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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Divine Mercy and Your Family  

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

As you and your family arrived at your parish church for Easter Sunday Mass, you 

may have noticed that the parking lot was more crowded than usual.  In fact, the 

church was probably filled to overflowing.  As I celebrate Easter Sunday Mass, I am 

always happy to see so many people filling the pews. Yet, in many parishes, espe-

cially in North America, the crowds are gone on the following Sunday. It has been 

traditionally called “Low Sunday,” and more than a few pastors have dubbed it “low-

attendance” Sunday!  

Since Pope John Paul II canonized St. Faustina Kowalska in April 2000, the Second 

Sunday of Easter has officially become known as Divine Mercy Sunday, and it is a 

wonderful key to the Church’s extended celebration of Easter.  During Holy Week 

and on Easter Sunday, the Church remembers, and in a certain sense relives, the 

Lord’s victory over sin and death.  Easter is a celebration of the Lord’s merciful love 

— a love that is tender and personal, and yet a love that is so strong that it triumphs 

over sin and death.  

MERCY IN OUR TIME  

After Easter Sunday, we don’t want to simply return to “business as usual” — living 

as if the Lord had not come into the world; living as if he had not died for our sins; living as if he did not rise up in tri-

umph, giving us the possibility of finding mercy, forgiveness, the restoration of true joy in our lives.   

In an era when Mass attendance is in decline, Knights of Columbus families should make it a priority to take part in 

Mass every Sunday and encourage our extended families to participate in Sunday Mass as well. It’s easy to imagine Fa-

ther McGivney telling parishioners at St. Mary’s Church that he missed seeing them if they weren’t at Mass.  From his 

place in eternity, Father McGivney should see all of us in church every Sunday!  

How easy it is to forget even God’s greatest gifts — and no gift is greater than his Son, who is “Mercy Incarnate.” Or as 

Pope Francis put it in announcing the Year of Mercy, Jesus Christ is “the face of the Father’s mercy.”   

In Poland in the 1930s, Sister Faustina Kowalska was given extraordinary revelations concerning the mercy of God. She 

received this message of Divine Mercy at a time when the world was beset by wars and totalitarian governments. This 

message is no less crucial in our conflicted times, amid threats of terrorism, religious persecution and an unmerciful sec-

ularism.  

I think of how concerned my brother Knights must be as they see their children and grandchildren growing up in a world 

that, for all its many blessings, has also become a harsher, less civil place.  In the words of the late Cardinal Francis 

George, we live in a world that “permits everything and forgives nothing.”  How important that all of us, including 

Knights of Columbus families, tap into the power of God’s mercy as we seek to live the principles of the Order and build 

our broken world into a true civilization of love.  

THE FAMILY: A SCHOOL OF LOVE  

Just as the Church exists to share God’s self-giving and merciful love, so too the domestic church, the family, is called to 

share God’s self-giving and merciful love. Husbands and wives know from experience how important it is to share 

God’s love with each other, and also with their children. The family is a school of love, a school wherein young people 

learn how to give of themselves to others and where they learn how to be forgiven and to forgive in turn. No doubt such 

formation in love and mercy is easier said than done.   

Reprinted from the April 2016 edition of Columbia 
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 
Dear Brother Knights, 

Peace be with you!  

The joyful message of Easter for us is clear and perfect.  That our Good Lord, Jesus Christ gave up 
His life, and from the grave He was raised to life again on the third day and new life rises from the 
ashes of death.  In short, Jesus has risen from the tomb; Jesus is alive!!!  The Feast of the Resurrec-
tion or Easter is the greatest and the most important feast in the church.  It marks the birthday of our 
eternal hope.  It is our celebration of Christ’s victory over the grave, the gift of eternal life for all 
who believe in Him.  We rise from the ashes of sin and guilt and are refreshed and renewed by our 
living Lord and Savior with His forgiveness and the assurance that He still loves us and will contin-
ue to give us the strength we need. 

We celebrate Easter with pride and jubilation because it is the basis of our Christian faith, and it 
proves that Jesus is God.  As St Paul says: “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 

vain; and your faith is in vain....And if Christ has not been raised, then your Faith is a delusion and you are still lost in your 
sins....But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” ( I Cor 15:14,17,20).  If Jesus 
did not rise from the dead, then the Church is fraud and our Faith is a sham.  But if Jesus really did rise from the dead, his message is 
true!  All our Christian doctrines and teachings are founded on the truth of the Resurrection of Jesus.  The central theme of the 
Church’s teaching and the preaching of the Apostles is “Jesus is Lord; He is Risen!” (Roman 10:9).  The Easter Feast or the celebra-
tion of the Feast of Resurrection of our Lord gives  us hope and encouragement in this world of pain, sorrows, and tears.  It  reminds 
us that life is worth living.  It is our belief in the Real Presence of the Risen Lord in our souls, in the Church, in the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and in Heaven that gives meaning to our personal and common prayers.  Our trust and faith in the presence of the Risen Lord 
gives us strength to fight against temptations and freedom from unnecessary worries and fears.  St Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland 
inspires  us through  his beautiful prayer that reads: “Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ within me, never to part.” 

The Feast of the Resurrection brings us the joyful message that we are a “Resurrection people”, we are not supposed to lie buried in 
the tomb of our sins, bad habits, and dangerous addictions to worldly things.  It gives us the Good News that no tomb can hold us 
down anymore - not even the tomb of despair, discouragement, doubt or death itself.  Instead, we are called to live a joyful and 
peaceful life, constantly experiencing the real presence of the Risen Lord in all our activities, duties and responsibilities in the Order, 
in the Church, in the society, and in the ordinary events of our lives.  The living presence of the Risen Lord in our lives will give us 
lasting peace and joy in the face of boredom, suffering, pain, and tensions of our day to day life.  For a true believer of the Risen 
Lord, every day must be an Easter day lived joyfully in the close company of Christ. 

We as members of the Knights of Columbus, are called to be bearers of the Good News, to be transparent Christians, showing others, 
through our lives of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and self sacrificing service, that the Risen Lord is living in our hearts.  We as bearers 
of the Good News of the Resurrection must take hold in our own lives the Power of the Resurrection.  But first of all, we must be 
ready to respond to the call of the Resurrection, we are called to die to sin, to die to self, to die to our dreams, so that God can do 
what He wants to do with our lives. Resurrection is about seeing our world in a new way.  Sometimes, the things we think we want 
most are not granted to us.  What we get instead is an experience of God’s new way of working in our lives and  in the world.  That’s 
the power of the Resurrection.  When those moments come, we must spread the news, “Jesus is Lord; Jesus is Alive.......... We have 
seen the Lord!” 

