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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Life Is Beautiful 
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

Witness of Love 

In 1987, mom and dad decided to celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary in a big way, on 
the score that they might not be around to celebrate their 50th.  Well, their 50th wedding anni-
versary came and went, as did their 60th, and finally, on their 70th anniversary, dad asked 
mom, “Margaret, do you think this marriage is going to work?”  “I think we should give it a 
little more time,” mom replied, not missing a beat.  Ultimately, they were married 73 years 
and my mom, now 102 years of age, dearly misses her husband of so many years. 

Mom and dad were blessed with an extraordinarily long and stable marriage.  In their love for 
one another and in the home their love created, I learned about the beauty, goodness, and dig-
nity of human life.  They taught me that life is beautiful, first of all by sharing with me their 
Catholic faith.  As I rehearsed my catechism lessons, mom and dad would take time to tell me 
how much their faith in Jesus and their love for the Blessed Mother meant to them.  And eve-
ry Tuesday evening, my family would gather around our RCA television set to watch Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen explain to us why “life is worth living.” 

But Mom and Dad taught me to cherish human life in another way.  Their firstborn son, my 
brother Frankie, had special needs, tremendous needs.  In the 1950’s, there were few re-
sources to help parents in such circumstances, but mom and dad did their best to care for 
Frankie, to make him happy, and to cope with the problems and anguish his condition im-
posed upon them.  Because they loved my brother, they made great sacrifices for him, and 
they continued to love him right up until his death in 2015.  In their lifelong commitment to 
Frankie, my parents taught me that all life is beautiful, including the lives of those whom so-

ciety would prefer to discard or forget, such as the unborn, the frail elderly, the chronically ill, and the disabled. 

Wedding Feast of Cana 

Yes, mom and dad, in their love for one another, taught me about the value of life.  So too, it is instructive that Jesus chose reveal his 
love and respect for human life by performing his first miracle at the wedding feast of an unnamed couple in Cana.  Among the invit-
ed guests were Mary, Jesus’ mother, Jesus himself, and his disciples, quite the guest list, I think you would agree!  Yet this wedding 
feast may well have been lost to history except for what went wrong.  To the chagrin of the bridegroom, the wine ran out and that 
was unthinkable.  Mary interceded for this couple with Jesus, who changed water into wine, indeed, the best wine imaginable, more 
than 120 gallons of it!  That alone is worth remembering! 

But that’s not the whole story.  There is more here than meets the eye.  Jesus was there, not only as an invited guest, but as the bride-
groom of the Church, the author of life itself and the lover of our souls.  Mary was there, not merely as a sympathetic guest, but as a 
disciple of the Lord, indeed, the disciple, whose heart was ever alert to God’s plan and purpose.  In the embarrassed couple’s plight, 
she saw an opening for God’s glory to be revealed.  To her Son, Mary simply says, “They have no wine”.  He responds, “Woman 
how does your concern affect me?  My hour has not yet come.”  Here, Jesus addresses Mary, not as his mother, but as the model 
disciple, representing the Church and all of us in the Church who are striving to be disciples.  The “hour” Jesus refers to is the time 
of his saving death and resurrection.  It had not yet arrived, but as Jesus began his public ministry, it was fast approaching.  Always 
obedient to the will of God, Mary told the waiters (as she tells us), “Do whatever he tells you” – and in that moment God’s glory was 
revealed.  Wine of the best vintage became a sign of the blood Jesus would shed for us, and a foretaste of the marriage feast of heav-
en when a redeemed humanity would celebrate forever its communion with the Lord. 

In the life of a couple just beginning their marriage, the Kingdom of God was revealed.  Jesus acted in a startling way, but not merely 
to relieve their embarrassment.  Rather, he chose their wedding to show himself as the Lord and Redeemer, who came to draw us 
into a new and final covenant of love, a marriage with God.  It was and is to be a relationship of intimate love and abundant life, in 
which the dignity and beauty of all human life is most fully revealed.  By performing this miracle at a wedding feast, Jesus also 
demonstrated that his Kingdom can and does dawn upon us in the intimacy of married love and in the give and take of family life. 

The Mystery of Cana Continues Today 

Most of you listening to me are married couples.  You know better than me how challenging your vocation truly is.  Even the happi-
est couples can disappoint one another, argue, and miscommunicate.  Even the happiest homes are marred by suffering of all kinds, 
but I’d venture to say that the greatest sufferings of spouses and parents are those that afflict their children, the precious, beautiful 
lives they were privileged to bring into this world.  A mother seeing the life of her daughter ebb away said to me, “why can’t it be me 
instead?”  A parent peering into the casket of a child gunned down on the street is inconsolable…  Yet, in 45 years of priesthood, I 
have often seen how Christ acts in such situations, touching the hearts of parents and family members with unexpected graces, re-
vealing and expanding their capacity to love and appreciate the precious gift of life.  In this way too, Jesus changes the water of our 

Archbishop Lori’s Homily from the 16 January Life is Beautiful Mass     Continued on Page  6 
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 

Dear Brother Knights, 

Greetings of peace! 

“There is no place like home”.  We read in the Gospel of Luke that Jesus went back to his hometown 
and he was received well, for he had acquired a reputation.  His town mates were impressed about 
His talent.  Since it was a Day of Rest, he went to synagogue as customary and he was given the role 
to read the scroll from the prophet Isaiah.  Prophets examined their own times and in the light of the 
Spirit spoke up about people’s blindness to God’s word. Jesus assumed His prophetic role and an-
nounces His mission with great clarity: he is anointed to bring good news to the poor.  It is not a 
personal decision but a mission given to Him by the Father.  Jesus has given this mission, which He 
started, to each one of us.  As members of the Knights of Columbus we are called to continue this 
mission until the end of the world or until He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
What is this mission?  Pope Saint John Paul II in his apostolic exhortation on “The Role of the 

Christian Family in the Modern World” (or Familiaris Consortio, 1981) which was summarized in the Catechetical Modules on the 
Festival of Fathers (2002 p. 70-71), the Saint enumerates the four general tasks of the family.  Since all of us are members of a fami-
ly, hence, these are our tasks and mission too.  What are these tasks and mission? 

First of all, the family is tasked to form a community of persons.  Every Christian family which is founded and given life by love, is 
a community of persons: of husbands and wives, of parents and children, of relatives.  Its primary task is to live with fidelity and 
reality of communion in a constant effort to develop an authentic community of persons.  The fundamental principle of this task, its 
permanent power and its final goal is founded in love: without love the family is not a community of persons and, in the same way, 
without love the family cannot live, grow and perfect itself as a community of persons.  Therefore, all members of the family, each 
according to his/her own gift, have the grace and sacred responsibility of building, day by day, the communion of persons. 

Second, every family is called to Serve Life.  The very basic task of the family is to serve life, to actualize in history the original 
blessing of the Creator – that of transforming by procreation the divine image from person to person. The Church condemns as a 
grave offense against human dignity and justice all those activities of governments or other authorities which attempt to limit in any 
way the freedom of couples in deciding about children.  Consequently, any violence applied by such authorities in favor of contra-
ception or still worse, of sterilization and procures abortion, must be altogether condemned and totally rejected.  Christian married 
love expresses itself in serving life in many ways. Of these ways, begetting and educating of children are the most immediate, specif-
ic and irreplaceable. 

Third task of the family, is the active participation in the Development of Society. The social role of the family does not end at pro-
creation and education of children, even if this constitutes its primary and irreplaceable form of expression. Families therefore, either 
singly or in association can and should devote themselves to manifold social activities, especially in favor of the poor, the needy or at 
any rate for the benefit of all people and institutions and cannot be reached by the public authorities’ welfare organization. The spir-
itual communion between Christian families, rooted in a common faith and hope and given by life by love, constitutes an inner ener-
gy that generates, spreads and develops justice, reconciliation, fraternity and peace among human beings. 

Fourth is Sharing in the Life and Mission of the Church. The family not only receives the love of Christ and become a saved commu-
nity, but they are also called upon to communicate Christ’s love to their brothers and sisters, thus becoming a saving community. 
Christian families offer a special contribution to the missionary cause of the Church by fostering missionary vocations among their 
sons and daughters, more generally,” by training their children from childhood to recognize God’s love for all people.”  The Chris-
tian family welcomes, respects and serves every human being, considering each one in his/her dignity as a person a Having heard 
these four great tasks and mission, just as Jesus is good news because people came to Him.  Let us make ourselves good news too so 
that others may become closer to God. 

We, as members of the Knights of Columbus, are called to strengthen the bonds of our families, families in our parishes and commu-
nities.  We are tasked to help families live out the Joy of Christ, and to lead them to consecrate themselves under the protection of the 
Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  Through this consecration to the Holy Family, we ask the divine help and intercession of the 
perfect son Jesus Christ, Mary the perfect mother, and Joseph who is a model of every father and every knight. Let us make our-
selves good news to all families and share with them the message of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, when he speaks about the need 
for, “holy and loving families to protect the beauty and truth of the family in God’s plan and to be an example for other families”. 
Let us do our tasks with love and determination so that we can do great things to make family fully Alive and support the growth of 
holy and loving families in the Church. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fr jojo 

Christian Family and its Mission 
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SUPREME KNIGHT  

What It Means to Be Pro-Life 
Hundreds of thousands of pro-life advocates will gather in Washington on Friday for the 
annual March for Life. Every year it is one of the biggest demonstrations in the nation’s 
capital, but some of the movement’s most dedicated members won’t be there. They’ll be 
where they usually are, day in and day out—at pregnancy resource centers caring for moth-
ers and children, born and unborn. 

