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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

A Spiritual Springtime 
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

THE MERE MENTION of Lent can sometimes seem dismal, like a long, dreary day. Lent 
consists, in fact, of 40 days and 40 nights of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Who can endure 
it? 

Yet the word “Lent” does not pertain to darkness or despair. Quite the opposite. The original 
meaning of the word actually has to do with springtime. When Lent begins, it’s winter. But 
by the time Lent concludes, the days are growing longer and the forsythias are in bloom. 
Even if there is an unseasonal snow shower, we take heart knowing that winter is having its 
last gasp. 

Lent, then, represents a new springtime in our spiritual lives. It’s a time when the darkness of 
sin gives way to a new light of grace. 

SEASON OF RENEWAL 
Three analogies might help us see Lent in terms of a spiritual springtime. 

First, just as we do spring cleaning, washing away the dirt and grime that accumulates during 
the winter months, so too Lent is a time for cleansing our souls and our hearts, making them a 
beautiful dwelling place for the Lord. 

Or to use another comparison, spring is the season when farmers clear the land of debris and 
till the soil, thus giving the seeds they plant every chance to germinate. So, too, in Lent we 
are to clear the soil of our hearts from the debris of sin and the deadwood of hatred; by spir-
itual discipline, we till and enrich the soil of our souls so that the seed of God’s Word, planted 
in us at baptism, will germinate and grow. 

Finally, in winter, we sometimes feel poorly due to indoor pollutants that contaminate the air we breathe. When the weather grows 
warmer, we open windows to let in fresh air. Just the thought of getting out of the house and taking a walk makes us feel better. But 
isn’t it true that we sometimes “insulate” our hearts? When we become self-centered, we close the windows of our soul to God’s love 
and the needs of others. Then the spiritual air we breathe becomes stuffy, even polluted, with self-pity, impurity, anger, grudges and 
thoughts of revenge. Lent is a time to open the windows of our souls, to allow the fresh air of God’s love to circulate anew in the 
depths of our hearts and to get ourselves moving outward — toward our brothers and sisters who are in need. 

Once we look at the season of Lent as the herald of a new springtime in our spiritual lives, Lenten practices are no longer unwelcome 
intrusions into our comfort. Rather, they become harbingers of hope for a more Christ-centered way of life. These penitential practic-
es are indicators and tools of God’s mercy — mercy that is always available to us. Divine Mercy has the power to transform our way 
of life. 

With this perspective in mind, let’s briefly review the three principal Lenten practices, with our eyes fixed on the goal of renewed 
spiritual joy and greater holiness of life. 

THE PRACTICE OF FAITH 
Let’s begin with prayer, or conversation with God. There are many ways to pray, but let’s concentrate on one: silent, mental prayer, 
when we are alone with God and his voice echoes in our hearts. Such prayerful solitude requires us to turn off all our electronic de-
vices, block out distractions and simply ask the Lord to let us see ourselves as he sees us. This is more than self-awareness. It is ask-
ing the Lord to help us measure our lives according to his standards, not our own. It is humbly asking the Lord for grace and strength 
to confront our overt sins as well as the hidden corruption that we often conceal from others and even from ourselves. 

I don’t know about you, but when I pray in this way, I find I’m well short of the mark. Such prayer leads me to seek the Lord’s mer-
cy and to make an unburdening confession of my sins. Lent is preeminently the time to grow in prayer and to receive the sacrament 
of reconciliation. This is a first and essential step in spiritual housecleaning. 

A second Lenten practice is fasting or some other form of self-denial. This isn’t the same as dieting. Rather, depriving ourselves of 
food is connected with the arduous process of emptying ourselves of everything that obstructs the grace of God from working in us 
and through us. Fasting has a way of helping us uproot our deep-seated habits of sin and our endless desire for comfort, convenience, 
power and esteem. The discipline of foregoing food or other comforts is a way of tilling the soil of our souls, making them receptive 
to God’s Word. 

A final Lenten practice is almsgiving, which includes giving of ourselves and our resources to those who are in need. The practice of 
charity is how we open the windows of our souls to God’s love, forgetting our own wants and needs and concentrating instead on the 
needs of others, especially the poor and vulnerable. When we open our hearts in love to those in need, the stale air of self-
centeredness dissipates as the fresh air of Jesus’ self-giving love circulates through our inmost being, and we are thus spiritually rein-

A Spiritual Springtime (kofc.org)          Continued on Page  6 

https://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/supreme_chaplain/2018-02-lori-chaplain.html


 

Maryland State Council  March 2022 

Volume 2, Issue 9 www.kofc-md.org Page 4 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 

Dear Brother Knights, 

Greetings! 

“Forgive and you will be forgiven.” 

Every one of us has at one time or another been wounded by someone or, at least, we believe we 
have been hurt or offended.  Every one of us carries scars from just living and the way in which life 
can be cruel and hurtful at times.  Because of this we can accumulate a tremendous burden of resent-
ments, grudges, hatred and anger.  We all know someone who has nursed a grudge for years and 
who is consumed with their anger, justified or not.  Sometimes those wounds are slight and some-
times serious and extreme, especially if at the hands of someone we love and trust.  These wounds 
can be real and our anger justified. 

My mother had two cousins who never married and lived together their entire lives, well into their 
eighties.  At some point in their late teens they had a disagreement, an event they never forgot nor 

forgave.  They refused to talk to each other for the rest of their lives.  They lived and died bitter, spiteful and unhappy women.  Other 
people avoided them because they were so unpleasant to be around.  Their entire lives were consumed with their hatred and anger.  
What a terrible loss. They could enjoy the remaining days of their lives if they knew the power of forgiveness. 

There is an extraordinary power in forgiveness, gentleness, meekness, and love.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the meek they shall possess 
the earth.”  We have all seen the movies, read the books, or heard the first-hand accounts of the lives of Mahatma Gandhi or Martin 
Luther King.  The bully cannot deal with the power of the one who won’t strike back, and therefore, such people are killed, as the 
only evident way of stopping them.  To err is human, to forgive is divine.  We are all familiar with the concept of people being small
-minded, big-hearted, narrow-minded, tolerant, bigoted, judgmental, etc.  We have seen revolutionaries trying to overthrow the pow-
ers-that-be by force of arms.  In doing this, many innocent people get killed. And it often happens that the liberated oppressed be-
come the new oppressors.  On the other hand, we have Peace Movements, Civil Rights marches, candle-light vigils, prayer vigils and 
rally’s to highlight injustices and oppression.  Aggression from one provokes aggression in another.  My strength is as the strength of 
ten, because my heart is pure. 

Forgiveness is like salt, which is a preservative, and keeps food from going rotten.  In early days, before fridges and freezers were 
invented, sections of beef or bacon were packed into boxes of salt, which keep them edible for quite a long time.  When a couple get 
married, it is no exaggeration to say that, if they have enough forgiveness within their hearts, their love will continue, and will grow. 
Forgiveness is an on-going process on the journey towards total acceptance. This applies equally to my ability and willingness to 
forgive myself, as it does to the forgiveness of others.  Quite a great deal of the violence and turmoil in parts of the world are the 
results of past injustices, where forgiveness hasn’t been given a chance to heal the wounds.  There would never be a war if someone, 
somewhere, was prepared to say “I’m sorry, I was wrong; please forgive me”. 