We are called to spread the Good News of the Resurrection and encounter the Risen Jesus through our brothers and sisters who are 
suffering and wounded.  They are suffering and wounded because of the social injustice in our society, racial discriminations, dis-
tractions of Family values, disrespectful of Human dignity, poverty and homelessness, addiction and crimes all over.  All of us are 
wounded.  First, we all experience the large wound caused by original sin.  Although we are baptized and original sin has been 
cleansed from our soul, our human nature has been wounded. There other wounds that are smaller.  We have wounds that are caused 
by sickness and the wounds that are caused by problems, adversities, challenges and the disappointments of life. 

All of us are wounded.  Even Jesus is wounded.  But the Risen Lord brings us the Good News that we can find hope, strength and 
real healing by taking our wounds and uniting them to his wounds.  Where can we encounter the Risen and wounded Jesus?  As Je-
sus hung on the cross, all of his blood flowed from his wounds.  The eternal reminder of his wounds tells us that we are to experience 
him in the Eucharist and in the Sacrament of Confession.  By coming to Jesus every day at Mass, for visits and adoration; by encoun-
tering the God of mercy through the awesome gift of the sacrament of forgiveness, we can dispel the despair, the discouragement and 
the fear that may fill our lives.  We need to bring our wounds to the Risen and wounded Jesus everyday in the Eucharist.  It is there, 
at the tabernacle, that his wounds will heal us. 

May the Risen Lord heal your body and soul and fill your home with peace and joy! Happy Easter.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Fr jojo t 
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SUPREME KNIGHT  

To Receive and Give Life  
IN 1980, I had the opportunity to speak in Rome at a conference on the future of 

the family in Europe and Africa, which was sponsored by the Catholic University 

of the Sacred Heart’s medical school.  

During the meeting, a young African mother introduced herself and her new baby.  

She told us that her child’s name was “Gift Francis” and that she chose that name 

because when she was pregnant her parish priest, who was a Franciscan mission-

ary, told her that her child was a gift from God.  

I thought of Gift Francis last Advent when Pope Francis lamented nations that have 

entered a demographic winter because they have “chosen sterility.”  Pope Francis 

contrasted this with the Christian’s way of life that is open “to receive and give 

life.”  

The pope’s words followed a recent study published by Demographic Intelligence, 

which reports that the U.S. birthrate has fallen to a 30-year low of 1.77 children per 

woman. The study predicts that the U.S. birthrate will be at its lowest rate of growth since the Great Depression years of 

1936-1937.  

Numerous factors influence this negative growth; we identified many during our conference back in 1980.  But now 

some experts suggest there may be a new factor: a correlation between the birth rate and increased use of social media.  

They say more time spent in virtual reality has not only diminished real human interaction but created a new hesitation 

to commit to long-term relationships such as marriage and especially to the responsibility of raising children.  

In an earlier column this year, I wrote about the coming of a new crisis as developments in science in areas such as arti-

ficial intelligence, robotics and genetics increasingly blur our understanding of what it means to be human and even to 

act in a human way.  

I wrote that, in this regard, Pope Paul VI’s 1968 encyclical, Humanae Vitae, was truly prophetic.  

As we approach the 50th anniversary of the encyclical, let us strive to recover its central teaching, that “married love 

particularly reveals its true nature and nobility when we realize that it takes its origin from God, who ‘is love,’” (8) and 

that “this love is above all fully human”(9).  

If we do not recover this understanding of the “true nature and nobility” of married love, many younger Catholics living 

in a thoroughly secularized culture will find it increasingly difficult — if not impossible — to understand “human fulfill-

ment” and what it means to be “fully human.”  

We need more Catholic couples to adopt the attitude described by Pope Francis: a life of such generosity and sacrifice 

that they are willing “to receive and give life.”  

This will require all of us to make greater efforts to transmit the central teaching of Humanae Vitae regarding the dignity 

and mission of marriage. This is one of the great pastoral challenges facing the Church in our time.  

The Knights of Columbus is seeking to strengthen Catholic families by helping men and women understand their mis-

sion as both spouses and parents in terms of a “domestic church.”  

We hope more Catholic families will appreciate in their daily lives how, in the words of Paul VI, “the marriage of those 

who have been baptized … represents the union of Christ and His Church” (8).  

At times, this will require Catholic couples to act heroically. At times, all of us will respond imperfectly.  But this should 

only make us more, not less, determined to accompany and assist each other in fulfilling the noble mission given to our 

families.  The safeguarding of this mission has been entrusted, through Father McGivney’s foresight, to our noble Order. 

Vivat Jesus!  
 

Editors Note: This column will continue to feature articles written by the 13th Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson until 

the body of written articles from the 14th Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly increases. 

 

Reprinted from April 2018 issue of Columbia Magazine 

Past Supreme Knight  

Carl A. Anderson 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

I hope everyone has a blessed Easter this year.  We are in the holiest week of the 

year and we are celebrating the one-year anniversary of the pandemic.  Even though 

there are still restrictions in churches you can still spend some time during Holy 

Week by attending the Triduum virtually or in a church if you are comfortable.  

Archbishop Lori’s challenge this month is to pray the Stations of the Cross and to 

aid fellow parishioners in remembering Christ’s passion, in anticipation of the resur-

rection. 

We had a great Founder’s Day Mass in March and honored some local heroes.  I 

thank everyone that participated especially Terry Waters, Bill Newbrough, Stephen 

Bayliff and Tom Chayka for their help in choosing the winners of the awards.  Fr 

JoJo, our state chaplain, Fr. Don Grzymski, Associate State Chaplain, and Fr Ward 

the pastor of Our Lady of the Fields celebrated a beautiful mass for the first Founder’s Day since Blessed Fr 

McGivney’s beatification. 

