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SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Before the Lord in Heartfelt Repentance

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori
This is no ordinary time for the Church and for the Order. It is a time when, as never before,
both the Church and the Order need your leadership.
It is plain for all to see that the Church is in the midst of a global crisis of credibility, a crisis
generated by the abuse of minors by clergy and by a lack of accountability on the part of bishops. It is also plain for all to see that, in many parts of the world, the Church is facing a crisis
of belief among its own members. Nearly 37% of American Catholics are seriously considering leaving the Church because of the abuse crisis and its mishandling by Church authority.
Young people are leaving the Catholic Church in droves, not only because of the abuse crisis,
but also because they have not been formed in the faith.
Today more people than ever wrongly believe that they can find happiness without God,
without Jesus Christ, without a community of faith, without the sacraments. More than a few
think that being “religion free” is essential to their freedom.
All this and more profoundly affects the Knights of Columbus which rightly situates itself in
the heart of the Church and continues to serve at all levels as “the strong right arm of the
Church.” Declining Mass attendance and Church membership challenge the Order.
Either we can accept these facts with fatalistic indifference, and in so doing assume that our
Order will become a shadow of itself, or else we can decide that in God’s grace we are going
to do something about it.
Christian Manhood
When a man enters the seminary, the first thing to be looked at is his humanity. Is it whole, integral, formable, capable of attaining
human and Christian virtue, capable of relating well to other people, capable of empathy toward those in need, able to exercise leadership, able to communicate well and wisely to others? … The basic element of leadership and service — at home, at work, and in
the Church — is the quality of one’s humanity. And in this Catholic men’s fraternal organization, the largest in the world, leadership
requires of you a sound and virtuous Christian manhood
Not long ago that proposition would almost have been taken for granted, but not these days in which our culture is deliberately blurring the lines of sex and gender and denigrating the identity and roles of men, husbands and fathers, much to detriment of family life,
our children, our Church and our culture. This has nothing to do with machismo, an aggressive male bravado that speaks more of
insecurity than of strength. It has everything to do with being the man, the husband, and the father that the Holy Spirit is calling you
to be and intends you to be, especially in this hour when, as never before, you are called to be servant-leaders.
Progress in the Christian Life
Not a one of us, myself included, should imagine ourselves to be a finished product. On the contrary, we are all a work-in-progress,
but the operative word in the Christian life should be progress. Are we making progress in becoming virtuous Christian men who
embrace our faith wholeheartedly, who bear witness to it, who attract others to it and help them live it? Or, are we running in place,
complacent, perhaps taking a victory lap? Where can we turn to find out which it is?

One place is the Gospel that was proclaimed at this Mass. It is a Gospel scene that is indelibly etched in my heart and mind because
in it Peter is confronted by the Risen Lord for his three-fold betrayal. The Savior does not wag his finger at Peter and say, “How dare
you deny me when I needed you the most? What kind of a man are you to deny me in front of a casual bystander?” … When Jesus
persists, asking him three times “do you love me?” it dawns on Peter, nay, it grips him in the depth of his being, that Jesus is calling
him to deep repentance of his sin of betrayal as the condition for leading and guiding the flock of God.
I say that this scene is etched on my soul, because, like Peter, I must continually go before the Risen Lord in abject, heartfelt repentance if I would have any chance at all of leading and serving the Church after the manner of the Good Shepherd. I would recommend
the same for you, dear brothers, at the outset of this fraternal year. Hear Jesus asking you, “Do you love me?” and in that question
hear him inviting you to understand any and all the ways in which you have broken his commandments, summed up by Jesus in
terms of charity — love of God and love of neighbor.
A good place to start in any leadership role is repentance. Before I received Holy Orders and before I began any assignment, I made
a long retreat, the centerpiece of which was sacramental confession. Confession is still the centerpiece of my spiritual life, for nothing good happens unless I make worthy and frequent use of that sacrament.

