 

“Bouquet,” Hyacinth does her best to conceal her humble roots — only to be embarrassingly 

foiled by her earthy relatives who inevitably show up at the wrong time and place. For devo-

tees of British humor, Hyacinth’s antics are invariably hilarious. 

The beauty of this sitcom is that in laughing at Hyacinth we also laugh at ourselves. It may 

not be our conscious goal to impress the local gentry, but in one way or another, all of us like 

to keep up appearances. We, too, may wish for people to think of us as more talented, pros-

perous, successful, generous, humble or virtuous than we are. We seek to hide our weakness-

es. We gloss over the disparity between our public and private selves, especially those inward 

thoughts, words and deeds that do not match our public image. 

Embedded in this false image is an inept snobbery. Like Hyacinth, we may begin to believe 

the myths we have fabricated about ourselves. We may imagine ourselves to be superior to members of our family, our co-workers, 

friends and acquaintances. Usually, we fool no one — least of all, God. 

This Easter season is an opportune time to examine our consciences, allow the Holy Spirit to reveal our true selves to us, and receive 

God’s mercy. 

TRAPPED BY FEAR 

A false self-image is flimsier than gauze, but it often acts as a barrier, a set of heavy locked doors that prevent others from entering 

and enjoying real friendship and communion with us. 

It also functions like a prison. We are trapped inside this false image, alienated by fear of what others might think of us. Worse still, 

this false self-image keeps God at bay as well. It’s our way of saying that we’re not created in God’s image but in our own; we 

choose our aspirations over his gifts. Living in this self-made prison, we find authentic peace of mind and heart in short supply. We 

live in fear and anxiety that we will fail, that we will be humiliated, that we will lose our standing. 

With this in mind, Holy Week and Easter constitute a moment of truth. On the first Easter Sunday evening, the risen Lord Jesus 

passed through the locked doors of the Upper Room. There he appeared in his glorified humanity to the fearful Apostles. The Lord 

did not undertake to explain to these, his closest followers, exactly what had transpired the past three days of his passion, death and 

resurrection. Instead, he said to them, “Peace be with you. … Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 

and whose sins you retain are retained” (Jn 20:21-23). 

Thus the Lord takes his followers to the heart of the mystery: God’s Son became one of us so that he could die on the cross and rise 

from the dead for the forgiveness of sins, defeating sin and death by the power of divine mercy. By bequeathing the Holy Spirit, Je-

sus passes this power over sin to his disciples so that it might reach all of us through the sacrament of reconciliation. For, as Jesus 

said of the promised Holy Spirit, “When he comes he will convict the world in regard to sin and righteousness and condemna-

tion” (Jn 16:8). 

FREED BY MERCY 

The Sunday after Easter is known as Divine Mercy Sunday. It is a day when the Church reads the aforementioned Gospel account of 

Jesus’ appearance to the disciples on Easter Sunday. In parishes throughout the world and at places of pilgrimage like the Saint John 

Paul II National Shrine in Washington, D.C., Catholics gather on this day for Mass, the Divine Mercy Chaplet and the sacrament of 

Keeping Up Appearances (kofc.org)         Continued on Page  6 

https://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/supreme_chaplain/2018-04-lori-chaplain.html
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 

Dear Brother Knights, 

Greetings of Hope and Joy…. The Lord is Risen from the Tomb and Alleluia is our song!!! 

I would like to stress in my reflection about Easter, that the resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of 
our Christian Faith and core truth of the Christian message.  Christianity is not about producing nicer 
people in the Church with better morals.  One could be a pagan, and be a nice guy better than the 
one who claimed as Christian.  It is not just about prayer and fasting.  One could be a Muslim, and 
fast for a month at a time, and pray several times a day.  But rather, Christianity is about a person, 
it’s about the person of Jesus Christ, and what comes to us, as a result of what he has done, and 
made possible for us.  Death entered the human mix at the time of the Fall, and was not part of 
God’s plan or creation.  It is important, that we see and believe that, because of the resurrection of 
Jesus, death is no longer an enemy, but a means of entering into that final stage of life.  For us Chris-
tians, death is moving from the womb of life into the fullness of life.  It is only in death that we can 
become all that we were created to be.  It is through Jesus death and resurrection, that we can return 

in triumph to the Garden. 

The resurrection of Jesus is a call to new life.  It involves putting to death those negative or bad things in us that are not life-giving, 
whether that be addictions, pride, arrogance, or other destructive behavior.  The beginning of this process was the willingness to be 
with Jesus to go through the gates of death.  Anybody could give up smoking, drinking, sexual misdemeanors, etc., if there was no 
struggle or pain involved.  Everybody wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die!  And I’m speaking of life on this earth - the 
reality of our day to day life.  We all want a share in Easter, but it’s the Good Friday bit that scares us off.  The following phrase 
from the letter to the Hebrews is something that should be a rule of thumb for every Christian: Because of the joy that lay in the fu-
ture, Jesus willingly went to his death on the cross… This is what is often called ‘the short-term pain for the long-term gain’, and 
every recovering alcoholic, or anyone who has given up on nicotine, can tell you exactly what that means. 

Resurrection is something that we can actually experience within ourselves.  When I go to the trouble of battling the traffic to visit a 
sick friend or parishioner in hospital, I experience a real sense of worth and of well-being as I come out of the hospital.  The happiest 
people on earth are the givers, because they alone are the real receivers.  In the scriptures, Jesus said that he came that we should 
have life, and have it more abundantly.  It’s a divine offer and I believe that this offer is for now, rather than something we get after 
we die. I also believe that there is nothing I’ll get when I die that I’m not offered now.  I would go so far as to say that our only con-
cern should not be about life after death, but about life before death.  Everybody dies, but not everybody lives.  Some people settle 
for existing, and when they do die, it would require a doctor’s certificate of death to verify that fact, because there was never much 
life there in the first place!  Some people could have the following words on the headstone of their grave: Died at forty, buried at 
eighty! 

Resurrection implies new life.  This is the gift we receive every morning as we wake up.  Today is a totally different day from yester-
day.  Part of something being a gift is that someone gives, and someone else receives, and there is no price tag attached.  God doesn’t 
give us our gift of speech to go around talking to ourselves.  If he gives us the gift of life today it is because we can be a life-giving 
person to someone else.  If we have the willingness to do that, then, we can be sure and certain, that the Lord will put in our day the 
people for whom he wants us to touched and feel his divine and loving presence.  On Easter morning of the resurrection, I cannot 
imagine that the one person who was least surprised was Mary.  Without needing to understand, she just knew that all would be well, 
and that goodness will always have the final victory, even if evil seems to triumph for a while.  Easter is about hope, and the only 
real fault for the Christian is not to have hope.  Jesus triumphed over sin, sickness, and death, and, in the words of Paul “having giv-
en us Christ Jesus, will the Father not surely give us everything else?”  There is great need for people of hope in today’s world, and 
in today’s Church, because the doomsday prophets never had it so good!  St. Peter wrote these words to the early Christian commu-
nity: “Always have an explanation to give to those who ask you the reason for the hope that you have”. Peter had experienced, wit-
nessed, and lived through many a failure, so his point about hope is more important because of that. 

Easter is a time when all of nature is blooming, when the death of winter has passed, and when everything comes alive again.  It 
would be really sad, if our inner spirit did not experience some of that reawakening.  There is a movie called ‘Awakenings’, which 
depicts people with mental disabilities displaying glimpses of very intelligent life inside, and the ability, willingness, or  otherwise, of 
those around to respond to that.  Each of us, because of our Baptism, has the potential for divinity within us, in so far as we are invit-
ed to share directly in the life of the Trinity.  Responsibility is about responding to something, and each of us must take personal re-
sponsibility for the gift of Easter, and what it offers and holds for us.  You can walk out the door today, and today can be just another 
yesterday, or you can reflect seriously on all that you have heard, and, somewhere, within your soul or your spirit, you can say yes.  
We will celebrate the results of that yes a few weeks from easter, when we celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  The stone was rolled 
away from the tomb for Jesus on Easter morning, and the doors of the Upper Room were flung open for the apostles at Pentecost. 