Pregnancy resource centers have existed since before the Supreme Court ruled on Roe v. 
Wade nearly 50 years ago, but their numbers have soared since abortion on demand was 
declared a constitutional right. Between 2,500 and 4,000 centers exist nationwide, support-
ing millions of pregnant and new mothers every year. Many if not most are faith-based. 

What motivates the people who run and volunteer at these organizations? Love, hard as that 
may be to believe in these cynical times. Over the years I’ve met staff and volunteers driv-
en by a deep affection for mothers and children. Being pro-life isn’t an abstract concept; 
it’s deeply personal and inherently connected with those they serve. They believe that every 
life, every soul, has worth and value. While people from a range of religions are involved, 
Christians are motivated by Christ’s words from the Gospel of Matthew: “Whatever you 

did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Whatever their religious tradition, the faithful have built these centers from the ground up. They give their time, talent 
and treasure to support expectant mothers’ needs, including medical care such as testing and ultrasounds, diapers, formu-
la and infant onesies. Every day, churches drop off checks and boxes of goods at their doorsteps. Volunteers show up on 
weekends and weekdays alike to stock shelves, enter data, hand out cribs and car seats, listen to mothers and fathers bar-
ing their souls, and pray with those struggling to choose life. The result is often a lifelong relationship and support for 
children—and even a conversion for entire families. 

Many people call these organizations “crisis” pregnancy centers. The phrase is too limiting, but it speaks to a profound 
truth. When a teenage girl discovers she’s pregnant, when an expecting mom escapes her abusive boyfriend, when a sin-
gle mother has no money for diapers, these centers take them in. Seemingly unbearable situations become hopeful 
through tender care, comforting words, and abundant generosity.  

It’s nearly impossible to know how many mothers have been helped and babies saved thanks to these centers, though the 
number could be in the millions. Yet as any of their staff would tell you, they haven’t saved enough. At least 62 million 
babies have been aborted since Roe, and every pregnancy resource center employee and volunteer is fighting to prevent 
that number from rising. 

Their work to show expectant mothers the humanity of their children through ultrasounds is especially powerful. (The 
Knights of Columbus, which I lead, this week placed our 1,500th ultrasound machine in a pregnancy resource center, in 
New Brunswick, N.J.) When it comes to helping parents choose life, few things are more powerful than the sight of their 
unborn child. 

Abortion’s defenders tend to denounce these centers. The Guttmacher Institute, formerly affiliated with Planned 
Parenthood, complains they are “typically staffed by volunteers and employees who lack medical training and licen-
sure.” It’s a strange criticism from those for whom a “successful” medical procedure always ends in the death of a hu-
man being. In any case, it misses the point. The people who work at these centers serve the whole person—medically, 
financially, emotionally and spiritually. That’s something no abortion clinic can do, and it helps explain why their num-
bers are dwindling while the number of pregnancy resource centers grows. 

Such centers are likely to become even more prominent with time. Along with everyone participating in the March for 
Life, their staff and volunteers are hoping and praying the Supreme Court overturns Roe in the Dobbs case later this 
year. Such a decision would empower states to restrict abortion and protect unborn life—something that 61% of Ameri-
cans support, based on new Marist polling sponsored by the Knights of Columbus—and that means more mothers and 
children will be in need of love and support. Pregnancy resource centers will be there.  

Op-ed Commentary published in the Wall Street Journal, 20 January 2022.   

Full article can be found at: What It Means to Be Pro-Life - WSJ  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-it-pro-life-means-march-for-pregnancy-centers-knights-of-columbus-abortion-roe-v-wade-11642712536?reflink=desktopwebshare_facebook&fbclid=IwAR2xZhak367pPPQdVjWzVGPhxYZB-uT-sgwc9sYyBx7oCnT_1ZRatjXLZcg
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

I hope everyone is staying warm with this cold weather and snow this past month.  With all the re-
strictions back in place for the month of January it has been difficult to recruit but we need to be cre-
ative.  Hopefully February will bring about less restriction and we can begin to actively recruit in the 
parishes again.  Remember that free membership is still available with the McGivney2020 code.  We 
should make every effort to offer membership to every eligible Catholic man. 

At the midterm meeting of District Deputies and Grand Knights I presented the new Affiliate Mem-
ber Pilot program.  There will be training for all councils in Maryland on Tuesday, February 15th at 
8pm.  Email invitations will be sent out by Supreme Council the first week of February. 

During the month of March councils may prepare a spreadsheet with names of any men that are 18 
months in arrears for dues.  The council then submits this list to his District Deputy for review and 
then it is sent to Supreme and the members will be removed from your roster.  This is only available 
for the month of March.  These members will then be placed in the MD State Council Affiliate 
member category and will be routinely contacted by Supreme.  To this end that means that once a 
member joins the Knights of Columbus he is a member for life unless he asks for a withdrawal.  

There will be no penalty to the council for this action. 

There are some restrictions on this process.   

You must have tried to contact the member and you had no response 
The members has not been seen in church 
The member is not a charter member of the council 
The member is not an Honorary member 
The member s not in the military 
The member is not disabled 
The member is not a priest or a seminarian 

If you miss the month of March you may still use the Form 1845 and Form 100 suspension process and the member will still be sent 
to the Affiliate member category.  All members that were suspended since February of 2021 are in the Affiliate member category. 

I ask you t prepare for March recruitment drives and continue to perform in person ceremonials if you can.  You must report any 
ceremonial whether in person or virtual on Form 450 and submit to Supreme and state ceremonial chairman Chris Powers and Fritz 
Leach. 

As Knights we must always remember:  We Are Servant Leaders. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 

daily existence into the wine of his precious love, through which we savor the beauty of human life. 

The Chance to Defend and Cherish Life 

In the week ahead, we will have an opportunity to bear witness to our belief that life is beautiful, not just life in general, but each 
and every human life from the moment of conception, through natural death, and in all the stages in between.  In Washington, D.C. 
people will gather from many places for the March for Life, to bear witness to what both faith and reason teach us, namely, that life 
is beautiful, and therefore worthy of care and protection at every stage and in every circumstance: the life of the unborn child, the 
life of the mother facing a difficult pregnancy, the life of victims of poverty and injustice—every life deserves care and protection. 

The lesson of life’s beauty, learned best in the family circle, deserves to be writ large across the whole of our society and all of us 
have a part in doing so. Now and in the week ahead, let us pray for renewed resolve to share our love of life with a family member, 
a neighbor, or a fellow parishioner.  Let us resolve to know and to understand, to love and to help moms facing difficult pregnan-
cies.  Let us resolve to create a society that cherishes and protects everyone’s life.  May we hasten the day when, as a Church and a 
society, we can say with one voice, “Life is beautiful!” 

Continued from Page 3 
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

CARNIVALE…MARDI GRAS….FAT TUESDAY…LENT 

Mardi Gras is French for Fat Tuesday.  The Mardi Gras sea-
son begins on the Epiphany January 6 [also known as the 
Three Kings Day] and lasts until midnight of Fat Tuesday.  In 
France, Italy and Brazil this is known as “Carnival.”  At the 
end of Carnival, Ash Wednesday ushers in 40 days of Lent. 

It is no coincidence that Fat Tuesday falls before Ash 
Wednesday, which marks the official beginning of Lent, a 
period of prayer, fasting and repentance that Catholics and 
other Christians observe before Easter.  Today, Catholics 
commonly abstain from meat on Fridays during Lent.  In the 
past, Lenten fasting was far stricter. 

Given that Lent was a season of fasting, in the past, house-
holds would traditionally consume all remaining foods that 
would be forbidden during Lent, such as meat, eggs, and 
dairy products that would go bad before Lent was over. 
Hence, the big food blow out on Fat Tuesday. 

Mardi Gras is believed to have arrived in North America on 
March 3, 1699, when French explorer Pierre Le Moyne d’l-
berville camped 60 miles downriver from the future site of 
New Orleans.  Knowing it as Fat Tuesday back in France, 

Pierre named the spot Point du Mardi Gras and held a small gala.  A few years later French soldiers and settlers feasted and wore 
masks as part of the Mardi Gras festivities in the newly founded city of Mobile [present day Alabama].  To this day, Mobile claims 
to have the oldest Mardi Gras celebration in the U.S. 

Soon after, 1718 marking the city of New Orleans founding, Mardi Gras was celebrated there.  The Spanish ruled the “Big Easy” 
from 1762 thru 1800 and they cracked down on certain Mardi Gras rituals.  In 1803, with the Louisiana Purchase, the 
U.S .authorities taking control banned masked balls and public disguises.  Eventually, the festival’s existence was accepted.  The 
first Mardi Gras parade took place in 1837.  By this time the city had transformed from a 
small backwater town into a major metropolis.  26 years later a group of men organized a 
secret society called the Mistick Krewe of Comus.  They held a parade with the theme of 
“The Demon Actors in Milton’s Paradise Lost.”  This reversed the declining popularity of 
Mardi Gras and helped establish New Orleans as the epicenter in the U.S. 