I’m suggesting, brothers, that the same is true for you. It’s great to celebrate but first open your hearts to the Father of Mercies and to
the Savior’s open heart, in a sincere and unburdening confession of your sins, confident that, in the power of the Holy Spirit, you will
be forgiven.
Reprinted from the July 2019 edition of Chaplains Report
Continued on Page 8
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
Mary, the Queen of the Knights and Cause of Our Joy.
State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org)
Dear Brother Knights,
Greetings of Peace!
As followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, we profess with faith that He is truly, really, and
substantially present in the most blessed sacrament of the Eucharist - ‘the body and blood,
together with His soul and divinity. We profess that Jesus himself hidden under the appearance of bread and wine. The Church teaches us that, “the Eucharist is the source and
summit of our Christian life.” (Lumen Gentium, no. 11). In our prayer before the blessed
sacrament and in the Eucharistic celebration, we encounter our Lord’s presence in a very
personal and profound ways. But we have to understand that the Eucharist is also social,
as Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that “a Eucharist which does not pass over into the concrete practice of love is intrinsically fragmented.” (Deus Caritas Est, no 14). The Eucharist being celebrated as a community of believers, as the Body of Christ, teaches us about human dignity, directs us to right relationship with God,
with ourselves and others. As the Body of Christ, the Eucharist sends us on mission to help transform our families, our
parishes, our communities, neighborhoods, and the world.
As Catholics, we never worship alone at the Eucharistic liturgy, we gather as a community of believers with the young
and old, the rich and poor, people around the world, and all the saints in heaven to celebrate Christ ultimate sacrifice.
This reality reminds us, in the words of St John Paul II: ‘A truly Eucharistic community cannot be closed in upon itself”,
(On the Eucharist, no 39); rather it challenges us to discover our place within a community and the human family. The
Eucharist unifies and heals divisions in the community, and when divisions are existing within the community based on
class, status, or privileges, St. Paul taught us that the celebration of the Eucharist is insincere.
The Eucharist is a sign of our incomparable dignity as human person given to all equally by God, regardless of our social
or economic status in the society. We have to recognize the importance and value of each person whom we considered
brother or sister in God’s eyes. Christ offers himself equally to each one of us. If we want that our Eucharistic worship
authentic, we must grow in awareness of the dignity of each person.
As we unite ourselves in the Eucharist, we experience Christ’ love for us and for others. In prayer, we become so moved
and sensitized to his love for those who suffer. We are moved to self giving action in solidarity with the members of our
communities who face injustice, persecution, and rejection. Christ in the Eucharist calls us to build a community fully in
harmony with God’s plan. He calls us to transform unjust structures, policies, and laws that degrade human life and dignity. As Pope Benedict XVI reminds us, “our fraternal communion in the Eucharist leads to a determination to transform unjust structures and to restore respect for the dignity of all men and women, created in God’s image and likeness
(Sacramentum Caritatis, no 89). Christ in the Eucharist acts as a compelling force for inner renewal, an inspiration for
all of us to change the structure of sin in which individuals, communities and people in world are entangled. These
structures include racism, violence, injustice, poverty, abortion, exploitation of women, and all other systemic degradation of human life and dignity.
In the face of the moral crisis and social injustice that we see present in our communities and in the world today, the Eucharist plants a seed of living hope in our daily commitment to the mission before us, and challenges us to live Eucharistic lives. It affirms our role as citizens, as Christians, as Knights, and as men and women in various professions at different levels of society in “contributing with light of the Gospel to the building of a more human world, a world in harmony
with God’s plan” (Ecclesia de Eucharistic, no. 20)
Let us pray that through the intercession of our Lady, the Queen of the Knights, St Joseph the protector of the Church,
and the prayer of our Blessed Founder Father Michael McGivney, we may learn to live Eucharistic lives and build a
family, a community, and a fraternity fully in harmony with Jesus in the Eucharist.
Vivat Jesus!
Fr jojo
Volume 2, Issue 2
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SUPREME KNIGHT
Prepared to Lead and Serve

In the weeks leading up to Patrick Kelly taking office as the Order’s 14th supreme knight, the editors
of Columbia asked him about his past experiences and the path that led him here.
COLUMBIA: Can you share a little about your family upbringing and the role that faith
played in your early life?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: I was born in Flint, Mich., and I was blessed to be
raised in a large Catholic family. My seven siblings and I learned the faith largely from the witness
of our parents, who instilled in us a deep love for Christ and the Church. Our family was close
friends with our pastor, and we frequently had him over for dinner. Faith was a central part of our
everyday life. Eventually, I went to Marquette University in Milwaukee for my undergraduate studies. I had a great experience there due in large part to the friends I made and to several very impressive Jesuits I met.
COLUMBIA: What led you to join the Knights of Columbus while you were a student at Marquette?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: My father and grandfather were both Knights and that
gave me a great sense of the Order growing up, but I joined the Knights of Columbus based on
Supreme Knight
friendships. I naturally wanted to be united with other men and to be strengthened by our shared
Patrick E. Kelly
values. I was blessed to find good friends at Marquette, and several of them were Knights. It became clear very quickly that the Order would be a place where those bonds of fraternity and faith could grow.
COLUMBIA: What inspired you to pursue a career in the Navy? How did that experience influence who you are today?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: I was always attracted to military service and its heroic ethos. Here again, my father
had a big impact on me; he had served in the Navy, and I loved to hear him tell stories about his days in the service. One of my earliest memories was my dad taking us aboard the USS John F. Kennedy in the late 1960s. Everything about the Navy just seemed so
incredible to me growing up, and to this day I think joining the Navy was one of the best things I’ve ever done.
My time as a naval officer was extremely formative for me. You cannot beat the camaraderie that comes with military service, and I
find so many reflections of that in my experience with the Knights of Columbus. In the Navy, great leaders taught me not only
teamwork and integrity, but also the value of servant leadership, which clearly resonates with my Christian faith. We should “not
come to be served, but to serve” (Mt 20:28). To quote another passage from Scripture, a foundational virtue of military service is
the willingness to “lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (Jn 15:13). As Knights, we are called to do the same.
COLUMBIA: Why did you decide to pursue a master’s degree in theology? What impact did your studies have on you and
on your work?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: The decision to study theology came at a point in my life when I wanted to discover
more about the fundamental questions of life. As a JAG (judge advocate general) officer in the Navy, I sometimes worked with sailors who had gotten into trouble. Many of these individuals were largely good people who had made very poor decisions.
I saw that in many cases they had nothing guiding their lives — no faith, no positive role models — so they just went along with the
crowd or followed their passions. Reflecting on the gift of my Catholic faith and the grace that I have received, I recognized in our
faith a consistent way of seeing the world that brings order and joy to life.
At this time, St. John Paul II was pope and I found him to be a very compelling figure. I would read his words and always came
away saying, “This is the truth!” And so the path suddenly became clear for me. I left the Navy on a Friday, and on Monday I started classes at the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family in Washington. It was a radical change, and
some of my fellow naval officers didn’t get it at all. I understood why they thought it didn’t make sense, but as the saying goes, God
writes straight with crooked lines.
COLUMBIA: How did your work in the U.S. government, including the Justice Department and State Department, help to
prepare you for your career with the Knights of Columbus?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: My government service has given me a sense of Washington and the political process
— experience that I have put in service to the Order and the Church as we advocate for public policy related to our most basic values.
Reprinted from Knights of Columbus website: Prepared to Lead and Serve | KofC.org
Volume 2, Issue 2
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE
State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)
I hope you all got off to a great start in your councils and your plans are starting to
come to fruition. August is gearing up to be an important month for the Knights of
Columbus. We have several activities the councils can be involved in this month.
The first activity in August is the 139th Supreme Convention that will be held virtually, Aug. 3-4, 2021. You can follow the events at home by visiting kofc.org/
convention. There, you will find streaming video, news, and photos. Also, follow
the official K of C Twitter, Instagram and Facebook accounts for a close-up look at
the convention proceedings. Video coverage will also be provided by EWTN, Salt
+ Light Television and the CatholicTV Network.
The agenda is as follows. All times are EDT and open to all except as marked.
Tuesday, August 3
6:30 PM

