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SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Conversion to the Gospel of Life

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori
THE SPIRIT of the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., is extraordinary. It is
not only peaceful but also full of hope and joy. It is forward-looking as it seeks to
create a culture of life and love. And while it draws people of all ages, the crowd
tends to be young, including many millennials and young families. Standing in the
crowd, you feel as though you’re at a version of World Youth Day — filled with the
conviction that human life is God’s precious gift and that each person, from the moment of conception, is endowed by the Creator with inviolable dignity and, indeed,
“a right to life.”

When I attend the March for Life each January, I invariably catch a cold, but it’s
worth it. I come home with a renewed determination to resist what Pope Francis
calls “the throwaway culture” and to foster genuine love and respect for human life,
especially when it is defenseless.
I often ask myself what draws so many people to this event. What makes them travel
great distances, spend sleepless nights on buses, and stand for hours on cold, soggy
ground? Is it merely a political movement, or is it something more? The answer, I
think, is that the Lord is at work in the minds and hearts of these good people and
many more like them. The word for it has to be “conversion” — the Lord is converting minds and hearts to the Gospel
of Life. And I would further offer that this process of conversion takes place within us on three levels — intellectual,
moral and religious.
SEEKING TRUTH
We commonly think of conversion solely as a religious experience, such as coming to faith in Christ or converting to
Catholicism. Yet conversion has other meanings as well. In general, it is a change of direction in our lives that takes us
beyond ourselves, beyond our limited point of view, beyond our purely personal interests — or, as Pope Francis would
say, beyond our comfort zone. It is a shift that leads us to strive to be better, more authentic versions of ourselves.
Conversion is thus a common human experience. And as noted above, it often occurs on three levels in our lives. Let’s
look at all three to understand more deeply the ways in which people can be converted to the truth and beauty of the
Gospel of Life.
First, intellectual conversion begins when we start asking questions and challenging assumptions. We begin to wonder
whether what we had assumed to be true is in fact true. We question the rhetoric and hype that we hear and see.
Many people who once considered themselves avidly “pro-choice” arrived at a point in their lives when they started asking questions about arguments for abortion, leading them to ultimately change their minds. At a certain point, they took
seriously the philosophical arguments and scientific evidence advanced in favor of the humanity of the unborn child.
For others, the breakthrough experience came when they actually saw an unborn child via an ultrasound machine. Indeed, this is the case for many as a result of the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative.
MOVED TO GRATITUDE
A change of mind often leads to a change in one’s actions, to moral conversion — to a different way of understanding,
judging and acting. As a rule, people see themselves as reasonable and conscientious. When individuals take that view
of themselves seriously, they may arrive at a point when they become uncomfortable making decisions and acting solely
on the basis of what they think is in their best interest. They start thinking not only about their own problems, comfort or
convenience.
Reprinted from the January 2018 edition of Columbia Magazine
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org)
Dear Brother Knights ,
Greetings of Peace,Joy, and Love !!!!
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” (Isaiah 9:1)
The great celebration of the birthday of our Savior at Christmas marks the beginning of the
new calendar year. As we enter in this new year, I would like to invite you and your families to
reflect on the words of the Prophet Isaiah, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone.” (Isaiah 9:1) These
words of Isaiah were taken from the first reading proclaimed at the Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord or popularly called the Midnight Mass. Prophet Isaiah’s words
are very relevant for all of us, not only for the past year 2020, but also for this New Year. We
know the fact, that all of us feel that the year 2020 has been dominated by darkness and gloom.
Last year has been a very difficult one, not only for us here in the United States but all over the
world, from the devastating pandemic that has changed our lives in so many ways and sadly has taken the lives of family
members and friends throughout the world, to the devastation brought by numerous wildfires, hurricanes and natural disasters,
continued racial division, as well as the most bitterly contentious election cycle in the history of our nation. We have been
surrounded by chaos and darkness. We have been experiencing the terror of the covid 19 crisis. So this new year is a new day
for all of us, a new beginning with new challenges that we need to face with strong faith. Today is the right time to wake up,
to stand firmly with faith, to walk with courage and see clearly that our world needs the light of the Lord Jesus now more than
ever.
In our grand celebration of the birth of the Child Jesus at Christmas, it’s very important that we remembered, that our Christmas celebration was something more profound than simply the Lord’s birthday. We celebrated the ultimate triumph of light
over darkness. As St John writes in the gospel, “... the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.” (John 1:5) A great light broke forth on the first Christmas night while the world was still in darkness. It manifests the unchanging truth of God’s abundant love for His people - a love so pure that it took flesh in the person of Jesus, born in the manger at Bethlehem, a love so deep that it enabled the Lord to endure the pain of his agony and death on the cross, a love so powerful that it would destroy sin and death itself in the glory of His resurrection. God shares his divine love to us in the person of
Jesus and His love endures everything just to give each of us the greatest opportunity to share the eternal joy of Heaven.
Our Christmas gatherings and holiday celebrations last year were very different compared to our Christmas celebrations in the
past, because, we were all in the midst of the great challenges and difficulties that happened in the history of humanity, but let
us not lose our faith and hope because the Savior has been born for us, to deliver us from darkness and gloom. We are invite d
to open our heart and listen to the call of the Lord and to allow His light to shine brightly through witnessing in our lives as
Christians and as Knights. As members of the Knights of Columbus we are called by Jesus to be His instruments to bring
much needed love, hope, and peace to our brother knights, our families, our neighbors, communities and world, here and now.
People said that Christmas was over and gone. but the truth is, Christmas is everyday, if we welcome the Christ’s Child, who
is our savior and Lord, in our heart and homes. Christmas is everyday, if we welcome the light of Christ in our daily activities.
Everyday is Christmas Day if there is light in our soul, in our heart, if there is forgiveness to others and if there is no hostilities
or darkness in our heart and homes. The true gift of Christmas is joy because “Christmas is JOY. This precious gift is not
expensive presents that demand time and money. We can offer this gift everyday to people around us simply: with a smile,
with a kind gesture, with some small help and with forgiveness. Let us share this joy to our neighbors and the joy we shared
will be return to us hundred folds. Let us continue communicating the deepest joy, that of knowing God our Father in Christ
and the joy that we experience in the love of Christ. This joy is not just a simple happiness in a thing or a moment, it is eternal. Let us pray that this presence of God’s liberating joy will shine out in our daily lives as we fulfill our vocation as Christians and our mission as Knights.
Yes, if we wish, we can live the true meaning of Christmas every day by sharing His light and carrying His love into our
brothers and sisters who are in need: those who are hungry and homeless, the sick and lonely, the marginalized and considered
outcasts, those who are rejected and abandoned by their families and friends. They are the people who really need the light
and the love of Christ. Let us see the face of Christ in the people we meet everyday. Always give thanks for the gift we are to
each other. Our world needs the message of Jesus, especially during this time of darkness and chaos, the world needs His light
and hope through us. So, this new year, let us give thanks to God for the greatest gift He has given to the world in the person
of His Son, Jesus Christ our Light and hold on to the gifts of hope and love that we find in Jesus more than anything else this
year.