Other secret societies such as Krewe of Rex and the Knights of Momus began paying for 
parades and balls of their own.  A decade later the Krewe of Proteus was formed.  Since 
these early societies were exclusively white male, women and blacks formed their own 
groups such as Lew Mysterieuses and the Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club.  

Racial exclusion has not been limited to the distant past.  In 1992, after an acrimonious de-
bate, the New Orleans City Council passed an ordinance that prohibited krewes from dis-
criminating on the basis of race, religion, sexual orientation or national origin.  Rex immedi-
ately pledged to integrate but Comus, Momus, and Proteus chose to stop parading rather than 
open up their ranks to blacks.  As of now, Comus has not returned to the streets.  Momus 
spun off into the Knights of Chaos and Proteus came back in 2000 after signing a non-
discrimination pledge. 

Over the years the New Orleans festivities have been cancelled about a dozen times.  Most of 
the cancellations came during the Civil War, WWI, and WWII.  A scaled down version took 
place in 2006 just months after Hurricane Katrina flooded the Gulf Coast. 

King Cake is only available during Mardi Gras.  The cake is made of Brioche dough.  
Braided and laced with cinnamon, it is then glazed with purple, green and gold sugar or 
icing.  What sets King Cake apart from other cakes is the small plastic baby hidden inside.  
Whoever finds the baby in their slice of cake must buy the next cake or host the next party. 

Once Fat Tuesday is over, we will be entering a new season in the Church Liturgical calen-
dar, the Holy season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday is a solemn reminder of human mortality and the need for reconciliation with God.  A 
time of purification, renewal and holiness.  Understanding the reason of this season will lead us to a better understanding of our faith 
and open communications with God.   

The Butterfly Float 

Remember that you are dust,  

and to dust you shall return 

Continued on Page 8 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

For those of you that attended the Mid-Term Meeting did you take notice of what I believe to be one 
particularly important phenomenon?  If you remember during the Council Growth Segment of the 
meeting, we had a panel of three Grand Knights that were highly successful when it comes to recruit-
ing new members.  Later in the day our Worthy Program Director also put together a panel of Grand 
Knights to discuss the programs they take part in and how they are successful and why they are suc-
cessful in doing these programs.  

Where is the big white elephant in this room?  If you were observant, you might have seen that some 
of the Knights on the Council Growth Panel were the same as those on the Program Panel.  That is 
right!  Those that are successful at recruiting are also successful at programs.  Look at it another way 
those that are successful at programs are also successful at recruiting.  You have heard our Worthy 
Lecturer Tom Gruel say this on several 
occasions.  It’s kind of like love and 
marriage.  “They go together like a 
horse and carriage”.   

Why do you think this is so?  Do you think you could keep expanding 
the number of programs you do and do them well if you did not bring 
in new members?  On the other side of the coin, when we are out do-
ing these programs and people see us, maybe, just maybe, someone 
will want to participate.  We can make it easy for them by offering 
them a one-year free membership into the Knights through 
MCGIVNEY 2020.   

Another way to look at this is like we are a three-legged stool.  One leg 
is membership.  One leg is programs, and the third leg is you.  If either 
one of those legs is missing the stool will not stand.  Same with a 
council, if you don’t bring in new members, or you don’t do programs, 
your council will fail.  (As an aside I hope our Worthy State Treasurer 
recognizes this). 

We have five months to go in this Fraternal Year.  Let’s do everything 
we can to attract new members.  Let’s all Make Star Council. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tom O’Hara 

 

The church gives us 40 days for us to develop a more meaningful and joyful relationship with God.  Let us use this Lenten season 
as a time to deepen our relationship with God.   

Jesus is calling,.. us into a deeper communication throughout the coming 40 days.  It is time to stay focused on Jesus and spend 
time with him in prayer.  Open our hearts and invite Him to enter.  Let us welcome the grace of God as we anticipate, prepare and 
walk this journey.  As we reflect and examine our conscience, we recognize that our lives do not reflect Jesus.   

We need to take the time to see the beauty that surrounds us and be appreciative of it and feel God’s presence.  During Lent we 
should be establishing a relationship with the creator of the Universe.  The importance of spending some uninterrupted quiet time 
alone with God to commune with Him you will find that God will guide our minds as we think things out in his presence.  Allow 
yourself an hour a day to talk with the Lord.  You will find peace and joy.  

As Knights, we need to do as much good as we possibly can to help others in our parish and our community.  We are the Lord’s 
helping hands. 

My continued love and prayers 

Mary Jane 

First Lady 

First Lady Continued from Page 7 
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

This month I’d like to highlight four faith in action programs that are especially time-
ly for us as we move into our third year of dealing with covid.  And each of these are 
“safe” in a sense that all can be activated virtually!  So, let’s begin… 
 
Service Recognition Program 
I can’t think of a more deserving category of workers than those who serve as Catho-
lic school teachers, CCD teachers, EMT’s, police officers, fire fighters and healthcare 
workers.  This group, probably more than almost any other in our communities, have 
dealt with overwhelming challenges during the covid crisis as they work to support 
others.  Let’s celebrate their tenacity and commitment to service by having every 

council in Maryland nominate at least one individual for recognition.  Remember, everyone you nominate is a 
winner, regardless of whether they are selected to receive a State-level award.  
Submit your nominations by February 18, 2022 to Program Chairman Stephen Bayliff at 
Sbayliff777@aol.com.  Forms and information are available on the Maryland State webpage. 
 
Leave No Neighbor Behind Program 
The simplest act of kindness and fraternity that any council can take is to reach out to members who have fad-
ed from sight.  This involves nothing more complicated than taking a list of those members, dividing it into 
manageable parts, and then assigning council members to reach out and call them.  Sure, some men will never 
respond, but there are plenty who will deeply appreciate that a brother Knight took the time to check on them.  
This is a fundamental element of LNNB and it strikes at the core of what it means to put our faith into action 
as Knights.  I hope you make it a priority, especially during covid! 
 
Special Olympics 
Did you know that Maryland Special Olympics has over 8,000 athletes who participate in its sports programs 
each year?  And did you know that over 40% of its annual budget to support the athletes derives from funds 
raised through the Polar Bear Plunge?  Let’s show our athletes again this winter that Knights in Maryland cele-
brate their efforts!  Please consider funding Special Olympics this month at the minimum level of $2.00 per 
council member by either taking the Plunge- live (March 26) or virtually - or by sponsoring Bryan Adamczyk 
in his efforts to raise $10,000 as a Super Plunger!  (Note: Bryan’s contact information: 
smchawk13@hotmail.com).  
 
Program Speaker Series 
How many times have you scratched your head wondering where to find a speaker who might enliven your 
council or assembly meetings?  Our Program team has helped eliminate that frustration by assembling a group 
of prominent speakers who have agreed to make themselves available to visit your council, live or virtually, to 
share their wealth of knowledge on a particular subject!  Check out your options on the State Website using 
this link: 
 
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/MD-State-Council-Speaker-Series.pdf 

Finally, special thanks to Grand Knights Dan Cipra (12127), David Ghee (205), Bill Hammett (10525) and 
Harold Countee (11422) for doing a wonderful job serving as our Program Team panelists during the Mid-
Term Meeting!  And thanks to all of you who participated in the discussion! 
 
Vivat Jesus!   
 
Terry 

mailto:Sbayliff777@aol.com
mailto:smchawk13@hotmail.com
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/MD-State-Council-Speaker-Series.pdf
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
Income Replacement & Sometimes We Only Get One Chance  

As agents, we try to ensure that the amount of protection we put in place for our 
members and their spouses will be sufficient to allow a survivor to continue their 
existing standard of living in the event of a premature death.  Since we are currently 
living in a very low interest rate environment, sometimes the amount of coverage 
suggested can be rather large.   

Let me give you an example.  A former Field Director told a story about a neighbor 
whose husband had died unexpectedly.  The Field Director’s wife suggested that the 
new widow speak to her husband about what she should do with her million-dollar 
benefit.  When he arrived to console the widow, she immediately began speaking 
about buying a beach house and asking him about what kind of boat she should con-
sider because, after all, she was now a millionaire. 

The conversation did not go the way she was expecting.  The Field Director ex-
plained to her that the $1 Million inheritance would have to be invested conserva-

tively so as not to invade the principal and she should live on the interest that the investment would provide.  
He further explained that the $1M provided by her late husband’s insurance policy would provide her with an 
annual income of $30,000.  Obviously, her plans changed considerably after this discussion. 

As important as the proper amount of insurance protection is, it is equally important to have the insurance 
placed in force as soon as possible.  Being in the second year of this pandemic, I don’t have to tell anyone that 
our next breath is a gift from God.  We all know people who have passed unexpectedly for various reasons.  
Any agent who has been in this career for a long period of time has experienced a member who has received a 
terminal diagnosis or has passed before the application could be completed because their client wanted to 
“think about it.”  If you ever experience an agent encouraging you to move forward with a recommendation, 
please understand that it’s not a high-pressure sales gimmick, but rather a genuine concern for your family’s 
financial protection.  Most of us in this business know that sometimes we only get one chance. 