Opening Mass

8:00 PM

Supreme Knight’s Annual Report

Wednesday, August 4
10:00 AM

Modified Business Session (Open only to delegates)

2:15 PM

Awards Session

3:00 PM

Memorial Mass

The second activity is the First Blessed Fr Michael McGivney Feast Day on August 13. When the Church declares
someone “Blessed” she also determines the annual feast day for that person. Traditionally the date chosen is the
day of the person’s death. The feast day in the liturgy called a “memorial” marks the birthday into heaven of the
blessed. Because Blessed Michael McGivney died on August 14th, that day happens to be the Vigil of the Solemnity of the Assumption, so his feast day had to be moved. August 13 th was chosen because it was between the day
after his birthday August 12th and the date of his death August 14th. We are asking councils to do something special on his feast day, hold a novena if you can do so. Please plan to participate in holy Mass on Aug. 13, even if
Blessed Michael’s feast day is not celebrated in your locality. The Mass was truly “the source and summit” of Father McGivney’s life, and there is no better way to honor our founder than by entering the mystery of faith in which
his entire life and ministry was rooted. While at Mass, let us ask Father McGivney’s intercession that God raise up
an abundance of priestly vocations — priests who will follow our founder’s lead in their life and ministry.
The third activity is the testimonial for Immediate Past State Deputy Dale Trott on August 28 th at 7pm at Columbus
Gardens. See the attached flyer.
The fourth activity is the virtual retreat sponsored by the MD State Council in cooperation with Cross Catholic on
August 28th at 8am. Fr. Dave Caron will be hosting the St. Joseph virtual retreat for the Knights of Columbus in
Maryland. The topic is A Father’s Heart: Celebrate St. Joseph, Protector of the Holy Family. This no-cost spiritual experience deepens one’s faith and provides practical ways for a better relationship with the Lord.
Please participate as much as possible in these events. Please remember as Knights “We Are Servant Leaders”.
Vivat Jesus

Vincent Grauso
Volume 2, Issue 2
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
Who is YOUR “Good Shepherd”?
First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso
During Jesus’ time, the only venue from which one could receive news was by listening to the Pharisees and/or Prophets. As technology evolved, radio served as an important communication tool. It
brought news and entertainment into homes throughout the country making information more accessible for the average American.
In the 1950’s, TV started replacing radio as the source of our news. In those golden days of TV, Walter Cronkite set the standard with his “just-the-facts” objective reporting style and was voted "The
Most Trusted Man in America". He brought integrity and the truth into the American household.
With the addition of cable, there are now thousands of channels from which we can gather our news.
The news is further diluted with posts on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and other social media
sources. Whom do you trust?
Unfortunately, today it seems that the “Gold Standard” established by Uncle Walter has gone by the
wayside. Many times, incorrect information is pushed because it provides higher ratings and increased popularity for the poster. There are no gate keepers to filter out misinformation. The overwhelming amount of incorrect information and half-truths encourages people to make bad choices.
Some of us have become lost sheep in this flurry of misinformation.
The Bible refers to sheep and shepherds with great frequency. It compares God’s people to sheep and the leaders of God’s people as shepherds who tend their flock with great care. Today we are faced with both good and bad shepherds. What ’s the difference? A Good Shepard is noble, wholesome, and good. He protects, guides and nurtures. A Bad Shepard is someone who
leads you astray and does things only for the betterment and enrichment for himself.
God created us in his image and gave us free will - the power to choose among alternatives. He also gave us a conscience. It is
through our conscience that GOD speaks to us. It’s that little voice we hear in the back of our mind that is nudging us to do the right
thing. As lost sheep, the only way to determine the “real truth” is by looking at all the facts and true information. Question the validity of the information. Do not be beguiled by all of it. Ask yourself does it pass the sniff test? What are the facts? Is my source a
Good Shepherd?
Today, there is a lot of conflicting information about COVID vaccines. The issue at hand is not a political one, but rather a Public
Safety issue. It concerns the safety of our loved ones, our fellow man and the security of our nation. I remember as a child when my
parents and I, along with the entire neighborhood, walked down to the local elementary school where we were given the polio vaccine on a sugar cube. Everyone in the country did the same thing during that time to ensure public safety. They were concerned for
the well-being of their families and communities, and everyone did their part to ensure public safety. As a nation, we focused on
what was best for the country. So, what has changed today?
Science is not magic; it is based on real data and researched evidence. The vaccines have proven to help prevent the spread of the
disease and prevent severity in those who do contract it after being vaccinated. Why would anyone refuse to be vaccinated when the
fact is that doing so saves lives? How did we reach the point as a nation where we are more concerned with our own selfishness
than for the good of everyone?
I think we all know someone who is refusing to be vaccinated. I believe it is time to have a conversation with each of them. This is
not a time for finger-pointing or blaming or shouting. Rather, it is a time for actively listening and sharing true research-based facts
while respecting each other. Not everyone will be willing to really hear what you have to say, but some will, and you can make a
difference. We’re all in this together, so let’s start having these conversations.
The BIBLE tells us there is only one good shepherd: GOD. Listen to your conscience because he is speaking to you. I have full
confidence in the American people. The good of all is where we need to go as a country. May the Lord show you the way.
Blessings to all,

Mary Jane
First Lady of the Maryland State Council

P.S. I would like to thank Fr. Scot Homer of St. Edward the Confessor for his inspiring homily several weeks ago that piqued
my interest to write this article.