There is great power in forgiveness.  The one who forgives is the one who has the greatest strength.  Not to forgive is to harbor re-
sentments, and resentments are always harmful to the one who carries them.  If I have a resentment against you, it is like me drinking 
poison, and I’m expecting you to die!  The only one who is harmed is myself.  Not to forgive is to allow someone else have power 
over me.  They are in my thoughts, and my thoughts about them disturb and disquiet me, and I am in a state of disease, and I cannot 
possibly be at peace. 

The whole story of salvation and redemption is one of loving forgiveness. It is about forgiveness of sin, and about freeing from debt.  
God is love, and therefore, God is a forgiving God.  Jesus asks us to love one another as he loves us.  The only condition laid down 
about forgiveness is that I be willing to forgive others.  Jesus taught us to pray “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us”.  What comes to me from God must go sideways to those around me.  Previous generations made constant use of the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, in their desire to receive God’s forgiveness, and there may not have been sufficient stress on the simple 
teaching of Jesus “If you forgive, you will be forgiven.” 

To forgive is not necessarily to forget.  I cannot press a button and erase the memory of some hurt or injustice.  I can forgive, though, 
and, through the work of God’s Spirit, the memory will be healed, and will no longer hurt.  Is there anyone who has really hurt you, 
and against whom you have every reason to have a very great resentment?  Sometimes I may have to forgive God for what I see as 
the unfair hand I got in life.  We all have received our own share of hurts in life, but there is usually one or two in particular who 
have hurt us more than others.  Do you think you could hand over that hurt to God in the Offertory time during the Mass? 

Jesus calls us to be forgiving people.  He calls us to ask for forgiveness from those we have wounded and to forgive those who have 
wounded us.  This is our call today as followers of Christ, as members of the Knights of Columbus, “Pardon and you will be par-
doned – Forgive and you will be forgiven”.  Is there someone you need to ask for forgiveness today for some wound you inflicted?  
Is there someone you need to forgive today for something they did to you?  DO IT!  In doing it, forgiveness will make you at peace, 
happy and free. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fr jojo 

The Power of Forgiveness 
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SUPREME KNIGHT  

The World Needs Knights 

THIRD-GENERATION KNIGHT: “Inspiring the next generation of Knights is 
personal for me. I am a third-generation Knight. My grandfather joined the Order in 
1915 before he left for World War I. My father was a faithful member of the coun-
cil at our parish up until his death. And I joined the Order as a College Knight. I 
know how much we have to offer young men. And I know the Order’s mission is 
the same now as its was more than 100 years ago, when my grandfather joined. Our 
mission is to strengthen Catholic men.” 

STRENGTHENING FAMILY LIFE: “We are advancing this mission in difficult 
times. The family is under more intense pressure now than at any time in our histo-
ry. Fathers are trying to build healthy marriages and raise their children in the faith 
amid a culture that is working against them. I believe the Lord is calling us to place 
an even higher priority on caring for the spiritual lives of men specifically as hus-
bands and fathers. Blessed Michael McGivney established the Knights to strengthen 
Catholic families, and that is what we must do now in new ways.” 

UNITY IN A TIME OF DIVISION: “The Order remains a symbol of unity within the Church. Now is the 
time to build on that reputation. We have long been known as the strong right arm of the Church, and with that 
strength, we can be a gentle but firm guide.… Unity is the Order’s second principle, and as Knights, we can, 
we must and we will be a source of unity in these divided times.” 

SUPPORTING COUNCIL ACTIVITIES: “We have a fundamental goal of supporting, strengthening and 
honoring every individual Knight and every council. The health of our Order lies there — in our brother 
Knights and in our councils. They are the ones who distribute coats to kids, sponsor free throw contests, raise 
money for ultrasounds and wheelchairs, and lead their parish in care for their neighbor. They are the core of 
our identity, the witness that serves as the foundation for everything else we do.” 

OUR FOUNDER’S WITNESS: “I would like to turn to the witness of Blessed Michael McGivney. And I 
would like to acknowledge with gratitude the work of our worthy supreme knight who skillfully led us to the 
moment of beatification. We are now actively engaged in praying and working for his canonization, if that be 
God’s will. His cause is a source of great passion and pride for all of us.” 

A BROTHERHOOD OF FAITH: “It is often said the Knights have what men need. I believe it’s also true 
that the Knights are what men want. We are a community of purpose — a brotherhood of faith — and a force 
for good for the things that matter most. The Order was made for the moment we are in, as a Church, as a 
country, as families and as men.” 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

As we approach Ash Wednesday this week and the season of Lent, we journey with Jesus as he faces 

his trials and the pain of crucifixion.  As Knights we must step up our roles in the community with 

charity towards others.  It is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  We seem to be coming out of 

the pandemic again so I ask you to get involved in your parishes Lenten programs. 

On the personal side to help you with your prayer life, we have an opportunity to participate in the 

2022 Annual Conference of the Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Maryland on March 19 @ 8:00 am—

2:30 pm EDT.  We can Join men from around the Archdiocese of Baltimore and beyond for a day of 

spiritual renewal and praise featuring presentations by highly regarded Catholic speakers, opportuni-

ties for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, fellowship, and Adoration throughout the day.  The Theme 

is “Real Presence, Real Power: The Eucharist.”  The spiritual event will begin with the celebration of 

Mass by Archbishop William E. Lori and conclude with Benediction before the Blessed Sacrament 

and a Call to Action by Rev. Jesse Bolger, pastor of St. Joseph Church.  You can register at:  

www.catholicmensfellowship.com. 

I hope all the Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries, and District Deputies had a chance to attend the webinar on Affiliate member-

ship.  If you haven’t attended the webinar yet please go to the following link to attend the training: https://goto.webcasts.com/

starthere.jsp?ei=1527007&tp_key=02191e47fa 

Remember that you only have the month of March to submit the members that you wish to place in the Affiliate Membership cate-

gory.  The members must also meet all the criteria that has been set aside for the Affiliate category.  You must submit the lists to 

your District Deputy and to me. 

Please plan on joining us on Sunday, March 27, 2022, to celebrate the 140th Anniversary of the founding of the Knights of Colum-

bus.  The Founder’s Day celebration will commence with Mass at 4:00 PM at Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church, 10103 

Georgia Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20902.  Immediately following Mass, an awards dinner will be held at Father Rosensteel Council 

2169, Columbian Room, 9707 Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910.  The Founder’s Day Mass and Awards Dinner honors our 

founder Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney and gives us the opportunity to recognize and honor the Maryland State Council’s Citizen, 

Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, Family, Police Officer, Firefighter, Emergency Medical Technician, and Healthcare Worker of the 

Year. 