Fraternally, 

Bob 

 

By: General Agent Robert Callaway, LUTCF, FIFC (e-mail: robert.callaway@kofc.org) 
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AROUND MARYLAND 
 

Maryland State Mid-Term Meeting 

The Maryland State family gathered at Columbus Gardens in Nottingham on 8 January to assess the past six months in the Maryland 

jurisdiction, and to review expectations for the second half of the fraternal year.  District Deputies and Grand Knights spent the day 

with State Deputy Vince Grauso and the State Officers.  The District Wardens and Deputy Grand Knights with potential GKs met 

with State Secretary Chris Powers and his team for the next Fraternal Year..  The Ladies in attendance took a bus trip into Washing-

ton DC to visit the Hillwood Estate and Gardens.  The Day started with a Holy Hour led by State Chaplain Fr. Jojo Opalda and  end-

ed with Mass celebrated by Fr. Jojo. 

Fr. Opalda start the day with Holy Hour 

District Deputy 5 Greg McClain leads a decade 
of the rosary during Holy Hour 

Fr. Opalda Celebrates Mass 
at the end of the day with 
assistance from Deacon 
James Dominic and Deacon 
David Ludwikoski,  

State Deputy Vince Grauso presents District War-
den 15 Michael Maxey Star Council awards for 
Most Holy Rosary Council 11511 and St. John 
Fisher Council 16499 

State Deputy Vince Grauso pre-

sents District Deputy 22 a Pizza 

Party certificate for Fr. Edmund 

Julian Council 11616 for reach-

ing their membership goal  by 

Christmas 
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Beary White, the Special Olympics Maryland mascot, makes 
an appearance, with a Special Olympics athlete, State Pro-
gram Director Terry Waters, State Life Director John Sniezek 

State Deputy Vince Grauso presents a Silver 
Knight Award for Bishop Sebastian Council 
5058 GK Michael Mank 

Immediate Paste State Deputy Dale Trott presents 
awards to District Deputy 1 Rick Opatick for coun-
cils in District 1 from IPSD Trott’s term. 
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Members on the District Warden/Deputy Grand 
Knight side participate in a mock Church Drive and 
are greeted as they arrive in “church”. 

District Deputies and Grand Knights participate in a 

Grand Knights Council 

State March For Life Chairman John Eure holds the Knights of Columbus Maryland banner to look for at the 
National Mall for the participants in the National march For Life, assisted by State Treasurer Tony Salvemini 

Participants on the District Warden / Deputy Grand Knight side 
listen intently to a presentation 

Maryland State Officers participate in the Pledge of Allegiance  
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Life is Beautiful 

The Archdiocese of Baltimore’s Annual Life is Beautiful Mass was held on Sunday, 16 January at St. Louis 

Church in Clarksville.   The annual Mass is a prelude to the National March For Life in Washington D.C.  

This year the Maryland State Knights of Columbus were honored for our significant contributions to defend-

ing the truth about the dignity of every life.  The Life is Beautiful Award is presented to the Knights of Co-

lumbus for serving communities here and abroad in Life programs.  

Archbishop Lori receives the Life is 
Beautiful Award on behalf of Supreme 

Knight Patrick Kelly and Dr. Jona-
thon Reyes, Knights of Columbus Vice 
President of Evangelization and Faith 
Formation from Erin Younkins, Arch-
diocese of Baltimore’s Director of the 

Office of Life, Justice and Peace 
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Long Green Valley Council 8736 Thanksgiving 

Long Green Valley Council 8736 in Hydes recently overcame multiple challenges during their Thanksgiving Drive.  More than 25 
Knights stepped up to help in fundraising, purchasing food from multiple sources, storage and delivery.  This effort was compound-
ed by the delivery trucks and suppliers backing out at the last minute.  This effort resulted in the delivery of over 6000 pounds of 
food to five charities in north-east Maryland—Our Daily Bread Employment Center, The Franciscan Center, Beans and Bread, Mis-
sions of Charity/Gift of Hope, and the St. Elizabeth’s Food Pantry.  The 2021 effort marked 32 years that Long Valley Council has 
held their Thanksgiving Drive.  Congratulations to Grand Knight Chris Phillips and all members of Council 8736.  Proud examples 
of Columbianism. 

Truck Full of Turkeys 

Delivery at Our Daily Bread 

Long Valley Council 8736 Thanksgiving Team 2021 

Praying with the Blue 

Deacon Al Blankard from Our Lady of Fatima Council 10137in Baltimore lead a Rosary with members of Dundalk Precinct 12. 

From the Laurel Police De-
partment: 

We were humbled to accept 
120 brand new warm winter 

coats from the Knights of Co-
lumbus at St. Mary of the 

Mills Church. We take this 
task to heart and make sure all 

of the coats are given our to 
children in need.  
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124th Convention of the Maryland State Council 
My Brother Knights and Dear Ladies, 

The 124th Annual Convention of the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is only 3 months from now.  Registration 

is open and we await you getting registered.  The registration website is www.mdkocconvention.org  If you have already registered 

and need to make corrections, you can go to this same website and select the “Update Your Registration” button, and access your 

registration information and make the revisions you want.  

Have you signed up for the Grand Knight Olympics and ordered your hat?  Have you purchased a convention shirt?  Purchased your 

banquet tickets?  If not go to the registration site and do so now. 

If you go to the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org  tap on the tab for “Leader Resources” in the center of the red bar, under 

the State Council logo.  On the resultant list you’ll find “State Convention 2022”.  At this site you will find information about Con-

vention registration, the program booklet advertisements, the golf tournament, and more information to come over the next few 

months. 

Keep May 13, 14, and 15 of 2022 open for the Convention.  We look forward to seeing you at Ocean, filling up every able room in 

the Princess Royale.  This will be the last year at the Princess Royale so let’s pack the Princess Royale! 

If you have questions, the Convention Committee’s contact information can be found in the State Directory 

Vivat Jesus! 

Mike Sallese 
Convention Chairman 

Family of the Year 

The Maryland State Council annually conducts a Family of the Year recognition program.  The Family select-

ed for this award will be honored at the Founder’s Day Reception on Sunday, March 27, 2022. 

The Family of the Year is selected from nominations submitted by councils in the Maryland jurisdiction.  This 

program will allow your council to honor families that have made a significant contribution to church, council, 

and community activities.  This award is presented to the family that best demonstrates exceptional support of 

the principles of our Church and Order, and is considered a “model” family.  Please note that the father of the 

family must be a member in good standing in the Knights of Columbus.   

A nomination form is posted to the State Council website at Forms & Programs | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org). 

Completed packages, with all supporting documentation, needs to be mailed and postmarked by 18 February 

2022. 

Councils are also encouraged to honor their selected family locally at a council meeting or social gathering, 

inviting the recipient’s entire family and friends to participate in the presentation.  It is appropriate to award a 

certificate, plaque, or other recognition memento. 

Fraternally, 

 
 

Thomas Chayka 
Family of the Year Chairman 

http://www.mdkocconvention.org
http://www.kofc-md.org
https://kofc-md.org/general-interest-forms-programs/
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LIFE ACTIVITIES 
 

Brothers–I hope you and your Councils had the opportunity in January to participate in the many opportunities 
for prayer and advocacy to reaffirm our commitment to life in all 
stages and in every condition.  

March for Life Week Recap 

The March for Life week began with our Supreme Chaplain 
Archbishop Lori celebrating the Life is Beautiful Mass at St. 
Louis Parish in Clarksville MD.  At this Mass, Archbishop Lori 
presented the Culture of Life Medal to State Deputy Vince Grau-
so for all the tremendous Life saving work the Councils in Mary-
land and the State Council have done to promote the dignity of 
life in all stages and in every condition.  For a recap of the Mass, 
please visit  https://catholicreview.org/knights-of-columbus-
recognized-for-pro-life-ministry-during-life-is-beautiful-mass/ 

The March for 
Life on January 
21st was a jubilant event with pilgrims from all over the Unit-
ed States advocating that Equality Begins in the Womb!  The 
highlight to me was hearing Katie Shaw speak.  Katie is a 36-
year-old woman with Down Syndrome.  Her testimony was 
inspiring.  If you did not hear her, I urge you to watch her testi-
mony.  It is for people like Katie that we fight for every day.  
See Katie’s testimony at https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=UEP2m_2I3kk   

There are two more great opportunities for all Knights in February that directly involve the advocacy 
for Life in the State of Maryland. 

The first opportunity for your Council in February is to participate in the Maryland 
March for Life which is Thursday February 3rd from 5:00pm–6:30pm at Lawyers 
Mall outside the Miller Senate Building in Annapolis.  This year, we will again meet 
on Lawyers Mall for a rally and vigil for LIFE! Please join us to hear from speakers 
like Toni McFadden, Terrisa Bukovinac, and more!  All are invited to participate and 
witness to life in Maryland.  For details, visit the Maryland March for Life website at    
https://www.MdMarchforLife.com   

The second opportunity is for you, your Council, and your Parish to 
participate in the Catholic Advocacy Day on February 16th, 2022.  
By signing up for Catholic Advocacy Day you will have the oppor-
tunity to contact your legislators in Annapolis on the important 
Catholic issues in Maryland which includes the protection of Life in 
all its stages and in every condition.  For information on how to sign 
up and participate, please visit: https://www.mdcatholic.org/
advocacyday  

Life Activities Director By: John Sniezek (johnsniezek1969@gmail.com) 

Archbishop William E. Lori gives the Culture of 
Life Medal of Honor to State Deputy Vince Grau-
so, Accepting the honor Jan 16 at St. Louis in 
Clarksville on behalf of the Maryland State Coun-
cil Knights of Columbus (Courtesy Amy Eradi) 

https://catholicreview.org/knights-of-columbus-recognized-for-pro-life-ministry-during-life-is-beautiful-mass/
https://catholicreview.org/knights-of-columbus-recognized-for-pro-life-ministry-during-life-is-beautiful-mass/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEP2m_2I3kk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEP2m_2I3kk
https://www.MdMarchforLife.com
https://www.mdcatholic.org/advocacyday
https://www.mdcatholic.org/advocacyday
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Pregnancy Center Support Update  

(Frank Arlinghaus – MD State Pregnancy Center Support Chairman) 

The Knights Pregnancy Center Support program provides assistance to pregnancy centers and maternity 

homes in their life-saving and life-affirming mission.  The Knights seek to help mothers and children, provid-

ing material support.  The Maryland Knights Ultrasound program has been very successful, with Maryland 

Knights distributing ultrasound machines to nearly every pregnancy center across Maryland.  However, these 

centers need further support to assist mothers who choose life--material and financial support to provide ma-

ternity and infant clothing, diapers, baby essentials, as well as help for staff training, expanded hours of opera-

tion, or operating expenses for mobile clinics.  Many councils and individual knights provide some support to 

their local centers, but we'd like to expand that. 