Easter is the time of rejoicing and giving thanks to Jesus for his glorious resurrection.  No one can give a comprehensive assurance 
of our yes and our lives except God who secured us from conception to the resurrection and even until we become citizens of heav-

The Power of Forgiveness 

Continued on Page 7 
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SUPREME KNIGHT  

Lessons Learned 

I WISH YOU a blessed Easter!  It is the high point of the liturgical calendar and a 
time of new beginnings, when we remember that our resurrected Lord has come to 
make “all things new.”  

This hope is real for us all right now, as we see signs that the pandemic is beginning 
to recede.  As a Church, and as an Order, the past year has been one of great chal-
lenge.  Just over one year ago (2020 ed.), our churches were closing, our councils 
were canceling events, and our countries and communities were entering lockdown.  

I vividly recall Pope Francis’ solitary address in St. Peter’s Square on March 27, 
2020.  Where thousands of faithful would normally have stood, the Holy Father’s 
voice echoed in the empty square.  That image of Pope Francis speaks to the les-
sons of the past year, as the pandemic has shown us the importance of friendship, of 
faith and of service.  

The first lesson is that Christian life is not one of individualism.  We are made to 
live in communion with one another.  When we are together, we can draw out the best in each other, as iron 
sharpens iron.  It is excellent to see council meetings and activities picking back up.  Though we have adapted 
to virtual meetings and events, there is no substitute for being together in person.  

A second lesson is this: The pandemic has reminded us how much we need the sacraments.  Restrictions were 
undertaken in the interest of physical health, but they often did so at the cost of spiritual health.  Our parishes 
are places where we encounter Christ, and we rejoice to see them reopening and parishioners returning to the 
sacraments once again.  

Finally, the pandemic has powerfully reinforced our call to service, as men and as Knights.  In March of last 
year (2020, ed.), the Order launched our pandemic response initiative, Leave No Neighbor Behind.  In a matter 
of days, councils the world over embraced this effort.  

We supported our brother Knights and their families, helping each other through economic hardships, the loss 
of loved ones and the loss of communal life.  We supported our parishes, standing beside our priests as they 
continued to preach the Good News amid pandemic restrictions.  We supported our communities and fed the 
hungry — providing meals to struggling families and supporting food banks worldwide.  And we held blood 
drives to meet urgent needs and protect the health of our neighbors.  

As Pope Francis said, while standing alone in St. Peter’s Square: “We have realized that we are on the same 
boat … all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the other.”  

At every stage, we have answered the call to serve our neighbors in need.  We have set an example of charity, 
unity and fraternity in the communities and countries where we are present — and beyond.  Just recently, for 
example, the Order provided lifesaving oxygen to remote regions of Brazil and Peru that have been hit hard by 
the pandemic.  

We should be proud of what we’ve done over the past year.  But challenges remain, and we must draw on the 
lessons we’ve learned.  With a greater appreciation of our need for fraternity, let us redouble our commitment 
to our councils and each other.  With an even deeper love for the sacraments, let us devote our strength to re-
newing our parishes.  With knowledge of how fragile life can be, let us put our charitable work at the service 
of the most vulnerable, both near and far.  

It is my great hope and prayer this Easter that we will emerge from this crisis stronger — as a Church and an 
Order.  May Blessed Michael McGivney and St. Joseph lend us their strength.  

Vivat Jesus  

Reprinted from the April 2021 issue of Columbia      Columbia April 2021 by Columbia Magazine - Issuu  

https://issuu.com/columbia-magazine/docs/columbiaapr21en?layout=http%25253A%25252F%25252Fskin.issuu.com%25252Fv%25252Flight%25252Flayout.xml&showFlipBtn=true
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

I hope everyone is having a spiritual and enriching Lenten season as we prepare for the glorious time 

of Easter.  We are finally coming out of the pandemic with many restrictions lifted.  Many councils 

are having fish frys and I encourage everyone to take advantage of these council activities.  You can 

make these fish frys a recruitment event. 

As we enter April there are many events to prepare for that I want you to be aware of.  On April 23rd, 

there will be a retreat at St Mary’s Paca Street.  You will be given a tour by Deacon Vito and you can 

walk the halls that Fr McGivney walked. 

The following day on April 24th we will be having a family picnic at Centennial Park in Howard 

County.  There will be plenty of games for the children, plenty of food and fun and games for the 

adults.  Invite all your council members to attend, it will be a fantastic day.  There is a lake with 

boating available and a path around the lake to enjoy the scenery.  We also will be celebrating Mass 

by our state chaplain. 

We are also preparing for the MD State Convention in May.  Make sure to make your reservations at the Princess Royale in Ocean 

City as soon as possible.  Rooms are going fast.  We will again be having hospitality rooms but there will be limitations that will be 

announced soon.  This will be the final convention in Ocean City because next year we will be in Annapolis.  This is also an election 

year so we need all the delegates to be present.  We will also be giving out the awards to the councils that participated in the Faith in 

Action programs, membership awards and participation awards. 

I hope all the councils that wished to participate in the Affiliate member program have prepared the appropriate information, re-

viewed the data and sent it to your district deputy who then sent it the Supreme council for processing. 

It was also a pleasure to institute the new William E Baldwin Council at Our Lady of the Fields Church in Millersville on March 

20th.  We will also be hosting the Supreme Knight and the Supreme Chaplain in April at St Mary’s Seminary to present Blessed Mi-

chael McGivney at St Mary’s Seminary, council 17759 with their charter.  Congratulations to seminarian charter GK Michael 

Schultz. 

I would like to leave you with an Easter prayer: 

Lord Jesus Christ, Risen One, we offer you every thought of our minds, every step of our feet, every loving action of our hands, and 

every prayer we have spoken on this Lenten journey.  As we stand in the emptiness of this wondrous tomb, fill us with your light 

and love as we proclaim your resurrection from the core of our being:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Remember as Knights “We Are Servant Leaders” 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 

Supreme Chaplain Continued from Page 3 

reconciliation. It is a sacred moment of truth when we allow the risen Lord to pass through the locked door of our fearful hearts, to 

gaze at us with the eyes of mercy and to reveal us to ourselves. 

The examination of our consciences and the confession of our sins unmask our self-righteousness and the pretensions of our hearts. 

In the words of absolution, through the power of the Holy Spirit, the priest — acting in the person of Christ — forgives our sins and 

frees us from our self-made prisons. As the Spirit of the risen Lord descends upon us and cleanses our souls, we rise from the death 

of sin and begin to experience a new freedom to follow Christ. Our relationship with the Church is renewed, and we receive that 

peace the world cannot give (cf. Jn 14:27). 

The first principle of the Knights of Columbus is charity expressed in service to others, especially the vulnerable and those in need. 

Charity is not merely an external action, but rather flows from hearts purified by the power of God’s merciful love. How important 

it is, then, that we embrace the gifts of the Easter season, leaving our false images behind and humbly turning to the Lord. 
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

Easter Symbols and Traditions 

en.  We should be thankful that through Jesus’s resurrection, it gives us the needed hope to courageously face life’s challenge in spite 
of everything.  That without the resurrection our suffering would be meaningless, our belief in God would be nothing, our love 
would be fruitless and our death would be in vain.  “This resurrection gives us unfailing hope in God’s testament of love: we pass 
over from the bondage of Satan to the freedom of Christ, we pass over from an insecure world to the certainty of the Kingdom of 
God and we pass from mortal lives to the abiding presence of God.  Again, we should be thankful for this.  We should be thankful 
that Jesus calls us His friends, his intimate friends in spite of what we have done.  Just like what His apostles have done to Him.  He 
did not accuse them of leaving Him alone in crisis.  He gave them a chance to make up of their lives again because he knew them 
and us too to Him.  He knows our fears, our doubts, our fragilities, our self-centeredness and our unfaithfulness.  He knows our best 
and our worst moments, our ups and downs, our vulnerabilities, brokenness, stupidities, mistakes and hang-ups.  He knows us fully 
and yet in spite of these, he loves us unconditionally. 