We are actively preparing for the convention in Ocean City at the Princess Royale.  Please make plans to attend this year as it is the 

last year for the Ocean City venue.  We look forward to everyone’s participation.  Make your reservation for a hotel room and a hos-

pitality room as soon as you can. 

So as I close this column, please reflect on what we will do with this time of Lent.  Will it be like other Lents, or will it be different?  

How will we focus our minds and our hearts to make the most of this sacred time?  Let us truly make this Lent special and be true 

servant leaders. 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 

vigorated. For us as Knights, this practice of charity should be second nature. 

Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are, in fact, inseparable. As St. Peter Chrysologus (+450) taught: “Fasting is the soul of prayer, 
almsgiving is the lifeblood of fasting. … When you fast, see the fasting of others. If you want God to know you are hungry, know 
that another is hungry. If you want mercy, show mercy.” 

In this way, may our Lenten observance lead us to experience a renewed life in Christ and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Continued from Page 3 

http://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1527007&tp_key=02191e47fa
https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1527007&tp_key=02191e47fa
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

The Feast Days of March and…… Lent 

The month of March is filled with many important dates one of which is March 2, 2022 the start of 

Lent this year.  I spoke about Carnival, Fat Tuesday and Lent in last month’s newsletter.  March 

also has two important saint feast days which are celebrated.  One is March 17th, St. Patrick’s Day.  

St. Patrick is the patron saint and national apostle of Ireland.  He was a 5th century missionary to 

Ireland and later served as bishop there.  He is credited with bringing Christianity to Ireland.  He 

was never canonized as a saint by the Catholic Church and is a saint in name only.  

St. Patrick’s Day observes his death.  He died on March 17, 461 in Saul, Downpatrick, 

Ireland.  The holiday has evolved into a celebration of Irish heritage and nationality for 

Irish-Americans.  Corned beef and cabbage has become a holiday tradition for consumers across 

the nation.  Many big cities in the east such as New York, Boston and mid-west Chicago [the Chica-

go river is dyed green in honor of St. Patrick Day] put on huge parades in celebration.  Lots of peo-

ple become Irish on that day wearing green, drink green beer and eat corn beef and cabbage. 

Another important feast day is March 19th, St. Joseph’s feast day.  Joseph was the husband of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and legal guardian of Jesus Christ and 

was venerated by the catholic church as the patron saint of 

workers.  It is also the day in which Italy celebrates Fa-

ther’s Day.  And if your name is Joseph or Josephine, you 

will also be celebrating your “onomastico.”  In Italy this 

feast day is known as “La Festa Di San Giuseppe”. 

An onomastico honors your “name,” and St. Joseph, St. Francis, St. Anthony, St. Anne, St. 

Catherine and so forth, are all celebrated name days in Italy.  Not quite a birthday, an ono-

mastico is an occasion for Italians to celebrate with family, friends, and of course, a cake or 

pastries.  In some parts of Italy and the US, St. Joseph’s Day is celebrated with the 

“Zeppole di San Giuseppe”, traditional Italian pastries which are only prepared for the 

Feast Day of St. Joseph.   

Having 2 Italian parents and whose father’s name was Joseph, March 19th was a feast day 

that I looked forward to because of the Zeppole pastries. 

Zeppole are simply Italian deep fried doughnuts that are filled 

with custard and several tart cherries topped with a cherry and covered with powdered sugar—they 

are sooooo delicious.  In fact, it’s been a tradition of my family to take a trip up to a local bakery in 

northern New Jersey, which is where we are from, to pick up a dozen, since I haven’t been able to 

find any bakery down here that makes them.  [Although for the past Covid years we haven’t been up 

there].  Looking forward to maybe taking a trip this year and bringing some back. 

Let me conclude with Lent.  During these 40 days that the church gives us to develop a relationship 

with God; we are asked to fast, sacrifice and give alms.  It is during this time that we humans give up 

something such as a favorite food, drink, maybe a vice or habit that you want to change…… or maybe 

you should consider doing acts of random kindness for others.  What a difference that would make in 

someone’s life.  Think about it. 

This is really the time to spend opening your heart to God and starting a conversation with him.  He is 

there for us always.  We need to reflect and devote time for him in our lives.  He is there listening to 

us and has the greatest amount of LOVE and forgiveness for us.  We just need to take the time and 

feel his presence and listen for his voice.  If you listen you will hear it. 

All my Love and Prayers, 

Mary Jane 

First Lady of the Maryland State Council 

St. Patrick 

St. Joseph 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

When you read this there will be four months remaining in the Fraternal Year.  Alt-
hough we are not where we want to be when it comes to the Circle of Honor (COH) 
we are making some significant strides.  I am happy to say we are finally beyond the 
50% mark.   

I guess the question should be why do we recruit?  Is it so the State Deputy can go 
on a cruise?  Some may feel that is why we push recruiting new members.  I can as-
sure you it is not.  Or, is it so we can keep the Knights of Columbus alive in the State 
of Maryland?  I can tell you that over the last twenty months we have lost or are los-
ing three councils.  In each case these councils have not recruited any new members 
within the last few years.  The successful councils are those that attract and bring in 
new members.  If you want your council to thrive and be a success you must recruit. 

By now you are thinking “OK we need to recruit,” but how?  Over the last twenty 
months we have discussed many ways to recruit new members.  Most of these have been discussed many 
times so let’s try an innovative approach.  There are close to 500 names sitting on the Prospect Tab.  Most 
councils have at least one name assigned to them.  If each Grand Knight or Financial Secretary would search 
out those names assigned to them and send an email to the individuals inviting them and their families to a 
council or state function you will now have them there to see how the Knights function.  It certainly should be 
easier to bring them into your council if they are on your turf participating in one of your programs or events. 

Speaking of programs and events, Terry Waters and his crew should be beyond proud of their accomplishment 
of last year.  Number one in the country and in the top ten in the world.  Now if we all agree that one of our 
best recruiting tools we have are our programs and events then it follows we should be one of the top recruit-
ing states in the country.  If not, then why not?  
Could it be that a lot of councils are not using 
these tools when they have the opportunity?  
Each council needs to judge themselves and 
decide if they can do better here.  

Of course, there is the age-old method of ask-
ing someone to be a Knight.  It is one of the 
best methods we have.  Just let me caution you 
if you ask someone you better be able to an-
swer some questions.  Questions like “What 
does the council do,” “Why did you join the 
Knights,” “Why are you still in the Knights”?  
If you are ready to answer these questions 
things should go smooth. 

The bottom line is recruiting new members 
should be your top priority.  Good hunting . 

Vivat Jesus 

Tom O’Hara      
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

A few weeks ago, my wife Linda and I attended the annual Tri-Chapter Honoree 
Night and enjoyed a nice evening that included Mass followed by an excellent dinner. 
Following the meal, the Chapter presidents honored Greg Lynch, Deacon David Lud-
wikoski, Robert Boehman and His Excellency Bishop Roy Campbell, each for their 
service to the Order over the past year. It was a wonderful event and thanks to James 
C. Fletcher Jr. Council for hosting it. 
 