Continued on Page 6
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SUPREME KNIGHT
‘Seek the Kingdom of God’

Sixty years ago, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. made the case for political nonviolence in the face of racism, segregation, and violence.
In doing so, he staked out the moral high ground. In his essay “Nonviolence and
Racial Justice” published in the Christian Century in 1957, Rev. King laid out a
path forward for our country. He wrote:

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

“At the center of nonviolence stands the principle of love. In struggling for human
dignity, the oppressed people of the world must not allow themselves to become
bitter or indulge in hate campaigns. To retaliate with hate and bitterness would do
nothing but intensify the hate in the world. Along the way of life, someone must
have sense enough and morality enough to cut off the chain of hate. This can be
done only by projecting the ethics of love to the center of our lives.”

Things didn’t immediately get better after 1957. There were church bombings,
there were killings and beatings of peaceful protestors and of those registering people to vote.
Things looked bleak, and the violence was real, but Rev. King held that high ground. And people rallied to him.
He understood that there were two non-negotiable principles in our democracy:
First, that all are created equal and are entitled to the equal protection of our nation’s laws.
Second, that in our democracy, there can be no place for political violence.
Today, our country faces many challenges, including a renewed racism by groups like the Ku Klux Klan.
I know well the dangers of racism and hatred. For a decade, I served as a member of the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights. And today, I lead the 2 million men of the Knights of Columbus, an organization that has long assisted the cause
of racial equality.
A century ago, long before the U.S. Army integrated and five decades before the Civil Rights Movement, the Knights of
Columbus stood alone as the only organization to integrate hospitality centers for our troops during World War I.
A decade later, we commissioned W.E.B. DuBois to write a Black History of the United States, seeking to rectify history books that ignored the African American contribution to our country.
And throughout the 1920s, we publicly stood against the bigotry of Klan.
Today, as then, we stand united in the principle that all are created equal, and we reiterate the words of Pope Francis last
month calling for “the rejection of all violence in political life.”
We believe the way of non-violence is as relevant today as ever. Fifty years ago, Rev. King summarized the stark
choice we face today in the title of his last book, Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community. He said:
“Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”
The purpose of the letter we have circulated, and of our gathering today is to urge all of our fellow countrymen to embrace these words, to bring our country together, and to commit to nonviolence. Such a commitment is the way forward
in achieving not only peaceful protest, but also in having important conversations that help us find civility in our public
discourse and unity as Americans working together for the common good.
Thank you very much.

Press conference at MLK Memorial in Washington October 2, 2017
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE
State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas despite not being able to travel to be with family
and friends because of the current pandemic conditions. We are looking forward to a
better 2021 since the vaccine for Covid-19 is starting to roll out.
By now I hope everyone has seen the new meeting guidelines and format that were presented in a webinar in December. If you have not seen or downloaded the new meeting
guidelines, there is an upcoming training on January 16th at 10am. You must register for
the webinar at the following link:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4651538229324278539
Well because of the pandemic, our mid-year meeting of District Deputies, District Wardens, Grand Knights and Deputy Grand Knights has gone virtual. The state team is actively planning our presentations so that you will have the latest information and some best practices to continue the year
and be successful. It has been a year of challenges for all of us but we as Knights of Columbus are up to those challenges. We have seen some amazing stories from our state family such as the continued support for the Little Sisters of the
Poor through donations every month. I also want to thank those that gave a gift for Christmas to the Little Sisters as a
gift to the State Deputy.
Like the Magi following that star in the sky to find Jesus, our Knights of Columbus family has followed the beliefs and
vision of Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney. We need to continue to celebrate this year the beatification and make it a yearlong event. The Supreme website has many ideas of ways to celebrate. Supreme has also created two fantastic documentaries about Blessed Fr McGivney that are available for download.
I ask you to continue the Leave No Neighbor Behind program by reaching out to your members, reaching out to your
parish priest to see how you can help and reach out to the community to helps others. Remember as Jesus said: “What
you do to the least person, you do to me.”
From the state family and from the First Lady Mary Jane and myself we wish everyone a healthy and prosperous New
Year and we look forward to being able to get together again in person once the vaccine comes to us all.
“We all get the exact same 365 days. The only difference is what we do with them.” —Hillary DePiano
Remember as Knights, “We Are Servant Leaders”
Vince Grauso

State Chaplain Message—Continued from Page 4
Lastly, Christmas is peace. Peace is one of the true gifts of Christmas to the world. To claim and achieve peace in this chaotic world is to welcome the “Prince of Peace”, who is Christ and Lord. As Pope Francis said in one of his Urbi Et Orbi
messages, “peace on earth to men and women of goodwill, who work quietly and patiently each day, in their families, communities and in society, to build a more humane and just world, sustained by the conviction that only with peace is there the
possibility of a more prosperous future for all.” “...For to us a child is born, to us a son is given: he is the ‘the Prince of
Peace’. Let us welcome him!” God grants the peace of His only begotten Son to men and women of goodwill. People who
freely choose what is good and just. People who freely choose God will find true Peace that the world cannot give. Peace
be with you!
May the light of Christ shine into your heart and burn in your spirit bright and may His peace and hope be with you and
your loved ones now and in the days ahead.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!
Fr jojo
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
Getting Into The Spirit of Christmas
First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso

GOOD-BYE 2020…….A year that we will never forget.
STINK… STANK… STUNK…
COVID… COVID… COVID

HAPPY NEW YEAR, WELCOME 2021
This years “New Year’s Eve” celebration was hugely different from previous ones. The Waterford ball was dropped in Times
Square, but this time the “Square” was void of any spectators. 2021 starts a new beginning for all of us. Many of us made our new
year’s resolutions at the stroke of midnight.
The new year begins with the Epiphany on Jan.6th which celebrates the revelation of GOD incarnate as Jesus Christ. The three Magi
traveled long distances to witness the baby Jesus in his manger, and brought gifts of myrrh, frankincense, and gold to honor the
Christ child.
2021 begins a new chapter for all of us in which we hope to achieve some semblance of “normal” whatever the new normal may be.
Our nation faces a trifecta:
1. Overcoming the Coronavirus - Thankfully there is light at the end of the tunnel
but it will be months before 2/3 of our population will have access to the vaccine.
We must all pray that the vaccination plans go well and that the vaccines are effective against any new strains of the virus, and we must stay vigilante to remain safe
and healthy.