As we prepare for our state convention this year, we are going to be using the Supreme Council sponsored pro-

grams.  The convention will be transmitted to the state council using GoToWebinar.  If there is any voting to be 

done at the convention, we will be using ElectionBuddy.  These two programs were demonstrated and they worked 

seamlessly together.  State Secretary Chris Powers will be collecting email addresses for all delegates so they can 

be entered into ElectionBuddy.  This year all 3rd degree members will be able to attend the convention virtually but 

only two delegates from each council will be allowed to vote.  We are looking forward to a smooth running con-

vention this year.  Voting can be done on a computer, tablet or smartphone and members can gather as a council to 

attend the convention. 

As our members start to get vaccinated we look forward to getting back together in our churches and our councils.  

However, the new virtual format can still be used in order to provide members who cannot attend meetings or 

events in person.  We should continue to practice our “Leave No Neighbor Behind” approach to activities and 

reach out to our members, our parishes and the community. 

As always, as Knights we should remember “We are Servant Leaders”. 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

Celebrating “Saint Patrick” on March 17th 

This week is one of the Holiest weeks for us Catholics.  It marks the beginning of Easter with Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday, as the Triduum.  As Christians we honor Christ’s death and 

celebrate his resurrection.  Jews celebrate Passover, a time when the angel of death passed over the 

homes of true believers. 

Easter is the season of rebirth and renewal.  It is a time to be willing to be introspective and examine 

our own beliefs.  Commit yourself to principles that will be transcendent.  To reflect on WHO WE ARE 

and WHO DO WE WANT TO BE?  This is the question that each of us must answer to be true to your-

self. 

Jesus teaches us that we are all brothers and sisters regardless of color, creed or religion.  As individu-

als, we need to treat each other with respect and dignity and to show kindness and empathy in order to 

be inclusive.  These are the tenets that we practice as Catholics.  This is an opportunity for the 

Knights of Columbus and their families to seize the moment to shine and outwardly practice the pillars 

upon which Fr. McGivney founded the Knights. Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  If ever there was a time to champion 

these pillars, NOW is the time.   

This year has been filled with many challenges for all of us to experience and bear witness: COVID-19, racial injustice captured on 

live TV, discrimination and hatred of Asians, and those among us who challenge wearing masks. 

We are finally at the end of the tunnel and we can see the light.  We are thankful for the vaccines that are being distributed.  But re-

cently, the CDC warned of an “impending doom”.  COVID spikes are increasing throughout the country due to many states opening 

up and not mandating that people still wear masks, wash their hands and maintain social distancing.  Less than 20% of our popula-

tion is fully immunized.  We need to live right otherwise the variants, which are 80-100% more contagious, are going to make peo-

ple sick, hospitalized, and dead.  How many people need to die before people get vaccinated and continue to follow the current CDC 

guidelines?  The numbers tell the story.  Science is based on verified facts to be true.  “Wear the damn mask” as Gov. Hogan tells 

us.  We should want to be good countrymen, patriots, good citizens.  We should want to protect not only ourselves but others around 

us.  What it boils down to: Do you care enough about others and their safety? 

As God’s children we are so needed and so loved.  Our power has always been rooted in ourselves, in the people.  As Christians we 

need to grow a society of equality, liberty and justice for all. We need to understand what is at stake.   

We are called to use our faith to protect the defenseless and champion equality and truth.  Who we are and who we must become as a 

people, a nation, that expands democracy, that protects justice as a current promise to the collective [I pledge Allegiance……. Liber-

ty and justice for all] not a future hope.  One that delivers equality and equity knowing that both are required.  Together we as a peo-

ple/nation need to reaffirm that we stand up for these ideals.   

This country’s foundation is based on the millions of immigrants like my grandfather who came here as a young man, served in 

WWI, and worked on constructing roadways building this country’s infrastructure as have many other immigrants.  It is because of 

these hard working immigrants that this country is the nation that it is today.  We all share bonds across racial, ethnic and national 

boundaries that are woven into the fabric of our country. A powerful reminder of our strength when we connect with each other, a 

symbol of how we can rise up. 

Our country is a beacon of hope to all nations and all people experiencing strife in their homelands and are looking for an opportuni-

ty of a better life for their families.  This is the land of opportunity where hard working people can make a better life for themselves. 

We are at a precipice today that we need to face.  Whether it be: A choice to wear a mask; A choice to care about others; A choice to 

get vaccinated; A choice to lend a helping hand; A choice to have difficult discussion’s regarding racial injustice.  Our country is 

ever changing; we are a country with multiple races of every type of human being.  We need to make a choice. Do we live up to 

God’s teachings and treating each other as brothers and sisters, equality for all, or do we stand by and watch our country be torn 

apart and with it our democracy.  The choice is yours to make.  The world is watching. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for allowing us to celebrate our journey and our struggles.  Thank you for the hero’s that you have 

brought forth into our lives and your legacy, Jesus sacrificing his life for us.  Thank you for what we have done in the past and what 

you have in store for us in Jesus’ name we pray. 

Wishing you all a Safe and Happy Easter 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

As I sit here wondering what to say this month. I am thinking about what to say that would motivate councils 

to put on that final big push to help grow.  The one thought that comes to mind is certainly not a new one.  It is 

one that I have heard many times over the past few months.  “Stop worrying about the things you can’t do and 

do the things you can do”. 

Let me try to explain what that means.  I recently received several reports from Regional Advisors concerning 

councils who have not yet brought in any new Brothers during this Fraternal Year.  I am sure you can tell me 

what the excuses were.  “It’s a pandemic out there, the churches are closed, for the ones that are open not 

many people are attending Mass, our buildings are closed so we can’t meet”.  I can go on and on. But I am 

sure you get the point. 

Here is the problem with that train of thought.  There are many councils who have found ways to stay active.  

They are not thinking about what they cannot do.  They are doing things they can do.  They are holding virtual 

meetings; they are having prayer hours virtually and inviting men and their families who are not Knights.  

They are saying the rosary outside the church after masses.  They are holding take out fish fries.  They are 

sponsoring prayer hours.  They are collecting supplies for the Little Sisters of the Poor.  They are collecting 

food to help supply their local food pantries.  They are contacting not only their members but parish members 

to find out if they are in need of assistance.  I can go on and on. 

The bottom line is the councils that are staying active are also growing.  We have councils who have already 

reach their Star Council Quota.  We have councils who are within reach of making Star Council.  The Program 

Director has received over 1,000 activity reports.  What this is telling me is if you want to do it you can.   