Volume 2, Issue 2
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Supreme Chaplain—Continued from Page 3
In preparing for sacramental confession, ask yourself about your life of prayer. Is it rooted and built upon Sunday Eucharist? Does it
include a daily Rosary? Do you take time to pray in private and read the Scriptures regularly? Do you ask for Divine Mercy each and
every day? Do you go to Confession often? Are you working on that dominant vice that is the source of so many other vices? What
are the virtues you need to acquire? … With whom do you need to reconcile and for what reason? By prayerfully asking yourselves
such questions, you will respond to the Lord’s question “Do you love me?” and you will be renewed, as a man and as a Christian.
Abyss of Virtues
If we were to recite the Litany of the Sacred Heart, we would address the Savior’s open and loving heart as “the abyss of all virtues.”
The word “abyss” doesn’t mean a chasm into which good things disappear, but rather the bottomless source of every virtue, both
human and Christian — the theological virtues (faith, hope, and love) and the pivotal moral virtues (prudence, justice, fortitude and
temperance). From these virtues stem every other virtue that we need to acquire if we would be good men, strong leaders and humble
servants.
Let us remember, brothers, that Father McGivney founded us to be knights, Knights of Columbus. A knight is a person of virtue and
valor, a person who not only looks out for others but is ready to do battle for that which is important and good. But the fir st place
where you and I need to do battle is our own souls. There is the perennial battle between good and evil, truth and lies, and much of
the crisis in the Church is due to laxity as regards this battle. It’s due to moral laxity, to ready compromises with evil, with moral
retreat. One of the most important things we can do in this hour of crisis and in this hour of need for our beloved Order, is — as St.
Paul said — “to fight the good fight, to finish the race, and to keep the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). Winning the fight in our hearts and souls
and bodies takes us a long way toward victory in the battle we must wage against evil, unbelief and complacency. …
Let us unite in beseeching the Sacred Heart of Jesus and asking him for the graces we need to be those men, those leaders, those
Knights who make a visible difference this fraternal year in the Church, in the Order and in society.

Supreme Knight — Continued from Page 5
My work at the Justice Department involved counterterrorism, and at the State Department I focused on international religious liberty. I saw how Christians and other religious minorities were being persecuted around the world, and I worked to free prisoners and
to put sanctions on countries that persistently violated religious freedom.
This is directly relevant to the Knights’ efforts to defend religious freedom, and especially the role the Order has played in recent
years to bring religious persecution to light and to aid persecuted Christians around the world.
COLUMBIA: How has your life changed since you got married, and how do you balance your many duties with being a husband and a father of school-age children?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: Marriage has made my life infinitely better. My wife, Vanessa, is an incredible woman and we have three beautiful daughters. It is daunting — and humbling — to consider how impactful our interactions with our
children are. My wife and I try to pour everything into laying a good foundation for them to grow in grace and virtue. And we recognize that this starts simply with our witness to them — that we take our faith seriously, and that it affects every aspect of our lives. That’s key.
Family life can be a great source of growth and purification, but it can also be a huge
challenge. And in terms of my service to the Knights, the fact that I have young children helps me to understand what families are going through. Young fathers have it
tough. They are trying to build healthy marriages and keep their kids Catholic in a culture that is working against them. I know this struggle firsthand, and it is my hope that
the Knights can help fathers with the pressure they are under.
In terms of balance, that too is a challenge, as I think it is for all men. Thankfully, my
wife knows my clear intention in this regard and is great about reminding me when I
start to slip. She’s a firm believer that we think better and make better decisions when
we have a balanced life.
COLUMBIA: What does it mean to you to be elected the Order’s 14th supreme
knight?
SUPREME KNIGHT PATRICK KELLY: I am unbelievably honored to serve as Starting Aug. 4, nine priests from around
supreme knight and to lead this great organization of men who are devoted to Our Lord the world will lead us in praying the
and his Church. When I was elected, I knew it was a life-changing moment. I gave my Blessed Michael McGivney Novena. All
wife a hug and we both thanked the Lord, asking him to sustain us in all the challenges are invited to join. Learn more and
and equip us for what lies ahead. And then I sent a text message to my mom, thanking watch the livestream at kofc.org/
her for all she and my dad had done for me, and all her continued prayers to this day.
convention
Volume 2, Issue 2
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COUNCIL GROWTH
Ways To Get New Members

Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net)
There are many ways we can obtain new members. I just thought we were in the beginning of a new Fraternal
Year, we should list a few.
•

Let’s start by getting help from current members.

•

Your council could sponsor a bring a friend meeting. Encourage your members to bring someone who is
eligible to join the Knights. Then make the meeting interesting so you can attract new members.
You should reach out to old members. This is nothing new but how many councils actually do it. There
may be somebody out there that is ready to come back.
Encourage your council members to share their newsletters. Especially if they are featured in it.
Invite members families to events. There may be a father, son or brother that shows interest in the
Knights.
Help your members to develop an elevator speech. We talk about elevator speeches all the time. With
some of our members we need to show them which subjects they could talk about.
Ask your members about recruitment ideas. They may have some suggestions you never thought about.
Volunteer as a group. When people see the group at work they will ask “who are these guys let’s help”.
Coach members to present a welcoming experience. There is nothing worse than to have a new member
show up to a meeting and he sits in a corner and no one talks to him. You may never see him again.
Create an invitation email template your members can use. Make it easy for members to send invitations
by doing most of the work for them. You could also create paper-based pamphlets, trifolds, or boiler-plate
text that current members can copy-and-paste into emails or Facebook messages that they can sent to eligible colleagues.
Ask council members to list their membership in their professional bios. This would get the Knights name
in front of more people, builds the Knights prestige, and reminds members to talk about it.
Give members a pin that they are likely to wear and people will ask what it is about.
Create perks for council members who recruit new members. Little perks and freebies can really motivate
people. Think about things like gift certificates or a shout-out at the next meeting.
Thank your members regularly. There are several ways to do this. Each year make a list of all the events,
services that were made possible by your members. Publish these events in a separate bulletin and email
it to all your members.
Host a yearly event to say thank you to all your members. Consider a family get together like a brunch,
swim party or other fun gathering.
Write handwritten thank you notes to your members. In our digital age, a personal note is even more
meaningful and memorable.
Of course the most tried and true method is to ask.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