2. Our Economy - More than 11+ million people are out of work. Families are
being evicted from their homes, lines at food pantries exceed the food lines of the
great depression. We must each do our part to help those less fortunate.
3. Social Justice - As Pope Francis stated during his meeting over November 30December 1, 2020 Building A New Social Justice “We are at a critical time for all
humanity”. Pope Francis said that building a social justice must be a “collective
work” that must be achieved on a daily basis “because imbalance is a temptation at
every minute.” Working toward true social justice must be done with an “attitude of commitment” that follows “along a path of a
Good Samaritan” and this is mindful of not falling “into a culture of indifference”. He said true social justice is impossible if the
human person is not the center of concern. We must recognize that “temptation is so frequent to disinterest in others. Unconditional
commitment is to take on the pain of the other, and not to slip into a culture of indifference, he explains.

Finally, Pope Francis urges “Solidarity”. Fighting against the structural causes of poverty, inequality, lack of work land and housing”. Struggling, in short, against those who deny social and labor rights. Struggling against that culture that leads to use others, to
enslave others and ends up taking away the dignity of others. Do not forget that solidarity, understook in its deepest sense, is a way
of making history says Pope Fancis.
As we recite the “Pledge of Allegiance” the last line says it all “For Liberty and Justice for All.” As a fellow catholic how will you
participate in making a difference for humanity? Something to think about as you make your New Years resolutions.
Vince and I would like to wish you all a healthy, safe, New Year filled with Joy, Peace and Love.
Stay Safe,
Volume 1, Issue 7

www.kofc-md.org

Page 7

Maryland State Council

January 2021

COUNCIL GROWTH
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net)
Happy, Happy, Happy and a Blessed New Year. My mother always told me never to wish my life away. I
think in this case she would also be as glad as me to see 2020 turn to 2021.

I generally do not like to talk numbers. However seeing we are halfway through the Fraternal Year I thought I
should share where we are with you. As you may or may not know the State’s goal for membership is 1,000
new members. As of this writing we are at 280 new members or 28% of goal. Of course we should be at 50%
or 500 new members. As you can see it is going to take some serious work to catch up. I truly believe we can
do it but it is going to take an effort from all of us.
All the news is not bad. For instance we have converted 45% of all the members who have applied through
eMembership. That is a good number. Just think about where we would be if we could raise that number to
75%. Doable? Of course it is. Again with the help of all of us. We have 70 councils who have recruited at
least 1 new member. That means we have 70 councils who have not recruited anyone as of yet. If those 70
councils would work hard to recruit just 1 new member we would be very close to where we should be. Can
we do that? Of course we can. If you need help just ask. We are sitting here waiting.
That is probably the wrong way to approach this. Instead of the Council Growth Team sitting here waiting for
you to call us you are going to start to receive calls from us. These calls are going to be offers of help not why
haven’t you performed better calls. We know the problems. We are here to help solve them.
There are some councils in the state that are doing very well. Council 205 has reached 80% of their goal.
Council 16611 has reached 166% of their goal. Council 15084 has reached 100% of their goal. We will be
speaking to these councils and others like them to share their success stories with you.
In this New Year please try to shore up your relationship with your Pastor. There is no better cheer leader for
your council and the Knights of Columbus than your Pastor. If you need help approaching him let us know
maybe we can help.
In closing from the whole Council Growth Team and especially from my wife Cookie and me we would like
to wish all of you a Very Blessed and Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Vivat Jesus,
Tom O’Hara

New Council Meeting Format Webinar
State Deputy Vince Grauso reported in his December column that Supreme developed a new script for the
Council Business meeting. Supreme Regional Training Director Steve Cohen, PSD, is holding a webinar to
discuss the changes to the Business Meeting. Please join him Saturday, January 16th at 10AM. This webinar
is open to a council officers. To attend, please register at the link below.
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4651538229324278539
Volume 1, Issue 7
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STATE PROGRAMS
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com)
Over the past six months I have been amazed and inspired by so many of you who have implemented programs that have lifted the spirits of those within your councils, parishes, and communities. At the beginning of
this fraternal year, State Deputy Vince challenged us to become servant leaders and without a doubt an incredible number of you answered that call! I’ve spoken with a countless number of Grand Knights and District
Deputies who are giving it their best shot and despite the pandemic, have injected humor, passion, and an enormous level of commitment into creating, running, and supporting programs that touch on every aspect of our
Faith in Action platform!

That said, I’d like to use my column this month to briefly celebrate some leaders in Maryland who often get
overlooked in their roles, and yet have accomplished so much during the first half of our fraternal year.
Bill Newbrough and his Community team consistently shine in their efforts to make a difference - and to
Leave No Neighbor Behind. Steve Cleary and his Socks for Souls program, Alex Lopez-Bueno and his Box
of Joy program, Ray Traub and the Coats for Kids program, Steve Upton and his Columbus Day guidance,
Walt Leskuski and his Little Sisters of the Poor program, Tom Greul and his military Christmas card program, and Gary Gray and Jay Konar with the Incentive Raffle program- each of these leaders have done remarkable work this year.
Lou Woods and his Faith team are making good things happen, as always! Jim Duryee hosted a wonderful
Memorial Mass, Jim Chachulski, Jamie Caulfield and Tom Irwin are leading the RSVP program. Lou, by
the way, did an outstanding job hosting the “Into the Breach” series during the summer months.
Dirk Griffin and his team are finding ways to connect with families throughout the state. Tom Chayka is
promoting his Family of the Month program, Chris Coker inspires with the Food for Families program, and
Ed Day recently ran a thoughtful Keep Christ in Christmas program - all these men are helping to create excitement around important programs focusing on family engagement.
John Sniezek and his Life team are ramping up for a busy January filled with lots of activities and during the
first half of this year saw continuing success with the Ultrasound program led by Larry Grayson, the Pregnancy Center Support program led by Mickey Dillow, the Silver Rose program led by Romeo Paternoster,
the Cemetery of the Innocents led by Jim McFillin, the Pro-Life agenda led by Frank and Sue Arlinghaus,
and of course, Special Olympics championed by John, Nancy and Jill Durbin along with Steve Adamczyk.
Our program team continually receives fantastic support from our public relations experts including Vern
Hawkins, Jeff Koscho, Bill McMahon, John Fox, Walter Leskuski, Joe Massimini, and Ron Hassan! It
would be impossible to promote and run great programs in Maryland without their keen insight and support.
And of course, no one tracks our progress with running and reporting programs better than Peter O’Sullivan!
Finally, I want to thank and recognize the ladies in Maryland who constantly elevate the quality and capacity
of our programs in so many ways. Mary Jane Grauso, Heather Greul, and Beth Ward all have served as
fearless leaders this fraternal year (as well as so many others)!
Thanks to all of you - and to those whom I may have accidently overlooked. If I failed to mention you then
please accept my apologies and know that I will find a way to do that in the coming months. Wishing you all a
safe and blessed 2021 and thanks for being servant leaders who continue to inspire! Vivat Jesus!
Terry
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AROUND MARYLAND
Coats for Kids