One example is the recently opened Options@328, a pregnancy center at 328 Howard Street in downtown 

Baltimore, next to the Howard Street Planned Parenthood abortion clinic.  The center operates with 2 ultra-

sound machines funded by Knights and are supported by yearly baby bottle campaigns of Councils 6011 and 

13589.  However, the need is great, as this pregnancy center has seen huge growth in the number of client ap-

pointments.  Many of their clients were abortion-committed, and may be undocumented, addicted, trafficked, 

abused, homeless, and often speak limited English.  Operating in an area with few councils, the center reaches 

those in need without having a strong economic base on which to draw for support. 

We have other pregnancy centers who look to expand their hours, particularly the hours served by profession-

al staff like sonographers and nurses, or operating a mobile ultrasound clinic (for example, the soon to be op-

erating mobile unit supporting three centers on the Eastern Shore), which brings an additional set of challeng-

es, but which helps reach out to women in need.  If you or your council are looking to provide one-time or 

repeating support and don't have a specific center to support, reach out to us (Frank Arlinghaus farling-

haus@yahoo.com or 410-660-1615).  

Physician Assisted Suicide Update  

(Frank and Sue Arlinghaus – MD State Pro-Life Couple) 

Physician-Assisted Suicide (PAS) laws, also termed "Medical Assistance in Dying" laws would allow people 

to end their lives with massive doses of lethal drugs.  Such acts clearly violate Catholic teaching on life and 

death, and yet far too many Catholic men support such laws.  The teaching of the Church is clearly against 

this, and actively taking your life in this manner or assisting in such an act is gravely wrong.  Our Supreme 

Chaplain, Archbishop Lori, wrote a pastoral letter several years ago opposing efforts in Maryland to pass such 

a law and reaffirmed Catholic teaching.  The Maryland Catholic Conference is joined every year by Maryland 

Right to Life, The Dignity Mandate, and numerous other disability rights and right to life groups in opposing 

such a law.  Knights have a duty to one another, and to the Church, to understand and support Church teach-

ing, and to live our faith. 

The Dignity Mandate has a 30-minute documentary on the dangers of PAS ("Shining the Light on Physician 

Assisted Suicide") at thedignitymandate.org.  The Maryland Catholic Conference has a webinar (Deadly not 

Dignified) and other resources available online at mdcatholic.org under the Our Issues/Respect life issue tab. 

If you want help setting up an educational program for your council or your parish, feel free to reach out to 

Frank and Sue Arlinghaus, farlinghaus@yahoo.com, 410-660-1615.  

mailto:farlinghaus@yahoo.com
mailto:farlinghaus@yahoo.com
http://thedignitymandate.org/
http://mdcatholic.org/
mailto:farlinghaus@yahoo.com
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L to R: Dan Madden (Saint Louis), John Sniezek (Maryland Knights 
Life Director), Father Michael DeAscanis (Saint Louis/Saint Francis 
pastor), Vince Grauso (Maryland State Deputy), Billy Swann 
(District 1 Warden) 

Students from Mount De Sales Academy, St. Louis 
Parish, and  Father Michael DeAscanis (Saint 
Louis/Saint Francis pastor)  

State Pregnancy Center Support Chairman Frank Arling-
haus and young Luke McMorland - advocating for Life. 

Marchers at the Pre-March 

Rally 

National 

March For 

Life 
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The 29th Annual Fr. Rosensteel Pro-Life Kickoff Rally Dinner 

“Equality Begins in the Womb” was the theme for this year’s March for Life in Washington, D.C.  With the easing of COVID-19 

social distancing restrictions the Fr. Rosensteel Council planned on a return of the traditional Pro-Life Dinners of the past.  Last held 

in 2020 the return was anything but traditional. 

The Columbian Room was rented, ads placed, signs were hung, volunteers found including our Maryknights, the Cook was readied, 

Programs printed, emails sent that again our traditional Spaghetti dinner was again to be offered and that attending would be Priests, 

Religious, Maryland State Council Officers and Musicians  Theresa and Sylvia and our Keynote Speaker would be Marjorie 

“Missy” Smith, a Pro-Life activist and founder of WAKEUP MoM.  Our State Deputy Vincent Grauso was to give his Pro-Life Ad-

dress as other State Deputies had in the past. 

There is a passage in Romans 8:31 the says “I Am With You And For You.  When you decide on a course of action that is in line 

with My (Gods) will, nothing in heaven or on earth can stop you.”  Well, this was put to the test this year.  As the first week of Janu-

ary finished there it was a weather forecast that threatened to stop this event for only the third time.  As each day passed it became 

clearer that a forecasted snow event was not moving off the afternoon of January 16th.  Being a few days out PGK Gus Gusman pro-

duced the idea of a Zoom Format type Kickoff Rally.  The Grand Knight welcomed the idea, so phone calls and emails sent out .  

Both our keynote speaker and the State Deputy welcomed the idea and chance to address listeners via the Zoom format.  Our Chap-

lain Father Calis was able to participate via the revised format.  Announcements went out and a revised version of the evening pro-

gram was published.  

Snow began falling at 3:00PM and the Zoom Meeting began at 7:00 PM.  PGK Gusman controlled the technical aspects of having 

Zoomers enter the Room.  In a few minutes forty guests were readied.  Father Calis lead us in prayer.  PGK James Mannion wel-

comed all and told listeners of the about the history of Pro-Life activity at Father Rosensteel Council.  Our Keynote Speaker Marjo-

rie Smith was introduced and centered her address on her efforts to prevent rogue physician from performing abortions and the harm 

that they have done to the to the other victims of abortion, the pregnant mother.  She truly is taking the cause of ending abortion to 

the front lines.  Next up was our State Deputy Vincent Grauso.  The State Deputy opened his address about events earlier that day 

where the State Council received an award.  The Culture of Life Medal of Honor, presented to an individual or local group for sig-

nificant contributions to defending the truth about the life and dignity of every person, was awarded to the Maryland State Council 

of the Knights of Columbus.  In addition, The Life is Beautiful Award, presented to an individual or organization which exemplifies 

the Catholic response to the pro-life call in “Evangelium Vitae” (“The Gospel of Life”), was awarded to the Knights of Columbus, 

led by Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly.  The State Deputy talked at great length about the State Councils Ultrasound Program and 

what that has allowed expectant mothers 

considering abortion to see that life and 

equality begins in the womb much earli-

er than many believe. 

During the Acknowledgements Section 

of the evening Program, PGK Michael 

Koon was given a Special Appreciation 

Award recognizing his body of work 

and devotion to the Pro-Life efforts of 

the Father Rosensteel Council.  This 

year PGK Koon choose to step back and 

have others take up the banner of 

Rosensteel as a leader in Pro-Life activ-

ities.  Rosensteel thanks Michael and his 

wife Katie for making Rosensteel a Pro-

Life Council. 

After PGK Gusman lead all in the Pray-
er form the Unborn, Father Calis closed 

the evening with a blessing. 

By  Jim Mannion, PGK, Father Rosensteel Council 2169 
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Father Rosensteel Council is continuing its dedication to the Right to Life initiative.  Kicking it off with the Candlelight Rosary and 
Benediction for the Unborn in October, continuing with our Pro-Life Rally Kickoff Dinner (Zoom) January 16th and wrapping up 
with a breakfast the day-before the Right to Life March for a group of college students of University Catholic, from the Nashville 
area. 

Father Rosensteel Council was contacted by college DGK John Paul Libanati, Vanderbilt University Blessed Piere Giorgio Frassati 
Council and son of Rosensteel Knight Cristian Libanati, and University Catholic Chaplain Father Gervan Menezes with a request for 
a Knights Breakfast on Thursday before the March. 

University Catholic serves the needs of Catholic students at 6 Nashville colleges.  They drove overnight, attended 9:30 mass, where 
Father Gervan was able to concelebrate with Father Banks.  Fifty hungry students headed over to the Council for a breakfast of stra-
ta, oatmeal and yogurt, with fruit and croissants.  Juice, water, breakfast bars and sandwiches were provided “for the road.”   

They were a very gracious and beautiful group of college students, charged up for the next day’s event.  Father Gervan expressed his 
gratitude and took the time to speak with all of us. 