If you are having trouble coming up with ideas to stay active you can contact me, your regional advisors, your 

DD’s, the state officers or anyone else on the state team.  All of us would be more than happy to assist.  

When you read this, we will have three months left in the Fraternal Year.  I know you can do it.  Let’s not 

think about things we cannot do but about things we can do.  

 

123rd Maryland State Convention Update 

My Brother Knights and Dear Ladies, 

To all who registered for the now cancelled in-person 123rd Convention, we have refunded all your fees.  If 

you have not received your refund, please contact me to resolve this. 

The Princess Royale is sorry that we won’t be meeting there this spring.  The Hotel is offering us a reduced 

rate at the hotel if anyone would like to spend our weekend at the Ocean.  Call the direct reservation number 1-

800-476-9253 and reference the group code 3101 and the group name: KOC Individual. 

Please stay safe and healthy. 

Mike Sallese 

Convention Chairman 

Email: MSallese11@verizon.net 
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

We are blessed with celebrating the resurrection of the Lord on Easter Sunday during April, and we also are blessed with 

many opportunities to serve as the “hands of Christ” during the month, as well. Let’s take a few moments now to review 

some of these… 

April 10: The Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights is hosting a huge food packing event in partnership with Cross 

Catholic Outreach at Columbus Gardens that morning.  We are encouraging all GK’s, DD’s and State leaders to join us 

as we pack 40,000 meals- many of which will feed children in Guatemala and some of which will feed children in Balti-

more.  This will be our biggest community event of the year and we need at least 120 volunteers.  Please contact Paul 

Messina at 410-465-3178 or pgk4154@gmail.com and let him know you are coming.  Wives and families are welcome! 

April 17: Our monthly collection of supplies for the Little Sisters of the Poor continues on the third Saturday of each 

month.  Many of you are doing an outstanding job supporting this most worthy cause.  If your council is not a collection 

site, no worries.  Get your parish to support your efforts and then take all your supplies to one of our many sites located 

throughout Maryland. 

For more information, contact Walt Leskuski at 301-524-7257 or pfn.md384@gmail.com. 

April 24: This is our state-wide collection date for all car raffle tickets.  Find the collection site nearest you and refer to 

my email sent on March 18 for all details.  And please remember to include the ticket return form, with a check made 

payable to “Maryland State Council” with all your tickets.  And please keep all tickets loose (no rubber bands)! 

May: The Marigold Program is back! Life Director John Sniezek and Program Director Michael Leumas will be 

sharing information about this great Mother’s Day activity in the coming weeks.  With Mother’s Day occurring on May 

9, 2021, you will want to begin planning soon. 

June: The Maryland State Soccer Shootout event that we’ve all been waiting for is now scheduled for June 5, 2021!  

Community Director Bill Newbrough and Program Chairmen Brian Trott and Walt Williams are finalizing details 

now.  If you ran an event during the Fall or are planning to run one this Spring, then please let these men know by May 1 

so they can build plans for a great State Championship event! 

Finally, keep up the good work you are doing to put your faith into action!  Tell others about your program successes!  

Your council members, your pastor and parishioners, your families and your communities all should have a keen aware-

ness of how you are impacting lives in such a positive way!  And thanks for all that you are doing to make a meaningful 

difference.  We are servant leaders and your work in demonstrating that is greatly appreciated. 

Vivat Jesus!   

Terry  

Outdoor Rosary with Baltimore County Police 

The Knights of  Fatima Council #10137 will be leading a public rosary with the Baltimore County Police Department, 12th Pre-
cinct, Dundalk Station and you are invited to join us! 

Date and Time: Friday April 16th at 1:00 pm 

Location: 428 Westham Way, Dundalk, MD 21224  

Directions: If you are taking Interstate 95 you will get off at exit 59. Then  you will head east on Eastern Avenue about 1/2 Mile. On 
your left side you will see WestHam Way. You cannot miss the precinct- from there it is directly across from Oak Lawn Cemetery.  

If it rains or if the weather is bad we will pray the rosary inside Our Lady of Fatima Church. It is located at 6400 East Pratt Street, 
Baltimore MD 21224. It is approximately one mile from the precinct 12th. Hope to see you there! 

Thank you! 

Buzzy Stockman, DD #7 
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AROUND MARYLAND 
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 

The Keep Christ in Christmas Poster contest is a fun way to involve family members of the community into the Knights of Colum-

bus Faith In Action Programs.  It allows Knights in our councils to witness the creativity and optimism of the youth in our communi-

ties.  The Maryland State Annual Keep Christ in Christmas contest was slightly different for Christmas 2020—digital copies of en-

tries were allowed in lieu of hardcopy submissions.  Contest entrants competed in three age groups—ages 5 through 7, ages 8 

through 10, and ages 11 through 14.  The Maryland State Council received a total of 73 entries from 26 councils.  

 

Age 5 through 7 
1st Place 

Jonathan Suarez, 

Dundalk, MD 

Submitted by  

Bethlehem Council 

#2605 

2nd Place 

Tiana Ward, Oakland, MD 

Submitted by  

Oakland Council #1771 

3rd Place 

Oliver Derr, Point of Rocks, MD 

Submitted by  

St. Katherine Drexel Council #14011 
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Age 8 through 10 
1st Place 

Emily Vasquez, 

Temple Hills, MD 

Submitted by  

St. John the Evangelist 

Council #11171 

2nd Place 

Abigail Rosenberg, Elkridge, MD 

Submitted by  

St. John Neumann Council #11618 

3rd Place 

Kara Mehta, Ellicott City, MD 

Submitted by  

Fr. Michael J. McGivney Council #7025 
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Age 11 through 14 
1st Place 

Maia Te,  

Rosedale, MD 

Submitted by  

Cardinal Gibbons 

Council #2521 

2nd Place 

Lydia Reinhadt, Westminster, MD 

Submitted by  

Westminster Council #1393 

3rd Place 

Emma Guenin, Laurel, MD 

Submitted by  

Patuxent Council #2203 
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WHEELCHAIRS FOR VETS 

On Thursday March 25th , 2021, the MD State Council of the Knights of Columbus delivered 20 wheelchairs to members of the mil-
itary services and veterans undergoing medical treatment at Perry Point Veterans Administration (VA) Medical Center in Perryville, 
MD.  The program was organized by MD State Wheelchair Program Chairman Wayne Davis.  The presentation took place in the 
chapel of the Perry Point VA Medical Center and commenced at 2 PM. In attendance were MD State Deputy Vince Grauso, Immedi-
ate PSD Dale Trott, Master of the 4th Degree for the Maryland District Fritz Leach, Director of Community Programs Bill New-
brough, Don Kerns Past State 2nd Degree Chairman and Brother Knights of various councils in District 16 including Havre de Grace 
Council 2002 and Bel Air Council 4714.  In addition to the presentation of the wheelchairs, staff of Perry Point VA Medical Center 
recognized the dedication and commitment of the MD State Wheelchair Program Chair Wayne Davis for his many years of service 
to our nation’s military and veterans.   