These are just some of the few ways that maybe you have not thought of. Please keep in mind that
MCGIVNEY2020 is still in effect until December 31, 2021. HAPPY RECRUITING.
Vivat Jesus,
Tom O’Hara
State Council Growth Director
Volume 2, Issue 2

www.kofc-md.org

Page 9

Maryland State Council

August 2021

STATE PROGRAMS
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com)
I lost a close friend last month. You may have known him. Anthony “Tony” Durso. Tony was a brother
Knight for more than 20 years here in Maryland and served in a variety of positions including Grand Knight of
St. Paul’s Council No. 11105 in Damascus, District Deputy, Faithful Navigator and most recently, Regional
Director.
Tony and I met over 15 years ago at a time when I was serving as the chairman of my council’s Free Throw
and Soccer Shootout programs. He was filling the same role at his council, I believe, and at one point we decided to combine our events in the hopes of pulling more participants into our activities. For many years after
that Tony and I co-hosted the Free Throw program for our councils, always having a great time and enjoying
the experience regardless of how many children or Knights showed up for the competitions!
Over the years Tony and I were involved together in an assortment of programs and activities. We tag-teamed
leading the District 1 team from 2014-2015 when I was DD and he was DW. He and I worked alongside each
other on projects including those such as handing out tootsie rolls at Safeway, officiating at the annual Special
Olympics golf event at Rattlewood, and delivering supplies to the Little Sisters of the Poor in Washington. In
every situation we enjoyed plenty of laughter and camaraderie as all good friends do.

I don’t share this story with the intention of gaining any measure of sympathy. Instead, I offer it as another
example of the power of programs to build authentic and lasting friendships. We usually encourage councils
to run programs for all the right reasons- engage and inspire your members, attract new members to the Order,
and fulfill our mission of service to others. These are all noteworthy and of course critical to the success of
operating a healthy council. But serving alongside another brother Knight, whether it involves praying the rosary together, judging a Free Throw competition, collecting food for a pantry, or any hundreds of other activities- these all serve a special purpose.
The camaraderie that is built in to running our Faith in Action programs is a blessing in disguise and sometimes we overlook its importance as a means of building lasting friendships with our Catholic brothers. Let’s
make the most of the opportunity we have been given as Knights this fraternal year to lead lives based on charity, unity and fraternity alongside one another in service to God and to others. I know that Tony would have
expected nothing less from us.
Vivat Jesus!

Tony Durso and Terry Waters make a delivery to the Little
Sisters of the Poor in June 2020.

Fr. Joe Rodgers separates Washington Nationals fan Terry Waters and Philadelphia Phillies fan Tony Durso on the way to
Nationals Stadium in 2019.
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AROUND MARYLAND
Program and Membership Seminars

State Charity Fund co-director Jim Seidleck presents
Charity fund initiatives: Ultrasound Program, Short
Term Assistance, and Catholic Scholarships

“Beyond Joy” Special Olympic Cheering
squad opened the 22 July Seminar at Boswell
Hall.

IPSD Dale Trott celebrates with Beyond Joy

Box of Joy Chairman Alex Lopez-Bueno
poses at his table
Patriotic Council Programs
display from Patriotic Activities Chairman Tom Greul

Host council Sacred Heart
Council 2577 provided a
meal for all attendees for
the 22 July event
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Frank Arlinghaus

Page 11

Maryland State Council

August 2021
In response to a request for bottled water to assist the Little
Sisters of the Poor, St. Mary of the Assumption Council
9302 led by Grand Knight, Daniel Hall delivered a pallet of
needed water to the Little Sisters in Catonsville on July 6th.

Members of the James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422 delivered
cases of much needed water to the Little Sisters of the Poor in
Catonsville, MD also on July 6.

LOOK WHAT JUST ARRIVED...the new state of the art ultrasound machine for
the Pregnancy Support Center of Carroll County that will give mothers a very
detailed look at their baby in the womb. Special thanks to our Westminster
Knights of Columbus Council 1393, our St. John Westminster parish family and
those who donated from our local community. We pray that this gift to our Westminster community will help mothers to choose life!
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Basilica of the Assumption
200th Anniversary Events

AUGUST 14, 2021 AUGUST 15, 2021
SOLEMN VESPERS

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION MASS

Solemn Vespers at 5PM to commemorate the Solemnity of the
Assumption. Archbishop Lori will be the celebrant. We will
have a glorious Vespers Choir singing. And after Vespers, Timothy Cardinal Dolan will give a talk on the rich history of our Basilica! This is a once-in-a-lifetime event.

Archbishop Lori will celebrate our 10:45AM Mass with
Bishop Barron as the homilist. Immediately following Mass,
we will have our annual Assumption Party on the Basilica
lawn—with catered food.