Happy Easter!!!!  Vivat Jesus!   
Fr jojo 

Easter symbols and traditions have evolved over time.  To Christians, Easter is the celebration of 
the resurrection of Christ.  Though many Easter traditions are not found in the Bible, the most 
prominent secular symbol of this holiday is the Easter Bunny which was introduced to America by 
the German immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania and brought their tradition of an egg-laying 
hare called “Osterhause” or “Oschter Haws. “Their children made nests in which this creature 
could lay its colored eggs.”  The custom eventually spread across the U.S. and the fabled rabbit’s 
Easter morning deliveries expanded to include chocolate and many other types of candy and gifts, 
and decorated baskets replaced nests.  It was a tradition for children to leave out carrots for the 

bunny in case he got hungry from all the hopping.  As a child growing up it was fun dy-
ing the hard boiled eggs [parents would purchase dye kits which contained different color 
dye tablets in the local grocery store], going on egg hunts, receiving little chicks from the 
pet shops and eating chocolate bunnies. 

Though Easter is a religious holiday some of its customs, such as Easter eggs are pagan 
traditions.  The egg is an ancient symbol of new life associated with pagan festivals cele-
brating spring.  As a Christian perspective, Easter eggs represent Jesus’ emergence from 
the tomb and resurrection.  Decorating eggs is a tradition 

dating back to the 13th century.  An explanation for this custom is that eggs were formerly a forbid-
den food during the Lenten season, so people would paint and decorate them to mark the end of the 
period of penance and fasting, then eat them on Easter as a celebration.  Easter egg hunts and egg 
rolling are two popular egg- related traditions in the U.S. The White House Easter egg roll is an annu-
al event held the Monday after Easter.  Some have considered egg-rolling symbolic of the stone 
blocking Jesus’ tomb being rolled away, leading to his resurrection.   

Then there is the New York City Easter parade dating back to the 1800’s when the wealthy upper 
crust of society would attend Easter services at various fifth avenue churches after which they would 
stroll outside showing off their new spring outfits and hats.  I remember singing the song “In Your 
Easter Bonnet with all the frills upon it you’ll be the grandest lady in the Easter parade,” while in 
grade school.  The Easter parade continues in Manhattan along Fifth Avenue from 49th street to 57th street all traffic is shut down 

during the day.  Participants sport elaborately decorated bonnets and hats. 

A traditional Easter food is lamb.  Christians refer to Jesus as the “Lamb of God,” though lamb at 
Easter also has roots in early Passover celebrations.  In the story of Exodus, the people of Egypt suf-
fered a series of terrible plagues, including the death of their firstborn sons.  Members of the Jewish 
faith painted their doorposts with sacrificed lamb’s blood so that God would “pass over” their homes.  
Jews who converted to Christianity continued the tradition of eating lamb at Easter.  Growing up it 
has been a tradition in my family to make Leg of Lamb for Easter along with all the trimmings fol-
lowed by homemade desserts like Ricotta and Pastiera di Grano [Wheat] pies which my mom made 
from scratch. 

The prominent Easter flower are white Easter Lilies that symbolize the purity of Christ to Chris-
tians and are common decorations in churches and homes around the Easter Holiday.  Their 
growth from dormant bulbs to flowers symbolizes the rebirth and hope of Christs resurrection. 

Wishing you all a Happy Easter, 

Mary Jane, First Lady 

Continued from Page 4 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

When you read this, we will have three months left in the Fraternal Year.  Our Circle 

of Honor (COH) numbers are not looking bad.  However, they are not where we 

want them to be.  Just to keep you up to date you have brought in 580 new members.  

That is 62.57% of our goal.  We need 347 to reach that goal. 

You might ask where are we going to find those new members?  Let’s talk about 

that.  First and foremost, new members are everywhere.  Some of us are still thinking 

the only source of new members is after mass at our parish.  This is far from the 

truth.  

Let me give you a couple of examples.  The State Deputy and I attended the Catholic 

Men’s Conference and with the help of Online Membership we were able to recruit 

three new members.  All three will be assigned to councils.  We were not in church.  I have no idea how many 

times these men were asked to join the Knights.  There was no form 100’s to deal with.  All we had to do was 

ask. 

Another example of the fact that prospects are everywhere is a story I told before, but I think needs repeating.  

I work part time for a funeral home.  While standing at a cemetery one of the cemetery workers stopped to 

talk.  He noticed I had my K of C Pin on my lapel.  He asked if I was in the Knights.  Of course, I said yes.  He 

told me he has been Catholic all his life and often wondered what the Knights do.  After a brief explanation he 

took out his phone and joined.   

I believe these two examples show a couple of 

things.  One, you do not have to be at your par-

ish after mass to ask someone to join the 

Knights.  Prospects are everywhere.  They also 

show how convenient online membership is. 

Another area we need to concentrate on is the 

councils who are inactive in recruiting so far 

this year.  I believe that number is thirty-five.  

If they would each bring in one new member it 

would elevate us to a level where we want and 

need to be.  For those councils remember “One 

is better than none”.  If you need help let us 

know. 

If you need more ideas on recruiting contact 

me or any member on the Council Growth 

Team.  We along with the State Officers are 

there to help in any way we can. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tom O’Hara  
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

We all love a good story. Since our days as children, then through our teenage years 
and now as adults, a good story has a way of bringing excitement into our lives. So, 
what does that have to do with you and the Knights of Columbus? Here are a few 
thoughts on that topic… 
 
Nothing energizes men to put their faith into action more than the programs we run. 
And having run more than 2,200 programs in Maryland this fraternal year, we have 
volumes of content to share with and to inspire one another! Think about it! When 
you spend time with brother Knights at a Free Throw event, or working together at a 
fish fry, or collecting socks or food items, or participating in a prayer service, I imag-

ine that you tell your families and friends later that day about the entire experience! I do!  
 
Moving forward, let’s make a commitment to begin sharing those captivating stories with a wider audience, 
such as those involving our parishioners, our local community, and our brother Knights! Trust me, in today’s 
world we all are aching to hear good news, especially when it involves serving others. 
 
For the purpose of space this month, let’s look at some of the most effective ways to share your news among 
Knights here in Maryland: 
 
Maryland State Newsletter: This monthly on-line publication is packed with great content and editor Jeff 
Koscho continually looks for good pictures and stories to post. Send your stories to Jeff at: 
jkoscho@hotmail.com.  
 
Maryland State Facebook Page: Social Media Chairman Joe Massimini operates this site that is everything 
you look for in social medial programing. Send your pictures for posting to Joe at: 
joemassi@comcast.net.  
 
Program Happy Hours: I have the honor of hosting these free-wheeling sessions, usually on the last Monday 
of most months. We follow no formal script, but instead focus on GK’s sharing stories about programs that are 
driving lots of excitement within their councils! 
 
Chapter Meetings: I wish every Grand Knight would find a way to attend at least one meeting per quarter! 
This is a comfortable and engaging forum that provides a unique opportunity for a council leader to stand up 
and tell the audience about a program that makes him proud to be a Knight! And there is no preparation need-
ed. Just show up and share your story! 
 