(Photos by MD State Photographer Rick Askins) 

Fr. Jonathan Morse, Chaplain for the 

Perry Point VA Hospital and Chap-

lain for Corpus Christi Council 6188 

The Maryland Knights of Columbus Team with donated wheelchairs.  (l to r) IPSD 

Dale Trott, Master of the Maryland District Fritz Leach, MD Wheelchair Chairman 

Wayne Davis, State Deputy Vince Grauso and State Program Director Bill Newbrough 

State Program 

Director Bill 

Newbrough 

poses in front of 

a chapel stained 

glass window 

with the Em-

blem of the Or-

der inlay 
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VIRTUAL PLUNGE 

Grand Knight Herman Stewart 

from Council 11898 taking his 
“Virtual plunge” 

State Community Director Bill Newbrough taking his 

“virtual plunge” 

Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk 

with his teammate Lori Plaxen 
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FOUNDERS DAY MASS 

The Maryland State Knights of Columbus Family gathered together on the afternoon of March 21 at Our Lady 

of the Fields Church in Millersville.  Mass was celebrated by State Chaplain Fr. Jojo Opalda, JCB and concel-

ebrated with Associate State Chaplain Fr. Donald Grzymski, Pastor of Our Lady of the Fields Fr. Jack Ward, 

Fr. Jojo had the assistance of Assistant to the State Chaplain Deacon David J. Ludwikoski .  Founders Day cel-

ebrates the day Blessed Michael McGivney incorporated the order, March 29, 1882.  With Founders Day oc-

curring during Holy Week this year, the celebratory Mass was held early.  The Joint Color Corps included 

members from the Maryland District and the Archdiocese of Washington District. 

(Photos by State Photographer Bill McMahon) 

District Marshall 

Bill Copes ready 

to lead the Colors 

Presentation of the Colors 

Fr. Jojo giving the opening prayer while Fr. Don-

ald and Fr. Jack look on 

Lectors Tom O’Hara and Terry Waters 

Fr. Jojo 

delivers 

his homily 

Color 

Corps 

at the 

ready 

Deacon Dave proclaims the 

Gospel 

Presentation of the gifts 

State Deputy Vince Grauso 

addresses the congregation 
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2021 RECOGNITION AWARDS 

The Maryland State Council Annual Recognition Awards allows the councils in the Maryland Jurisdiction to recognize the out-
standing work of individuals in their local community.  The recognition awards program  chair, Stephen Bayliff, ran the selection 
program for the Citizen, Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, Firefighter, Police Officer, EMT, and Healthcare Worker of the year.  
Thomas Chayka is the Chairman for the Family of the Year program and ran that selection program.  The Maryland State Council 
would like to thank all of the councils that submitted their local council winners to the State recognition program and congratulate 
all selected for the awards a the State level.  Below are excerpts from the nomination packages. 

Citizen of the Year 2019-2020 

PHYLLIS WILLIAMS  

Ms. Williams been a member of the Patuxent Council 2203 family for 
more than 20 years.  Her participation on the Management team for the 
Council’s SHARE program and in partnership with the St. Mary of the 
Mills Parish food pantry, in 2020 the SHARE program provided 30,586 
pounds of food, worth $42,536, to individual clients, the Laurel Advoca-
cy and Referral Services (LARS), Elizabeth House as well as paying 
individuals. She participates in fundraising programs such as University 
of Maryland football and basketball games to raise funds for the Coun-
cil’s charitable programs.  She also participates in St. Mary of the Mills’ 
Usher program, Ladies of Charity and Sanctuary Society Programs 
along with continuous support of Veterans and Veteran Support Organi-
zations.. 

• Submitted by Patuxent Council 2203 

• Grand Knight Kyle Hubbard 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) of the Year 

ALESSANDRA BREEN Kensington Volunteer Fire Department  

After obtaining her formal education, Ms. Breen began to apply her knowledge and skills both to her 
community by volunteering for many twelve hour shifts with the Kensington Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, and as a nurse in the residency program with the National Institute of Health’s Endocrinology 
wing.  Both of these worlds came together on 4 April 2020 when Ms. Breen found herself at the right 
place at t he right time—She was able to perform an extraordinary life saving effort for a bicyclist 
who was involved in a multiple car collision.  The Bicyclist ended up pinned between a car and a 
“live” utility pole.  Through her quick actions, Ms. Breen helped in saving the man’s life! 

• Submitted by St. Joseph Manyanet Council 5567 

• Grand Knight Gavin Pereira  

Firefighter of the Year  

KALI DUCRE Laurel Volunteer Rescue Squad 

Ms. Ducre’s hard work as a Firefighter with the Laurel Rescue Squad 
earned het the position of Officer on the Rescue Squad’s Fire Suppres-
sion Unit—which is the first Fire Engineer to arrive on scene, and she 
was recently promoted to the position of Fire Sergeant. 

Ms. Ducre was part of a crew that responded to a large fire that re-
quired the use of personal air packs for each firefighter.  The fire was 
so intense that the air in the air packs actually ran out.  This did not 
stop Ms. Ducre or her crew.  Each Firefighter strapped on a second air 
pack and went back into the building to continue tackling the fire.  
They were eventually successful in suppressing the fire and prevented 
it from spreading  throughout the whole building. 