Let’s talk for a few minutes now about our Chapters in Maryland. If you are a current 
Grand Knight, my guess is that you have had minimal, if any, exposure to the Chapter 
experience- and even less of an idea what purpose they serve. Since more than 90% of 

our councils belong to a Chapter it’s probably appropriate for me to offer you some quick perspective. 
 
There are three Chapters in our state, each serving councils within a specific region of Maryland. 
 
Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights: Councils primarily located within the Baltimore Diocese are included 
in this group, which is led by President Jim Bocklage. 
Bishop McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights: Councils primarily located within the Washington Archdio-
cese, are included in this group, which is led by President Mike Davenport. 
St. Elisabeth Ann Seton Chapter of Grand Knights: Councils primarily located in the north central and 
western regions of the state are included in this group, which is led by DD Rick Casazza. 
 
The primary purpose of a Chapter is to bring together Grand Knights (and council members) in a monthly fo-
rum that enables them to share best practices, learn from one another, build comradery and friendships and ac-
tivate programs that perhaps are simply too large for any one council or district to tackle. In fact, the highly 
successful food packing events and the Coats for Kids programs that we conducted last year in Maryland were 
all Chapter initiatives.   
 
From my perspective, I think one of the most significant opportunities we have in Maryland to spark more in-
terest in program execution involves a greater emphasis placed on Chapter attendance and participation. Any 
time Knights’ leaders and members of the Order can gather together to learn more about upcoming events, 
share best practices, help resolve challenges, and offer moral support to each other, well, that is a huge win as 
far as I am concerned. A good Chapter meeting offers this experience and it’s a missed opportunity when we 
don’t make an attempt to participate in at least one on occasion. 
 
My “ask” this month is for each Grand Knight and District Deputy to plan on attending a Chapter Meeting in 
March or April. See if you find it interesting and inspiring and then make your own decision about whether the 
Chapter can become a relevant and meaningful part of your experience as a Knight.  And remember, each 
Chapter meeting offers plenty of food and beverages for you to enjoy while there! 
 
Here is the Chapter monthly meeting schedule; food and fellowship at 7pm, meeting at 8pm:  
 
Baltimore: 2nd Thursday 
McNamara: 3rd Wednesday 
Seton: 4th Tuesday of the month 
 
I hope to meet you there! Vivat Jesus! Terry 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Income Replacement & Sometimes We Only Get One Chance  

“#1 Most compelling reason to do business with the Knights of Columbus” 

There are many reasons to consider doing business with the Knights of Columbus.  

Tops on this list would have to include having a Brother Knight you can trust giv-

ing you personal advice.  One could also include the actual products that are de-

signed – built inside the advantages of the chassis of a non-profit tax status.  Many 

would proffer that the Knights of Columbus being ranked as the most financially 

sound insurance company in North America (KofC in a 6-way tie for 1st place) by 

Standard and Poor’s would be a top contender.   

All these reasons are valid.  To some, one of them may be their personal #1 consid-

eration, which is wonderful. But underlying all these reasons to do business with 

the Knights of Columbus is the overarching fact that when you do business with 

the Order you are making a conscious choice with your premium dollars to 

support an organization that aligns with your faith and your values.   

This reason is, many times, just taken for granted.  But it shouldn’t be.  If you look at our society and the busi-

nesses offering products and services to us – where can you make such a difference with your spendable and 

investment dollars?  If any company did what we do with our profits those CEOs and Board of Directors 

would be ridiculed and ousted immediately.   

Imagine a Fortune 1000 publicly traded company buying Ultrasound machines for pregnancy centers encour-

aging women to not abort their babies?  What would the reaction be if a company decided to support a particu-

lar religious faith and gave money and designed programs to that faith community?  Deeper yet, what if that 

company supported that faith’s values that were in direct contrast to the mainstream consumer audience it was 

selling its products to? 

So, there you have it.  The #1 reason why any Brother Knight should consider doing business with the Knights 

of Columbus.  As Knights, many of us understand this and are putting our business with the Order for those 

financial needs that we feel we want to address.  

How can we ever thank you for your support?  I guess the thanks really comes in the form of knowing that 

your dollars are directly and indirectly helping others in a capacity that would be impossible by doing business 

with any other financial institution.  

My friends, know that our insurance program was a carefully designed financial support system for our Or-

der’s members AND the charities and causes that we share as fellow Catholics.  It’s impossible to have a suc-

cessful Knights of Columbus on the charitable side of the house without our financial services arm.  Fr. 

McGivney choose to start his own insurance protection entity instead of just telling our early members to 

“make sure you protect your families.” In his wisdom we have all built the Knights of Columbus you are a part 

of today.  He was ahead of his time in many areas – including the decision to start his own insurance company 

to both help our members and the broader Catholic communities and society at large.   

By: General Agent Bob Marlowe, Jr., CLU, FICF, LUTCF, (e-mail: Robert.Marlowe@KOFC.ORG) 
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AROUND MARYLAND 
 

Tri-Chapter Mass and Dinner 

Every year, the three  Chapters of Grand Knights—the Baltimore Chapter, the Bishop McNamara Chapter, and the Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton Chapter—gather together to recognize their honorees.  The 2021 gathering hosted by the Baltimore Chapter was reduced 

to a Mass only due to the Pandemic.  With the easing of some restrictions, the Bishop McNamar Chapter  hosted a Mass  and Dinner 

at St. Joseph’s Parish in Largo.  The Mass was celebrated by Archdiocese of Washington Bishop Roy Campbell. 

At the dinner, the honorees were celebrated.  The Baltimore Chapter’s honoree for the 2021-2022 fraternal year is Deacon David 

Ludwikoski.  The Baltimore Chapter also presented their president’s award to PCP Gregory Lynch.  The Seton Chapter’s honoree is 

Robert Boehman.  The Bishop McNamara Chapter’s honoree is His Excellency Bishop Roy Campbell. 
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Little Sisters of the Poor Donation 

St. Rose of Lima Council #14279 in Gaithersburg braved the January cold and increased Covid cases to collect over $1500 and ap-

proximately 1800 pounds of food.  Council Community Director Justin Sorra (Pictured) and Grand Knight Paul Mehraban were in-

strumental in this collection for the Little Sisters of the Poor.   

Gabriel Network Support 

Members of John F. Kennedy Council #5482, Accokeek, installed a large, sturdy sign in support of the Gabriel Network 

in front of St. Mary's Piscataway Church in Clinton, Maryland. Warden Rick Franklin, Recorder Marty Carts, and Past 

Grand Knight Chuck Johnson did the heavy work: 
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Christmas Cards to the Troops 

State Patriotic Activities Chairman Tom Greul annually runs a campaign to send Christmas Cards to US Troops deployed overseas.  

Many councils across the Maryland Jurisdiction participate in this campaign.  The cards were sent with over 700 pounds of supplies 

sent to 7 forward operating bases.  Pictures on this page are from responses received from various units in the Middle East showing 

their appreciation to Brother Greul and the Maryland Jurisdiction.  Thank you to all councils that participated. 

