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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Conversion to the Gospel of Life  
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

THE SPIRIT of the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., is extraordinary.  It is not 
only peaceful but also full of hope and joy.  It is forward-looking as it seeks to create a cul-
ture of life and love.  And while it draws people of all ages, the crowd tends to be young, in-
cluding many millennials and young families.  Standing in the crowd, you feel as though 
you’re at a version of World Youth Day — filled with the conviction that human life is God’s 
precious gift and that each person, from the moment of conception, is endowed by the Creator 
with inviolable dignity and, indeed, “a right to life.”  

When I attend the March for Life each January, I invariably catch a cold, but it’s worth it.  I 
come home with a renewed determination to resist what Pope Francis calls “the throwaway 
culture” and to foster genuine love and respect for human life, especially when it is defense-
less.  

I often ask myself what draws so many people to this event.  What makes them travel great 
distances, spend sleepless nights on buses, and stand for hours on cold, soggy ground?  Is it 
merely a political movement, or is it something more?  The answer, I think, is that the Lord is 
at work in the minds and hearts of these good people and many more like them.  The word for 
it has to be “conversion” — the Lord is converting minds and hearts to the Gospel of Life.  
And I would further offer that this process of conversion takes place within us on three levels 
— intellectual, moral and religious. 

SEEKING TRUTH  

We commonly think of conversion solely as a religious experience, such as coming to faith in 
Christ or converting to Catholicism.  Yet conversion has other meanings as well.  In general, 

it is a change of direction in our lives that takes us beyond ourselves, beyond our limited point of view, beyond our purely personal 
interests — or, as Pope Francis would say, beyond our comfort zone.  It is a shift that leads us to strive to be better, more authentic 
versions of ourselves.  Conversion is thus a common human experience.  And as noted above, it often occurs on three levels in our 
lives.  Let’s look at all three to understand more deeply the ways in which people can be converted to the truth and beauty of the 
Gospel of Life.  First, intellectual conversion begins when we start asking questions and challenging assumptions.  We begin to won-
der whether what we had assumed to be true is in fact true. We question the rhetoric and hype that we hear and see.  

Many people who once considered themselves avidly “pro-choice” arrived at a point in their lives when they started asking questions 
about arguments for abortion, leading them to ultimately change their minds.  At a certain point, they took seriously the philosophi-
cal arguments and scientific evidence advanced in favor of the humanity of the unborn child. For others, the breakthrough experience 
came when they actually saw an unborn child via an ultrasound machine.  Indeed, this is the case for many as a result of the Knights 
of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative.  

MOVED TO GRATITUDE  

A change of mind often leads to a change in one’s actions, to moral conversion — to a different way of understanding, judging and 
acting.  As a rule, people see themselves as reasonable and conscientious.  When individuals take that view of themselves seriously, 
they may arrive at a point when they become uncomfortable making decisions and acting solely on the basis of what they think is in 
their best interest.  They start thinking not only about their own problems, comfort or convenience. They start asking about what re-
ally matters, what is really important in life. In other words, they become concerned about virtues and values.  

When people become convinced of the value of human life, they may be led to make difficult choices.  Their newfound support for 
the cause of life may alienate friends and colleagues.  A woman experiencing a difficult pregnancy may find the courage to bring her 
child to term in spite of her family’s opposition.  Even as individuals undergo intellectual and moral conversion, something deeper 
may be going on in the depths of their being — namely, a genuine religious conversion.  After all, once life is understood as a pre-
cious gift, many are struck by the thought that God loves what he has made.  From there, it is a short step to thank the Creator for the 
gift of life and, in so doing, to fall in love with him.  

We are prompted to believe in, trust and worship the living God, thanking him for creating each person in his image; thanking him 
for sending his Son to assume and redeem humanity; thanking him for calling us to friendship with himself.  

Thus, intellectual convictions and moral choices in favor of life become surrounded by God’s grace and love.  This experience trans-
forms us deeply and fills our pro-life advocacy with genuine love of God and neighbor.  We then become not only advocates for life 
but also witnesses to the God of love who created and redeemed us.  

This, I think, explains the joy I experience each year when I take part in the March for Life. I hope you’ll experience that same joy. 

Reprinted from the January 2018 Columbia Magazine 
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 

Dear Brother Knights, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  We greet everyone as we face the new calendar year with this affectionate 
compliments and well-wishes.  There are so many good reasons to be happy, be grateful, and joyful 
as we enter a new year.  However, in the Church’s liturgical calendar, new year is being celebrated 
as the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God.  Thus, the first day of the new year 
is dedicated to Mary, the Mother of the Lord Jesus, and our Mother too.  It is a very appropriate way 
to begin our new year with the celebration of the feast of our Queen, the Mother of God.  This cele-
bration reminds us that the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Queen of the Knights, the Mother of God, is 
also our Heavenly Mother.  It’s great occasion for us to renew our devotion to our Queen, who is 
also Mother of the Church because she is our spiritual mother - and we are the Church. 

The Gospel presents Mary as a model of the new life in Christ that all of us wish for ourselves in the 
new year.  There we see that Mary was prepared to do something to realize this goal.  What did she 
do?  We read in the scriptures that the shepherds, when they went to adore the Child Jesus in the 

manger,  told all that the angels had said to them.  “But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 
2:19).  Again after the boy Jesus was found in the Temple, we are told that “His mother treasured all these things in her 
heart” (Luke 2:51).  Mary was a woman who valued the word of God, who treasured it and made time to meditate and ponder it.  It 
is true that the holiness of Mary is attributed to the grace of God, but this should not make us forget that she needed to make an effort 
in order to cooperate with the grace of God.  She pondered the word of God in order to discern what God was saying to her at every 
stage in her life as the handmaid of God.  These two examples of Mary pondering the word of God, namely, after the visit of the 
shepherds and after the finding in the temple, show that Mary found the word of God both in divine revelation (the angels’ words to 
the shepherds) and in her own experiences (her encounter with her son in the temple).  Similarly God speaks to us today through 
divine revelation (e.g. the Bible, the teaching and preaching of the Church) as well as through our personal experiences, if only we 
made time to reflect on them as Mary did. 

Mary is the Mother of God.  This is considered as the greatest among the many titles of Mary.  She bore in her womb and she gave 
birth to Jesus, our Lord and God.  The greatness of Mary as God’s Mother can be found in her attitude toward the Word of God.  The 
text says, “Mary kept all these things“.  The word keeping is another word for obeying.  Mary’s fiat or YES is a great expression  of 
Mary’s obedience to the word of God, through the Angel Gabriel.  And Mary was “reflecting them in her heart.”  Mary cherishes the 
word of God.  She reflects on it.  She feels the joy upon receiving the word of God.  Mary looked at her role being the mother of Je-
sus as a great privilege.  To become a mother of God is a privilege and honor given to her as a lowly servant of the Most High.  It 
was a divine calling, a vocation that she freely and joyfully accepted.  It was clear to Mary that her yes was a yes to the will of God.  
Her humble consent to the will of God fulfilled the prophesy.  The Son of God will be conceived by a virgin through the power of 
the Holy Spirit… he will be called the Emmanuel, God is with us.  She knew that she was chosen as an instrument for fulfilling 
God’s plan for us.  Thus, Mary’s humble heart and  joyful spirit proclaimed the greatness of Lord in her Magnificat. 