• Submitted by Patuxent Council 2203 

• Grand Knight Kyle Hubbard 

Phyllis Williams (center) 

Alessandra Breen (right) 

Kali Ducre (Center) 
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Law Enforcement Officer of the Year  

CORPORAL JESSICA JOHNSON Prince George’s County Police Department 

After graduating from the Police Academy, Corporal Johnson began her Public Service 

with the Beltsville Police District where she displayed her natural abilities to de-

escalate several domestic violence calls and to quickly solve very complex criminal 

investigations helping her achieve the position of Investigator. Corporal Johnson then 

successfully achieved the position of Tactical Flight Officer in the Special Operation 

Division’s Aviation Unit—the first female in this division since its inception in 1968.  

Helicopter Flight School is next for her.  When she graduates, she will be the first fe-

male pilot in the history of the Prince George’s County Police Department. 

• Submitted by James C. Fletcher Council 11422 

• Grand Knight Peter Methodius-Ngwodo  

Healthcare Worker of the Year 

ROBERTA “BERTIE” PATISHNOCK Holy Cross Hospital, Silver Spring 
Lady Patishnock serves as the Assistant Manager and Nurse in Charge of the Level III 

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).  The Women’s and Children’s division at Holy 

Cross Hospital is the busiest in Maryland, where over 10,000 babies are born every 

year with up to 14% of these babies requiring the loving and personal care of the 

NICU.  Bertie is a registered nurse, certified in Neonatal Intensive Care (RNC-NIC).  

She also is a recognized expert in her field who loves mentoring and teaching new 

NICU nurses the art of neonatal nursing.  It is a true calling, which is not taught in 

nursing school.  This effort takes many months of  one-on-one mentoring and training 

in order to provide compassionate care to the patients and families. 

• Submitted by Patuxent Council 2203 

• Grand Knight Kyle Hubbard 

Catholic Teacher of the Year 

SONJA LoVECCHIO St. John the Evangelist Catholic School, Clinton 
Mrs. LaVecchio tirelessly meets the needs of all of her Kindergarten students by keeping them fully 

engaged in their daily learning, which teaches them to become responsible and independent learners 

with a true love of God.  Instilling a desire to learn, setting reasonable educational goals and having 

fun in the process all creates a positive, successful learning environment where students of all abilities 

have the opportunity to excel/ 

Mrs. LaVecchio also creates a true partnership with each student’s parents outside of the classroom 

by effectively communicating her observations and concerns in Parent-Teacher conferences.  She is 

able to successfully navigate through sometimes difficult conferences by sharing thoughtful ideas and 

suggestions, which helps reassure parents of their son or daughter’ inevitable success. 

• Submitted by St. John the Evangelist Council 11171 

• Grand Knight John Page 

CCD Teacher of the Year  

KRISTY CASTONGUAY St. Mary of the Mills Church, Laurel 
Ms. Castonguay has served as a volunteer with the Parish Religious Education Pro-

gram for the past nine years, serving as an aide, a catechist for students in preschool, 

supporting prep events, sacramental Masses, Children’s liturgy of the Word and 

Vacation Bible Camp.  Ms. Castonguay has shined in all these roles!  Kristy also 

showed her Servant’s heart and desire to spread the Gospel through her willingness 

to adapt to a new virtual teaching and learning environment during this COVID-19 

pandemic.  Her attention to detail, thoroughness, responsiveness, and the care that 

she takes in planning and presenting her lessons, all expresses the love and care for 

the children and families she serves. 

• Submitted by Patuxent Council 2203 

• Grand Knight Kyle Hubbard 

James C. Fletcher Council 11422 Chancel-

lor Stephen Joy (center) receives the award 

for Corporal Johnson 

Roberta “Bertie” Patishnock (center) 

Sonja LoVecchio (Left) 

Kristy Castonguay (2nd from right) 
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Family of the Year  

THE JIMMY WILLIAMS, JR., SARAH PATISHNOCK AND PHYLLIS WILLIAMS FAMILY  

The Williams Family, which includes Sir Knight Jimmy Williams, his wife Lady Sarah Patishnock, Jimmy’s mother Lady Phyllis 

Williams, widow of Brother Knights James D. Williams, Sr., have given the Knights of Columbus over seven decades of service.  

The Williams family joined the Patuxent Council 2203 in 1999 and quickly made an impact by being involved in various roles such 

as running the council’s annual Soccer Shootout, Free Throw Championship, Easter Egg Hunt and Spelling Bee.  Jim Sr.’s excellent 

example of leadership helped to inspire Lady Phyllis and Jimmy Jr. in a way that continues to honor his legacy today.  

Lady Sarah Patishnock was introduced to the Knights of Columbus family through her father, PGK Gary Patishnock, who became 

the second Grand Knight of Resurrection of Our Lord Council in Laurel.  Sarah’s volunteer efforts with the Council’s Auxiliary in 

2006 were instrumental in helping the council achieve the Star Council Award. 

Lady Sarah Patishnock has continued with her charitable and leadership activities through: 

• Making and selling American Flag pins with her twin sister, Rachel, on September 12, 2001, while raising and donating over 

$400 in proceeds to the American Red Cross 

• Participating in Girl Scouts and Earning the Bronze Award for a project that benefitted the Brenner Animal Hospital in Laurel 

• Volunteering over ten hours per month with Laurel Cats, Inc. as a member of their fundraising committee 

Jimmy, Jr. followed in his father’s footsteps and became a member of Patuxent Council #2203 in 2011 when he turned 18.  Today 

he continues to use his skills to benefit others while serving in various capacities including as:  

• Patuxent Council’s Chancellor, Deputy Grand Knight, Grand Knight, Exemplification team member for 1st & 2nd degrees, 

Family Activities Director, and Secretary of the Centennial Committee 

• Patuxent Council SHARE food program co-coordinator 

• Archbishop Michael J. Curley Assembly’s Pilot, Captain, Faithful Navigator, Admiral, Membership Director and Trustee 

• Maryland State Council Box of Joy inaugural Chairman, Knighthood (3rd) Degree Conferring Officer, and District Warden of 

District #10 

Lady Phyllis has volunteered at more football and basketball games than any other Patuxent Council family member through the 

council’s fundraising program at the University of Maryland concessions.  She helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for the 

council’s fundraising program between 2007 and 2020. 

The SHARE program has been a 

stellar community support pro-

gram for the council and it has 

kept this family busy serving 

and supporting those who need 

low cost, nutritious groceries.  