Special thanks to Maryknights Terry Mannion, Sue Wiant, Morgan Minnick and Ruth Gusman.  Also, to Danny Bengaro (who an-
swered an emergency morning-of-the-event call), and PGK’s Jim Mannion and Gus Gusman. 

By PGK Gus Gusman, PGK, Father Rosensteel Council 2169 

Fr. Rosensteel PGK Jim Mannion greets students 
from University Catholic, Nashville, who are in 
the area to participate in the National March For 
Life in Washington DC 

Maryknight's Sue Wiant, Morgan Minnick, and Terry Mannion; SK Danny 
Bengero; PGK Gus Gusman w Maryknight Ruth Gusman; University Catholic 
Chaplain Gervan Menezes; and PGK Jim Mannion.  

Rosary for the Unborn 
Fr. Rosensteel Council continued their support for the Unborn with a Rosary for the unborn on 5 October 2021.  Afternoon rains and 

the threat of rains continuing into the evening threatened to cancel the event, but the council persevered.  Attendance included, Fr, 

Calis our Chaplain, Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly Color Corp. Maryland State Council Life Activities Chairmen, Council Brothers, 

Maryknights and representatives from the Gabriel Project Cluster of Montgomery County. All gathered after the powerful Rosary 

for a light meal. Attendees were very generous as we were able to get contributions to the Gabriel Project for their efforts in helping 

expectant mothers bring their pregnancy full term. 

Father Rosensteel Council Chaplain Father Joseph Calis. 
Leads the Rosary  

Fr. Rosensteel members participating in the Rosary for the unborn: 
(L-R) GK Frank Zarrelli, DGK Tim Stocker, PGK James Mannion, 
PGK Gus Gusman, PGK Paul Girolami 
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Super Plunger 

This upcoming Friday, January 28 & 29th, 2022, (Postponed until 18 March 2022) while many here in Mar-

yland are heading into work or staying tucked warmly into their beds, and as the weather is expected to be 

brisk and chilly. one of our Brother Knights will once again be preparing to do a little different community 

outreach. 

Bryan Adamczyk, our Own Maryland State Council Sports Chairman, will be settling into a cot at Sandy 

Point State Park.  Moving into a tent which was to be his home for the next 24 hours. This year Bryan will 

once again be preparing to be a Maryland Special Olympic Super Plunger. Which means unlike many of 

Maryland’s 3,000 Polar Bear Plungers, Bryan will be part of an elite group who for a 24-hour period would 

willingly run into the Bay every hour on the hour and submerge themselves on behalf of the Special Olympi-

ans from Maryland.  

This year marks the 21st Annual Super Plunge.  In 2001 inspired by a young Special Olympian named Jimmy 

Myrek, and his love of the water and the Polar Bear Plunge, a small group decided to Plunge 24 times for a 

Day for Special Olympics.  Over the years the group has grown and so has the prestige. Former Baltimore Ori-

ole B.J. Surhoff, and Former Baltimore Ravens, and current New York Jets Quarterback Joe Flacco have had 

this honor.  

Like Last year Bryan also has the great pleasure of being teamed up with a Special Olympian Plunge Partner. 

Lori “Action” Plaxen a Gold Medal inning Power Lifter has been Paired with Bryan.  Lori has been a Special 

Olympic Athlete for over 20 years. She recently won medals in both Power Lifting and Track and Field. She 

has been quoted saying “Special Olympics makes my world move forward.”  She is excited to team up with 

Bryan again and has helped him with several of his virtual plunges last year.  

An 18-year veteran of the Maryland Polar Bear Plunge, in 2022, Bryan will be taking part in his third Super 

Plunge. His first was in 2020 and then he was able to capture the magic again last year, though virtually.  He 

is ready as are his teammates to once again take the plunge for real, plunging back into the Bay.  

As a Super Plunger this mean Bryan has committed himself to raising $10,000 for Special Olympics. He can 

use your help as we head into the final months.  Donations can be made online at support.somd.org/

adamczykplaxen.   

support.somd.org/adamczykplaxen
support.somd.org/adamczykplaxen


 

Maryland State Council  February 2022 

Volume 2, Issue 8 www.kofc-md.org Page 23 

HISPANIC PAGE 
 

By Padre Miguel Angel Martinez, C.Ss.R. 

Conociendo a San Alfonso María de Ligorio (abogado, sacerdote, misionero, funda-
dor de una congregación, músico, pintor, escritor, moralista, Obispo, doctor de la igle-
sia, patrono de confesores y de abogados). 

Con una serie de artículos iremos conociendo a un hombre extraordinario que vivió en 
el siglo de las luces (s. XVIII) y fue una gran luz para la iglesia y el mundo entero. 
Desarrollaremos distintos aspectos y aportes de este gran Santo en los campos de la 
misión, la teología, la pastoral, la espiritualidad, la moral, la mariología, valiéndonos de 
cientos de estudios de misioneros y teólogos redentoristas. 

Alfonso procede del matrimonio constituido por don Giuseppe Liguori y doña Anna 
Cavalieri. Los dos tenían 25 años cuando se casaron (1695). Los dos pertenecían a una 
familia de la nobleza del reino de Nápoles. Don Giuseppe formaba parte de la Armada 
Real de Nápoles con el título de Alférez y más adelante se convertirá en comandante. 
Este matrimonio tuvo 8 hijos y el primogénito fue Alfonso María. 

Alfonso María nació en Marianella, Nápoles el 27 de setiembre de 1696. De niño le 
visitó san Francisco de Jerónimo quien anunció, junto con su bendición: «Este chiquitín vivirá 90 años, será obispo y hará mucho 
bien». Por ser el primogénito y predestinado a perpetuar el linaje, recibió una formación esmerada, superior a la de sus hermanos. 

En el hogar recibió la primera impronta humana y cristiana a cargo especialmente de su madre. En casa realizó sus primeros estu-
dios, organizados expresamente para él y de forma cualificada por su padre con sus ventajas y desventajas. No ha pasado por un co-
legio como los otros niños o jóvenes de su edad sino por el Oratorio de los Padres Filipinos de la ciudad de Nápoles.  Ingresó en la 
Hermandad de la Nobleza aún joven y comenzó su formación intelectual aprendiendo los idiomas español, francés, griego y latín.  

También inició estudios de geografía, literatura, matemáticas, gramática, música, arquitectura, pintura y arte animado por su padre, 
quien deseaba que fuera un exitoso político. En 1708, siendo un adolescente de 12 años, dado su gran conocimiento se matriculó en 
la Facultad de Derecho de la Universidad de Nápoles, y esta Facultad lo aceptó el 19 de marzo de ese año en el Colegio de Doctores. 
Como un caso excepcional, a los 16 años obtuvo con notas sobresalientes el grado de doctor en derecho civil y en derecho canónico.  

Ejerce brillantemente la abogacía y después de dos años abandona esta profesión cuando pierde un famoso caso por las manipulacio-
nes y maquinaciones políticas: sus palabras de despedidas quedaron para la historia: “¡Mundo, te conozco!... ¡Adiós, tribunales!”. No 
vive este acontecimiento, decisivo en su vida, desde la agresividad y la frustración, al contrario, los asume como fecundidad, siembra 
y profundización interior, se retira, eso sí lo tiene muy claro. Y al hacerlo toma una opción personal radical: se niega a la corrupción, 
rechaza que el hombre se realice manipulando o dejándose manipular y elige una forma nueva de libertad y liberación, el seguimien-
to de Jesús. 

Profundamente conmovido Alfonso se va a visitar a sus amigos, los enfermos del “Hospital de los incurables”. Mientras atendía a los 
enfermos se ve a sí mismo en medio de una grata luz... Parece escuchar una sacudida del gran edificio y cree oír en su interior una 
voz que le llama personalmente desde el pobre: “Alfonso, deja todas las cosas, ven y sígueme”. 

Tras la renuncia de los tribunales, Alfonso estudia unos años de teología y recibe el sacerdocio el 21 de diciembre de 1726, en la 
Catedral de Nápoles, tenía 30 años de edad. Se hace sacerdote en contra de un padre autoritario, como don José, con asombro lo des-
cubre muy pronto en los barrios marginados evangelizando a los analfabetos con sorprendentes predicaciones. A los 33 años comen-
zó a intercambiar domicilio entre la casa familiar y la residencia sacerdotal llamada “de los Chinos” porque quería ser misionero 
hacia el Extremo Oriente. 

Fue en 1732 a los 36 años cuando se independizó del hogar familiar para fundar una Congregación de misioneros en Scala. Alfonso 
decide por vez primera, reunir una comunidad consagrada a la misión de los más pobres. En los primeros días de noviembre de 1732 
Alfonso deja definitivamente la ciudad de Nápoles y en burro parte para Scala para reunirse con su primer grupo de compañeros, 
quienes habrán de ser los Redentoristas. Son unos días de intensa oración y contemplación. Sabe que la redención abundante y gene-
rosa es un don gratuito y se abre a él en disponibilidad plena. 

El día 9 de noviembre de 1732 nace la congregación misionera del Santísimo Redentor, mejor conocido como los Misioneros Reden-
toristas. No es fácil fundar una congregación religiosa en el reino de Nápoles en el siglo XVIII. Hay demasiados diocesanos y reli-
giosos y muchos conventos en este país pobre y mal administrado. Desde el 9 de noviembre de 1732 hasta la Pascua de 1762, cuando 
es nombrado obispo, pasan 30 años felices en la vida de Alfonso dedicado a la misión, la dirección de su grupo y a la publicación de 
sus obras. 