Let’s face it. Some of our best stories are the ones still waiting to be told. Don’t keep yours hidden in a closet 
or saved on some hard drive. Make it a habit within your council to reach out to others and let them know the 
good news on what you are doing to put your faith into action! All of us will be glad that you did! Vivat Jesus! 
Terry 

mailto:jkoscho@hotmail.com.
mailto:joemassi@comcast.net
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Long Term Care 

All insurance, no matter what kind, is designed to mitigate risk.  The Knights of Columbus pro-

vides insurance to avoid the risks of dying too soon (life insurance), living too long (retirement 

annuities), an unexpected illness or accident (disability income) and today’s article involving a 

chronic illness (Long Term Care).  I’d like to begin the article with a little history.  In 2000, the 
Knights decided to add Long Term Care (LTC) to our top-rated portfolio.  There was some dis-

cussion as to whether it would be our own product, or if we would place the emblem of the Or-

der over another provider’s plan.  We decided to back our product with the full financial strength 

of the Knights of Columbus.  We partnered with a third-party provider who had experience in 

the care industry.  This was proven to have been a very wise decision as while life insurance 

companies were very well-versed in projecting mortality (how long a person was expected to 

live) they were not so adept in projecting morbidity (the likelihood of a chronic illness).  Many 

companies who entered the LTC arena had only a small amount of data available to calculate an 

accurate premium for this newly emerging product.  They used lapse (retention of product) ratios 

that were like their life insurance business.  The concept of adverse selection (those who need 

the coverage the most are likely to keep the coverage in force) was not considered in projections as there was no product histo-

ry to rely on.  These early pioneers had to raise their premiums significantly as customers began to use their benefits.  In fact, 

many of these companies are no longer offering Long Term Care at all.  Having had the experience of a third party provider 

working with us, the Knights priced our product appropriately.  Since starting into the LTC business in 2000, and later intro-

ducing the Long Term Care Plus product on August 18, 2014, we have never raised our premiums. 

Most people would agree that the greater a risk is, the more it should be protected against.  Home mortgages require private 

mortgage insurance to protect the lender if the home were to be destroyed.  You can’t get a loan unless the amount borrowed is 

significantly lower than the home’s value without private mortgage insurance.  To get a driver’s license you need to provide 
proof of automobile insurance.  These insurance products are mandatory because the mortgage lenders and the Department of 

Motor Vehicles understand that, if left to our own devices, we might not provide the protection necessary.  Here are some so-

bering statistics: the likelihood of being in a car accident is 1 in 366 for every 1,000 miles driven, the likelihood of your home 

burning down is 1 in 3000, the likelihood of people over the age of 65 requiring some form of LTC during their lifetimes is 7 
in 10! 

When our LTC product was first introduced, it was marketed as an estate preservation tool and it will surely protect your as-

sets if a chronic illness strikes.  To give you an example, here are the average costs of care in the State of Maryland: 

 

Skilled Nursing Facility – Daily Cost Home Health Care HR / Visit Averages  Assisted Living (Monthly) 

Semi-Private Room: $318  Home Health Aide (Per Hour) $25  Studio Apt $5,307 

Private Room:  $349  Licensed Nurse (Per Visit) $120  1 Bedroom Apt $6,209  

     Registered Nurse (Per Visit) $130  2 Bedroom Apt $6,553 

 

There are other costs involved besides retirement funds.  Many times, we will hear “my wife will take care of me.”  At this 

point I’ll generally ask the member to lay down on the floor and ask his wife to pick him up.  Everyone gets a good chuckle 

but I remind them that it’s reality when someone is chronically ill.  A caregiver bears an enormous burden both physically and 

mentally when caring for a loved one.   

Our Long Term Care product will protect what you’ve saved over an entire working life while also protecting those you love 
the most from having to provide that care.  Most people who purchase LTC have had experience with a chronically ill person.  

With a 70% chance of requiring it after age 65, wouldn’t you agree that the greater a risk is, the more it should be protected 

against? 

By: General Agent Robert Callaway, LUTCF, FICF (e-mail: Robert.Callaway@KOFC.ORG) 
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AROUND MARYLAND 
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest  

The Keep Christ in Christmas Poster contest is a fun way to involve family members of the community into the Knights of Colum-

bus Faith In Action Programs.  It allows Knights in our councils to witness the creativity and optimism of the youth in our communi-

ties.  For the Maryland State Annual Keep Christ in Christmas contest for Christmas 2021,digital copies of entries were submitted in 

lieu of hardcopy submissions.  Contest entrants competed in three age groups—ages 5 through 7, ages 8 through 10, and ages 11 

through 14.  The first place winner is forwarded to the Supreme Council for order wide judging.  The Maryland State Council re-

ceived a total of 74 entries from 25 councils. 

In the Christmas 2020 competition, two Maryland State winners also placed at the Supreme competition: Maia Te was awarded first 

place in the age 11-14 group, (Submitted by Cardinal Gibbons Council 2521) and Emily Vasquez was awarded third place in the age 

8 though 10 group (Submitted by St. John the Evangelist Council 11171). 

Age 5 through 7 

1st Place 

Madison Dossa, 

Baltimore, MD 

Submitted by  

Cardinal Gibbons 

Council #2521 and Fr. 

A. Leo Abendschoen 

Council #11615 

2nd Place 

Scottie Champion, Annapolis, MD 

Submitted by  

Annapolis Council #1384 

3rd Place 

Emily Wisniewski, West Friendship, MD 

Submitted by  

Resurrection Council #11341 
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Age 8 through 10 
1st Place 

Savina Macale, Jop-

pa, MD 

Submitted by  

Cardinal Gibbons 

Council #2521 and Fr. 

A. Leo Abendschoen 

Council #11615 

2nd Place 

Raegan Corner, Centreville, MD 

Submitted by  

Regina Coeli Council #2274 

3rd Place 

Kara Strong, Ellicott City, MD 

Submitted by  

Fr. Joseph J. Comyns Council #7025 
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Age 11 through 14 
1st Place 

Zaria Medley,   

Baltimore, MD 

Submitted by  

Santo Nino Council 

#2521 

2nd Place 

Vincent Nguyen, Lexington Park, MD 

Submitted by  

Immaculate Heart of Mary Council #9968 

3rd Place 

Stephany Sanchez-Hernandez, Clinton, MD 

Submitted by  

St. John the Evangelist Council #11171 
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Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore Council #205 125th Anniversary 

On March 6, 2022, the Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore Council #205, the oldest council south of the Mason-Dixon Line, celebrated 

the 125th anniversary of its founding.  The celebratory Mass was at Saint Bernardines Roman Catholic Church. The Founding Date 

of the Council was February 21, 1897.  The main celebrant for the Mass was Our Worthy Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William 

Lori. The Mass started with a procession from Worthy District Master, Sir Knight Fritz Leach, and members of the Maryland Dis-

trict Color Corps. 

State Free Throw Competition 
On Saturday March 19th, the MD State Council held its annual State Basketball Free Throw Competition at St. Vincent Pallotti High 
School in Laurel MD.  12 Councils and 5 Districts were represented by the winners of district Free Throw competitions held across 
the state.  Athletes travelled from as far as Easton MD to compete in this year’s Free Throw event.  MD State Secretary Chris Powers 
and wife Annie were on hand to support the athletes and present the awards. The competition included 21 boys and 14 girls ages 9 – 
14.  A special note of thanks goes out to MD State Basketball Free Throw Chairman Brian Trott and wife Kate and Chairman Walt 
Williams for all their efforts to make this year’s competition a success!  Also, a big thank you to each council and district that held a 
Free Throw competition this year and a special thanks to every Knight who came out to lend a hand!  The big smiles on the faces of 
our athletes and their family members says it all!  (By Bill Newbrough, Director of Community Programs) 

The Catholic Daughters Court St. Bernardine. 

#2387  

 

The Oblate 

sisters Of 

Providence 

with Deacon 

Curtis Turner 

Maryland 

State Deputy 

Vince Grauso 

presents the 

anniversary 

certificate to 

Grand Knight 

David Mase 

Ghee 
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Founders Day Mass and Reception 

The Maryland State family gathered together on Sunday, 27 March to celebrate the 140th anniversary of the establishment of the 

Knights of Columbus by Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney.  The Knights of Columbus received its charter on March 29, 1882 from 

the State of Connecticut.  In forming the organization Father McGivney hoped to help Catholic men remain steadfast in their faith 

through mutual encouragement while establishing an elementary system of insurance so that the widows and children of members 

in the group who might die would not find themselves in dire financial straits.  The Maryland celebration took place with a Mass at 

St. John the Evangelist Church  in Sliver Spring, followed by a reception, to include honoring the State’s honorees in the State 

Recognition Program. 
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Recognition Program 

The Maryland State Knights of Columbus celebrated the honorees selected in the State Recognition Program at the annual Founders 

Day reception.  For 2022, The Maryland State Council recognized Firefighter, Police Officer, Catholic School Teacher, CCD Teach-

er, and Healthcare Worker of the Year.  The State Council also recognized the Family of the Year and Citizen of the Year.  A special 

category was added this year: Posthumous Firefighter / Paramedic Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Citizen of the Year 

SK Charles “Chuck” Shilling, PGK 

Nominated by Maryland District 29 

Chuck served for several years as an advisor and advocate supporting the State 

of Maryland ‘s Criminal Justice system.  He served as a lobbyist in Annapolis 

and was personally involved in promoting 23 statute laws designed to bring more 

balance to the Justice System. 