Archbishop William E. Lori joined the Maryland State Council for their annual “Coats for Kids” event Dec 4
at Holy Angels Catholic School in Baltimore. Approximately 80 students from pre-K through fourth grade
were on hand to receive new winter coats. (Photos: Kevin J. Parks/The Catholic Review Staff)

(https://www.facebook.com/CatholicReview/posts/10164729365605107)

Archbishop Lori helping a Holy Angels student try on his new coat

Archbishop Lori assists a Holy Angels Student with her
new jacket while State Deputy Vince Grauso and State
Coats for Kids Chairman Ray Traube look on.

State Secretary Chris
Powers works with a
volunteer from the
Catholic Daughters
of the Americas.

Communities Activites Director William
Newbrough sizes up a Holy Angels Student and his new coat.

State Warden Ron Hassan load a case of
coats into a vehicle
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AROUND MARYLAND

Baltimore Chapter of Grand Knights Past Chapter
President Thom Stevenson and friend Jim Shores
delivers gifts to the Gallagher Center , A Catholic
Charities of Baltimore center that provides services to adults with intellectual and developmental
disabilities . The Gallagher Center is located in
Timonium. Thom and Jim also delivered gifts to
the St. Vincent’s Villa Center, a Catholic Charities
of Baltimore center for children ages 5-14.

Officers from the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office
pose with coats donated by St. Peter the Apostle Council 13290. The coat sizes range from toddler to teen/
young adult.

A Student from Bishop Walsh School in Cumberland signs a
Christmas Card for the Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary.
The Students of Bishop Walsh School delivered over 300
cards for the Auxiliary to deliver to nursing homes in Cumberland and the surrounding community.

https://bishopwalsh.org
https://www.facebook.com/bishopwalsh/
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AROUND MARYLAND
Honoring Veterans

State Patriotic Activities Director Tom Greul led a team of volunteers to lay wreaths at the historic Ellsworth
Cemetery in Westminster. Ellsworth Cemetery includes the remains of 17 Civil War and 4 World War I/II
veterans. 21 wreaths in total were placed.

Knights of Columbus sign outside the Historic Ellsworth
Cemetery

Fr. Michael Roach addresses the Knights and Volunteers
assembled at the Historic Ellsworth cemetery while the
Color Corps from the Maryland District look on.
Wreaths in front of the Cemetery’s flagpole represent our Nation’s seven
Armed Services

Organizer Tom Greul with assistant Brad Criddle take a break
after laying a wreath.
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AROUND MARYLAND
Little Sisters of the Poor Support

Community Activities Director By: William Newbrough
Leaving No Neighbor Behind…..Especially the Little Sisters of the Poor and those they serve!
Over the past 8 months, thanks to the hard work and planning efforts of
Knights and their families across the state of Maryland – over 12 tons of
donations of personal care items, food, cleaning and office supplies and
$10,000 in financial donations have been collected to benefit the Little Sisters of the Poor and those they serve. In November, the Maryland Knights
of Columbus support for the Little Sisters reached new heights! Collection
hubs included:

In November, the new collection hub sponsored by Fr. Horace McKenna
Council 11024 under the direction of GK Don Kinler with the support of his
wife Mary, DD Mike Lynch, Program Chair Walt Leskuski and wife Beth
as well as parishioners of Mother Seton Parish in Germantown, St. Mary’s
Barnsville and St. Martins in Gaithersburg collected cash/check donations
of $1900 and over 2000 lbs of donations. Brother Knights of Fr. McKenna
Council also delivered 22 turkeys and 1 ham to the Jeanne Jugan residence
Fr. Rosensteel Council 2169 GK Paul
of Little Sisters of the Poor on 21 November 2020.

Girolami, and PGK Gus Gusman, and

Further South in Montgomery County, Fr. Rosensteel Council 2169 collec- St. Maximillian Kolbe Council 16634
tion hub under the direction of GK Paul Girolami and supported by DD GK David Birely at the Fr. Rosensteel
Andy Michael, GK David Birely of St. Maximillian Kolbe Council 16634, Council collection site.
GK Gavin Pereira of St. Joseph Manyanet Council 5567 and MD State
Community Program Director Bill Newbrough assisted in collecting 3 car loads of donated items that were
added to the caravan of an additional 5 vehicles from Fr. McKenna Council resulting in a full 8 car loads of
items delivered to the Jeanne Jugan residence on Saturday November 21. In addition to the $1900 raised by
Fr. McKenna Council, St. Joseph Manyanet Council 5567 collected and delivered $1130 in cash/check donations from parishioners at St. Catherine Laboure Church in Wheaton MD.

Members of Fr. Horace McKenna Council 11024 at the contribution table at Mother Seton Parish’s Msgr. Thomas
Wells Parish Center
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Volunteer Knights pose with the Little Sisters
of the Poor and workers at the Jeanne Jugan
residence with a portion of the donated food
and supplies.
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123RD STATE CONVENTION
State Convention Chairman By: Mike Sallese
My Brother Knights,

Your Brother Knights and Ladies on the Convention Committee hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas and
will have a Healthy New Year.
The Committee is hard at work planning the 123rd Annual Convention of the Maryland State Council. We will
continue our partnership with the Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort, in Ocean City Maryland. The Convention will be held on Friday April 30 through Sunday May 2, 2021. Information has been sent to all Grand
Knights about the pre-Convention golf tournament on Thursday April 29, reserving Hospitality rooms for
Councils and Districts, and taking out advertisements in the Convention Program Book. This information can
be found on the State Council website in the Convention document folder.
Our Convention and room reservations website will not be open until early February as we work with the Princess Royale to be “COVID-19” safe for all. No one wants the “COVID-19” to be a souvenir of the Convention. We will keep you informed of the Convention plans and look forward to seeing everyone at the Ocean.
The Knights are known for filling up the entire hotel year after year, and we expect to do that again.
If you have particular questions, our contact information can be found on pages 19 and 20 of the State Directory.