Maryland March For Life 

The Maryland March for Life was held on 2 February in Annapolis.  Among the Knights 

present were Maryland State Life Activities Chairman John Sniezek, March For Life Liai-

son John Eure, and Ryan Casey from St. Columcille Council 5317. 
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POW-MIA Remembrance 

The Archdiocese of Washington District exemplification of the 4th degree on 19 February included a POW-

MIA Remembrance Ceremony.  The ceremony includes a table with an empty chair.  This table is our way of 

symbolizing the fact that members of our profession of arms are missing from our midst. They are commonly 

called POWs or MIAs, we call them "Brothers." They are unable to be with us this evening and so we remem-

ber them.  

The small round table is set for one  -- Symbolizing the frailty of one prisoner alone against his oppressors and 

our everlasting concern for our missing men. Remember!  

The Tablecloth is white -- Symbolizing the purity of their intentions to respond to their country's call to arms. 

Remember!  

The single Red Rose displayed in a vase reminds us of the life of each of the missing, and the families and 

loved ones of our comrades-in-arms who keep the faith awaiting their return. Remember!  

The Red Ribbon tied so prominently on the vase is reminiscent of the red ribbon worn upon the lapel and 

breasts of thousands who bear witness to their unyielding determination to demand a proper accounting of our 

missing. Remember!  

The Candle, the candle is lit -- Symbolizing the upward reach of their unconquerable spirit. Remember!  

A Slice of Lemon is on the bread plate to remind us of the bitter fate of those captured and missing in a foreign 

land. Remember!   

There is Salt upon the bread plate -- Symbolic of the tears endured by those missing and their families as they 

wait. Remember! 

The Bible represents the strength gained through faith to sustain those lost from our Country, founded as one 

Nation under GOD. Remember!  

The Glass is inverted -- They cannot toast with us this night. Remember!  

The Chair is empty. They are not here. Remember!  

Remember! -- All of you who served with them and called them comrades, who depended upon their might 

and aid, and relied upon them, for surely, they have not forsaken you. Remember!  

Remember! -- Until the day they come home. Remember!  
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124th Convention of the Maryland State Council 
My Brother Knights and dear Ladies, 

The 124th Annual Convention of the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is only 2 months from now.  We still have 

rooms at the Princess Royale Hotel.  You can’t get a room unless you register for the Convention.  Registration is open and the regis-

tration website is www.mdkocconvention.org.  If you have already registered and need to make corrections, you can go to this same 

website and select the “Update Your Registration” button, and access your registration information and make the revisions you want.  

Be sure to tell us if you are the Council Delegate or Alternate.  If you are representing your council in the Grand Knight Olympics, 

be sure to order a hat?  Have you purchased a convention shirt?  Purchased your banquet tickets?  If not go to the registration site and 

do so now. 

If you go to the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org, tap on the tab for “Leader Resources” in the center of the red bar, under 

the State Council logo.  On the resultant list you’ll find “State Convention 2022”.  At this site you will find information about Con-

vention registration, the Convention booklet advertisements, the golf tournament, and more.  Please take out that ad for the Conven-

tion booklet. 

Keep May 13, 14, and 15 of 2022 open for the Convention.  We look forward to seeing you at Ocean, filling up every available room 

in the Princess Royale, something the Knights always do.  This will be the last year at the Princess Royale so let’s go out in style! 

If you have questions, the Convention Committee’s contact information can be found in the State Directory. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike Sallese 
Convention Chairman 

Servants of the Lord and the Virgin Matera  

The Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights recently delivered a few mattresses to the Servants of the Lord and the Virgin Matera in 
Prince George’s County.  These nuns, located in Upper Marlboro, pray for everything they need to be delivered.  BCGK President 
Jim Bocklage and Secretary August "Buzzy" Stockman delivered Mattresses from Sacred Heart of Mary Church in Dundalk.  

Cross Catholic Food Packing  
These pics are of a food delivery that was made in January to the Suchi 
community in Guatemala. This distribution was done through the local 
Catholic diocese there and some of these meals were likely packed by 
Knights in MD! 

http://www.mdkocconvention.org
http://www.kofc-md.org
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LIFE ACTIVITIES 
 

Legislative Updates 

This year's Maryland legislative session includes several bills of concern to pro-life Catholics. 

Even though the Maryland Right to Life and Maryland Catholic Conference virtual lobby days have 

passed, you are still encouraged to get information on these and other bills on the topic of defending 

life at https://www.mdrtl.org under the “Take Action” tab. 

HB1171 seeks ultimately to amend the Maryland constitution in a way that would guarantee that abortion was legal through all nine 

months for any reason and under any circumstances, whether the US Supreme Court overturns Roe v. Wade or not.  It would also 

guarantee that the state would fund abortions.  Maryland is already one of the few states that has a clinic that performs late-term 

abortions regularly (operating in Montgomery County).  We don't know how many are done at that clinic, nor do we know how 

many abortions are done in the state because Maryland is also one of very few states that does not require reporting.  This bill was 

featured by the Maryland Catholic Conference in their virtual lobby day, and is still active at mdrtl.org as a "take action" item. 

HB0050 requires licensed hospitals and their governing boards to authorize abortions within the hospital and to refer people to abor-

tion clinics or abortionists.  This bill would require Catholic hospitals in Maryland (such as the one at which my daughter works as a 

nurse) to violate their current policies, which reflect Catholic teaching, and seeks to undermine institutional conscience rights. 

Pregnancy Center Support 

There are critical and continuous needs at all local crisis pregnancy centers and maternity homes who are the front line of Lifesaving 

work.  Cash donations are significantly down this year placing extra strain on their ability to restock supplies for those they support.  

Many do not realize these centers not only support pregnant and newborn moms and newborn babies, but often continue to assist  

those mothers with support beyond newborn, in some cases for two years or longer.  Items for older babies such as larger sized dia-

pers are constantly in short supply. 

Please make a concerted effort with your council and your parish to support your local pregnancy center or maternity home.  Here 

are several ways your council can make a difference. 

1.  Ask your pastor if you may hold a parish baby bottle drive which can provide needed cash for the supported center to replenish 

their needed supplies. 

2.  Hold a diaper drive in your parish.  Larger diapers are always in demand so be sure to include those in your list of items needed 

for donation.  Accept cash donations as part of this effort as well, making it convenient for all to spontaneously support the effort.  

Or encourage members of your council and church to set up monthly deliveries of diapers to these centers.  Make assisting as easy 

as possible. 

3.  Support the annual fundraiser gala most pregnancy centers and maternity centers hold.  Sponsor one or more tables at the gala 

and offer your support in advertising and promotion. 

Sadly, there are many centers that are desperate for help and are not receiving the support they need.  If you do not have a specific 

center or home you are currently supporting, please reach out to Pregnancy Center Support Chairman Frank Arlinghaus 

(farlinghaus@yahoo.com) and he will be happy to connect you with a center in need or help you deliver collected goods.  There is a 

special need right now in Baltimore City so any council in the Baltimore area looking to help, please contact Frank. 