Chuck also serves as an instructor for Catholic Marriage preparation and serves 

as chairman of the board of directors for the St. Mary’s County Youth memorial, 

a non-profit organization dedicated to the memory of people under 18 who lost 

their lives.  Chuck also serves as a volunteer member of his community Fire & 

Rescue Squad, certified as an EMT and an I-V Technician.   

PGK Shilling of Holy Face Council #3849, led his council in achieving double 

Star Council in 2021 by organizing and participating in numerous activities such 

as the Polar Bear Plunge. 

Posthumous Firefighter / Paramedic Lifetime Achievement  

Firefighter Kenneth “Kenny” Lacayo 

Nominated by St. Joseph Manyanet Council #5564 

Kenny joined the Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad in May 2011 and steadily ad-
vanced through the ranks.  He became a Firefighter in 2012, a Paramedic in 2014 and 
a founding member of the Honor Guard in 2017.  Among the awards he earned in his 
career includes “Paramedic of the Year” in 2016, and “Top Ten” responder in 2015 
and 2016. He also receive a Unit Citation in 2018 for life saving action responding to 
a pedestrian struct by a car. 

Kenny joined the Baltimore Fire Department in October 2014 and was assigned to 
Engine 4 in August 2021. 

On 24 January 2022, Firefighter/Paramedic Kenneth Lacayo responded to a fire in 
Baltimore.  He passed away from injuries sustained from a partial collapse of the 
structure. 

Receiving the award for the Lacayo family was Gamunu Wijetunge, President of the 
Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad, Inc.. 

Firefighter of the Year 

Sergeant Jayden Collier 

Nominated by Patuxent Council #2203 

Jayden serves as a Firefighter and an EMT for the Laurel Volunteer Rescue 

Squad since he joined as a cadet in 2016.  Jayden is Certified in Firefighter, 

EMT, Rescue Training, and Swift Water Rescue..  Jayden can be found running 

rescue calls, drilling, training with others, or assisting with the administrative 

tasks of his Rescue Squad. 

On one rescue call this past year, Sergeant Collier’s fire engine arrived first on 

scene..  Jayden led his crew into a townhouse that was heavily engulfed in 

flames.  Battling dense smoke and working together as a team, Jayden and his 

fellow firefughters quickly extinguished the blaze before it could spread to the 

adjacent townhouses.  Jayden’s “Can-do” attitude and leadership helped him and 

his fire crew attacked the fire until it was safely extinguished.  
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Police Officer of the Year 

Police Officer First Class Todd Persuhn 

Nominated by Havre De Grace Council #2002 

Todd joined the Havre De Grace Police department after his active duty 

commitment in the Marine Corps.  After a few years on the force, Todd 

attended the Harford County Sherriff’s sniper school where he earned 

the honor of Top Shot. 

Todd is a Police Officer both in and out of uniform.  For example, driv-

ing home from work one day in January 2020, Todd heard a report on 

the radio of a gunman actitively engaging law enforcement in a gun 

battle.  Todd immediately rushed to the scene, quickly gathered intelli-

gence from the other officers, rallied them to take a stand and was able 

to effectively establish coverage and containment of the assailant in an 

extremely chaotic and dangerous environment 

Healthcare Worker of the Year 

Sydney Krell 

Nominated by Rosensteel Council #2169 

Sydney works at the University of Maryland Medical Center, in the Medical 

Intensive Care Unit after passing the Nursing Board Exam in 2021.  She 

works closely with critically ill patients, some suffering from COVID-19, 

working hard to provide the best possible care to her patients and helping to 

ease a loved one’s worries. 

Sydney continues to take on new challenges.  For example, when a patient 

needed a Continuous Renal Replacement Therapy (CRRT) machine, Sydney 

completed the meticulous specialized training required to operate and main-

tain the CRRT machine so she could care for the patient. 

CCD Teacher of the Year 

Randolph “Randy” J. Ostle 

Nominated by St. Louis The King Council #11898 

Randy taught youth religious education for 45 years.  Randy’s reward is 

setting his students on the right path of deepening faith while living the 

work of God. 

As a member of the religious education resource team, Randy has sup-

ported parents and students through Living Rosaries and Living Advent 

wreaths, serving as a Catechist for 7-10th grades, Confirmation Classes, 

chaperone at bonfires and retreats, and serving as a member of the par-

ent  “Happy Holy Hour” Program 

Catholic School Teacher of the Year 

Karen Sears 

Nominated by Annapolis Council #1384 

Karen is a teacher at St. Mary’s Catholic Elementary School in Annapolis 
where she specializes in Religious and Social Studies. 

During the COVID pandemic, Karen developed and administered an online 
Catholic faith based curriculum designed to ensure that her students could 
continue to grow, embrace, and learn about their Catholic Faith.  Karen 
continues to lead a school-wide “Pray the Rosary” program. 

Karen also leads the St. Mary’s Elementary School Community Outreach 
program through “Saints in Action” and “Christ Child” Projects and co-
chairs the annual council “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest. 



Maryland State Council  April 2022 

Volume 2, Issue 10 www.kofc-md.org Page 18 

Family of the Year 

Brian and Marianne Hiles Family 

Nominated by Our Lady of Guadalupe Council #12127 

The Hiles family moved to Maryland in 2011 and immediately 

put their faith into action in countless ways as witnesses to what 

it means to live as a Catholic Family. 

Brian and Marianne Hiles have four sons: Nick (25), Charles 

(14), Max (12) and Ethan (9).  They also have three daughters: 

Michaela (23), Catherine (21), and Maria (17)..  The entire fami-

ly is involved in some form of ministry at St. John Neumann 

Parish in Gaithersburg. 

Brian and his family have been par tof the Knights of Columbus 

for 28 years.  Brian currenly serves as Deputy Grand Knight of Our Lady of Guadalupe Council #12127. 

Brian is a member of the men’s ministry leadership team of St. John Neumann Parish and serves as a group discussion moderator for 

the weekly “That Man Is You” sessions.  Brian, with two other men in the parish, leads a daily virtual Rosary.  He also serves as 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Lector, and Usher for the Parish’s Youth Mass.  Brian also serves as a member of the 

“Overnight Guardian Team” covering the late night hours of the Parish’s Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. 

Marianne is engaged in assisting the community as well.  She serves as an advance practice nurse at Frederick Memorial Hospital.  

She has served on the Board of Directors of the Shady Grove Pregnancy Center, helping women find alternatives to abortion.  In this 

role, she assists the center orchestrate its annual fundraising banquet.  She serves the Parish as an Extraordinary Mishister of Holy 

Communion. 
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William E. Baldwin, Sr. Council 
Maryland’s newest council, William E. Baldwin, Sr. Council was instituted on 20 March 2022 at Our Lady of the Fields Parish in 

Millersville.  William E. Baldwin, Sr. Council welcomed 22 new Knights into the third degree of the order at an Exemplification of 

Charity, Unity, and Fraternity conducted prior to the institution of the council.   

The new council’s namesake was the man who donated the land for Our Lady of the Fields Parish.  Along with the 22 new Knights, 

more than 58 Knights transferred into the new council for over 70 Charter Members.  State Deputy Vincent Grauso and Fraternal 

Benefits Advisor Jerry Kane were the driving forces behind the formation of the new council along with District Deputy 24 Jim 

Ryan.   