Vivat Jesus!
Mike Sallese
CONVENTION GOLF TOURNAMENT
THURSDAY, April 29, 2021

The Maryland State Council is pleased to announce the Annual Convention Golf Tournament on Thursday, April 29, 2021. This
year’s outing will be held at Ocean City Golf Club, 11401 Country Club Drive in Berlin, Maryland. Registration will begin at 11:00
am, lunch will be served at 11:30 am followed by a Shotgun Start at 12:30 pm. The cost per golfer, which includes green fees, cart,
lunch, beverages on the course and prizes, is $85.00.
Individual and team awards will be presented at the closing convention session on Sunday morning. The tournament format will be a
four-man team best ball. You are encouraged to enter complete teams. If you do not have a complete team, we will assign golfers to
your team. If you are an individual golfer, we will attempt to find partners for you.
The number of participants is limited so you are encouraged to register early. The official registration form (copy attached) must be
returned by April 15, 2021 and must include payment in full. Checks are payable to Maryland State Council Convention Fund. One
check per team would be appreciated. NO REFUNDS will be made after the registration deadline.
Grand Knights and District Deputies are asked to please promote this event at your council meetings and to include the registration
form in your council newsletters. We need your help to make this tournament a success.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please call me at 410-879-0558 or e-mail apaulweber@verizon.net. We
are looking forward to a great time on April 29th. A day on the golf course is the perfect way to begin a fun-filled convention weekend in Ocean City.
Fraternally,

Paul Weber
Convention Golf Chairman
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Maryland State Council
Knights of Columbus
OCEAN CITY GOLF CLUB
11401 Country Club Dr.

Berlin Maryland
Thursday, April 29, 2021
Four Man - Best Ball

11:30 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Shotgun Start

$85.00 per person includes:
Green Fees, Cart, Hot Lunch,

Prizes & Beverages on Course
Any questions call Paul Weber

410-879-0558 or email apaulweber@verizon.net
Foursomes are limited! Reservation and
payment must be made no later than April 15th.

Send check payable to: Maryland State Council Convention Fund
Mail to: Paul Weber 2223 Larchmont Drive Fallston Md. 21047
___________________________________________________________
(please print)

Name

Council

Telephone # or email

Team Captain _____________________________ ________

___________ __________@_____

Player #2

_______________________________ ________

___________ _________ @_____

Player #3

________________________________ ________

___________ _________ @_____

Player #4

_________________________________ ________

___________ __________@_____
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HISPANIC PAGE
¡Para Reflexionar!

By: Willians Castillo, District Deputy 14
Caballeros no podemos terminar un año sin realizar ciertas reflexiones que lo vivido en este año nos dejan. Para algunos este año fue
su año, pero no podemos dudar que fue un año lleno de bendiciones, un año en donde a pesar de la crisis por la pandemia podiamos
contar con un empleo, en donde quizá el amor toco a sus puertas, en donde tuvieron el privilegio de ser padres, en donde quizá les
otorgaron ese privilegio para servirle al Señor de la forma que siempre lo quisieron como Caballeros de Colón y así podemos citar
muchas situaciones positivas y de bendición que quizá en este año les toco experimentar y vivir.
Por otro lado para algunos este año no fue lo que esperaban por esta pandemia que nos toco vivir, quizá pasaron muchos meses o
todo el año esperando una respuesta y no la recibieron, quizá sufrieron una ruptura amorosa, quizá los despidieron del empleo que
tuvieron, pueda que no pudieron servirle al Señor de la manera que les hubiera gustado o simplemente fue un año muy duro en emociones y sentimientos, en donde la soledad fue tu compañera y en donde las lagrimas tu amiga que te visitaba muy seguido.
En estos días reflexionamos sobre lo que fue este año para nosotros y la verdad me deja muchas reflexiones. Experimente situaciones
muy hermosas como la Institucion del nuevo Consejo 17545 San Bernardino de Siena, Suitland este año y también situaciones muy
difíciles como estar confinado en casa por tres meses si poder trabajar.
Creo que todos tenemos una historia que contar sobre este año, historias lindas que nos llenan los ojos de lagrimas al ver la fidelidad
de Dios sobre nuestras vidas, o situaciones muy duras y difíciles de asimilar que también nos llenan los ojos de lagrimas de preocupación o tristeza que hablandolo en sentido humano es hasta cierto punto por tantas muertes que se llevo el coranovirus.
Sea como haya sido este año hay una cosa de la que nadie puede negar, por lo menos ningun caballero que este día leen estas líneas,
y es que: DIOS NOS MANTIENE CON VIDA.
Considero que siendo sinceros, nosotros valoramos poco el hecho de que tengamos vida. Estamos tan acostumbrados a levantarnos
cada mañana, abrir nuestros ojos y salir a la jornada diaria, que nos olvidamos que el hecho de tener vida es una bendición que no
todos pueden gozar en ese momento.
Este año murieron miles de personas que de una u otra forma su muerte nos causo dolor y nos hacen reflexionar mucho sobre lo que
es la vida. Saber que esas personas que se miraban con tanta vida ya no están, nos hace pensar que somos bendecidos por Dios por
tener vida y poder ver a nuestros padres, hijos y esposas, razón suficiente para agradecer a Dios por lo que hace, pero hay una cosa
en la que si debemos reflexionar, pero sobre todo estar agradecidos, y es que HOY TENEMOS VIDA.
Caballeros no sé cómo fue tu año, pueda que fue el más duro que has podido experimentar, pueda que haya sido el mejor año de tu
vida o pueda que no fue ni tan bueno, ni tan malo, pero mas allá de eso, hay una verdad irrefutable y es que DIOS HA SIDO BUENO, nos ha dado VIDA para terminar este año, sea como sea, y eso es razón suficiente como para decir: ¡GRACIAS SEÑOR!