40 Days for Life 

Brothers – Please continue to support 40 Days for Life throughout 

the month of March and April.  The effort this Spring runs from 

March 2 – April 10th.  There are numerous sites throughout the 

state where you can pray and be an advocate for Life.  Please visit 

www.40daysforlife.com to find locations and more information on 

what you and your Council can do.  

Life Activities Director By: John Sniezek (johnsniezek1969@gmail.com) 

https://www.mdrtl.org/
http://mdrtl.org/
mailto:farlinghaus@yahoo.com
http://www.40daysforlife.com
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Super Plunger 

This upcoming Friday, January 28 & 29th, 2022, (Postponed until 18 March 2022) while many here in Mar-

yland are heading into work or staying tucked warmly into their beds, and as the weather is expected to be 

brisk and chilly.  One of our Brother Knights will once again be preparing to do a little different community 

outreach. 

Bryan Adamczyk, our Own Maryland State Council Sports Chairman, will be settling into a cot at Sandy 

Point State Park.  Moving into a tent which was to be his home for the next 24 hours. This year Bryan will 

once again be preparing to be a Maryland Special Olympic Super Plunger. Which means unlike many of 

Maryland’s 3,000 Polar Bear Plungers, Bryan will be part of an elite group who for a 24-hour period would 

willingly run into the Bay every hour on the hour and submerge themselves on behalf of the Special Olympi-

ans from Maryland.  

This year marks the 21st Annual Super Plunge.  In 2001 inspired by a young Special Olympian named Jimmy 

Myrek, and his love of the water and the Polar Bear Plunge, a small group decided to Plunge 24 times for a 

Day for Special Olympics.  Over the years the group has grown and so has the prestige. Former Baltimore Ori-

ole B.J. Surhoff, and Former Baltimore Ravens, and current New York Jets Quarterback Joe Flacco have had 

this honor.  

Like last year Bryan also has the great pleasure of being teamed up with a Special Olympian Plunge Partner. 

Lori “Action” Plaxen a Gold Medal inning Power Lifter has been Paired with Bryan.  Lori has been a Special 

Olympic Athlete for over 20 years. She recently won medals in both Power Lifting and Track and Field. She 

has been quoted saying “Special Olympics makes my world move forward.”  She is excited to team up with 

Bryan again and has helped him with several of his virtual plunges last year.  

An 18-year veteran of the Maryland Polar Bear Plunge, in 2022, Bryan will be taking part in his third Super 

Plunge. His first was in 2020 and then he was able to capture the magic again last year, though virtually.  He 

is ready as are his teammates to once again take the plunge for real, plunging back into the Bay.  

As a Super Plunger this mean Bryan has committed himself to raising $10,000 for Special Olympics. He can 

use your help as we head into the final months.  Donations can be made online at support.somd.org/

adamczykplaxen.   

support.somd.org/adamczykplaxen
support.somd.org/adamczykplaxen
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HISPANIC PAGE 
San José, hombre de Dios 

By Padre Miguel Angel Martinez, C.Ss.R. 

En este breve articulo me gustaría presentar algunos aspectos de un hombre extraordinario. Aunque no haya 

dicho absolutamente nada su silencio es elocuente y ha sido el escogido para la custodia del hijo de Dios y de 

su madre la virgen María. Estoy refiriéndome a San José, padre de Jesús y esposo de María. 

El silencio de José no indica que el no haya tenido nada que decir o que fuera alguien con pocas luces. Sola-

mente no hacía falta añadir nada a todo lo ya dicho. No fue llamado para testimoniar con las palabras sino para 

contemplar a Jesús y a María Santísima y para custodiarlos.  Cuál es el mensaje de este silencio elocuente en 

un mundo de muchas palabras vacías y sin contenido?. Nos enseña a ser prudentes, a contemplar, a buscar dis-

cernir lo que Dios quiere de nosotros. José nunca tuvo necesidad de demostrar nada a nadie. Estuvo en paz con 

Dios, cumpliendo diligentemente su misión. Gracias a su rica interioridad, su mucha fe y humildad, aprendió a 

confiar en Dios, quien tendría sus razones y se las comunicaría cuando fuese necesario.  

La pureza de corazón de José que se manifiesta en su realidad como esposo castísimo. “Esta castidad no es 

solo una indicación meramente afectiva sino la síntesis de una actitud que expresa lo contrario a poseer. La 

castidad esta en ser libres del afán de poseer en todos los ámbitos de la vida. Solo cuando un amor es casto es 

un verdadero amor. José nunca se puso en el centro, supo como descentrarse, para poner a María y a Jesús en 

el centro de su vida” (Papa Francisco). José tenía una gran capacidad de amar, sacrificándose por quienes ama-

ba y servirlos con generosidad. Quien no sea capaz de entender un amor así, sabe muy poco de lo que es el 

verdadero amor y desconoce el sentido cristiano de la castidad. 

José siempre fue un hombre de oración. La decisión de abandonar secretamente a su esposa María no fue 

algo precipitado sino considerando lo acontecido desde la perspectiva que le daba su santidad, porque era un 

hombre justo. Tampoco fue fruto de un enojo o una frustración. No le preocupaban sus intereses personales 

sino sobre todo cual sería a voluntad de Dios. Buscaba la mejor manera de actuar y eso solo pudo hacerlo des-

de la oración frecuente que acompañaba su vida. Una manera muy particular y exquisita de orar de José fue la 

oportunidad que se le ofreció de contemplar a Dios hecho hombre en Jesús. Salvo la virgen María, nadie pudo 

hacerlo como él. José lo contemplo durante todo el tiempo que vivió con ese Dios escondido y fue aprendien-

do las lecciones de ese Maestro ya desde recién nacido. José es realmente un maestro de la vida interior, por-

que nos enseña a conocer a Jesús, a convivir con él, a sabernos parte de la familia de Dios. Nos comunica esa 

cercanía que tuvo con Jesús y con María. 

La humildad de José. Un detalle que llama la atención del relato de Mateo en la visita de los Magos y pasto-

res es que a José no se le menciona para nada. Es muy probable que estuviera presente. No dejaría sola a María 

y al niño en aquella circunstancia. Ante un hecho semejante probablemente muchos se sentirían molestos por 

no aparecer. No fue esta la actitud de José. José era consciente de cuál era el lugar que debía ocupar. Su noble-

za le permitió ser un instrumento dócil para realizar lo que Dios le fue pidiendo. Nunca ha esperado nada para 

sí mismo, aquí reside la grandeza de su ser. Pero cuando llega el momento de dar allí está presente. En la res-

ponsabilidad y en el trabajo, en el esfuerzo y el deber, jamás esta como espectador sino como protagonista. 