Mary is a model for all mothers.  All mothers were called to be good “teachers of the faith” to their children.  In the olden days, 
mothers had been responsible in teaching their children how to pray, that is, the basic prayers, the Angelus, the rosary and the Bible 
or teaching the Word of God.  The role of mothers in the basic spiritual formation is very crucial.  We can only hope that the mothers 
of today can do the same, in the midst of preoccupations.  Children can only be closer to God if mothers (as well as fathers) are also 
closer to God.  The basic catechism of our faith, the basic teaching about the love of God, and moral teachings of the Church based 
on the Gospel were the basic lessons a child should learn from home.  All mothers were called to be the first teachers and catechists 
to their children.  Mary also reminds the married women about the privilege and vocation of motherhood.  But the sad reality, in our 
society nowadays, is the fact that less and less children are born in Christian homes because of the dislike to children.  In fact, some 
married couples would prefer to have pets like dogs or cats than children.  Yes, we are called to care for animals, and to love them as 
well.  But the Church reminds us that pets or any animals shouldn’t be replacement for children.  The Church celebrates the solemni-
ty of the divine motherhood of Mary because she conceived and gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God, then she is truly called the 
Mother of God. But her motherhood extends to all of us.  She is also our mother.  She is an example and model to all mothers. 

All mothers want their children to inherit or acquire their good qualities.  Our Queen and our Heavenly Mother is no exception.  
With Joseph, our protector, she succeeded in training the child Jesus, so that He grew in holiness and in “favor before God and man.”  
Hence, the best way of honoring Mary, our Queen and Mother would be to promise her that we will practice her virtues of Faith, 
obedience, purity and humble service.  In this way, we will be trying to become the saintly knights and sons of our Heavenly Mother, 
our Queen, the Holy Mother of God. Let us ask her intercession so that we may glorify God with a healthier physical and spiritual 
life and a better appreciation of life and courage to defend it in a culture of death.  Let us ask her prayer and maternal intercession to 
stop millions of pregnant women from killing their babies by abortion, and to encourage our civil leadership to enact and implement 
laws to stop homicides and mercy killing. 

Mary, Queen of the Knights, Mother of God pray for us. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Fr jojo 

Greetings of Joy  
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SUPREME KNIGHT  

Creative Courage 
Knights of Columbus state deputies gathered in Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 5-7 for their semi-annual 
meeting.  Speaking to leaders of nearly 70 jurisdictions, Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly encouraged 
them to grow in faith, expand the Order’s membership, and advance the mission established by 
Blessed Michael McGivney, founder of the Knights of Columbus. 

In addition to keynote addresses and special Masses, highlights of the meeting included the launch 
of the Order’s new St. Joseph pilgrim icon prayer program and the presentation of the St. Michael 
Award to four Knights for exemplary service to the Order.  The three-day meeting also featured a 
panel discussion focused on Leading with Creative Courage, and breakout sessions that addressed 
topics like evangelization and faith formation, membership growth, marketing and member experi-
ence. 

In his address to state deputies Nov. 5, Supreme Knight Kelly reminded them that Blessed Michael 
McGivney was “a man of action.”  He added, “Our Founder was not content to watch and lament the 
struggles of his parishioners and community.  He rose to meet those struggles head on — decisively 
and courageously.  By establishing the Knights of Columbus, Father McGivney gave men a place to 
stand as brothers, bound together in charity, unity and fraternity.” 

Supreme Knight Kelly continued, “Let’s do what Blessed Michael McGivney did in his time and 
form the Catholic men in our time.  The Knights of Columbus was made for this mission.  Now, let’s fulfill it, once again.” 

The supreme knight also called on state deputies to grow deeper, as men of faith, and broader, by expanding the Order’s member-
ship.  “A lot of men, especially young men, are looking for meaning and answers.  We offer both — a life of service and a life of 
meaning.  Don’t just encourage men to adopt our initiatives; explain to them why our initiatives matter, and how the Knights can 
help them be the kind of men God is calling them to be,” he said. 

Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore also addressed the state deputies, saying, “Our debt to Father 
McGivney is incalculable. ... Without him, countless Catholic men would have lost their faith and countless families would have 
been set adrift.  Because of his holiness, barriers such as time, place, and culture dissolve.  He accompanies us on our journey of 
faith today, wherever we may be, no less than he accompanied his 19th-century parishioners of St. Mary’s in New Haven.” 

Archbishop Lori added, “When we venerate Blessed McGivney throughout our jurisdictions, we are inviting him to smile upon us 
from his place in heaven, and more than that, we are inviting him to visit us in our need.” 

On Saturday, Nov. 6, Archbishop Lori celebrated a Votive Mass in honor of St. Joseph.  He drew from Scripture two important vir-
tues in St. Joseph’s life — his obedient faith and his trustworthiness — noting, “These two virtues ought to stand out in us as 
Knights of Columbus, and especially in us who are leaders among our brother Knights in the Order.” 

In brief remarks following the Mass, Supreme Knight Kelly launched the Order’s new pilgrim icon prayer program, inspired by Pa-
tris Corde, the apostolic letter of Pope Francis announcing the Year of St. Joseph that began Dec. 8, 2020.  The prayer program fea-
tures an icon of St. Joseph holding the Christ Child from St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal.  Recalling his Oct. 25 meeting with Pope 
Francis in Rome, Supreme Knight Kelly noted, “The Holy Father was grateful that we’ve made St. Joseph a central focus of our 
spiritual efforts.” 

Previously, Supreme Knight Kelly entrusted his tenure as Supreme Knight to St. Joseph.  In his introduction to the two-year pilgrim 
icon program, the Supreme Knight encouraged Knights and their communities to “turn in prayer to St. Joseph,” “give thanks to God 
for the gift of his fatherly example and ask St. Joseph to be a father to us,” as we seek to “grow in our own imitation of St. Joseph’s 
quiet strength, integrity and fidelity.” 

The St. Joseph icon is the latest sacred image to be featured in the Knights of Columbus Pilgrim Prayer Program.  Every few years, 
the Supreme Council selects a sacred image that is particularly inspiring to Knights and their families to be featured in the program.  
The icons travel from council to council and serve as the centerpieces for rosary-based prayer services in parishes around the world.  
Since its inception in 1979, the program has held more than 174,800 local council and parish prayer services with some 22 million 
participants.  Featured images have included Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady of Częstochowa, Our 
Lady of Pochaiv, Our Lady of the Rosary, Our Lady of Charity, Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians and the Holy Family.  For 
more information about the St. Joseph Pilgrim Icon Program, Knights are encouraged to visit kofc.org/pilgrimicon. 

During the meeting’s closing session on Nov. 7, Supreme Knight Kelly honored four Knights with the St. Michael Award for exem-
plary service to the Order.  Receiving the St. Michael Award were Augustinian Father John Grace, former director of chaplains for 
the Knights of Columbus; Former Supreme Warden George W. Hanna; Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard; and Col. Charles “Chuck” 
Gallina (USMC-Ret.), the supreme knight’s advisor for military and veterans affairs. 

kofc.org/pilgrimicon
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

First Lady Mary Jane and I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and were able to 
spend some time with family and friends.  With the continued Covid pandemic 
please stay safe. 

I need to thank the members of the councils, state team and color corps members 
that turned out in force for the first annual anniversary mass of Fr McGivney’s ordi-
nation on December 22nd that was celebrated by Archbishop Lori and Fr Steven 
Roth at the basilica in Baltimore.  Fr McGivney was ordained 144 years ago by then 
Archbishop Gibbons. 

Thank you to all the members that donated to the Little Sisters of the Poor as a 
Christmas gift to the state deputy.  This year we were able to donate over $2,000 in 
total to the Little Sisters of Baltimore, Washington, and Wilmington. 