Caballeros hoy queremos invitarles a hacer una reflexión sobre tu año, a examinar cada cosa por buena o no tan buena que haya sido,
te invito a que puedas reflexionar sobre como Dios estuvo allí siempre, como Él te cuido, como te protegió, como te proveyó, como
te sano, como te fortaleció en los momentos que pensaste que ya no podías, como una palabra enviada por Dios en el momento exacto hizo que retomaras fuerzas de donde pensabas que no había, esa es una razón suficiente como para estar agradecido con Dios por
este año que nos ha regalado.
Caballeros hoy queremos invitarte a que cambies tu lamento en gozo, a que cambies tu llanto en sonrisa, a que dejes a un lado tus
quejas y reproches y reconozcas que si hoy estas allí en donde te encuentras, es porque Dios te ha dado VIDA en abundancia.
Caballero no veas lo negativo porque lo positivo es sobresaliente, no te enfoques en tus derrotas, porque ellas solo son el trampolín
para tus victorias, no te fijes en lo que no tienes, si no que agradece por lo que siempre has tenido, pero sobre todo dedícale un tiempo para servirle al Señor.

Viva Jesus!
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Los Sir Kinght Luis Guevara (izq) y Alenilson Ayala (der) en la campaña anual del
Tootsie Roll, Iglesia San Marcos Evangelista, Hyattsville
Institución de
nuevo Consejo
17545 San
Bernardino de
Siena, Suitland

Damas Auxiliadoras del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo
Romero, Hyattsville en el evento de recaudación de fondos
para la parroquia.
Caballeros del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero,
Hyattsville recaudaron $5000 para la compra de un equipo completo
de proyección para el Wells Center de la parroquia San Marcos
Evangelista, Hyattsville.

Instalación de Oficiales del Consejo 17192 San Oscar
Arnulfo Romero, Hyattsville escoltados por el
Capellán del Consejo el Padre Roberto Cortez.

Caballeros en Acción en
programa Caminando con
Jesus de Vea Radio 1540 en la
Beatificación del fundador de
los Caballeros de Colon el
Padre Michael McGivney (izq.
a Der.) Mirna, SK Louis Velis,
DD Castillo y DGK Armando
Fernandez

Instalación
Virtual de
Oficiales del
Consejo
13463 San
Juan Diego,
Gaithersburg
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Sir Knight de la Asamblea 3769 San Alfonso Maria de Ligorio,
Annapolis apoyando al Padre Diego Rivera vicario de la Iglesia Cristo Rey, Glen Burnie en la Celebración de la Santa Misa
en honor a la patrona de America la Virgen de Guadalupe. El
Obispo Auxiliar de Baltimore el Padre Bruce celebró la misa
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Caballeros junto a sus Dignas esposas del Consejo 13463 San
Juan Diego, Gaithersburg escoltan la Rosa de Plata de la Virgen
de Guadalupe después de la misa

Sir Knight del Consejo 16611 San Juan Neumann, Baltimore
junto al Obispo Auxiliar el Padre Bruce (der) y el Diacono
Edison Morales escoltan la Rosa de Plata de la Virgen de Guadalupe en la iglesia Sagrado Corazon de Jesus de Baltimore

Sir Knight junto a sus
Dignas esposas del
Consejo 17192 San Oscar
Arnulfo Romero,
Hyattsville escoltan la
Rosa de Plata de la Virgen
de Guadalupe después de
misa

Instalación de Oficiales
del Consejo 16611 San
Juan Neumann, Baltimore

Aniversario del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Hyattsville junto al Capellán del Consejo el Padre Roberto Cortez

Sir Knights del Consejo de Annapolis después del servicio
dominical en la Iglesia San Juan Neumann, Annapolis
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RECOGNITION PROGRAM
Family of the Year
The Maryland State Council annually conducts a Family of the Year recognition program. The family selected for this award will be honored at the Founder’s Day Reception on Sunday, 21 March 2021.
The Family f the Year is selected from nominations submitted by councils within the Maryland jurisdiction.
This award is presented to the family that best demonstrates exceptional support of the principles of our
Church and our Order, and is considered a “model” family. Please nte that the father of the nominated family
must be a member in good standing of the Knights of Columbus.
A nomination form is posted to the State Council website at https://kofc-md.org/general-interest-formsprograms/. Completed packets, with all supporting documentation, need to be mailed and postmarked by 13
February 2021.
Councils are also encouraged to honor their selected family locally at a council meeting or social gathering,
inviting the recipient's entire family and friends to participate in the presentation.
Fraternally,

Thomas Chayka
Family of the Year Chairman

Citizen, Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, Firefighter, Police Officer, EMT Healthcare Awards
The Maryland State Council is conducting the annual recognition programs. There will be separate awards
for each category selected from nominations submitted from all councils within the State of Maryland. The
seven State Awards will be presented at the Founder’s Day Reception on Sunday, March 21, 2021.
The Catholic Teacher of the Year and CCD Teacher of the Year program will allow your Council the
opportunity to honor an individual that has made significant contributions to the education of our youth. This
award is presented to a Catholic teacher who has demonstrated exceptional ability and dedication to the education of our young people through teaching in a parochial school or the parish’s CCD Program.
The Citizen of the Year program will allow your Council to honor someone who has made significant religious or civic contributions to the well-being of your community. To be eligible for this award, the nominee
must be a resident of the State of Maryland.

The Law Enforcement Officer, Firefighter, Healthcare Worker, and EMT of the Year programs will
allow your Council to honor Maryland public safety officers for their continuing commitments to enhancing
and preserving the quality of life and protection of property within our communities.
Councils are encouraged to select a nominee for each category, and honor that person locally at the Council
meeting or social gathering. We suggest that you invite the recipient’s family and friends to attend the
presentation and share in the celebration. It is appropriate to award a certificate, plaque or other recognition
memento Nomination forms are available on the forms page of the State Website: https://kofc-md.org/
general-interest-forms-programs/
Completed nomination packages with all supporting documentation must be postmarked if sent by US Mail,
or e-mailed by 13 February 2021

Fraternally,

Stephen J. Bayliff
Stephen J. Bayliff – Recognition Program Chair
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MARCH FOR LIFE 2021
Life Activities Director By: John Sniezek (johnsniezek1969@gmail.com)
The annual March for Life will be held on Friday, January 29, 2021
in Washington, D.C. The event is held in observance of the 48th anniversary of the U.S. Supreme Court’s infamous Roe v. Wade abortion decision. Knights from throughout the nation are encouraged to participate in
the march or other Pro-Life activities along with their families, brother
Knights and other parishioners. There are many activities both in person
and virtual that you can participate in. Details of just some of the opportunities in January to support Life are highlighted below.