Bishop Barron’s Biography

Cardinal Dolan’s Biography
His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan was named Archbishop
of New York by Pope Benedict XVI on February 23, 2009. He
was installed as Archbishop of New York on April 15, 2009.
Born February 6, 1950, Cardinal Dolan was the first of five children born to Shirley Radcliffe Dolan and the late Robert Dolan.
In 1964, he began his high school seminary education at St. Louis Preparatory Seminary South in Shrewsbury, Mo. His seminary
foundation continued at Cardinal Glennon College, where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in philosophy. He then completed his priestly formation at the Pontifical North American
College in Rome where he earned a License in Sacred Theology
at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas. Cardinal Dolan was
ordained to the priesthood on June 19, 1976.

The Most Reverend Robert E. Barron is the Episcopal Vicar of
the Santa Barbara Pastoral Region, one of the five Pastoral Regions in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He was appointed Titular Bishop of Macriana of Mauritania and Auxiliary Bishop in
2015.

Bishop Barron received a M.A. in Philosophy from the Catholic
University of America in 1982 and a Doctorate in Sacred Theology from the Institut Catholique de Paris in 1992.
Shortly after his ordination, he served as associate pastor at St.
Paul of the Cross Parish in Park Ridge, IL. Later on he was appointed to the theological faculty of Mundelein Seminary, and
has served as a visiting professor at the University of Notre
Dame and at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas in
Rome, as well as scholar in residence at the North American
Pontifical College at the Vatican.

On January 6, 2012, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI announced
that Timothy Dolan was to be appointed to the College of CardiBishop Barron is the founder of Word on Fire, a global media
nals.
ministry which has been spreading the message of the New
Evangelization since the year 2000.
Following the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Dolan
participated in the Conclave that elected Pope Francis in March, He served as the Rector/President of Mundelein Seminary Uni2013.
versity of St. Mary of the Lake, in Illinois.
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HISPANIC PAGE
¡Vocación al servicio del prójimo!

By Jesus Lopez-Villa, District Warden 14
Un líder es un hermano caballero capaz de transmitir con su testimonio de vida un conjunto de ideas o principios que
motivan a otros caballeros a seguirlos. La manera de ejercer la propia vocación como Director de Fe, Vida, Comunidad
y Familia; y los pensamientos que expone a otros mediante una gran responsabilidad desarrollando un don, no sólo tiene
que ver con él mismo, sino que impacta en la vida de los demás.
Hay muchos líderes que no se dan cuenta que lo son, otros que no saben lo que implican sus capacidades desarrolladas o
talentos, y otros lo van descubriendo con el tiempo. No es sencillo para el líder asumir y entender esa responsabilidad.
Un ejemplo relevante es el padre de familia que ejerce una gran influencia en sus hijos, por naturaleza y casi sin mucho
esfuerzo. Está sembrando en esos seres humanos pequeñitos una semilla de lo que serán en el futuro, y de esta forma
están también influyendo en el futuro de la humanidad. Por otra parte, quien ejerce un cargo como Gran Caballero o
Director de un Programa en cualquiera de las areas, muchas veces llega ahí, más que por su liderazgo, sino por su capacidad intelectual, y no alcanza a entender que al tener ese cargo de alguna forma se ha convertido en un nuevo líder para
su consejo y hermanos de su parrquia.
Una vision
Entender el papel y la vocación de líder es un acto de responsabilidad para con los demás caballeros, precisamente
porque estamos hablando de personas. Esta gran responsabilidad de influir en los demás obliga a tener una visión. Es
decir, entender la esencia y naturaleza de las personas: su dignidad vocasional. ¿Qué implica entender que son seres humanos? Es el conocimiento de la realidad humana, es decir, el entendimiento de lo que es ser catolico de manera amplia
y completa. En principio el líder debe comprender que los otros son, como él, personas. Ese es un gran avance; sin embargo, también debe comprender que los seres humanos estamos constituidos de partes que integradas nos dan el ser.
El alma se manifiesta de forma fantástica en ese cerebro en donde converge, como las ideas, los pensamientos, los
recuerdos, etc., y que se convierten en acciones concretas. Justo en el momento de la concepción se da el primer chispazo de luz, espíritu y dignidad humana que define el cuerpo y el alma, ya que sin estos, ese conjunto de células no podrían formar un nuevo ser. En el alma se encuentra el motor de nuestra existencia, formada por inteligencia y voluntad.
La inteligencia es la parte racional del ser humano en la que se interpreta o procesa todo a la luz de nuestras experiencias, aprendizaje, conocimiento adquirido a través de toda nuestra vida. Aquí hay un elemento muy importante para el
líder, quien influye no de forma determinante pero sí importante en esas experiencias, aprendizajes y conocimientos de
las personas.
La voluntad es esa capacidad que tenemos para tomar una acción determinada: hacer, decir, actuar, caminar. Esa acción
ya en proceso de realización es determinada por la inteligencia y por los sentimientos. Por eso, todo aquello que alimenta
nuestra inteligencia nos llevará a actuar en consecuencia; de ahí que la influencia de un líder sobre una persona influya
también en sus actos.
El líder, sí influye