We will be having our midterm meeting of State Team, district deputies, district wardens, grand knights, depu-
ty grand knights and our ladies in person this year at Columbus Gardens on January 8 th.  We look forward to 
an information filled meeting and some needed faith and fraternity.  Fr JoJo will be celebrating a Holy Hour 
before the meeting and Mass after the meeting.  We as Knights need to demonstrate our faith.  Please remem-
ber to bring a mask since it is now required for all indoor meetings in Baltimore county. 

By now the pilgrim Icon program with St Joseph has started its circulation around the state of Maryland.  We 
are asking every council to spread devotion to St. Joseph and pray for the courage to stand up and carry out 
our mission of protecting, defending, and raising future generations. 

I ask you to continue to offer free membership to the knights through the on-line membership portal:  
www.kofc.org/join by using the code MCGIVNEY2020.  Free membership has been extended to June 30, 
2022.  When men join and they indicate what parish or council they want to join please hold an exemplifica-
tion as soon as possible so you can bring them into the council.  If you need a team, the state has a team that is 
available. 

We were also notified by Supreme that they have reinstated the per capita tax with the January billing cycle.  
Please remember these bills are due upon receipt and do not need approval by the council.  

Archbishop Lori will be celebrating the “Life is Beautiful Mass” at St Louis in Clarksville on January 16th at 
12 noon.  At that time Archbishop Lori will present the National Life Award to the Supreme Council Knights 
of Columbus that will be represented by Jonathan Reyes, Senior Vice President of Evangelization and Faith 
Formation.  Jonathan Reyes will also be a featured speaker for the session after the Mass.  Archbishop Lori 
will also present the Culture of Life Medal of Honor to the MD State Council for our work with the ultrasound 
program and for the work that we do with pregnancy centers around the state.  All are welcome to attend.  

The start of a new year is a time when we reflect with gratitude on the past and set our hopes and intentions for 
the days ahead.  What's more, a new year gives us an opportunity to reinvigorate our enthusiasm for attaining 
goals for our councils. 

“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.” – Albert Einstein 

Mary Jane and I wish you good health and happiness in the New Year and we look forward to seeing you at 
council and state events throughout the year. 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 

http://www.kofc.org/join
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

Happy New Year  

The State Deputy and I would like to wish everyone a 
Happy and Blessed New Year filled with good health, 
joy, love, prosperity, peace and fraternity.   

We pray that as the new year begins a new chapter in 
our lives that we will heed Pope Francis’ 2022 Day of 
Peace message [Jan. 1, 2022] titled "Dialogue between 
generations, education and work: tools for building 
lasting peace.  In it Pope Francis urges global leaders to 
spend more money on education and devote fewer re-
sources to weapons. 

To briefly summarize his 3-page text “The pursuit of a 
genuine process of international disarmament can only prove beneficial for the development of peoples and 
nations, freeing up financial resources better used for health care, schools, infrastructure, care of the land and 
so forth.” 

In his introduction the Pope laments that despite numerous efforts aimed at fostering the conditions for peace, 
“the deafening noise of war and conflict is intensifying.”  He offers a grim assessment of the state of world 
affairs. 

He continues to write, "Diseases of pandemic proportions are spreading, the effects of climate change and en-
vironmental degradation are worsening, the tragedy of hunger and thirst is increasing, and an economic model 
based on individualism rather than on solidary sharing continues to prevail.” 

As a solution, Pope Francis proposes greater solidarity and dialogue among different generations, devoting 
more resources to education and increasing opportunities for dignified work.  He has sought to emphasize this 
theme since his 2013 inauguration homily.  

He continues saying "Great social challenges and peace processes necessarily call for dialogue between the 
keepers of memory — the elderly — and those who move history forward — the young,"  

Pope Francis goes on to argue that education must be viewed as an investment, rather than an expenditure, 
which he says is vital for "promoting integral human development.”  He believes such investments, "make in-
dividuals more free and responsible, and they are essential for the defense and promotion of peace." 

Greater educational training, he continues, will help facilitate more "dignified employment opportunities" in 
the labor market, which he says will also help counter the rise of violence and organized crime around the 
globe.” 

In concluding his peace message, Pope Francis acknowledges the myriad of ways in which the COVID-19 
pandemic has disrupted human relationships, economic opportunities and exacerbated inequalities.  

He pleads that church and world leaders alike, along with all people of goodwill, must "walk together with 
courage and creativity on the path of intergenerational dialogue, education and work." 

Pope Francis’ message is a call to put the human person “at the center” of all political, social and economic 
activity.  Let us pray that the Pope’s message is heeded by all global leaders and that the “human condition” 
becomes the priority and that peace wins over war. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at the mid-term meeting on Jan. 8, 2022. 

Blessings to all, 

Mary Jane, First Lady 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

Not only are we at the beginning of a new year we are also at the beginning of the last six 

months of the Fraternal Year.  We have an opportunity to finish strong.  With this in mind 

let us do a review of the “Ten Steps for Council Growth”: 

1. Establish a Goal 

2. Select a strong Membership Chairman 

3. Give him the team and the resources he needs 

4. Establish a membership first culture in your council by having frequent discussions em-

phasizing the “Why Recruit” 

5. Conduct Exemplifications on a monthly basis 

6. Work with your Pastor 

7. Work with your agent 

8. Promote membership at every event 

9. Hold at least two church drives per year 

10. Challenge each of your members to recruit one man this Fraternal Year. 

 

Another thing to keep in mind is that  

MCGIVNEY2020 is in effect until the end of this Fraternal Year (June 30, 2022).  This means a man can join the 

knights through EMembership free with no dues for one year. 

Let us make this last six months a time to step up and remember that membership enables all things.  It is not only about 

hitting numbers.  It is about a council’s survival.  Let us not look at recruiting as a chore.  Your council should be a mag-

net for new members.  Remember Faith without action is not faith at all. 

To help with recruiting the flyer on the next page can 

be used as a poster, can be put in your parish bulletin, 

or can be used as a mailer to prospective members. 

The State Deputy has authorized an incentive for the 

months of January through the end of March.  Any 

council that recruits five members or more will be en-

tered into a drawing.  Two people from wining council 

will be invited to have dinner with the State Deputy 

and Mary Jane.  They will come to you. 

As always the Council Growth Team is here to assist 

you in any way we can, just ask.   

 

Vivat Jesus 

Tom O’Hara     

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

When was the last time you felt truly amazing?  This is such an intriguing question 
and one asked by author Matthew Kelly in his bestselling book titled “Life is Messy.”  
So often we go through each day without experiencing the joy of being a Catholic 
man.  Maybe we can begin 2022 by taking a different path and finding ways to feel 
amazing through the programs we run as Knights! 
 
January offers us many opportunities to do that! We can save the lives of the unborn 
by supporting the March for Life in various ways.  We can enhance the lives of Spe-
cial Olympics’ athletes by participating in the Polar Bear Plunge - or by sponsoring 
our Knights’ Super Plunger, Bryan Adamczyk! 

 
We have some amazing Faith activities for you to consider, as well!  How about making a pilgrimage to the 
Saint John Paul II Shrine? Or, participate in the St. Joseph Icon program when it comes to a council near 
your own.  These experiences are bound to energize you and your family! 
 
A particular program that I find inspiring is one that provides us with the unique opportunity to recognize those 
in our community who are doing amazing work as teachers, fire fighters, EMT’s, police officers and health 
care workers.  You know who they are!  Be sure to show your council’s appreciation by nominating them for 
State-wide recognition at the upcoming Founders Day Dinner! 
 
Our Intellectual Disabilities Program is an incredible example of how our work 
with tootsie rolls can transform the lives of so many who need our financial support.  
Do you want to feel amazing?  See how appreciative organizations are when they 
learn that the Knights will provide them with critical funds needed to serve those 
who struggle with basic life skills.  It makes standing in front of the local grocery 
store for hours in the cold handing out tootsie rolls all worthwhile! 
 