The District 24 Degree team included Presiding Officer - Jim Ryan, DD24; Speaker on Charity - John Paraschak, GK Annapolis 

Council; Speaker on Unity - David Rahn, Recorder Annapolis Council; Speaker on Fraternity - Jeff Maynard, DW24 and PGK Holy 

Trinity Council; Wardens - Roger Donnelly, PGK, FDD; Tom Kaiser, GK Holy Trinity Council; Derek Simard, GK Archbishop 

Keough Council. 

Grand Knight Patrick 

(Pat) Brady addresses 

the new Knights and the 

audience 

 Speaker on Charity - John Para-
schak, GK Annapolis Council  

Speaker on Unity - David Rahn, 

Recorder Annapolis Council  

Speaker on Fraternity - Jeff 

Maynard, DW24  Presiding Officer - Jim Ryan, DD24  

Warden - Roger 

Donnelly assist-

ing State Secre-

tary Chris Pow-

ers distribute 

Rosaries 

GK Derek Simard from 

Archbishop Keough 

council assisting State 

Deputy Vince Grauso 

distribute Rosaries 
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124th Convention of the Maryland State Council 
The 124th Annual Convention of the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is only 1 month 
from now.  We still have a few rooms at the Princess Royale Hotel.  You can’t get a room unless you register 
for the Convention.  Registration is still open and the registration website is www.mdkocconvention.org    If 
you have already registered but need to make corrections, you can go to this same website and select the 
“Update Your Registration” button, and access your registration information and make the revisions you want.  
The Registration website will be closed around the first of May so that we can prepare for the Convention.  
You will be able to walk-in to the Convention and register, but we can’t be confident that you will have a room 
in the Hotel. 

Beginning April 1, you will not be able to order convention shirts because we will be sending our order to the 
manufacturer on April 1.  We will include some extras in most sizes, so you may get the opportunity to pur-
chase a shirt at the Convention. 

If you go to the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org  tap on the tab for “Leader Resources” in the center 
of the red bar, under the State Council logo.  On the resultant list you’ll find “State Convention 2022”.  At this 
site you will find information about Convention registration, the Convention booklet advertisements, the golf 
tournament, and more.  Please get your ad for the Program Booklet into Ray Cilento immediately.  We need 
time to proof and print the booklet. 

Keep May 13, 14, and 15 of 2022 open for the Convention.  We look forward to seeing you at Ocean, filling 
up every available room in the Princess Royale, something the Knights always do.  This will be the last year at 
the Princess Royale so let’s go out in style!  Come down and support your District’s or Council’s Hospitality 
Suite.  We have 14 suites this year. Enjoy yourself at a great and always fraternal Convention.  

We are looking for some help with the Children’s activities on Friday and Saturday.  If you have a couple of 
hours that you can provide to work with the activity team, please email me at MSallese11@Verizon.net, and 
we can talk further.  Thanks. 

If you have specific questions, the Convention Committee’s contact information can be found in the State Di-
rectory. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike Sallese 
Convention Chairman 

Maryland State Spring Meeting 
The Maryland State Officers and staff met with the District Deputies and District Wardens in Easton on the weekend of 25-26 March 
to discuss plans to finish Fraternal year 2021-2022 strong.  A social was held with all invited Friday evening, and all went to discuss 
the business of meeting membership goals, planning successful programs, and trading notes on council success-
es. 

http://www.mdkocconvention.org
http://www.kofc-md.org
mailto:MSallese11@Verizon.net
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HISPANIC PAGE 
Cristo, el Redentor 

By Padre Miguel Angel Martinez, C.Ss.R. 

El tiempo cuaresmal nos llama a fijar nuestra mirada de una manera más profunda e intensa en el misterio de nuestra redención. Por 

eso, asumo este considerable desafío de compartir con ustedes una breve reflexión sobre la redención, pues es un tema difícil y exi-

gente. Hablar o escribir sobre la redención es tocar el propio corazón de la fe cristiana. En la Palabra de Dios y en toda la historia de 

la Iglesia se usan metáforas para referirse a la redención. Las metáforas son esencialmente símbolos por eso no puede ser tomada 

como expresión que agote el sentido de una determinada verdad. Las metáforas pueden expresar diversas dimensiones de una deter-

minada verdad o realidad. Además tenemos que considerar que el modo como la biblia habla de la redención está condicionada por 

diferentes contextos culturales, sociológicos y religiosos. 

Nosotros usaremos la palabra Go’el con el sentido de Redentor. En las escrituras hebreas, Dios es el Redentor de Israel. Dios escoge 

ser el más cercano pariente de sangre y el único que da su Palabra como redentor de su pueblo. En Jesús esa palabra de Dios se 

hace carne, es la Encarnación de Dios, Jesús se hace humano para ser el Go’el, el pariente de sangre más cercano no solo de una fa-

milia o de un grupo tribal sino de todo ser humano y de toda la familia humana. 

Los pasajes del Segundo Isaías hablan una y otra vez de una relación familiar de sangre entre el Dios de Israel y el Israel de Dios. 

Dios es para Israel como la madre para el hijo. El profeta les recuerda que Dios es su Go’el, su Redentor. En el Segundo Isaías, se 

encuentran numerosas expresiones que se refieren a la función del Go´el y que dan nuevos acordes a la simbología del Redentor de 

Israel: rescate, redención, poner en libertad, restaurar, justificar, expiar… 

Ecos de la comprensión de la redención en el sentido de Go´el se encuentran en muchos de los salmos, en Ezequiel (Yo mismo bus-

caré a mis ovejas y las apacentaré), en Oseas (Me compadeceré de la no-compadecida…) y en algunos otros pasajes de la Escritura 

hebrea. Pero es en Isaías 40-55 donde la noción bíblica de Dios como Redentor de Israel se expresa de modo más vivo. 

En los Evangelios podemos ver que la Encarnación del Hijo de Dios es el absoluto compromiso de Dios en solidaridad y cercanía a 

la familia humana como nuestro real pariente de sangre más cercano. Jesús llama a sus discípulos hermanos y hermanas y les enseña 

a dirigirse a Dios como Abba, Padre. Las consecuencias de esta nueva forma de relación se manifiestan cuando Jesús se acerca a los 

desechados y a los marginados. Declara públicamente su solidaridad con ellos. Su manera de orar y su comunidad de discípulos, 

incorporan esta nueva manera de relación. Jesús va más allá de las barreras levantadas contra los pobres por la sociedad, para exten-

der la promesa y la experiencia de redención. 

Veamos algunos ejemplos de cómo Jesús se hace Go´el o Redentor de sus hermanos y hermanas: 

El leproso se acerca a Jesús en busca de curación: Si tú quieres puedes curarme…La respuesta de Jesús es por supuesto que quiero, 

lo toca y queda sano. Jesús redime al leproso con su acción sanadora. La mujer sorprendida en adulterio que es llevada ante Jesús 

tal como estaba. Jesús la restaura en su dignidad y la envía a recorrer su camino, aunque con la exigencia de conversión. La de Za-

queo es una historia de redención. Como el joven rico, Zaqueo busca a Jesús, quiere verlo. Ante la llamada de Jesús se convierte y 

devuelve todo lo que ha ganado de manera ilícita. Ante la crítica de la gente Jesús responde que hoy ha llegado la salvación a esta 

casa porque el Hijo del Hombre ha venido a buscar y salvar lo perdido. 

Este Go´el – Redentor aparece nuevamente en la historia de la viuda de Naim y su hijo. La madre no necesita pedir el milagro pues 

el Go´el ya ha entendido la situación, era una viuda y el difunto era su único hijo, fuera de Dios no tenía otro Go´el. Dios asume las 

responsabilidades de Go´el. Para Jesús, la compasión siempre está por encima de las leyes sobre la pureza e impureza. La mujer 

hemorroisa que teme admitir que ha tocado a Jesús. Ella es hija de Israel y es liberada y reintegrada. Están también los poseídos del 

demonio liberados por su palabra. Redención también significa que se rompe la atadura del espíritu de este mundo y que Satán no va 

a seguir dominando sin rival. Jesús se hace así el pariente más cercano de todas aquellas gentes, aun cuando sus parientes de raza 

fallen. 