José fue un gran hombre. Es el varón más santo, alguien quien desde el silencio y la humildad alcanzo altas 

expresiones de santidad. San José es un gran intercesor por eso estamos llamados a acudir a él porque él nos 

enseñará caminos concretos y modos humanos y divinos de acercarnos a Jesús. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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Caballeros del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero 
junto al Pastor Asociado el Padre Rigoberto Erazo, 

después del Servicio en Honor al Icono de San Jose, Igle-
sia San Marcos Evangelista  

Sir Knight’s del Consejo 16612 San Juan Neumann de Balti-
more y las Damas Auxiliadoras del Perpetuo Socorro de 
Baltimore después del servicio en Honor al Icono de San 
Jose, Iglesia Sagrado Corazon de Jesus, el Monseñor Bruce 
estuvo a cargo del Evangelio 

Caballeros del Consejo 17545 San Bernardino de Siena junto al Capellán 
Padre Jose Raul DeLeon después del servicio en Honor al Ícono de San 
Jose, Iglesia San Bernardino de Siena  

Guardia de Hon-
or de la Asamblea 
3769 San Alfonso 
María de Ligorio 
listos para escol-
tar el Icono de 
San Jose, Iglesia 
San Marcos 
Evangelista de 
Hyattsville  

El Gran Caballero 
Juan Ramírez (der) 

junto a la presidenta de 
las Damas Auxiliadoras 

del Perpetuo Socorro 
de Baltimore Ana 

Ramírez (izq) llevan la 
imagen de San Jose, 

Iglesia Sagrado Cora-
zon de Jesus 

Los nuevos Caballeros que tomaron los votos de 3er Grado para servir a 
Dios y la Fraternidad son escoltados por el Equipo de Grado del Distrito 14 
y los Funcionarios del Consejo San Oscar Romero  

Nuevos Caballeros de Colon quienes tomaron los votos 
del 3er Grado de (izq a der) Juan Martínez, Juan Ser-
rano, Paul Martínez, Víctor Ralda, Emigdio Ortega y 
Jesús Rivas. Los nuevos miembros servirán en sus re-
spectivas parroquias San Juan Neumann de Annapolis 
y San Marcos Evangelista de Hyattsville  

Integrantes del Coro Amor De Dios estuvieron a cargo de la músi-
ca en el Servicio en Honor al Icono San José, Iglesia San Marcos 
Evangelista  
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Pilgrim Icon Program 
The Pilgrim Icon for the 2021-2022 fraternal year is dedicated to St. Joseph.  Maryland has four icons that 

travel through the state.  The schedule below gives the dates when the icons are available to the Districts.  

Please contact your District Deputy or District Warden to have the icon schedule for your council.  

2022 Stephen Jacobs, FDD – Pilgrim Icon Chairman ninjaterp@verizon.net 301-875-9871  

 

St. Joseph ICON - 1 Host District: General Area 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 05 Glen Burnie 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 17 Catonsville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 Districts 23 Elkridge 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 01 Ellicott City 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 21 Sykesville/Owings Mills 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 25 Frederick/Taneytown 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 08 Frederick/Hancock 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 20 Cumberland & West 

St. Joseph ICON – 2 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 31 Ijamsville/Mt. Airy 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 28 Baltimore City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 32 Baltimore City 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 07 Dundalk 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 19 Baltimore City 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 27 Abingdon/Parkton 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 16 Aberdeen/Forest Hill 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District  13 North Baltimore 

St. Joseph ICON - 3 Host District: General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 24 Annapolis 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 22 Salisbury/Ocean City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 26 Easton/Chestertown 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 03 Largo/Upper Marlboro 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 09 Prince Frederick 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 29 Lexington Park 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 02 Hollywood 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 12 Waldorf 

St. Joseph ICON - 4 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 15 Forestville 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 04 Bowie/Mitchellville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 14 Greenbelt/Takoma Park 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 10 Laurel 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 11 Silver Spring 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 18 Bethesda/Rockville 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 30 Olney/Gaithersburg 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 06 Germantown/Damascus 
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The Knights of Columbus Family of the Month program promotes and supports the devel-
opment of strong and vibrant families by recognizing the good work being done every day 
in the homes of our neighbors. Recognized families outwardly exhibit strong ties of love 
and faith, exemplifying Catholic family values and making meaningful contributions to 
their parish and larger community  

On the 15th day of each month — from August through July — Family of the Month re-
porting forms will be drawn at random from among all entries received at the Supreme 
Council office for the previous month. Each of the selected families will receive a special 
Holy Family gift, along with a personal letter of congratulations from the Supreme Knight  

In January 2022, twenty-three councils in Maryland submitted a Family of the Month to 
Supreme 

The January 2022 Family of the Month is the Emmanuel S. Ajayi family submitted by 
Mother Seton Council 5381, Lanham, MD 

Among the initiatives PGK Ajayi started at Mother Seton Council include a scholarship 
program for students at St. Matthias Catholic school and graduating seniors attending Cath-
olic Colleges and Universities.  These scholarships continue through the pandemic.  PGK 
Ajayi chairs the council’s effort to man a service stand at FedEx Field for Washington 
Football Team’s home games.  This effort provides the finances for the Mother Seton 
Council Scholarship fund and gives the opportunity for Knights of the council to provide 
over 1000 hours of community service annually. 

References: 

Supreme Chaplain—St. Peter Chrysologus —St. Peter Chrysologus, the Doctor of Short Homilies| National 
Catholic Register (ncregister.com)  
Around Maryland—Little Sisters of the Poor—Little Sisters of the Poor -  
Around Maryland—Gabriel Network—The Gabriel Network  
Servants of the Lord and the Virgin of Matara—Servants of the Lord the Virgin of Matará – Province of the 
Immaculate Conception (ssvmusa.org)  
State Programs—Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk—Fundraising for Special Olympics Maryland (somd.org)  
State Convention 2022— State Convention 2022 | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  
Life Activities—Maryland Right to Life—Maryland Right to Life Inc - Home (mdrtl.org)    
Life Activities—40 Days for Life—40 Days for Life  
Shrine Usher Ministry — Shrine Usher Ministry | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  

Stained Glass win-

dow from St. John the 

Evangelist Catholic 

Church in Clinton 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/st-peter-chrysologus-the-doctor-of-short-homilies
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/st-peter-chrysologus-the-doctor-of-short-homilies
https://littlesistersofthepoor.org/
https://gabrielnetwork.org/
https://ssvmusa.org/
https://ssvmusa.org/
https://support.somd.org/fundraiser/3338917
https://kofc-md.org/state-convention-2022/
https://www.mdrtl.org/
https://www.40daysforlife.com/en/
https://kofc-md.org/shrine-usher-ministry/
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Knights of Columbus                                 

Maryland State Council                                                                      
P.O Box 1468                                                   

Bowie, MD 20717 
 

MD State Council Knights of Columbus - Incentive Cash Raffle 2022 

 

Three winning tickets will be drawn on March 27th, 2022 at the MD State Founders Day 

Celebration at Fr. Rosensteel Council # 2169.  First Prize is $20,000!  Second Prize is $3,000 and 

Third Prize is $1500!  Tickets may be turned in to one of the two State Chairmen: 

 

Gary Gray - (410) 664-5034 - email gag5040@aol.com 

Jay Konar - (301) 452-1512 – email  jaykonar@hotmail.com 

 

Tickets will be collected up to and including the day of the drawing at the Founders Day 

Reception.  However, tickets turned in prior to the day of the drawing are strongly encouraged.   