Remember, we are blessed as Knights to have an enormous number of opportunities 
to put our faith into action and to experience how it feels to make a real difference.  
Let’s make 2022 a year in which we feel amazing through the programs we run and 
in the way we impact the lives of those whom we serve.  
 
Vivat Jesus!  
Terry 
 
Note: “Life is Messy” by Matthew Kelly can be purchased at many online bookstores.  I highly recommend it! 
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FRATERNAL BENEFITS 
 

Happy New Year!  I wish you and your families a healthy, happy 2022.  Here’s a 

brief reminder of the planning services your Knights of Columbus agent now offers 

to help you plan your finances for success for you and your family.  

Full scale financial analysis with Profiles Professional software.  This is a cutting-

edge tool to help you evaluate your situation regarding survivorship, retirement, 

education planning, long term care planning and disability income planning.  If you 

don’t have a formal plan for your retirement and risk management issues you may 

be more exposed than you realize. 

Evaluation of your current policies (both Knights of Columbus and commercial) to 

make sure your beneficiary and ownership provisions are up to date. We find that 

about 50% of the people we see don’t have their beneficiaries updated to re-

flect their current situation.  Very painful results at claim time.  

Knights of Columbus Catholic mutual funds – which allow you to invest in companies that comport with our 

Catholic values.   

Annual financial “checkup”.  Might be just the thing to put on your calendar to start out the year in the right 

direction.  After all, what could be more important than making sure your family will be okay if something 

should happen to you or your wife? 

Call or email you council agent if you have any questions or need further infor-

mation.   

We are here to serve.   

By: General Agent Bob Marlowe, Jr., CLU, FICF, LUTCF, (e-mail: Robert.Marlowe@KOFC.ORG) 
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AROUND MARYLAND 
 

State Christmas Party and Star Night 

During the State Christmas Party, councils that achieved Star Council are recognized for their achievement.  To achieve Star Coun-

cil status, a council must qualify for the Founders Award for insurance program participation, Columbian Award for excellence in 

council’s programming and charitable outreach, and the Father McGivney Award for membership growth in achieving the mem-

bership goal set by Supreme.  Councils achieve double their membership goal is recognized as a Double Star Council.  Councils 

that achieve triple their goal or more are recognized as Triple Star Councils.  In fraternal year 

2020-2021, Maryland had 16 Star Councils, of which three were Triple Star Councils.  

Number Name Grand Knight Location 

205 Cardinal Sheehan of Baltimore David A. Ghee Baltimore 

1384 Annapolis Raymond P. Searles Annapolis 

2901 Notre Dame Gregory A. Leftwich Baltimore 

4714 Bel Air Eric W. Tiso Forest Hill 

5567 St. Joseph Manyanet Gavin J. Pereira Wheaton 

6021 Father Burggraff Robert Medeiros Perry Hall 

6188 Corpus Christi Richard D. Blasdell Edgewater 

10525 St. Michael’s of Poplar Springs Robert F. Rossomondo Mt. Airy 

10957 St Francis Xavier, The Missionary Michael C. Demanss Leonardtown 

11422 James C. Fletcher, Jr. Dr. Peter Methodius Ngwodo Largo 

11511 Most Holy Rosary Pasteur A. Camp Upper Marlboro 

11787 St. Matthew’s International Theodore C. Ejimofor, Sr. Baltimore 

11898 St. Louis The King Herman Stewart, Jr. Ellicott City 

13091 Father Sebastian De Rose James J. Cooley, Jr. Valley Lee 

13859 Pope John Paul The Great Leonard J. Bayer Middle River 

15084 St. Michael The Archangel Michael W. Spraggins Silver Spring 

16499 St. John Fisher Shawn C. Williams Fort Washington 

  Bold  Denotes Triple Star Status  

Grand Knight David A. Ghee 

Grand Knight  
Michael W. Spraggins 

Grand Knight Robert Medeios 

Grand Knight Michael C. Demanss 

Grand Knight  
Gavin J. Pereira 

Grand Knight Dr. Peter 
Methodius Ngwodo 
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Donated gift baskets to be raffled 

Spouse Gift Exchange with District Deputy Spouses and State Officer Spouses 
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Dr. John Henry Griffin Council 2293 donated 
330 pairs of socks though the Socks for Souls 
Program to the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home  

Members of Father A Leo Abendschoen Council #11615 assist with a 

Children's Cancer Fundraiser in Towson Wayne Ciampaglia GK Ben 

Romero and Dave Fabiszak  

Members of St. Francis de 
Sales Council 3489 in Salis-
bury worked together to pre-
pare the food for the St. Fran-
cis de Sales Parish Santa So-
cial and Pancake Breakfast, a 
fundraiser for the SFdS Home 
School Association. In all, they 
served about 250 people 

Members of Maurice J. McDonough Council 

12128 pose with donations the council arranged 

for “Angel Watch” 

Members of Cardinal Sheehan Council 
#205 distribute cases of fresh 
produce to the community in front 
of St. Bernardine Church in Balti-

SK Steve Holowenzak relaxes in his 
newly donated electric recliner do-
nated by Deacon Robert Hubbard 

and delivered by Wilfrid J. Amisiol, 
Bill Bolin, Chris Campagna, Michael 

Spraggens on Christmas Eve. 

https://www.facebook.com/dave.fabiszak?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUZ0xRPinJx-s5i7IayWJC5OitnI9Bnewcso75Vmyr4D-yAI4CefFpN0MWZjCZnlZFTGt-jveFHqjWZRjLBVlv7qtRo0BOKZQz-dEJ2poMvMOI47chR-oWGqP3tFUaL6ebhstE9m-yeViksg4QlFz_OMtqTQK6kyGLYoVqDKT1R8GHZsidYOCBPtkBczq5yDJk&__tn__=-%
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124th Convention of the Maryland State Council 
My Brother Knights and Dear Ladies, 

The 124th Annual Convention of the Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is only 4-1/2 months 
from now.  On Monday January 10, 2022 registration opens at 8:00 AM.  We have included in this month’s 
State Council newsletter, information about convention registration.  

If you go to the State Council website: www.kofc-md.org tap on the tab for “Leader Resources” in the center 
of the red bar, under the State Council logo.  On the resultant list you’ll find “State Convention 2022”.  At this 
site you will find information about Convention registration, the program booklet advertisements, the golf 
tournament, and more information to come over the next few months. 

On the Convention registration website, we have listed convention shirts, banquet tickets, and ask for any la-
dies and children accompanying you to the Convention.  After you register, you can come back and make revi-
sions to your registration information. 

Keep May 13, 14, and 15 of 2022 open for the Convention.  We look forward to seeing you down the Ocean, 
filling up every able room in the Princess Royale. 

If you have questions, the Convention Committee’s contact information can be found in the State Directory. 

Vivat Jesus! 
Mike Sallese 
Convention Chairman 

Family of the Year 

The Maryland State Council annually conducts a Family of the Year recognition program.  The Family select-

ed for this award will be honored at the Founder’s Day Reception on Sunday, March 27, 2022. 

The Family of the Year is selected from nominations submitted by councils in the Maryland jurisdiction.  This 

program will allow your council to honor families that have made a significant contribution to church, council, 

and community activities.  This award is presented to the family that best demonstrates exceptional support of 

the principles of our Church and Order, and is considered a “model” family.  Please note that the father of the 

family must be a member in good standing in the Knights of Columbus.   

A nomination form is posted to the State Council website at Forms & Programs | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org). 