March with your Fellow Knights from Across the State. The Maryland State Council will be marching for Life in DC on January 29 th. We
will be wearing masks and practicing social distancing to the greatest extent possible. If you feel safe, come out and join us! For a list of all the
dynamic speakers that will be at the March or for more information on the
various March for Life activities, please visit https://marchforlife.org/
In addition to attending the March for Life, there are many Pro-Life activities which can be done virtually. Some of these opportunities include:
Attend the Virtual March for Life: The Virtual March for Life in
Washington, D.C. will take place on Jan. 29 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
ET. RSVP via marchforlife.co/2021virtual. Please share this virtual opportunity with the Catholic schools
you serve.
Attend the Virtual March for Life Rose Dinner: Our own Supreme Knight
Carl Anderson is the Pro-Life Legacy award honoree. Special guest speaker
is Tim Tebow! For information and registration, please visit
https://marchforlife.org/annual-rose-dinner
Participate in the 9 Days for Life Novena: A great prayer opportunity for you
and your Council is to participate in the USCCB 9 Days for Life novena from
Thursday Jan 21 – Friday Jan 29th. You can sign up for daily email or text messages in either English or Spanish at https://pro-life-activities.lpages.co/9days-for-life-2021-english. Resources to help you spread the word can be
found at respectlife.org/leaders-resources.
Participate in the Archdiocese of Baltimore Life is Beautiful activities: Details can be found at
https://www.archbalt.org/life-is-beautiful-2021/ Highlights include
Sunday January 24th – Life is beautiful Mass celebrated at 10:45 AM by Archbishop William E. Lori at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Wednesday January 27th - Archbishop William E. Lori will host a virtual event at 7 PM for teens
throughout the Archdiocese, providing direction and encouragement to engage our youth in pro-life
advocacy work
Friday January 29th – Vigil for Life Mass - Archbishop William E. Lori will celebrate the Closing Mass
for the Vigil for Life for pilgrims at Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception,
which will be broadcast on EWTN at 8 AM.
Volume 1, Issue 7
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Join the Students for Life Conference: The Students for Life #Stand4Life Weekend is January 27th –
January 30th and will include a well-rounded roster of pro-life activism.
Register at https://studentsforlife.org/stand4life
Confirmed guests include:
Abby Johnson: Planned Parenthood director turned pro-life advocate, post-abortive mother, & subject of
the film Unplanned
Alex Clark: Host of Turning Point USA's daily show "POPlitics"
Lauren Muzyka: The nation's leading expert in pro-life sidewalk counseling & founder of Sidewalk
Advocates for Life

The Youth Rally and Mass for Life, traditionally held at the Capital One Arena in downtown Washington,
D.C., occurs in conjunction with the annual National March for Life held on or near the anniversary of the
1973 Roe V. Wade court decision, which made abortion legal in this country. The rally strives to encourage
youth participating in the March for Life in their witness as disciples of Christ and promoters of the Gospel of
Life. It has grown into a national and even international event with pilgrims traveling from as far away as the
U.S. Virgin Islands and Australia.
This year, the Youth Rally and Mass for Life will be held virtually on January 29, 2021. If your school or
youth group is unable to travel to the in-person March for Life, we encourage you to attend the Virtual Youth
Rally on the same morning. We will offer live streaming on multiple platforms, beginning at 8:30 AM on
Friday, January 29. Mass will begin at 10:00 AM, and will transition into live coverage of the March for Life
on EWTN.
https://youthrallyandmassforlife.org
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The 2021 National Prayer Vigil for Life will take place Thursday, January 28, through Friday, January 29. Please note that, due to COVID-19
restrictions, there are significant changes to the schedule and limitations
for in-person participation. However, we invite you to join us virtually
via livestream on our website and via broadcast on EWTN.

Thursday, January 28, 2021, 8pm – 11pm
8:00 p.m.

National Rosary for Life

8:30 p.m.

Opening Mass

Celebrant & Homilist: Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City in
Kansas – Chairman, USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities

10:00 p.m.

Holy Hour for Life

Please Note:
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, participation in the 2021 National Rosary
for Life, the Opening Mass, and the Holy Hour is VIRTUAL ONLY via livestream on our website and via
broadcast on EWTN. The Basilica will be closed to the public for these events. There is no registration, concelebration, or admittance for clergy or religious. There is no registration or admittance for seminarians. The
Basilica looks forward to the resumption of its regular schedule and operations for the 2022 National Prayer
Vigil for Life. Thank you for your understanding!

Friday, January 29, 2021, 8am – 9am
8:00 a.m.

Closing Mass

Celebrant & Homilist: Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore – Chairman-Elect, USCCB Committee on Pro
-Life Activities
https://www.nationalshrine.org
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Join the Maryland Knights of Columbus at the 2021
National March for Life:

•
•

Friday, January 29, 2021 - Washington, DC.
Meet on the National Mall at 14th Street N.W. (at Madison
Drive), between 10:15 and 10:45 AM.
(Nearest Metro station: either SMITHSONIAN or FEDERAL TRIANGLE)

•
•

Look for the Maryland KofC FLUTTER FLAG.
At 10:45, we will move as a group to the staging area to
watch the program.

___________________________________________

SAFETY FIRST: As Pro-Lifers, we want to also protect the lives of ourselves and our
fellow marchers. Due to Coronovirus, all are strongly encouraged to:
• wear masks
• keep a safe distance from other participants
• stay home if you feel susceptible to illness – We need you next year!

Volume 1, Issue 7

www.kofc-md.org

Page 23

Maryland State Council

January 2021

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE
The SOMD annual Polar Plunge must run completely virtual this year because of Covid. This activity normally raises over $2 million to help support
over 8,700 athletes in Maryland. Because of the cancellation of the Plunge,
Special Olympics Maryland really needs your help!
The Maryland State Knights of Columbus is encouraging all Councils to create a Special Olympics Maryland (SOMD) Virtual Plunge team to raise
funds for Special Olympics Maryland and its athletes. We are encouraging
all Councils to create a council fundraising team with a minimum fundraising
goal of $500. It takes less than 10 minutes to set up a fundraising team, and
once set up, it is super easy to promote! To set up your team, go to www.plungemd.com Step by step instructions are on the State website.

Virtual Plungers can participate through January 31 by recording their “at home” plunges, posting to social
media using hashtag #PlungeMD. Virtual Plungers will be rewarded with surprise bonuses from sponsors and
potential to be highlighted on weekly WBAL TV news segments. All Plungers that raise a minimum of $75
will receive a Polar Bear Plunge 2021 sweatshirt. The first 400 Virtual Plungers that raise a minimum of $150
will also receive an inflatable Plunge pool.

Many options are available to perform the virtual plunge. The pictures above show a few suggestions.