La vida toda de Jesús proclama restauración, liberación y nuevas formas de relación y de comunión. Es suficiente para alguien estar 

en dificultades para que Jesús actué como su pariente de sangre. 

Esta breve e incompleta presentación sobre el significado del Go´el-Redentor ha querido ser una llamada y motivación para que Dios 

pueda continuar su obra redentora y su presencia en el mundo a través de cada uno de nosotros, especialmente en este tiempo cuares-

mal que estamos viviendo. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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Los nuevos Sir Knight’s Hispanos para la Asamblea 3769 San 
Alfonso Maria de Ligorio que recibieron los honores del 4to 
Grado el pasado 5 de Marzo, de (izq. a der.) Miguel Pellegrino, 
Yonathan Marroquin, Oscar Mendoza, German Cabrera, Jose 
Flores y Ezequiel Lopez 

Los nuevos Caballeros Hispanos que tomaron los 
honores de 3er Grado el pasado 27 de Marzo en 
West Virginia Domingo Tlapanco, Rogelio Lujan, 
Walter Hughlett, Mauricio Amaya, Jorge Rodri-
guez y Edy Herrera, junto a ellos el Diputado del 
Estado Frank Koenig (izq) SK Miguel Pellegrino, 
presidente de la mesa redonda, el Gran Caballero 
Mike Arndt (der)  

El Capellán del Consejo 
Msgr. el Padre Thomas 
Gallagher, bendice los 

Rosarios  de los nuevos 
Caballeros hispanos 

durante la ceremonia de 
grado. 

El Monseñor Thomas Gallagher (izq) junto al Diacono Luis Pagano 
(der) escoltan a los nuevos Caballeros junto a sus esposas después 
de recibir los honores del 3er Grado en la Iglesia San Jose Martins-
burg en West Virginia  

The Three Amigos!!! Chris Gonzalez 
(izq) coordinador hispano del Consejo 
Supremo; Mike Arndt (cen) Gran Cabal-
lero del Consejo 1169 Monseñor Lackey 
y Frank Koenig (der) Diputado del Es-
tado de West Virginia corta el pastel en 
honor de los Nuevos Caballeros His-
panos  

Los nuevos Caballeros hispanos listos para ser investidos por el Diputado del Estado Frank Koenig con el Rosario   de la Orden 

de Caballeros de Colón para llevarlo con Orgullo y Dignidad.  
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Incentive Raffle 
This year’s Incentive Cash Raffle Drawing was held following the MD 
State Council’s Founder’s Day celebration and Recognition Awards Din-
ner held at Fr. Rosensteel Council # 2169 in Silver Spring MD on Sunday 
March 27, 2022.  Over 250 guests and honorees were in attend-
ance.  Knight’s Councils across the state of Maryland sold 136,369 raffle 
tickets raising $81,821.40 for the charitable work of participating Coun-
cils.   

This year’s 1st Place - $20,000 Prize winning ticket was sold by St. Tim-
othy Council #12255 in Walkersville MD.  The winner is a long time 
member of the Council who has supported the Incentive Raffle for many 
years. 

The 2nd Place - $3,000 Prize winning ticket was sold by San Juan Nue-
mann de Baltimore Council #16611 which meets at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish in Baltimore MD. 

The 3rd Place - $1,500 Prize winning ticket was sold by Maurice J. McDonough Council #12128 in Pomfret, MD.  The ticket was 
purchased in the name of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Pomfret with the parish office number as point of contact.  The parish sec-
retary was thrilled and pleased to hear of the parish’s good fortune! 

Top Selling Councils: 
Council # 10525 – 9,854 tickets sold   Council # 13463 – 3,378 tickets sold 
Council # 6021 – 6,332 tickets sold    Council # 2279 – 3,403 tickets sold 
Council # 1393 – 6,326 tickets sold    Council # 7914 – 3,779 tickets sold 
Council # 2577 – 5,061 tickets sold    Council # 2809 – 4,105 tickets sold 

Many thanks to each and every Council that supported this year’s Incentive Cash Raffle!  The purchase of each ticket helped make 
our charitable work possible and every ticket was a winner!  A special thanks goes out to Incentive Raffle Chairman Gary Gray and 
Jay Konar for all their hard work and dedication in making this year’s raffle a success. 

Citizen of the Year SK Chuck Shilling drawing the win-
ning tickets assisted by (left to right) Raffle Chairman 
Jay Konar, Community Director Bill Newbrough and 
Raffle Chairman Gary Gray  
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Pilgrim Icon Program 
The Pilgrim Icon for the 2021-2022 fraternal year is dedicated to St. Joseph.  Maryland has four icons that 

travel through the state.  The schedule below gives the dates when the icons are available to the Districts.  

Please contact your District Deputy or District Warden to have the icon schedule for your council.  

2022 Stephen Jacobs, FDD – Pilgrim Icon Chairman ninjaterp@verizon.net 301-875-9871  

 

St. Joseph ICON - 1 Host District: General Area 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 05 Glen Burnie 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 17 Catonsville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 Districts 23 Elkridge 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 01 Ellicott City 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 21 Sykesville/Owings Mills 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 25 Frederick/Taneytown 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 08 Frederick/Hancock 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 20 Cumberland & West 

St. Joseph ICON – 2 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 31 Ijamsville/Mt. Airy 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 28 Baltimore City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 32 Baltimore City 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 07 Dundalk 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 19 Baltimore City 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 27 Abingdon/Parkton 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 16 Aberdeen/Forest Hill 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District  13 North Baltimore 

St. Joseph ICON - 3 Host District: General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 24 Annapolis 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 22 Salisbury/Ocean City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 26 Easton/Chestertown 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 03 Largo/Upper Marlboro 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 09 Prince Frederick 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 29 Lexington Park 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 02 Hollywood 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 12 Waldorf 

St. Joseph ICON - 4 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 15 Forestville 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 04 Bowie/Mitchellville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 14 Greenbelt/Takoma Park 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 10 Laurel 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 11 Silver Spring 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 18 Bethesda/Rockville 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 30 Olney/Gaithersburg 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 06 Germantown/Damascus 
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The Knights of Columbus Family of the Month program promotes and supports the development of strong 
and vibrant families by recognizing the good work being done every day in the homes of our neighbors. Rec-
ognized families outwardly exhibit strong ties of love and faith, exemplifying Catholic family values and 
making meaningful contributions to their parish and larger community  

On the 15th day of each month — from August through July — Family of the Month reporting forms will be 
drawn at random from among all entries received at the Supreme Council office for the previous month.  
Each of the selected families will receive a special Holy Family gift, along with a personal letter of congratu-
lations from the Supreme Knight  

For February 2022 sixteen Maryland Councils submitted a Family of the Month to the Supreme Council. 

The February 2022 Family of the Month selected by Supreme Council is the Dennis Cantwell family submit-
ted by Our Lady of the Wayside Council 16986, Chaptico, MD 

 

References: 

Supreme Chaplain—Jn 20:21-23 —John, CHAPTER 20 | USCCB   
Supreme Chaplain—Jn 16:8 — John, CHAPTER 16 | USCCB  

Supreme Chaplain—Jn 14:27—John, CHAPTER 14 | USCCB   
Shrine Usher Ministry — Shrine Usher Ministry | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  

Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk 
Friday March 18th started just a foggy day for many in Maryland.  But at 8:00am 53 Super Plungers made their way to check 
into a Tent at Sandy Point State Park at the Western Entrance to the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.  Among them was our own 
Brother Knight Bryan Adamczyk.  Once they got their check-in package and signed their wavers it was time to get changed 
and head to the beach.  

After a mystical Opening Ceremony where the Maryland Special Olympics Flame of Hope came to the shore by boat almost 
mystically appearing out of the fog, the team was thanked and addressed by CEO James Schmutz and Various Special Olympic 
Athletes.  Then at 10:00am the team set out to make a splash as they took what was to be the First of 24 straight plunges into 
the Chesapeake Bay at the top of every hour for a full day.  