Alfonso muere en Pagani, el día 1 de agosto de 1787, a la hora del ángelus. Tenía más de 90 años. Fue beatificado en 1816, canoni-
zado en 1831 y proclamado doctor de la Iglesia en 1871. Patrono de abogados, moralistas y confesores. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Nota: La primera Asamblea 3769 Hispana de 4to Grado en Maryland San Alfonso Maria de Ligorio lleva su nombre y fue instituida 
el 6 de Junio de 2018, siendo el Sir Knight Hector Aleman su primer Fiel Navegante, actualmente el Sir Knight Bernabe Aguilar-
Castillo fue reelegido como el Fiel Navegante para el periodo 2021-2022.  

https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisco_de_Jer%C3%B3nimo
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derecho_can%C3%B3nico
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Walter Leskuski (der), Enlace de las Hermanitas de 

los Pobres en Washington DC, Catonsville Mary-

land, Newark y Delaware. Me gustaría establecer 

un Comité Hispano para comprender completa-

mente las necesidades de los Consejos Hispanos! 

Se que si es importante para ti, es importante para 

mi!  

Terry Waters (der) Director de Programas del 
Consejo Estatal. Creo que bueno que tengamos 
más consejos hispanos nuevos, pero me preocupa 
más que encontremos una manera de hacer que 
todos los Caballeros hispanos se sientan aprecia-
dos y bienvenidos en todo momento! 

Thomas Greul (der) Lector y Presidente 
Patriótico del Estado. Los Caballeros Hispanos 
son una parte muy importante de lo que somos, 
y es hora de traerlos al redil para ayudar a 
fortalecer el Consejo del Estado. 

Terry Waters (izq) Director de Pro-

gramas compartiendo con la comuni-

dad hispana en la llegada de los 3 

Reyes Magos en la parroquia San Ber-

nardino de Siena.  

Worthy’s Lopez’s  

Alex Lopez-Bueno (izq) Director de la Cajita de 

la Alegría junto a Jesus Lopez-Villa (der) 

Guardian del Distrito 14, incansables servi-

dores de la fraternidad Caballeros de Colón  

Guardia de Honor Hispana de la 

Asamblea 3769 San Alfonso Maria de 

Ligorio. Caballeros Hispanos de 4to 

Grado extremadamente orgullosos de 

ser Caballeros de Colón. 
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Pilgrim Icon Program 
The Pilgrim Icon for the 2021-2022 fraternal year is dedicated to St. Joseph.  Maryland has four icons that 

travel through the state.  The schedule below gives the dates when the icons are available to the Districts.  

Please contact your District Deputy or District Warden to have the icon schedule for your council.  

2022 Stephen Jacobs, FDD – Pilgrim Icon Chairman ninjaterp@verizon.net 301-875-9871  

 

St. Joseph ICON - 1 Host District: General Area 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 05 Glen Burnie 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 17 Catonsville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 Districts 23 Elkridge 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 01 Ellicott City 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 21 Sykesville/Owings Mills 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 25 Frederick/Taneytown 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 08 Frederick/Hancock 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 20 Cumberland & West 

St. Joseph ICON – 2 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 31 Ijamsville/Mt. Airy 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 28 Baltimore City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 32 Baltimore City 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 07 Dundalk 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 19 Baltimore City 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 27 Abingdon/Parkton 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 16 Aberdeen/Forest Hill 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District  13 North Baltimore 

St. Joseph ICON - 3 Host District: General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 24 Annapolis 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 22 Salisbury/Ocean City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 26 Easton/Chestertown 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 03 Largo/Upper Marlboro 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 09 Prince Frederick 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 29 Lexington Park 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 02 Hollywood 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 12 Waldorf 

St. Joseph ICON - 4 Host District General Area 
December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 15 Forestville 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 04 Bowie/Mitchellville 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 14 Greenbelt/Takoma Park 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 10 Laurel 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 11 Silver Spring 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 18 Bethesda/Rockville 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 30 Olney/Gaithersburg 

June 27, 2022 – July 24, 2022 District 06 Germantown/Damascus 
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The Knights of Columbus Family of the Month program promotes and supports the development of strong 
and vibrant families by recognizing the good work being done every day in the homes of our neighbors. 
Recognized families outwardly exhibit strong ties of love and faith, exemplifying Catholic family values and 
making meaningful contributions to their parish and larger community  

On the 15th day of each month — from August through July — Family of the Month reporting forms will be 
drawn at random from among all entries received at the Supreme Council office for the previous month. 
Each of the selected families will receive a special Holy Family gift, along with a personal letter of congrat-
ulations from the Supreme Knight  

The December 2021 Family of the Month is the Tim and Susan Rice family submitted by St. Peter the 
Apostle Council 13290, Libertytown, MD 

St. Peter the Apostle Council 13290 is honored to hear that Supreme Council has selected the Tim and Su-
san Rice Family as their honor family from Maryland for the month of December.  Tim and Susan Rice are 
pillars of faith and stewardship in our parish.  They are responsible to provide gift cards in the narthex after Masses to support the 
financial health and stability of our parish.  Sales of gift cards helped pay such parish expenses as utilities, our past mortgage, and 
various parish ministries.  They are strong supporters of Catholic education.  Tim is also the parish's accountant and oversees the 
Council's charity corporation.  Their daughter Jillian is a senior at Fordham University.  The Rice Family personifies the strength of 
the family and inspiration of the Holy Spirit in our parish. 

References: 

Supreme Chaplain—Life is Beautiful—Archbishop Lori's Homily: "Life is Beautiful" Mass - Archdiocese of Baltimore (archbalt.org)  

State Chaplain— Familiaris Consortio - Familiaris Consortio (November 22, 1981) | John Paul II (vatican.va)  

State Programs—Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk—Fundraising for Special Olympics Maryland (somd.org)  
Around Maryland—Life is Beautiful—Knights of Columbus recognized for pro-life ministry during ‘Life is Beautiful’ Mass - Catholic 
Review  
State Convention 2022— State Convention 2022 | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  
Life Activities—Polar Bear Plunge—https://plungemd.com/ 
Life Activities—Maryland March For Life— https://www.MdMarchforLife.com   
Life Activities—Catholic Advocacy Day—https://www.mdcatholic.org/advocacyday   

Shrine Usher Ministry — Shrine Usher Ministry | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  

Stained Glass window at Historic St. Joseph’s 

Church in Pomfret 

https://www.archbalt.org/archbishop-loris-homily-01-16-22/
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio.html
https://support.somd.org/fundraiser/3338917
https://catholicreview.org/knights-of-columbus-recognized-for-pro-life-ministry-during-life-is-beautiful-mass/
https://catholicreview.org/knights-of-columbus-recognized-for-pro-life-ministry-during-life-is-beautiful-mass/
https://kofc-md.org/state-convention-2022/
https://plungemd.com/
https://www.MdMarchforLife.com
https://www.mdcatholic.org/advocacyday
https://kofc-md.org/shrine-usher-ministry/
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Knights of Columbus                                 

Maryland State Council                                                                      
P.O Box 1468                                                   

Bowie, MD 20717 
 

MD State Council Knights of Columbus - Incentive Cash Raffle 2022 

 

Three winning tickets will be drawn on March 27th, 2022 at the MD State Founders Day 

Celebration at Fr. Rosensteel Council # 2169.  First Prize is $20,000!  Second Prize is $3,000 and 

Third Prize is $1500!  Tickets may be turned in to one of the two State Chairmen: 

 

Gary Gray - (410) 664-5034 - email gag5040@aol.com 

Jay Konar - (301) 452-1512 – email  jaykonar@hotmail.com 

 

Tickets will be collected up to and including the day of the drawing at the Founders Day 

Reception.  However tickets turned in prior to the day of the drawing are strongly encouraged.   

 

During the month of March 2022, councils may turn in funds prior to the Founder’s Day 

Celebration by 1) contacting State Incentive Raffle Chairs Gary Gray or Jay Konar to arrange 

delivery 2) Dropping off raffle ticket stubs and collected funds at any of the 3 Chapter of Grand 

Knight meetings in March including Archbishop McNamara Chapter, Mother Seton Chapter 

and the Baltimore Chapter and 3) councils may drop off tickets/funds at any one of the statewide 

collection points for Little Sisters of the Poor during the March 19th collections at the 

following locations: 

o Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 800 Main St., Laurel, 
MD 20707 

o Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman Ave., 
Nottingham, MD 21236 

o Saint John Council #1622, 114 East 2nd Street, Frederick, MD. 21701 

o Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707 Rosensteel Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20910.  

o Saint Louis the King Council #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 Folly Quarter 
Rd.,Ellicott City, MD 21042.   

o St. Michael’s Council # 2065 Ridge MD – St. Michael’s Club Hall (Routes 5 & 235) 

The State Council receives .40 cents of every ticket sold benefitting the State Scholarship and 

Charity Funds.  Selling councils retain .60 of each dollar for their charities and operating expenses.  

Complete the "Money Turn-in Form" located under the Leader Resources tab / Forms on the MD 

State Council website, along with your council check made payable to “Maryland State Council.” 

Ticket stubs must be turned in unbundled. Please no staples or rubber bands.  Thank you! 