This program distributes over 15 

tons of food annually. 

When Jimmy, Jr., Lady Sarah 

Patishnock, and Lady Phyllis 

Williams are not busy serving at 

a Knights of Columbus event, 

you will find them serving at the 

St. Mary of the Mills church in 

Laurel as ushers, traffic direc-

tors, members of the Ladies of 

Charity, Member of the Sanctu-

ary society, and keeping every-

one safe during this COVID-19 

Pandemic. L to R: State Community Activities Director Bill Newbrough, State Chaplain Fr. Jojo Opalda, Jr., 

Lady Phyllis Williams, Lady Sarah Patishnock, District Warden #10   SK Jimmy Williams, Jr., 

State Deputy Vince Grauso 
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HISPANIC PAGE 
Caballeros de Colón hacen presencia en la radio 

By: Mario Villatoro, FS Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Hyattsville  

Somos Hombres Católicos construyendo un puente hacia la FE 

La Fraternidad Caballeros de Colón cuenta ahora con un espacio radial en español en el área metropolitana de 
Washington DC, siguiendo las enseñanzas de Jesús quien dijo: "Vayan, pues, y hagan que todos los pueblos 
sean mis discípulos”. 

El programa titulado “Caballeros en Acción”, bajo la conducción de Louis Velis, Director de Programas del 
Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero y Willians Castillo, DD14 del Consejo del Estado en Maryland se 
transmite todos los sábados a la 1:00pm en las ondas de Radio Vida en Abundancia 1540AM. 

La iniciativa radial que comenzó el 6 de marzo, 2021 la impulsó el Distrito 14 del Consejo del Estado de Mar-
yland con el fin de informar y destacar las noticias, eventos y actividades de la organización de todos los con-
sejos hispanos pertenecientes al Distrito 14, Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero en Hyattsville; Conse-
jo 16611 San Juan Neumann de Baltimore; Consejo 13463 San Juan Diego de Gaithersburg y el Consejo 
17545 San Bernardino de Siena en Suitland. 

Bajo nuestro código de ética y conducta, los principios de los Caballeros de Colon de Caridad, Unidad, Frater-
nidad y Patriotismo sirven como la base de los valores fundamentales de la Orden los cuales son Integridad, 
Profesionalismo, Excelencia y Respeto. 

Las gestiones para lograr una mayor difusión de la Orden fraternal fue gracias al Capellán del Consejo 17192 
San Oscar Arnulfo Romero de Hyattsville, Maryland, y párroco de la Iglesia San Marcos Evangelista el Padre 
Roberto Cortes y líder de la Renovación Carismática de la Arquidiócesis de Washington, DC., quien nos dio 
oportunidad de difundir la palabra de Cristo. Como la primera carta de San Juan en el Capitulo dos nos dice: 
“Quien ama a su hermano permanece a la luz y no tropieza. Pero quien aborrece a su hermano esta y camina 
en las tinieblas”. 

La Caridad esta en el corazón de nuestro trabajo y nuestra Fe y siempre lo ha estado. Para los Caballeros de 
Colon Caridad significa apoyar una variedad prácticamente ilimitada de proyectos. Nuestro compromiso con el 
servicio de Caridad es solo una de muchas maneras con el que expresamos nuestra Fe católica. Estamos aquí 
para construir todos los días un puente fraternal internacional de caballeros católicos que desde su fundación 
en 1882 por el Padre Michael J. McGivney, pastor asistente de la Iglesia Santa Maria en New Haven, Connect-
icut ha mantenido su misión de apoyar a las familias en momentos de necesidad. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Primera edición del programa radial Caballeros en Acción pro-

ducido por el Distrito 14. Willians Castillo DD14 (izq) y Louis 

Velis (der), Director de los Programas Consejo 17192 San Os-

car Romero.  

Invitados al 1er Programa de radio Caballeros en Acción. Ana 

Ramirez (izq), Presidenta de las Damas Auxiliadoras del Per-

petuo Socorro y Jose Ramirez (der), Gran Caballero del Conse-

jo 16611 San Juan Neumann.  
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Terry Waters, Director de los Programas del Consejo 
del Estado en su intervención como invitado en el Pro-
grama Caballeros en Acción. 

Padre Hever Sanchez, Vicario 
de la Pastoral Hispana de la 
Iglesia San Juan Neumann de 
Annapolis apoyando a los Ca-
balleros de Colón. 

Programa Caballeros en Acción entrevista al Gran Caballero Edwin 

Velis (der) del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Romero.  

Sir Knight Luis Guevara, donando san-
gre en la Campaña "Salvando Vidas" 
patrocinado por el Consejo 17192 San 
Oscar Romero.  

El Sir Knight Louis Velis, dijo presente en la Cam-

paña "Salvando Vidas", se cerró con broche de oro 

la excelente participación de todos los caballeros y 

miembros de la parroquia San Marcos Evangelista 

Consejo 17192 San Oscar Romero en plena campaña 

de donación de sangre "Salvando Vidas".  



Maryland State Council  April 2021 

Volume 1, Issue 10 www.kofc-md.org Page 21 

Knights of Columbus Training Opportunities 
Knights of Columbus Regional Training Director, Steve Cohen, PSD, is holding training events open to all 
Knights. 

Listed below are the registration links for all April Training.  Remember these trainings are not just for the 
District Deputy or the Grand Knight, they are for all members. 

ALL SESSIONS ARE LIVE GOTOWEBINAR TRAININGS – THESE ARE NOT RECORDED 

Tuesday April 6  at 7 PM – Council Experience 

Saturday April 17 at 10 AM – Delta Church Drive 

Saturday April 24 at 10 AM – COVID Response Training (if ready) 

Monday April 26 at 7PM – You Are Your Programs 

References: 
State Chaplain – I Cor 15:14,17,20 - https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15  

State Chaplain—Romans 10:9—Romans, CHAPTER 10 | USCCB  
Supreme Knight – Humanae Vitae–  Humanae Vitae (July 25, 1968) | Paul VI (vatican.va)  

 

 

Incentive Car Raffle—Incentive Car Raffle | Maryland State Council (kofc-md.org)  

Incentive Car Raffle Turn-in Form:  

      https://secure.onecallnow.com/Attachments/250440_f2512aba-a2f8-4686-b7b1-d08f7ab95a01.docx 

123rd State Convention—https://kofc-md.org/state-convention/ 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/10
http://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_25071968_humanae-vitae.html
https://kofc-md.org/incentive-car-raffle/
https://secure.onecallnow.com/Attachments/250440_f2512aba-a2f8-4686-b7b1-d08f7ab95a01.docx
https://kofc-md.org/state-convention/
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Despite the challenges presented by covid, many of you have done a 
remarkable job with the Car Raffle Program. That is a bit of good 
news since this specific activity not only generates critical revenue for 
your  councils, but it also supports the State Scholarship Fund. That 
said, here is the game plan for how we will  bring the program to a 
close.  Please note the timeline outlined below. We will rely on this 
plan using the designated collection sites and people listed below to 
retrieve all tickets and checks. 

