




This project greatly helped the Grace Center for Maternal and Women's Health, a.k.a., Shirley Grace 
Pregnancy Center, located in Berlin, Maryland, which ultimately. will help many local women.    

The Grace Center had a very old ultrasound machine, and the cost to replace its ultrasound machines
was prohibitive due to the extremely high cost.  This new, state of the art machine will provide a window 
to the womb through which a mother can see her developing child and hear her baby's heartbeat.

Council #9053 realized that the Grace Center needed a new ultrasound machine.  This prompted 9053 
to take a vote to dedicate one month of its bingo net proceeds to this need of the Grace Center – 
calling the effort ‘Bingo for Babies’.  Council #9053 promoted the effort in the three local Catholic 
Churches in the Ocean City (Maryland) area, as well as, in the local newspapers.  With idea that if the 
State and/or local Council could raises 50% of the ultrasound machine cost and that the Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Council would provide the other 50% funding for purchase of an ultrasound, 9053 
went to work holding its fundraising effort ‘Bingo for Babies’.went to work holding its fundraising effort ‘Bingo for Babies’.

When our bingo net proceeds amounted to $6,000.00, 9053 solicited additional donations of:  $1,000.00 
from Assembly #2454; $2,000.00 from the OC Lady Knights Auxiliary, Inc.; and $4,000.00 from the 
Maryland State Council -- 9053 raised $13,000.00 – half the cost of a new ultrasound machine.  Supreme 
matched the $13,000.00, thus allowing us to purchase a new ultrasound machine for the Grace Center 
with delivery of it on 11 June 2020.  In September, based on COVID-19 restrictions, the Grace Center 
held its 10   Anniversary celebration with representation from the Diocese of Wilmington, Sate Council, 
Council #9053 and local dignitaries.  Council #9053 had spearheaded a fantastic effort to bring this new Council #9053 and local dignitaries.  Council #9053 had spearheaded a fantastic effort to bring this new 
ultrasound machine to fruition, and ultimately, it will help many local women.  This project was a super 
success story with an additional $750 above the cost of the ultrasound purchase donated to the Grace 
Center.
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