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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

Celebrating “Saint Patrick” on March 17th 

This week is one of the Holiest weeks for us Catholics.  It marks the beginning of Easter with Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday, as the Triduum.  As Christians we honor Christ’s death and 

celebrate his resurrection.  Jews celebrate Passover, a time when the angel of death passed over the 

homes of true believers. 

Easter is the season of rebirth and renewal.  It is a time to be willing to be introspective and examine 

our own beliefs.  Commit yourself to principles that will be transcendent.  To reflect on WHO WE ARE 

and WHO DO WE WANT TO BE?  This is the question that each of us must answer to be true to your-

self. 

Jesus teaches us that we are all brothers and sisters regardless of color, creed or religion.  As individu-

als, we need to treat each other with respect and dignity and to show kindness and empathy in order to 

be inclusive.  These are the tenets that we practice as Catholics.  This is an opportunity for the 

Knights of Columbus and their families to seize the moment to shine and outwardly practice the pillars 

upon which Fr. McGivney founded the Knights. Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  If ever there was a time to champion 

these pillars, NOW is the time.   

This year has been filled with many challenges for all of us to experience and bear witness: COVID-19, racial injustice captured on 

live TV, discrimination and hatred of Asians, and those among us who challenge wearing masks. 

We are finally at the end of the tunnel and we can see the light.  We are thankful for the vaccines that are being distributed.  But re-

cently, the CDC warned of an “impending doom”.  COVID spikes are increasing throughout the country due to many states opening 

up and not mandating that people still wear masks, wash their hands and maintain social distancing.  Less than 20% of our popula-

tion is fully immunized.  We need to live right otherwise the variants, which are 80-100% more contagious, are going to make peo-

ple sick, hospitalized, and dead.  How many people need to die before people get vaccinated and continue to follow the current CDC 

guidelines?  The numbers tell the story.  Science is based on verified facts to be true.  “Wear the damn mask” as Gov. Hogan tells 

us.  We should want to be good countrymen, patriots, good citizens.  We should want to protect not only ourselves but others around 

us.  What it boils down to: Do you care enough about others and their safety? 

As God’s children we are so needed and so loved.  Our power has always been rooted in ourselves, in the people.  As Christians we 

need to grow a society of equality, liberty and justice for all. We need to understand what is at stake.   

We are called to use our faith to protect the defenseless and champion equality and truth.  Who we are and who we must become as a 

people, a nation, that expands democracy, that protects justice as a current promise to the collective [I pledge Allegiance……. Liber-

ty and justice for all] not a future hope.  One that delivers equality and equity knowing that both are required.  Together we as a peo-

ple/nation need to reaffirm that we stand up for these ideals.   

This country’s foundation is based on the millions of immigrants like my grandfather who came here as a young man, served in 

WWI, and worked on constructing roadways building this country’s infrastructure as have many other immigrants.  It is because of 

these hard working immigrants that this country is the nation that it is today.  We all share bonds across racial, ethnic and national 

boundaries that are woven into the fabric of our country. A powerful reminder of our strength when we connect with each other, a 

symbol of how we can rise up. 

Our country is a beacon of hope to all nations and all people experiencing strife in their homelands and are looking for an opportuni-

ty of a better life for their families.  This is the land of opportunity where hard working people can make a better life for themselves. 

We are at a precipice today that we need to face.  Whether it be: A choice to wear a mask; A choice to care about others; A choice to 

get vaccinated; A choice to lend a helping hand; A choice to have difficult discussion’s regarding racial injustice.  Our country is 

ever changing; we are a country with multiple races of every type of human being.  We need to make a choice. Do we live up to 

God’s teachings and treating each other as brothers and sisters, equality for all, or do we stand by and watch our country be torn 

apart and with it our democracy.  The choice is yours to make.  The world is watching. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for allowing us to celebrate our journey and our struggles.  Thank you for the hero’s that you have 

brought forth into our lives and your legacy, Jesus sacrificing his life for us.  Thank you for what we have done in the past and what 

you have in store for us in Jesus’ name we pray. 

Wishing you all a Safe and Happy Easter 