 

During the month of March 2022, councils may turn in funds prior to the Founder’s Day 

Celebration by 1) contacting State Incentive Raffle Chairs Gary Gray or Jay Konar to arrange 

delivery 2) Dropping off raffle ticket stubs and collected funds at any of the 3 Chapter of Grand 

Knight meetings in March including Bishop McNamara Chapter, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Chapter and the Baltimore Chapter and 3) councils may drop off tickets/funds at any one of the 

statewide collection points for Little Sisters of the Poor during the March 19th collections at 

the following locations: 

o Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 800 Main St., Laurel, 
MD 20707 

o Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman Ave., 
Nottingham, MD 21236 

o Saint John Council #1622, 114 East 2nd Street, Frederick, MD. 21701 

o Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707 Rosensteel Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910.  

o Saint Louis the King Council #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 Folly Quarter 
Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042.   

o St. Michael’s Council # 2065 Ridge MD – St. Michael’s Club Hall (Routes 5 & 235) 

The State Council receives .40 cents of every ticket sold benefitting the State Scholarship and 

Charity Funds.  Selling councils retain .60 of each dollar for their charities and operating expenses.  

Complete the "Money Turn-in Form" located under the Leader Resources tab / Forms on the MD 

State Council website, along with your council check made payable to “Maryland State Council.” 

Ticket stubs must be turned in unbundled. Please no staples or rubber bands.  Thank you! 

Bill Newbrough – Director of Community Programs – MD State Council 
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Sponsored by Maryland Knights of Columbus 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 Rain or Shine  

11am-5pm, Mass at 4pm 

Howard County                              
Centennial Park Pavilion H 

 

Playground, Face Painting, Basketball, 

Tennis, Volleyball Courts, Fishing,   

Canoe/Kayak/Paddle Boat Rentals, 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Smoked  

Pulled Pork, Sides and Desserts,  

Beer, Wine, Soda and Water 

Tons of Fun for the Entire Family! 

Huge Covered Pavilion     
            

28 Picnic Tables                       
Plenty of Parking                       
Easily Accessible 

Door Prizes and Giveaways                     

$10 for Adults and children 10 and older  

$8 for children 6-9, ages 5 and under are FREE 

For more information email TKreumont@outlook.com or call 240-375-2446.                                                                            

For Tickets, complete the form below and mail with check payable to:                                                        

“MD State Council Family Picnic” Completed Form with check must be received by April 14th, 2022  

Mail to:   

Tom Reumont              

4320 August Drive        

Port Republic, MD 20676 

Name: ________________________________________________________________     

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State:________________  Zip: _________ 

Phone: ________________________________  Email: __________________________     

# Under 5 yrs Free ________________                  # 6-9 yrs @ $8 per ________________                                         

#10 yrs and older $10 per___________                    Total Due: _____________________ 
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https://www.catholicmensfellowship.com   

https://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/
https://www.catholicmensfellowship.com/
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STATE CALENDAR 
MONTH DATE EVENT WHERE 

MARCH 2022    

  3/5 MARYLAND DISTRICT  
EXEMPLIFICATION 

CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 

 3/19 BASKETBALL FREE THROW ST. VINCENTPALLOTTI HS, 
LAUREL 

  3/25-26 STATE COUNCIL “SPRING” 
MEETING 

ELK LODGE, EASTON 

  3/27 FOUNDERS DAY MASS,  
RECEPTION & 2022 RAFFLE 

DRAWING 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
CHURCH FR. ROSENSTEEL 

COUNCIL #2169 

APRIL 2022 4/24 FAMIY PICNC AND MASS CENTENIAL PARK,  
HOWARD COUNTY 

        

MAY 2022  5/12-15 124th ANNUAL STATE  
CONVENTION 

PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL & 
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY 

        

JUNE 2022 6/17-18 LEADERSHIP SEMINAR HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE 
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD 

  TBD STATE TOUR TBD 

Liturgical Calendar 

 

2 Mar Ash Wednesday 

7 Mar Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 

8 Mar St. John of God, Religious 

9 Mar St. Frances of Rome, Religious 

17 Mar St. Patrick, Bishop 

18 Mar St. Cyril, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

19 Mar St. Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

25 Mar Annunciation of the Lord 

1 Apr  St. Hugh, Bishop 

4 Apr St. Isadore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

7 Apr St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest 

11 Apr St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr 

13 Apr St. Martin I, Pope and Martyr 

14 Apr Holy Thursday 

15 Apr Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 

17 Apr Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

23 Apr St. George, Martyr 

25 Apr St. Mark, Evangelist 

28 Apr St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr 

29 April St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church 

30 Apr St. Pius V, Pope 

 
Little Sisters Of The Poor: 

 

Next Drop-Off: 19 Mar 10AM-12 Noon 
 

Drop Off Locations: 

• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St & 
St Mary’s Place) 

• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens, 
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236 

• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707 
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 
Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 

• St. John's Council #1622, 114 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, 
Maryland 21701 

We are in need of councils to support hub locations. If your 
council can help monthly, on any given month or even on a quar-
terly basis, please let me know 

Walter Leskuski 
Little Sisters of the Poor Liaison 
Phone: 301-524-7257 
Email: pfn.md384@gmail.com 

mailto:pfn.md384@gmail.com
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

STATE NEWSLETTER 

 
Official Publication of the   
Maryland State Council 

 

Published Monthly 
P.O Box 1468  

Bowie, MD 20717  

 

State Deputy ……………………  Vincent Grauso  
vgrauso@yahoo.com                      (410) 340-5216 
 

State Secretary ……………Christopher L. Powers 
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com      (301) 481-7208 
 
State Treasurer …………   Anthony N. Salvemini 
a.ns@comcast.net                          (240) 472-7645 
 

State Advocate ……………         John F. Winfrey 
JWinfrey@verizon.net                   (301) 345-3794 
 

State Warden ………………     Ronald G. Hassan 
ronaldh246@verizon.net                (410) 841-9103 

 
Executive Secretary ………             Dale W. Trott 
KofC-MD@hotmail.com              (443) 968-0428 
 
 

 

STATE NEWSLETTER 

 

Editor . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jeff Koscho 
5800 Chris Mar Ave. 

                   Clinton, MD 20735 
jkoscho@hotmail.com

(301) 659-9101 
 

Photographer . . . . . . . . .  John Fox 
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon 
Photographer  . . . . . Walt Leskuski  

Photographer . . . . . . . .Rick Askins 
 

 

LADIES  AUXILIARY 
   
Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .                         Beth Ward 
baward2006@gmail.com               (301) 873-4015 
 

Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . .                Cynthia Santiago 
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com     (267) 252-5020 
 

EDITOR’S CORNER 

 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not replace the commu-
nity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

 