Un ejemplo de cómo un líder influye en los actos de una persona, lo encontramos en los artistas, que usan determinada
ropa, la cual se pone de moda. Esa moda no es otra cosa que la información procesada por las mentes de las personas que
a la hora de ir a comprar ropa hacen una valoración inteligente que hace actuar a la voluntad para comprar lo que usa
aquel artista que es mi favorito. Así sucede no sólo con la ropa, sino en la forma de abordar un problema, encontrar una
solución, dialogar, afrontar la misma vida.De ninguna forma estamos diciendo que la persona sólo actúa por la influencia
de un solo líder, sino que los líderes influyen en una proporción que depende de cada persona, en como actúa y lo que
hace.
Con esto hemos visto de forma muy simple cómo el líder influye en otras personas, y la forma en que lo hace. Ahora la
pregunta hacia el líder es: ¿qué te gustaría dejar en este año Fraternal 2021-2022?, ¿unidad o desunión?, ¿amor u odio?,
¿caridad o apatía?... ¿verdad que es una gran responsabilidad?
¡Dios sabe lo que pasa por sus sentimientos, que le hacen perder la cabeza y la razón de la sin razón que influye por gracia del Espíritu y voluntad; porque evadir, reprimir y reorientar es lo mejor, frente al brillo intenso de esa Luz que deslumbra y confunde, pero que inspira, motiva como musa, y aleja la tristeza del corazón, Dios sabe que te ama, también
sabe lo que has perdido y lo que tines en tu corazón.
Vivat Jesus!
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Instalación de los nuevos ofíciales del Consejo 17192 San
Oscar Arnulfo Romero el 17 de Julio, 2021 donde juramento
como nuevo líder el Grand Knight Luis Guevara junto a todos
los nuevos funcionarios 2021-2022. La instalación contó con
la presencia del Worthy State Deputy de Maryland Vincent
Grauso y su Digna Esposa Mary Jane; el Padre Rigoberto,
vicario de la Iglesia San Marcos Evangelista estuvo a cargo
de la parte espiritual.

Funcionarios del Consejo 17545 San Bernardino
de Siena dijo presente en el Seminario de Programas & Membresias del Consejo del Estado de
Maryland (izq. a der.) FS Jorge Luis Goicochea;
Secretario Moises Fuentes-Acevedo; DGK Jose
Osmaro Echeverria.

Volume 2, Issue 2

Nuestra Señora y Patrona de los Caballeros de
Colon la Virgen de Guadalupe engalana el
vestíbulo de la Iglesia San Marcos Evangelista de
Hyattsville.

Funcionarios del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo
Romero dijo presente en el Seminario de Programas &
Membresias del Consejo del Estado de Maryland:
(sentados de izq. a der.) GK Luis Guevara; DGK Edwin
Hernandez. (parados de izq. a der.) FS Mario Villatoro;
DW Jesus Lopez; Director de Fe Eduardo Chicas y PGK
Edwin Velis.
www.kofc-md.org
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MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

52ND ANNUAL CASH

INCENTIVE RAFFLE
Benefit of the Charity and Scholarship Programs

GRAND PRIZE:

$20,000 CASH
2nd Prize: $3,000 CASH
3rd Prize: $1,500 CASH

DRAWING: SUNDAY, MARCH 27, 2022
FOUNDERS DAY DINNER
Fr. Rosensteel Council No. 2169, Silver Spring, MD
Contributions, Gifts, etc., paid to Maryland State Council-K.C. are not deductible as charitable contributions.

$1.00 PER TICKET

$1.00 PER TICKET
Winner responsible for all taxes.
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We all want to deepen our faith and grow in
Christ. To experience that blessing, we invite
you to join brother Knights in a virtual retreat
custom-designed for Knights based on the
example of St. Joseph. It’s an incredible opportunity for men to explore the importance
of pursing a life of faith and service to others
in this Year of St. Joseph.
Register to join our Maryland brothers on
August 28th starting at 8 am until noon ET.
This is free and open to all Catholic men.

RSVP: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJ0rceqorTotEtaxK_VeQdiN-tSHXPxhUDL-

Grand Knights – Work to establish a prayerful culture of life in your Council meetings this year. Consider ordering Prayer card 4237 (English or Spanish) to distribute to your membership. Then during your Life Director’s report, pray together and Celebrate the Gospel of Life. If you have any Life Program questions, please
reach out to me John Sniezek johnsniezek1969@gmail.com
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Steve Cohen, PSD, is the Associate Regional Growth & Training Director for the North Central Region of the
Knights of Columbus. PSD Cohen holds training events for Grand Knights, Membership Directors, and all
interested Knights.

Here are the August Training dates for our Region. Please note that if you register you should make every attempt to be at the training. THEY ARE NOT RECORDED.
1. COUNCIL GROWTH TRAINING – SATURDAY AUGUST 14 AT 10:00 AM
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4901312091447259151

2. COUNCIL GROWTH TRAINING – WEDNESDAY AUGUST 18 AT 7:00 PM
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/402274337820609551
3. COUNCIL GROWTH TRAINING – WEDNESDAY AUGUST 25 AT 7:00 PM
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1952830924077865743

PSD Cohen can be reached at: steve.cohen@kofc.org or 203-430-8528

References:
State Chaplain—Lumen Gentium 11 - Lumen gentium (vatican.va)
State Chaplain—Deus Caritas Est, no 14 —Deus caritas est (December 25, 2005) | BENEDICT XVI (vatican.va)
State Chaplain—On the Eucharist, no 20, 39—Encyclical Letter Ecclesia de Eucharistia (vatican.va)
State Chaplain—Sacramentum Caritatis, no 89—Sacramentum Caritatis: Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharist as the
Source and Summit of the Church's Life and Mission (22 February 2007) | BENEDICT XVI (vatican.va)
Supreme Knight—Mt 20:28—Matthew, CHAPTER 20 | USCCB
Supreme Knight—Jn 15:13—John, CHAPTER 15 | USCCB
State Deputy—Supreme Convention—www.kofc.org/convention
State Deputy—Covid Recovery Program—COVID RECOVERY PROGRAM (CRP) | Knights of Columbus (kofc.org)
Novena to Blessed Fr. McGivney—A Novena to Blessed Michael McGivney (kofc.org)
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A documentary produced by the Knights of Columbus, Enduring Faith: The Story of Native American Catholics, is now available
for viewing online. You are invited to watch and share this new film, which explores the rich legacy of the Catholic faith among
Indigenous communities and offers a beautiful example of how Christ reveals himself through the uniqueness of every culture.