Completed packages, with all supporting documentation, needs to be mailed and postmarked by 13 February 

2022. 

Councils are also encouraged to honor their selected family locally at a council meeting or social gathering, 

inviting the recipient’s entire family and friends to participate in the presentation.  It is appropriate to award a 

certificate, plaque, or other recognition memento. 

Fraternally, 

 
 

Thomas Chayka 
Family of the Year Chairman 

http://www.kofc-md.org
https://kofc-md.org/general-interest-forms-programs/
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LIFE ACTIVITIES 
 

Brothers – As we are in the Christmas Season and celebrate the Birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, it is important to remember that as 
Catholics, we are called to defend the dignity of life in all stages and in every condition.  January is always a very busy month for 
Life and below are a few special opportunities for you and your councils to participate in.   
 
Jan 16 – Life is Beautiful Mass and Reception.  Archbishop Lori is kicking off March for Life week by celebrating the Life is 
Beautiful Mass at 12pm at St. Louis Church in Clarksville Md.   At this Mass, our State Deputy will be presented with the Culture of 
Life medal in recognition of all the great work you Councils and the State Council are doing for Life causes – including getting 
funding for 7 new ultrasound machines over the past 18 months.  There will also be a talk by Dr. Jonathan Reyes. We strongly en-
courage all Knights to make an effort to attend this wonderful Mass to kick off the March for Life week. 
 

Jan 19 – Jan 27 - 9 Day Novena for Life 
With the Dobbs case decision right around the corner, we must pray for an end to abortion!  
Encourage your membership to visit 9daysforlife.com to sign up for the USCCB’s annual 
novena.  Council members can also sign up for the Pray for Dobbs initiative for additional 
prayer opportunities and resources by visiting https://www.prayfordobbs.com/ 
  
Jan 20 – Jan 21 - National Prayer Vigil for Life 
The National Prayer Vigil for Life is Thursday, January 20 through Friday, January 21 at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.  The Janu-
ary 20 Opening Mass will begin at 5:30 p.m. (Eastern), followed by a 7:00-8:00 p.m. Holy 
Hour for Life.  Both the Mass and Holy Hour will be televised live by EWTN so that millions 
can participate remotely.  The Closing Mass on January 21 will take place at 8:00 a.m. (Eastern) and will also be televised by 
EWTN. 
 
The Masses and Holy Hour at the Basilica will be open to the public.  Everyone is welcome to attend any part of the Vigil program.  
As always, there is no reserved seating inside the Basilica for the public, and everyone will be accommodated on a first-come, first-
served basis.  Please also note, due to the pandemic, that the Basilica will still be enforcing its guidelines for entry for individuals 
and groups attending the Vigil.  For additional information about the 2022 Vigil for Life, please visit the Basilica’s website and the 
USCCB National Prayer Vigil website. 
 
Jan 21 – The March for Life in Washington DC.  Join us as we march for 
the end of Abortion.  We will meet at 14th Street and Madison Drive NW, on 
the National Mall between 11:00 and 11:30 AM.  At 11:30 we will move to 
the staging area to watch the program.  Look for the big Maryland Knights of 
Columbus flutter flag.  Details for those attending the March will come in a 
separate email. 
In addition to attending the March, help your parish sponsor a bus to the march.  And for those not going, encourage your parish to 
hold adoration on Jan 21 so that all can spend some time in front of the Blessed Sacrament praying for an end to abortion.  For more 

information on the March, please go to https://marchforlife.org/ 
 

Feb 3 – The Maryland March for Life will be Thursday February 3rd.  The Rally on Lawyer’s Mall in Annap-
olis begins at 5pm.  For more information or to register, be sure to go to https://
www.mdmarchforlife.com/ 

Support Special Olympics of Maryland – Polar Plunge is Feb 5th.  Please con-
tinue to support Special Olympics of Maryland.  There are may ways to support 

Special Olympics of Maryland.  The first is to participate in the Polar Plunge.  You can create a plunge 
team and plunge either virtually or in person this year.  To create a team, go to www.plungemd.com.  We 

would like to see the Councils throughout the state raise 
$25,000 this year to support Special Olympics of Maryland. 

Sign up to be a “Healthy Athlete Volunteer” for Special 
Olympics of Maryland – Special Olympics of Maryland has 
issued a request for “Healthy Athlete Volunteers.”  This is a great way to support the Spe-
cial Olympics.  For complete information, please visit Healthy Athletes Volunteers Wanted 
| Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)t 

Life Activities Director By: John Sniezek (johnsniezek1969@gmail.com) 

https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-signup
https://www.prayfordobbs.com/
https://www.nationalshrine.org/blog/visiting-the-basilica-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/2022-national-prayer-vigil-for-life/
https://www.usccb.org/national-prayer-events-for-life
https://marchforlife.org/
https://www.mdmarchforlife.com/
https://www.mdmarchforlife.com/
http://www.plungemd.com
https://kofc-md.org/healthy-athletes-volunteers-wanted/
https://kofc-md.org/healthy-athletes-volunteers-wanted/
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Come to the 2022 National March for Life:  

  

  

These people are counting on you! 

 

March with the Maryland Knights of Columbus at the 
2022 National March for Life: 

• Friday, January 21 2022, Washington, DC. 

• Meet on the National Mall at 14th Street N.W. (at Madison 
Drive), between 11:00 and 11:30 AM.   

(Nearest Metro station:  either SMITHSONIAN or FEDERAL TRIANGLE) 

• Look for the BIG BLUE Maryland KofC FLUTTER FLAG. 

• At 11:30, we will move as a group to the staging area to 
watch the program. 

---------------------------------- 

SAFETY FIRST!    As Pro-Lifers, we want to also protect the lives of ourselves and our fellow 

marchers.  Due to Coronovirus, all are strongly encouraged to:  

• wear masks  

• keep a safe distance from other participants  

• stay home if you feel susceptible to illness – We need you next year! 
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Super Plunger 

This upcoming Friday, January 28 & 29th, 2022, while many here in Maryland are heading into work or stay-

ing tucked warmly into their beds, and as the weather is expected to be brisk and chilly. one of our Brother 

Knights will once again be preparing to do a little different community outreach. 

Bryan Adamczyk, our Own Maryland State Council Sports Chairman, will be settling into a cot at Sandy 

Point State Park.  Moving into a tent which was to be his home for the next 24 hours. This year Bryan will 

once again be preparing to be a Maryland Special Olympic Super Plunger. Which means unlike many of 

Maryland’s 3,000 Polar Bear Plungers, Bryan will be part of an elite group who for a 24-hour period would 

willingly run into the Bay every hour on the hour and submerge themselves on behalf of the Special Olympi-

ans from Maryland.  

This year marks the 21st Annual Super Plunge.  In 2001 inspired by a young Special Olympian named Jimmy 

Myrek, and his love of the water and the Polar Bear Plunge, a small group decided to Plunge 24 times for a 

Day for Special Olympics.  Over the years the group has grown and so has the prestige. Former Baltimore Ori-

ole B.J. Surhoff, and Former Baltimore Ravens, and current New York Jets Quarterback Joe Flacco have had 

this honor.  

Like Last year Bryan also has the great pleasure of being teamed up with a Special Olympian Plunge Partner. 

Lori “Action” Plaxen a Gold Medal inning Power Lifter has been Paired with Bryan.  Lori has been a Special 

Olympic Athlete for over 20 years. She recently won medals in both Power Lifting and Track and Field. She 

has been quoted saying “Special Olympics makes my world move forward.”  She is excited to team up with 

Bryan again and has helped him with several of his virtual plunges last year.  