Yes, that is correct each of the 53 plungers including Bryan, willingly entered the cold Chesapeake Bay, with a Water Temper-
ature of 26°F, for a full day on the hour.  

It was nice day while the sun was up.  The festive themes kept the plungers energy levels and motivation high during the day.  
As day turned to night as the sun went down, each dip got a little tougher to take.  But the team pressed on and kept plunging. 
Midnight was even broken up as many of the team led by Bryan tried to gender Equify the midnight princess plunge.  Then as 
the dark of the moon hours crept in the team relied on each other to keep going.  Around 7am, it was almost as if God wished 
to thank the team for their efforts with a beautiful sunrise coming up over the bay on Saturday Morning.  It was clear that spir-
its were lifted as the last plunges, covered live on WBAL, seemed to be much more excited and energetic than ever before.  

For the third year in a row, Bryan states that he is very happy to take on this sacrifice for the Special Olympics Athletes of 
Maryland.  He has always stated that this is for them.  He was Quoted on WBAL stating “This is all about the athletes, not 
about us.  I mean, yeah, most people think its crazy to willingly go run into the bay in January or March, but if I can take a lit-
tle cold, or sometimes a lot of cold so someone gets to enjoy a sport they might not have otherwise, bring it on.”   

Thanks to sponsors, and individual donations, Bryan was able to raise, with his Ambassador Teammate Lori “Action” Plaxen 
$11,376 for this year’s Super Plunge.  Combined with his fellow 53 Super Plungers, as a Team raised over $525,000.  That’s 
correct, the Super Plunge team brought in over a half million dollars for Special Olympics, a record for Special Olympics.  

So, I hope you enjoy the pictures and as always, I thank you all for your support.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/16
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/14
https://kofc-md.org/shrine-usher-ministry/
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Sponsored by Maryland Knights of Columbus 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 Rain or Shine  

11am-5pm, Mass at 4pm 

Howard County                              
Centennial Park Pavilion H 

 

Playground, Face Painting, Basketball, 

Tennis, Volleyball Courts, Fishing,   Ca-

noe/Kayak/Paddle Boat Rentals, 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Smoked  

Pulled Pork, Sides and Desserts,  

Beer, Wine, Soda and Water 

Tons of Fun for the Entire Family! 

Huge Covered Pavilion     
            

28 Picnic Tables                       
Plenty of Parking                       
Easily Accessible 

Door Prizes and Giveaways                     

$10 for Adults and children 10 and older  

$8 for children 6-9, ages 5 and under are FREE 

For more information email TKreumont@outlook.com or call 240-375-2446.                                                                            

For Tickets, complete the form below and mail with check payable to:                                                        

“MD State Council Family Picnic” Completed Form with check must be received by April 14th, 2022  

Mail to:   

Tom Reumont              

4320 August Drive        

Port Republic, MD 20676 

Name: ________________________________________________________________     

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State:________________  Zip: _________ 

Phone: ________________________________  Email: __________________________     

# Under 5 yrs Free ________________                  # 6-9 yrs @ $8 per ________________                                         

#10 yrs and older $10 per___________                    Total Due: _____________________ 
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March 14, 2022  

Worthy Grand Knights,  

The Maryland State Council MaryGold Program is a motherhood recognition effort that encourages councils 

to honor Mary our Mother, and all mothers everywhere.  Each Council is encouraged to honor the mothers of 

their Parish with a special thank you and recognition.  There are many ways that each Council can choose to 

honor mothers.  

The first thing that every council can do, and should do, is to insert an article in their Church bulletin  

and flock notes thanking all mothers on Mother’s Day.  The article should be one of thanks for all that moms 

do and the strength they provide each day.  Please plan on scheduling a bulletin and Flocknote announcement 

thanking mothers on Mother’s Day.  

 An additional option for councils is to distribute marigold flowers or other simple flowers like carnations to 

each mother on Mother’s Day with a message saying 

“Happy Mothers’ Day from the Knights of Columbus 

Thank you for Choosing LIFE.” 

For Councils who want to distribute marigolds on Mother’s Day, you may choose to order through the  

State Council.  We have arranged with a local marigold grower to obtain flats of marigolds containing 32 

plants for $20 per flat.  In addition, you may order carnations which will be $15 for bunches of 25 carnations.  

For those choosing to order marigolds through the state council, there will be three pickup points for the flow-

ers.  Marigolds ordered through the State Council will be available for pickup on Friday, May 6 th at either the 

marigold grower in Keymar, MD, at St. Louis the King Council on the grounds of the Shrine of Saint Anthony 

in Ellicott City MD, or at Prince Georges Council in College Park MD.  All orders for flowers made through 

the state must be made and payment received by Monday April 11th to be included in the order.  The order 

form is at the end of this document  

Whether or not your council chooses and is allowed by your pastor to distribute flowers this year,  

please take time to honor the women in our lives who have chosen to give the gift of life.  Be sure you mini-

mally insert an article in your Church bulletin and Flocknote thanking mothers on Mothers Day.  

If you have any questions, please contact me at 410-627-7028, or at mjleumas@verizon.net   

Thank you again for your honor of mothers.  

Fraternally,   

Mike Leumas  MaryGold Program Chairman  
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STATE CALENDAR 

Liturgical Calendar 

 

1 Apr  St. Hugh, Bishop 

4 Apr St. Isadore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

7 Apr St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest 

11 Apr St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr 

13 Apr St. Martin I, Pope and Martyr 

14 Apr Holy Thursday 

15 Apr Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 

17 Apr Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

23 Apr St. George, Martyr 

25 Apr St. Mark, Evangelist 

28 Apr St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr 

29 April St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church 

30 Apr St. Pius V, Pope 

 

1 May St. Joseph the Worker 

2 May St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

3 May Sts. Philip and James, Apostles 

8 May St. Boniface IV, Pope 

9 May St. Isiah, Prophet 

13 May Blessed Mary, Virgin of Fatima 

14 May St. Matthias, Apostle 

18 May St. John I, Pope and Martyr 

19 May St. Urban I, Pope 

20 May St. Bernardine of Siena, Franciscan 

21 May Sts. Christopher Magallanes and Companions, 
Martyrs in Mexica 

26 May Ascension of the Lord (Traditional) 

              St. Philip Neri, Priest 

29 May Ascension of the Lord (Observed) 

30 May St. Joan of Arc, Virgin 

 

Little Sisters Of The Poor: 
 

Next Drop-Off: 16 April 10AM-12 Noon 
 

Drop Off Locations: 

• Patuxent Council #2203,  

The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 800 Main 
St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St 
& St Mary’s Place) 

• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521,  

Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman Ave., 
Nottingham, MD 21236 

• Father Rosensteel Council #2169,  

Council Home, 9707 Rosensteel Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910 

• Saint Louis the King #11898,  

Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 Folly Quarter 
Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 

• St. John's Council #1622,  

114 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701 

We are in need of councils to support hub locations. If 
your council can help monthly, on any given month or 
even on a quarterly basis, please let me know 

Walter Leskuski 
Little Sisters of the Poor Liaison 
Phone: 301-524-7257 
Email: pfn.md384@gmail.com 

MONTH DATE EVENT WHERE 

APRIL 2022 4/23 HISTORICAL SITE TOUR, ST 
MARY’S PACA STREET 

ST MARY’S PACA STREET 

BALTIMORE 

  4/24 STATE PICNIC CENTENNIAL PARK EAST 

HOWARD COUNTY 
        

MAY 2022  5/12-15 124th ANNUAL STATE CON-
VENTION 

PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL & 
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY 

        

JUNE 2022 6/4 ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHING-
TON DISTRICT EXEMPLIFICA-

TION 

ST JOHN PAUL ll 
NATIONAL SHRINE 

WASHINGTON DC 

  6/17-18 LEADERSHIP SEMINAR HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE 
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD 

mailto:pfn.md384@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not replace the commu-
nity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

 