Enduring Faith: The Story of Native American Catholics
• Discover how, in the 16th century, Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared as a mestiza woman to an Indigenous elder and inspired the
largest conversion in world history.
• Hear the moving story of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, a 17th-century Algonquin-Mohawk woman who was canonized in 2012.
• Learn about a 20th-century Lakota healer, Nicholas Black Elk, whose cause for canonization is currently open.

Little Sisters Of The Poor:

Liturgical Calendar

3 Aug St. John Vianney, Priest
5 Aug Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
Next Drop-Off: 21 Aug 10AM-12 Noon
9 Aug St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
10 Aug St. Clare, Virgin
Drop Off Locations:
13 Aug St. Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and Martyr
• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center,
Blessed Michael J. McGivney, Priest
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St &
St Mary’s Place)
15 Aug Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Vir• St. Michael's Council #2065, St. Michael's Club Hall, RT- gin Mary
19 Aug St. Bernard, Abbott and Doctor of the Church
5 & RT-235 Ridge, P.O. Box 131, Ridge, MD 20680
20 Aug St. Pius X, Pope
• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens,
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236
23 Aug St. Bartholomew, Apostle
26 Aug St. Monica
• Charles Carroll Council #15985 St. Joseph on Carrollton
Manor, 5843 Manor Woods Rd., Frederick, MD 21703
27 Aug St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
2 Sep St. Gregory the Great, Doctor of the Church
• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910
7 Sep Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 8 Sep St. Peter Clavier, Priest
Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042
13 Sep Feast of the Exultation of the Holy Cross
14 Sep Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows
• Pangborn Council #1365, Council Home, 20340 Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown, MD 21742
15 Sep St. Cornelius, Pope and St. Cyprian, Bishop,
Note: If a council is planning on utilizing Pangborn Council Martyrs
please coordinate with the Grand Knight, Robert Skok, at
rskok012@gmail.com at home (410) 672-2294 or cell (443) 20 Sep St. Matthew, Apostle and evangelist
710-5330
28 Sep Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels
29 Sep St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church
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STATE CALENDAR
MONTH
AUGUST 2021

DATE
8/3 - 5

EVENT
SUPREME CONVENTION

WHERE
VIRTUAL CONVENTION

8/10

PROGRAM & MEMBERSHIP
SEMINAR
BALTIMORE CHAPTER I
NSTALLATION
SETON CHAPTER
INSTALLATION
TROTT TESTIMONIAL
F.S. SEMINAR

FR. ROSENSTEEL COUNCIL
#2169
OUR LADY OF FATIMA CHURCH
BALTIMORE
SETON SHRINE

8/28

CROSS CATHOLIC VIRTUAL
RETREAT

VIRTUAL

9/11

FAMILY PICNIC

TBD

9/18
9/26

F.S. SEMINAR
MC NAMARA CHAPTER
INSTALLATION

VIRTUAL
ST JOSEPH CHURCH
LARGO

10/2

NAVY FOOTBALL
VS UCF
COLUMBUS DAY GALA

NAVY MEMORIAL STADIUM
ANNAPOLIS
DOUBLE TREE HOTEL,
ANNAPOLIS
UNION STATION
WASHINGTON DC
TBD

8/15
8/22
8/28
8/28

SEPTEMBER 2021

OCTOBER 2021

10/9
10/11

10/16

10/23

TBD
TBD
NOVEMBER 2021

Volume 2, Issue 2

COLUMBUS DAY
CELEBRATION
ARCHDIOCESE OF
WASHINGTON DISTRICT
EXEMPLIFICATION
STATE COUNCIL “FALL”
MEETING
STATE TOUR

CARDINAL GIBBONS
VIRTUAL

NATIONAL SHRINE OF
SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON

COLUMBUS DAY
COMMEMORATION

WREATH LAYING, COLUMBUS
PLAZA, LITTLE ITALY

11/6

MARYLAND DISTRICT
EXEMPLIFICATION

TBD

11/6

MORNING OF REFLECTION

11/13
11/14

SOCCER SHOOTOUT
STATE COUNCIL MEMORIAL
MASS & RECEPTION

ST MARY’S SPIRITUAL CTR.,
BALTIMORE
TBD
OUR LADY OF GRACE CHURCH
SILVER SPRING

www.kofc-md.org
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We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos
from state events.

The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the community-group newsletter or other established forms of communication.
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local
council pages for events in within their specific council and community;
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers
will be posted to the official MD State page.
Facebook
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United

https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
STATE NEWSLETTER
Official Publication of the
Maryland State Council
Published Monthly
P.O Box 1468
Bowie, MD 20717
State Deputy …………………… Vincent Grauso
vgrauso@yahoo.com
(410) 340-5216
State Secretary ……………Christopher L. Powers
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com
(301) 481-7208

Instagram
koc_md_united

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/

State Treasurer ………… Anthony N. Salvemini
a.ns@comcast.net
(240) 472-7645
State Advocate ……………
JWinfrey@verizon.net

John F. Winfrey
(301) 345-3794

State Warden ………………
ronaldh246@verizon.net

Ronald G. Hassan
(410) 841-9103

Executive Secretary ………
KofC-MD@hotmail.com

Dale W. Trott
(443) 968-0428

STATE NEWSLETTER
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Koscho
5800 Chris Mar Ave.
Clinton, MD 20735
jkoscho@hotmail.com
(301) 659-9101
Photographer . . . . . . . . . John Fox
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon
Photographer . . . . . Walt Leskuski
Photographer . . . . . . . .Rick Askins

EDITOR’S CORNER
The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Council aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder.
Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to
the
Public
Relations
Director,
Vernon
Hawkins,
Jr.
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms.
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .
baward2006@gmail.com

Beth Ward
(301) 873-4015

Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . .
Cynthia Santiago
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com (267) 252-5020
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