An 18-year veteran of the Maryland Polar Bear Plunge, in 2022, Bryan will be taking part in his third Super 

Plunge. His first was in 2020 and then he was able to capture the magic again last year, though virtually.  He 

is ready as are his teammates to once again take the plunge for real, plunging back into the Bay.  

As a Super Plunger this mean Bryan has committed himself to raising $10,000 for Special Olympics. He can 

use your help as we head into the final months.  Donations can be made online at support.somd.org/

adamczykplaxen.   

support.somd.org/adamczykplaxen
support.somd.org/adamczykplaxen
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HISPANIC PAGE 
San Alfonso María de Ligorio y el Misterio de la Navidad 

By Padre Miguel Angel Martinez, C.Ss.R. 

San Alfonso María de Ligorio (Italia, 1696-1787), sacerdote y doctor de la Iglesia, es considerado uno de los grandes maestros de la 

vida espiritual, y para él todos están llamados a la salvación, y los medios se hallan disponibles para todas las personas para llegar a 

la perfección en Cristo.  San Alfonso escribió meditaciones para Adviento-Navidad basadas en la escritura sobre la encarnación, 

infancia y nacimiento de Jesucristo. Las cuales reflejan el grandísimo amor del autor hacia Dios y su hijo en toda la obra de reden-

ción del hombre. San Alfonso considera el amor de Jesús y su obra salvadora en tres acontecimientos: la Encarnación, la Pasión, la 

Eucaristía. La Encarnación, en particular, estuvo constantemente presente en las reflexiones alfonsianas, expuestas en escritos, medi-

taciones, oraciones, canciones. La piedad, la confianza y la ternura hacia el Verbo Encarnado, hacia el Niño de Belén, predominan en 

ellos. 

Para Alfonso, el amor de Dios se manifiesta no solo en el hecho de la Encarnación, sino también en la forma en que se expresa en 

una variedad de aspectos, que resaltan el contraste entre “el ser de Dios y el ser del hombre”, en línea a lo anterior escribe en la 

“Novena de Navidad”: «Jesús creció pequeño. Él ha escondido la naturaleza divina para no oprimirnos con majestad, darnos confian-

za y hacernos accesibles a todos. Dios como Señor se convirtió en un siervo para hacernos vencer la esclavitud del pecado y la ley y 

darnos la libertad de los hijos de Dios». Y San Alfonso continúa desarrollando, en este movimiento de descenso y ascenso, los diver-

sos aspectos de la Encarnación con una gran cantidad de textos extraídos de la tradición de su época, que profundiza con la reflexión 

personal y la participación viva. Él escribe: «Jesús se convirtió en un niño inocente». Aquí está el aspecto redentor de la Encarna-

ción, en el que él, desde su nacimiento hasta su pasión, asumió sobre sí los pecados del mundo. 

Además, la pobreza de Jesús, es uno de los aspectos que más marcó a Alfonso en la contemplación del pesebre, quizás porque en 

este punto se siente más en sintonía con él: Alfonso, como Jesús, como rico se hizo pobre, dejando todo para seguirlo y sentirse cerca 

de la gente pobre. Sin embargo, se da cuenta de que su pobreza es muy pequeña en comparación con la de Jesús. Con la Encarna-

ción, en cierto sentido, Dios ha expropiado su naturaleza: “Se desnudó para entregarse por completo”. Y Alfonso escribe: “De lo 

suyo, se convirtió en nuestro”. En definitiva, San Alfonso hace uso de todos los medios literarios para expresar sus sentimientos de 

fe y amor, de arrepentimiento y de humildad, de gratitud y asombro, que surgen en él y que deben motivar a cada cristiano en Navi-

dad, para el misterio supremo de un Dios que se hace hombre, para que el ser humano se convierta en Dios, de un Dios que se hace 

humano para salvar a toda la humanidad. (Tomado de Vicenzo Ricci – S. Alfonso e il mistero del Natale). 

En esta contemplación del misterio de la Navidad San Alfonso escribió uno de los villancicos más populares de Italia: “Tu scendi 

dalle stelle”, o «Tú desciendes de las estrellas». Compuesto en diciembre de 1754 en la localidad italiana de Nola, provincia de Ná-

poles (Italia). El cántico de alabanza transborda la admiración por el misterio de la Encarnación del Hijo de Dios, que se hizo tan 

pobre y tan frágil en la gruta de Belén, por amor a nosotros, hasta el punto de llevar a San Alfonso a conmoverse y compadecerse de 

esa pobreza, que le hace apasionarse aún más por el Niño Dios. 

“Desciendes de la altura, oh Rey del cielo y en una gruta naces del triste suelo. 

1. Niño mío de puro frío, yo te veo aquí temblar. ¡Dios humanado! y cuanto te costó 

el haberme amado. 2. Luz divina me fascina y enamora tu bondad. De amor henchido 

nacer quisiste pobre y desvalido. 3. Tú que creaste el mundo con voz creadora, ni abrigo ni sustento tienes ahora”. 

Esta canción nos cuenta que Dios se hizo uno de nosotros y uno con nosotros. Dios no solo se hizo humano sino también se hizo 

pobre por amor a cada uno de nosotros. Por su Encarnación, Jesús, la divina palabra, se hizo uno con la humanidad y compartió la 

humana condición. Emmanuel-Dios con Nosotros (God with us). Se vacío de sí mismo y se hizo pobre. Esta realidad tiene que ser el 

foco de nuestra reflexión delante del niño Dios en el pesebre. El Hijo de Dios, niño, pobre, vulnerable, migrante, perseguido. Su na-

cimiento fue una amenaza para los poderosos pero una buena noticia para los pobres que esperaban al Salvador, ellos lo reconocie-

ron y creyeron en El. 

La Encarnación y el Nacimiento de Jesús fue una opción por los pobres, su amor preferencial por los pobres. No nació en un palacio 

de padres ricos y poderosos. Nació de unos padres pobres y en un pesebre porque no había lugar para ellos. San Alfonso en su medi-

tación delante del pesebre describe la pobreza del niño Dios y escribió: “En orden a contemplar la ternura del amor de Dios nosotros 

debemos rezar al Señor que nos dé una fe viva y profunda”. Como no sentirnos conmovidos por ese niño pobre, vulnerable, depen-

diendo de los demás para subsistir. Los pastores reconocen en este niño el exceso del amor divino. Ellos regresan a su vida ordinaria 

inflamados de amor y glorificando a Dios que se vacío de sí mismo por amor a la humanidad. Como no sentir la necesidad de dar 

todo nuestro afecto a este niño Dios que se redujo a su mismo para que lo podamos amar. Él hizo una opción por los pobres, vivien-

do un simple y humilde estilo de vida. A esto somos llamados sus seguidores: Ser uno con los pobres, amar a los pobres, compartir 

nuestra vida, tiempo, talento y riquezas y ser uno con ellos. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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El candidato a Guardián del Estado Terry Wa-
ters (der) en la entrevista del programa Caballe-
ros en Acción  

Los Sir Knight’s 
miembros de la 
Guardia de Honor de 
la Asamblea 3769 
San Alfonso de Li-
gorio Jesus Lopez 
(izq) y Bernabe Agui-
lar (der) escoltan la 
Rosa de Plata  

Las esposas de los Caballeros del Consejo 17192 
San Oscar Romero junto a la Rosa de Plata de 
nuestra patrona la Virgen de Guadalupe   

Las Damas Auxiliadoras del Perpetuo Socorro de 
Baltimore junto a la Rosa de Plata de nuestra Ma-
dre de la Virgen de Guadalupe   

El coordina-
dor hispano 
del Consejo 
Supremo 
Chris Gonza-
lez (cent) en 
el programa 
Caballeros en 
Acción cuan-
do estuvo de 
visita en Mar-
yland   

El agente de 
Seguros Fred 
Reinecke 
(cent) 
hablando de 
la impotencia 
del Seguro de 
Vida para los 
Caballeros 
de Colón   

Los Caballeros del 
consejo 17192 San 
Oscar Arnulfo Romero 
comparten con sus 
esposas después de 
misa.  