Weeks of April 11 and April 18: DD’s collect all tickets from councils 

April 24: Statewide Car Raffle Ticket Collection Day 

- DD’s (or designate) deliver tickets to designated collection sites 

-Timing: 10:00am to 1:00pm 

-Tickets must be delivered in bag or box and separated by council 

-Container must include: tickets, check made payable to MD State 
Council, completed Ticket submission form 

April 30: Tickets and checks logged on spreadsheet at State Office 

-All tickets placed in raffle drawing drum (note- only tickets that in-
cluded checks will be entered) 

May 1: Winning entries will be selected following the Awards Cer-
emony in the afternoon.  

Collection Sites: 

·Pangborn Council #1365 

·Father Rosensteel Council #2169 

Saint Louis the King #11898 

Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521 

Patuxent Council #2203 

Most Holy Rosary Council #11511 

Dr. John Henry Griffin Council 
#2293 

Archbishop Keough Council 5263 

Western Maryland: Coordi-
nate all collections through 
RA Bob Sweitzer 

Eastern Shore: Coordinate all col-
lections through RA Tom Irwin 
and RA Bernard Liswell 

Interactive map available at: https://www.batchgeo.com/map/Raffle 

Reminders: 

-Checks should be made out “Maryland State Council” and the value should equal: # of 
tickets submitted x .40 per ticket. 

-I’ve attached the form you should use when turning in your tickets. 

-Please do NOT rubber-band together your tickets- keep them loose 

Turn-in Form: Car Raffle 2021Money-Turn-in-Form.docx  

Contact State Program 
Director Terry Waters if 
you have any questions 

https://www.batchgeo.com/map/Raffle
https://secure.onecallnow.com/Attachments/250440_f2512aba-a2f8-4686-b7b1-d08f7ab95a01.docx
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Maryland Knights and their families are invited to participate in a special food packing event sponsored by the 
Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights!  This faith in action activity will be done in collaboration with Cross 
Catholic Outreach and will take place on the morning of April 10, 2021 at Columbus Gardens in Nottingham, 
MD. For more information, please contact Paul Messina.  
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Liturgical Calendar 

Apr 1 Holy Thursday 

Apr 2 Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion 

Apr 3 Holy Saturday At the Easter Vigil in the 
Holy Night of Easter 

Apr 4  Easter Sunday The Resurrection of the 
Lord 

Apr 11 Divine Mercy Sunday 

Apr 13 St. Martin I 

Apr 21 St. Anselm 

Apr 23 St. George, St. Adalbert 

Apr 24 St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen 

Apr 28 St. Peter Chanel,  

             St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 

Apr 29 St. Catherine of Siena 

Apr 30 St. Pius V 

 

May 1 St. Joseph and the Worker 

May 3 Sts. Philip and James 

May 10 St. Damien de Veuster 

May 12 Sts. Nereus and Achilleus; St. Pancras 

May 13 The Ascension of the Lord 

 
Little Sisters Of The Poor: 

 

Next Drop-Off: 17 April AM-12 Noon 
 

Drop Off Locations: 

• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center, 
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St & 
St Mary’s Place) 

• St. Michael's Council #2065, St. Michael's Club Hall, RT- 
5 & RT-235 Ridge, P.O. Box 131, Ridge, MD 20680 

• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens, 
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236 

• Charles Carroll Council #15985 St. Joseph on Carrollton 
Manor, 5843 Manor Woods Rd., Frederick, MD 21703 

• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707 
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910 

• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 
Folly Quarter Rd., Ellicott City, MD 21042 

• Pangborn Council #1365, Council Home, 20340 Leiters-
burg Pike, Hagerstown, MD 21742 
Note: If a council is planning on utilizing Pangborn Council 
please coordinate with the Grand Knight, Robert Skok, at 
rskok012@gmail.com  at home (410) 672-2294 or cell (443) 
710-5330  

mailto:rskok012@gmail.com


Maryland State Council  April 2021 

Volume 1, Issue 10 www.kofc-md.org Page 25 

STATE CALENDAR 

GOOD FRIDAY  

FAMILY PROMOTION 
Despite Good Friday’s central role in the heart of Christianity, 

attendance at services remains low. In an effort to change this, 

councils will encourage participation in Good Friday services 

through a promotional campaign. Setting an example for their 

community, Knights will attend Good Friday services with 

their families and work with their pastors to encourage in-

creased parishioner involvement at these liturgies. In conjunc-

tion with these efforts, councils will also work to educate their 

parishes about the plight of Christians in the Holy Land.  

 MONTH DATE EVENT LOCATION 

APRIL 2021 TBD FAMILY DAY CANCELLED 

 4/10 BCGK MEAL PACKING EVENT COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  4/18 TRI-CHAPTER MASS OUR LADY OF FATIMA CHURCH 
6400 PRATT ST., BALTIMORE 

MAY 2021 4/30 – 5/2 123rd ANNUAL STATE  
CONVENTION 

VIRTUAL MEETING 

JUNE 2021 6/5 AWD EXEMPLIFICATION VIRTUAL EXEMPLIFICATION 

  6/5 SOCCER SHOOTOUT TBD 

 6/18-20 LEADERSHIP SEMINAR HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE CEN-
TER, SOLOMONS MD 

  6/27 INSTALLATION OF STATE OFFICERS 
& DD’S 

CHURCH TBD,  RECEPTION AT  
COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  TBD STATE TOUR TBD 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the com-
munity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  