Bill Newbrough – Director of Community Programs – MD State Council 
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Sponsored by Maryland Knights of Columbus 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 Rain or Shine  

11am-5pm, Mass at 4pm 

Howard County                              
Centennial Park Pavilion H 

 

Playground, Face Painting, Basketball, 

Tennis, Volleyball Courts, Fishing,   

Canoe/Kayak/Paddle Boat Rentals, 

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Smoked  

Pulled Pork, Sides and Desserts,  

Beer, Wine, Soda and Water 

Tons of Fun for the Entire Family! 

Huge Covered Pavilion     
            

28 Picnic Tables                       
Plenty of Parking                       
Easily Accessible 

Door Prizes and Giveaways                     

$10 for Adults and children 10 and older  

$8 for children 6-9, ages 5 and under are FREE 

For more information email TKreumont@outlook.com or call 240-375-2446.                                                                            

For Tickets, complete the form below and mail with check payable to:                                                        

“MD State Council Family Picnic” Completed Form with check must be received by April 14th, 2022  

Mail to:   

Tom Reumont              

4320 August Drive        

Port Republic, MD 20676 

Name: ________________________________________________________________     

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________ State:________________  Zip: _________ 

Phone: ________________________________  Email: __________________________     

# Under 5 yrs Free ________________                  # 6-9 yrs @ $8 per ________________                                         

#10 yrs and older $10 per___________                    Total Due: _____________________ 
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 Knights of Columbus              

Maryland State Council                
P.O Box 1468              

Bowie, MD 20717  

__________________________________________________________________________  

  

November 1, 2021  

  

Worthy State Officers, Masters, Past State Deputies, Executive Staff, District Deputies, Special 

Project Staff, Supreme Insurance Directors, State Directors and Chairmen, Ladies Activities 

Chairladies, Wardens to the State Deputy, Chapter Presidents, District Wardens, Grand Knights, 

Faithful Navigators and Ladies Auxiliary Presidents.   

Enclosed is a contract for advertising space in the annual CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOK to 

be published and distributed at the 124th Annual State Convention in Ocean City, Maryland in May 

2022.   

Prices for the AD and the sizes are noted on the enclosed CONTRACT FORM. Again, this year 

you will have the opportunity to place your ad in black and white or color, at a small additional 

cost.  

If your council can secure three (3) commercial Ads of a half (1/2) page or larger, the State Council 

will print a full-page color Ad for your council at no cost.  

You may also want to consider selling patron Ads to council members to help defray some of the 

cost for your council Ad. Realizing the size of a quarter (1/4) page Ad, it is prohibitive to print 

patron names or lists of officers in any ad smaller than a half (1/2) page.   

We earnestly solicit your whole-hearted support for the 2022 Program Book. Monies derived from 

the Yearbook play a major role in defraying convention costs. Our Worthy State Deputy is striving 

for 100% AD participation from every council.  

All ADs should be forwarded to me NO LATER THAN April 11, 2022, and should be camera 

ready. You must include all patron names in your AD which again, for a patrons list, must be ½ 

page or larger.   

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support. Please forward your AD at your earliest 

convenience.   

Fraternally,  

  

  

Raphael (Ray) Cilento   

Convention Program Book Chairman  

1300 Amedoro Court Abingdon, 

MD 21009 rcilento@verizon.net  
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Maryland State Council 
Knights of Columbus 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL 

124th ANNUAL CONVENTION MAY 13, 14 and 15, 2022 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND 
 

PROGRAM BOOK AD CONTRACT 

 

Please print our camera ready copy in the program book: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle your selection above and enclose your camera ready copy as it is to appear in the 

program book along with your check. 

 

NAME:   

 

BUSINESS/ 

ORGANIZATION:   

 

ADDRESS:   

 

CITY:   STATE:   ZIP CODE:   

 

PHONE NO:   EMAIL:   
 

Checks payable to:   

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

 

Mail payment & AD by April 11, 2022 to: 

Raphael (Ray) Cilento 

 Program Book Chairman 

1300 Amedoro Court 

Abingdon, MD 21009 

Email: rcilento@verizon.net 

FULL PAGE – B & W 

( 8½  X 11 ) 

$150.00 

HALF PAGE - B & W 

( 8½  X 5½ ) 

$100.00 

QUARTER PAGE – B & W 

( 4½  X 5½ ) 

$65.00 

FULL PAGE -   COLOR 

( 8½  X 11 ) 

$175.00 

HALF PAGE - COLOR 

( 8½  X 5½ ) 

 $115.00 

 

QUARTER PAGE COLOR 

( 4½  X 5½ ) 

$75.00 
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Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, Citizen, 

Police Officer, Firefighter, EMT, & 

Healthcare Worker of the Year 

Worthy Grand Knight, 

The Maryland State Council is conducting Catholic Teacher; CCD Teacher; Citizen; Police 

Officer; Firefighter; EMT and Healthcare Worker of the Year recognition programs. There will 

be separate awards for each category selected from nominations submitted from all councils 

within the State of Maryland.  The seven (7) State Awards will be presented at the Founder’s 

Day Celebration on Sunday, March 27, 2022 at Fr. Rosensteel Council No. 2169 located at 9707 

Rosensteel Avenue Silver Spring MD 20910.  Additional details will be provided.   

The Catholic Teacher of the Year program will allow your Council the opportunity to honor an 

individual that has made significant contributions to the education of our youth.  This award is 

presented to a Catholic teacher who has demonstrated exceptional ability and dedication to the 

education of our young people through teaching in a parochial school. 

The CCD Teacher of the Year program will allow your Council to honor an individual that has 

dedicated themselves and made significant contributions to the religious education of our youth 

through your local parish’s CCD program. 

The Citizen of the Year program will allow your Council to honor someone who has made 

significant religious or civic contributions to the well-being of your community.  To be eligible 

for this award, the nominee must be a resident of the State of Maryland.  

The Police Officer, Firefighter and EMT of the Year programs will allow your Council to honor 

Maryland public safety officers for their continuing commitments to enhancing and preserving 

the quality of life and protection of property within our communities. 

The Healthcare Worker of the Year program will allow your Council to honor Maryland medical 

workers committed to preserving our health and wellness through their tireless and dedicated 

service. 

Additional nomination forms are available on the State Council website - 

https://kofc-md.org/general-interest-forms-programs/ under Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, 

Citizen, Law Enforcement Officer, Firefighter, EMT and Healthcare Worker of the Year.  

Completed packets for each nomination, with all supporting documentation, must be sent via 

US Mail to: Stephen J. Bayliff, 4194 Williams Wharf Rd., Saint Leonard, MD 20685 or via 

Email to: sbayliff777@aol.com postmarked no later than February 13, 2022. 

Councils are encouraged to select a nominee for each category, and honor that person locally at 

the Council meeting or social gathering even if done virtually.  We suggest that you invite the 

recipient’s family and friends to attend the presentation and share in the celebration. It is 

appropriate to award a certificate, plaque or other recognition memento. 

Please contact me with any questions at (443) 857-9783 or via email at sbayliff777@aol.com 

Fraternally, 

Stephen J. Bayliff 

Maryland State Council 

Recognition Program Chairman 
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STATE CALENDAR 
MONTH DATE EVENT WHERE 

MARCH 2022    

  3/5 MARYLAND DISTRICT  
EXEMPLIFICATION 

CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 

 3/19 BASKETBALL FREE THROW ST. VINCENTPALLOTTI HS, 
LAUREL 

  3/25-26 STATE COUNCIL “SPRING” 
MEETING 

ELK LODGE, EASTON 

  3/27 FOUNDERS DAY MASS,  
RECEPTION & 2022 RAFFLE 

DRAWING 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
CHURCH FR. ROSENSTEEL 

COUNCIL #2169 

APRIL 2022 4/24 FAMIY PICNC AND MASS CENTENIAL PARK,  
HOWARD COUNTY 

        

MAY 2022  5/12-15 124th ANNUAL STATE  
CONVENTION 

PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL & 
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY 

        

JUNE 2022 6/17-18 LEADERSHIP SEMINAR HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE 
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD 

  TBD STATE TOUR TBD 

Liturgical Calendar 

 

 

2 Feb Presentation of the Lord 

3 Feb St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr 

5 Feb St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

6 Feb St. Paulo Miki, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 

10 Feb St. Scholastica, Virgin 

14 Feb St. Cyril, Monk, and St. Methodius, Bishop 

22 Feb Chair of St. Peter, Apostle 

23 Feb St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

 

2 Mar Ash Wednesday 

19 Mar St. Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

25 Mar Annunciation of the Lord 

 

7 Apr St. John Baptist de la Salle, Priest 

14 Apr Holy Thursday 

15 Apr Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 

17 Apr Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 

25 Apr St. Mark, Evangelist 

29 April St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the 
Church 

 
Little Sisters Of The Poor: 

 

Next Drop-Off: 19 Feb 10AM-12 Noon 
 

Drop Off Locations: 

• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St & 
St Mary’s Place) 

• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens, 
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236 

• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707 
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 
Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 

• St. John's Council #1622, 114 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, 
Maryland 21701 

We are in need of councils to support hub locations. If your 
council can help monthly, on any given month or even on a quar-
terly basis, please let me know 

Walter Leskuski 
Little Sisters of the Poor Liaison 
Phone: 301-524-7257 
Email: pfn.md384@gmail.com 

mailto:pfn.md384@gmail.com
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not replace the commu-
nity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

 