Funcionarios de la Asamblea 3769 San Alfonso 
Maria de Ligorio después de juramentar ante el 
Master Francis Leach    

Entrevista al Diputado de Distri-
to Jose Rivera (der) en el pro-
grama Caballeros en Acción   El Capellán del Consejo 17545 San Bernar-

dino de Siena el Padre Jose Raul DeLeon 
(cent) escoltado por los funcionarios del 
consejo hispano   
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Pilgrim Icon Program 
The Pilgrim Icon for the 2021-2022 fraternal year is dedicated to St. Joseph.  Maryland has four icons that 

travel through the state.  The schedule below gives the dates when the icons are available to the Districts.  

Please contact your District Deputy or District Warden to have the icon schedule for your council.  

 St. Joseph ICON - 1 Host District: General Area 

November 15, 2021 – December 12, 2021 District 05 Glen Burnie 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 17 Catonsville 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 Districts 23 Elkridge 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 01 Ellicott City 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 21 Sykesville/Owings Mills 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 25 Frederick/Taneytown 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 08 Frederick/Hancock 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 20 Cumberland & West 
St. Joseph ICON – 2 Host District General Area 

November 15, 2021 – December 12, 2021 District 31 Ijamsville/Mt. Airy 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 28 Baltimore City 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 32 Baltimore City 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 07 Dundalk 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 19 Baltimore City 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 27 Abingdon/Parkton 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 16 Aberdeen/Forest Hill 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District  13 North Baltimore 
St. Joseph ICON - 3 Host District: General Area 

November 15, 2021 – December 12, 2021 District 24 Annapolis 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 22 Salisbury/Ocean City 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 26 Easton/Chestertown 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 03 Largo/Upper Marlboro 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 09 Prince Frederick 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 29 Lexington Park 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 02 Hollywood 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 12 Waldorf 
St. Joseph ICON - 4 Host District General Area 

November 15, 2021 – December 12, 2021 District 15 Forestville 

December 13, 2021 – January 9, 2022 District 04 Bowie/Mitchellville 

January 10, 2022 – February 6, 2022 District 14 Greenbelt/Takoma Park 

February 7, 2022 – March 6, 2022 District 10 Laurel 

March 7, 2022 – April 3, 2022 District 11 Silver Spring 

April 4, 2022 – May 1, 2022 District 18 Bethesda/Rockville 

May 2, 2022 – May 28, 2022 District 30 Olney/Gaithersburg 

May 29, 2022 – June 26, 2022 District 06 Germantown/Damascus 
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The Knights of Columbus Family of the Month program promotes and supports the development of strong 
and vibrant families by recognizing the good work being done every day in the homes of our neighbors. 
Recognized families outwardly exhibit strong ties of love and faith, exemplifying Catholic family values and 
making meaningful contributions to their parish and larger community  

On the 15th day of each month — from August through July — Family of the Month reporting forms will be 
drawn at random from among all entries received at the Supreme Council office for the previous month. 
Each of the selected families will receive a special Holy Family gift, along with a personal letter of congrat-
ulations from the Supreme Knight  

November 2021 Family of the Month is the Tom & Christy Cosgrove family submitted by South County 
Council 8251, West River, MD 

Tom & Christy Cosgrove and their children Bethany, Faith, and Thomas are an integral part of the Holy 
Family Parish community in Davidsonville.  They model the "family fully alive" in their commitment to the 
Catholic faith and to the tenets of Catholic Social Teaching.  Tom is actively involved in Parish spiritual ministry as a Eucharistic 
Minister and as a member of the Outreach Ministry, bringing Holy Eucharist to parishioners unable to attend Mass.  Christy is Holy 
Family's Director of Adult Enrichment, providing support to men's and women’s Bible study groups, RCIA, adult support groups, 
and numerous other programs supporting the men and women of the Parish and the community at large.  Bethany is a speech-
language pathologist in the Washington DC area.  Faith studies at the University of Maryland pursuing a degree in biological scienc-
es as part of the University's Science & Global Change program.  Thomas continues his studies preparing for an adult life of service 
like his parents and sisters.  South County Council 8251 is proud to name the Cosgrove family as its November 2021 Family of the 
Month!   

References: 

State Chaplain— Lk 2:19 - Luke, CHAPTER 2 | USCCB   

Supreme Knight—Patris Corde— Apostolic Letter Patris Corde of the Holy Father Francis on the 150th Anniversary of the proclama-
tion of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church (8 December 2020) | Francis (vatican.va)   
Supreme Knight—Pilgrim Icon—Pilgrim Icon Program - Faith Programs | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org)   
State Programs—Saint John Paul II Shrine—Home | Saint John Paul II National Shrine (jp2shrine.org)  
State Programs—Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk—Fundraising for Special Olympics Maryland (somd.org)  
State Convention 2022— State Convention 2022 | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  
Hispanic Page— S. Alfonso e  il  mistero del Natale  - The mystery of Christmas in St. Alphonsus | Il Giglio Foundation 
(editorialeilgiglio.it)  
Life Activities—Polar Bear Plunge—https://plungemd.com/ 
Life Activities—March For Life— https://marchforlife.org/  

High School Scholarships — High School Scholarship Programs | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  
Shrine Usher Ministry — Shrine Usher Ministry | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  

Warriors to Lourdes 
The Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage allows non-wounded, 
wounded (physical, mental and/or moral injuries), ill or injured U.S. military personnel to travel from the United States 
and Europe to the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. There, they will participate in International Military Pil-
grimage (PMI) events, which include an international opening ceremony, special Masses, visits to the famous healing 
baths at Lourdes, a Unified Sports Challenge and a candlelight vigil that draws tens of thousands annually.  

The 2022 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage is sponsored by the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS) and 
the Knights of Columbus (K of C). It takes place 10-16 May 2022 in conjunction with the 62nd annual International Mil-
itary Pilgrimage (PMI) 13-15 May 2022 in Lourdes, France.  

All expenses for approved non-wounded, wounded, ill or injured military personnel, as well as designated caregivers, 
will be covered by Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc.  

To apply to attend the 2022 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage visit warriorstolourdes.com. Applications can be submit-
ted by 15 January 2022. The travel dates are 10-16 May, 2022.   

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-action-programs/faith/pilgrim-icon.html
https://jp2shrine.org/jps/en/index.html
https://support.somd.org/fundraiser/3338917
https://kofc-md.org/state-convention-2022/
http://www.editorialeilgiglio.it/religione-il-mistero-del-natale-in-s-alfonso/
http://www.editorialeilgiglio.it/religione-il-mistero-del-natale-in-s-alfonso/
https://plungemd.com/
https://marchforlife.org/
https://kofc-md.org/high-school-scholarships/
https://kofc-md.org/shrine-usher-ministry/
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Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, Citizen, 

Police Officer, Firefighter, EMT, & 

Healthcare Worker of the Year 

Worthy Grand Knight, 

The Maryland State Council is conducting Catholic Teacher; CCD Teacher; Citizen; Police 

Officer; Firefighter; EMT and Healthcare Worker of the Year recognition programs. There will 

be separate awards for each category selected from nominations submitted from all councils 

within the State of Maryland.  The seven (7) State Awards will be presented at the Founder’s 

Day Celebration on Sunday, March 27, 2022 at Fr. Rosensteel Council No. 2169 located at 9707 

Rosensteel Avenue Silver Spring MD 20910.  Additional details will be provided.   

The Catholic Teacher of the Year program will allow your Council the opportunity to honor an 

individual that has made significant contributions to the education of our youth.  This award is 

presented to a Catholic teacher who has demonstrated exceptional ability and dedication to the 

education of our young people through teaching in a parochial school. 

The CCD Teacher of the Year program will allow your Council to honor an individual that has 

dedicated themselves and made significant contributions to the religious education of our youth 

through your local parish’s CCD program. 

The Citizen of the Year program will allow your Council to honor someone who has made 

significant religious or civic contributions to the well-being of your community.  To be eligible 

for this award, the nominee must be a resident of the State of Maryland.  

The Police Officer, Firefighter and EMT of the Year programs will allow your Council to honor 

Maryland public safety officers for their continuing commitments to enhancing and preserving 

the quality of life and protection of property within our communities. 

The Healthcare Worker of the Year program will allow your Council to honor Maryland medical 

workers committed to preserving our health and wellness through their tireless and dedicated 

service. 

Additional nomination forms are available on the State Council website - 

https://kofc-md.org/general-interest-forms-programs/ under Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, 

Citizen, Law Enforcement Officer, Firefighter, EMT and Healthcare Worker of the Year.  

Completed packets for each nomination, with all supporting documentation, must be sent via 

US Mail to: Stephen J. Bayliff, 4194 Williams Wharf Rd., Saint Leonard, MD 20685 or via 

Email to: sbayliff777@aol.com postmarked no later than February 13, 2022. 

Councils are encouraged to select a nominee for each category, and honor that person locally at 

the Council meeting or social gathering even if done virtually.  We suggest that you invite the 

recipient’s family and friends to attend the presentation and share in the celebration. It is 

appropriate to award a certificate, plaque or other recognition memento. 

Please contact me with any questions at (443) 857-9783 or via email at sbayliff777@aol.com 

Fraternally, 

Stephen J. Bayliff 

Maryland State Council 

Recognition Program Chairman 
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Liturgical Calendar 

 

1 Jan Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 

2 Jan Epiphany of the Lord (Observed) 

4 Jan St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

5 Jan St. John Neumann, Bishop 

6 Jan St. André Bessette, Religious  

          Epiphany of the Lord (Traditional) 

9 Jan Baptism of the Lord 

17 Jan St. Anthony, Abbott 

21 Jan St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 

22 Jan Prayer for Legal Protection of Unborn Children 

24 Jan St. Frances de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church 

25 Jan Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle  

26 Jan Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

28 Jan St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 

31 Jan St. John Bosco, Priest 

 

2 Feb Presentation of the Lord 

5 Feb St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

10 Feb St. Scholastica, Virgin 

14 Feb St. Cyril, Monk, and St. Methodius, Bishop 

22 Feb Chair of St. Peter, Apostle 

23 Feb St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

 
Little Sisters Of The Poor: 

 

Next Drop-Off: 15 Jan 10AM-12 Noon 
 

Drop Off Locations: 

• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St & 
St Mary’s Place) 

• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens, 
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236 

• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707 
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 
Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 

• St. John's Council #1622, 114 E. 2nd Street, Frederick, 
Maryland 21701 

We are in need of councils to support hub locations. If your 
council can help monthly, on any given month or even on a quar-
terly basis, please let me know 

Walter Leskuski 
Little Sisters of the Poor Liaison 
Phone: 301-524-7257 
Email: pfn.md384@gmail.com 

 

High School Scholarships 
Application period is from October 1, 2021 to February 1, 2022.  All applications must be received in their entirety by the Scholar-
ship Committee no later than February 1, 2022.  Scholarship information and application information is included below (preferred) 
or write to: Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Scholarship Committee P.O. Box 1468, Bowie, MD 20717. 

The Frederick M. Gossman Memorial High School Scholarship 

Designed to assist members of the Knights of Columbus holding membership in councils within the jurisdiction of Maryland in pay-
ing tuition for their sons and daughters at accredited Catholic High Schools, three (3) grants of $1,500.00 per year for up to four 
years, and one (1) additional grant of $1,500.00 per year for up to four years funded by the Maryland Knights of Columbus Insur-
ance Advisors, will be awarded.  The children of deceased members are also eligible, provided the member was in good standing at 
the time of death.  Funds are applicable to tuition only. Frederick M. Gossman Memorial High School Scholarship application 
forms may be obtained by clicking on the below link or placing it into your browser: 

https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-22-Gossman-Application-.pdf 

The William J. O’Brien Jr., Memorial Catholic High School Scholarship 

Three (3) grants of $1,500.00 per year for up to four years will be awarded.  Eligibility for a grant under this program is open to 
Catholic students who are residents of the State of Maryland.  Affiliation with the Knights of Columbus is not required.  However, 
children and grandchildren of a member of a Knights of Columbus council within the jurisdiction of Maryland are also eligible.  Ap-
plicants must have been officially accepted at or must be students at accredited Catholic High Schools.  Applications will be judged 
on academic excellence, personal qualifications, and financial need.  Continued support after the first year is contingent on continued 
academic success.  Funds are applicable to tuition only. William J. O’Brien Jr. Memorial Catholic High School Scholarship appli-
cation forms may be obtained by clicking on the below link or placing it into your browser: 

https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OBrien-Appliction-Documents-1.pdf 

Dale W. Trott, PSD, Scholarship Committee Chairman, 410-507-9772 

mailto:pfn.md384@gmail.com
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-22-Gossman-Application-.pdf
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OBrien-Appliction-Documents-1.pdf
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STATE CALENDAR 
MONTH DATE EVENT WHERE 

JANUARY 2022 

  
1/8 STATE MID TERM MEETING CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 

#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  1/21 MARCH FOR LIFE WASHINGTON, DC 

        

FEBRUARY 2022 3/3 CATHOLICS IN ANNAPOLIS ANNAPOLIS 

        

MARCH 2022 3/19 (TBD) BASKETBALL FREE THROW TBD 

  3/5 MARYLAND DISTRICT  
EXEMPLIFICATION 

CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  3/25-26 STATE COUNCIL “SPRING” 
MEETING 

ELK LODGE, EASTON 

  3/27 FOUNDERS DAY MASS,  
RECEPTION & 2022 RAFFLE 

DRAWING 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
CHURCH FR. ROSENSTEEL 

COUNCIL #2169 

        

APRIL 2022 TBD FAMILY DAY TBD 

        

MAY 2022  5/12-15 124th ANNUAL STATE  
CONVENTION 

PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL & 
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY 

        

JUNE 2022 6/17-18 LEADERSHIP SEMINAR HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE 
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD 

  TBD STATE TOUR TBD 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not replace the commu-
nity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

The predestination of the Blessed 
Virgin as Mother of God was asso-
ciated with the incarnation of the 
divine word: in the designs of di-
vine Providence she was the gra-
cious mother of the divine Redeem-
er here on earth, and above all oth-
ers and in a singular way the gener-
ous associate and humble handmaid 
of the Lord. She conceived, brought 
forth, and nourished Christ, she 
presented him to the Father in the 
temple, shared her Son’s sufferings 
as he died on the cross. Thus, in a 
wholly singular way she cooperated 
by her obedience, faith, hope and 
burning charity in the work of the 
Savior in restoring supernatural life 
to souls. For this reason she is a 
mother to us in the order of grace.  
 
Dogmatic Constitution On the 
Church (n. 61)  
Second Vatican Council 