Councils are encouraged to register as a “Team”, with a “Team Captain”

www.PlungeMD.com

Individuals are also encouraged to register as plungers, virtual or on-site

Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk
and Lori “Action” Plaxen
A “Super-Plunger” takes a plunge once an hour for 24
straight hours. Bryan Adamczyk is representing the Maryland State Council as a Super Plunger. Super Plungers need
to raise $10,000. To support Bryan and the Special Olympics
of Maryland, please pledge at Bryan’s page:

https://support.somd.org/fundraiser/2803353
Bryan’s Olympian partner is Lori
“Action” Plaxen. Lori will plunge with
Bryan throughout the event
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Warriors to Lourdes
The Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage allows non-wounded, wounded
(physical, mental and/or moral injuries), ill or injured U.S. military
personnel to travel from the United States and Europe to the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. There, they will
participate in International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) events, which include an international opening ceremony, special
Masses, visits to the famous healing baths at Lourdes, a Unified Sports Challenge and a candlelight vigil that draws tens
of thousands annually.
The 2021 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage is sponsored by the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS) and
the Knights of Columbus (K of C). It takes place 18-25 May 2021 in conjunction with the 62nd annual International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) in Lourdes, France.
All expenses for approved non-wounded, wounded, ill or injured military personnel, as well as designated caregivers,
will be covered by Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc.

To apply to attend the 2021 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage visit warriorstolourdes.com. Applications can be submitted by 15 January 2021. The travel dates are 18-24 May, 2021.

Scholarships
The Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is the sponsor of several High School scholarships for its members and for Catholic Students in general. The complete information on these scholarships and information regarding
eligibility for scholarship awards can be found at https://kofc-md.org/high-school-scholarships/. Awards may be applied to tuition payments only.
Application period is from October 1, 2020 to February 1, 2021. All applications must be received in their entirety by the
Scholarship Committee no later than February 1, 2021.
Additional opportunities are available through the Supreme Council Scholarship Programs:
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/index.html

References:
State Chaplain—Isaiah 9:1 - https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/9
State Chaplain—John 1:5 - https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1
Supreme Knight—”Nonviolence and Racial Justice” https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/nonviolence-and-racial-justice
Supreme Knight—Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/where-do-we-go-from-here-chaos-or-community
State Deputy—Guidelines for Conducting Meetings
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/service/council/method-conducting-council-meetings10318.pdf
State Deputy—Blessed Michael McGivney Documentary—https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/index.html#
First Lady—Building A New Social Justice—
https://www.catholicnews.com/social-justice-must-be-founded-on-care-for-others-pope-tells-judges/
123rd State Convention—https://kofc-md.org/state-convention/
March for Life 2021—https://marchforlife.org/
March for Life 2021—Virtual March—https://marchforlife.co/2021virtual
March for Life 2021—Rose Dinner—https://marchforlife.org/annual-rose-dinner
March for Life 2021—9 Days For Life Novena—https://pro-life-activities.lpages.co/9-days-for-life-2021-english
March for Life 2021—9 Dyas for Life Leaders Resources—https://respectlife.org/leaders-resources
March for Life 2021—Life is Beautiful—https://www.archbalt.org/life-is-beautiful-2021/
March for Life 2021—Students For Life Conference—https://studentsforlife.org/stand4life
March for Life 2021—Youth Raley and Mass for Life—https://youthralleyandmassforlife.org
March for Life 2021—National Prayer Vigil for Life—https://www.nationalshrine.org/masses
Polar Bear Plunge—https://plungemd.org
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Little Sisters Of The Poor:
Liturgical Calendar

Next Drop-Off: 16 Jan 10 AM-12 Noon

Jan 1 The Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of
God
December Drop Off Locations:
Jan 2 Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen
• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center,
Jan 3 The Epiphany of the Lord
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St &
St Mary’s Place)
Jan 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
• St. Michael's Council #2065, St. Michael's Club Hall, RT- Jan 5 St. John Neumann
5 & RT-235 Ridge, P.O. Box 131, Ridge, MD 20680
Jan 10 The Baptism of the Lord
• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens,
Jan 21 St. Agnes
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236
Jan 22 (US) Day of prayer for the Legal Protec• Charles Carroll Council #15985 St. Joseph on Carrollton
tion of Unborn Children
Manor, 5843 Manor Woods Rd., Frederick, MD 21703
Jan 24 St. Francis de Sales
• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707
Jan 25 The Conversion of St. Paul
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910
Jan 26 Sts. Timothy and Titus
• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290
Jan 28 St. Thomas Aquinas
Folly Quarter Rd.,Ellicott City, MD 21042
•

Pangborn Council #1365, Council Home, 20340 Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown, MD 21742
Note: If a council is planning on utilizing Pangborn Council
please coordinate with the Grand Knight, Robert Skok, at
rskok012@gmail.com at home (410) 672-2294 or cell (443)
710-5330
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STATE CALENDAR

JANUARY 2021

1/9

STATE MID TERM MEETING
VIRTUAL MEETING

1/23

PAST STATE DEPUTY TESTIMONIAL
CANCELLED -Will be rescheduled at a
later date

FEBRUARY 2021
MARCH 2021

1/29
TBD
2/20
TBD

MARCH FOR LIFE
CATHOLICS IN ANNAPOLIS
AWD EXEMPLIFICATION
BASKETBALL FREE THROW

3/1
3/6

MARYLAND MARCH FOR LIFE
STATE COUNCIL
“SPRING” MEETING
MARYLAND DISTRICT
EXEMPLIFICATION
FOUNDERS DAY MASS &
RECEPTION

3/13
3/21

APRIL 2021

TBD

FAMILY DAY

MAY 2021

4/30 – 5/2

JUNE 2021

6/18-20

123rd ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION
LEADERSHIP SEMINAR

TBD

STATE TOUR
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CARDINAL GIBBONS
COUNCIL #2521 /
COLUMBUS GARDENS
CARDINAL GIBBONS
COUNCIL #2521 /COLUMBUS
GARDENS
WASHINGTON, DC
TBD
VIRTUAL EXEMPLIFICATION
ARCHBISHOP
SPAULDING H.S.
ANNAPOLIS
ELK LODGE, EASTON
VIRTUAL EXEMPLIFICATION
ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
CHURCH / FR. ROSENSTEEL
COUNCIL #2169
TBD
PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL &
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY
HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD
TBD
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We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos
from state events.

The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the community-group newsletter or other established forms of communication.
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local
council pages for events in within their specific council and community;
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers
will be posted to the official MD State page.
Facebook
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United

https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
STATE NEWSLETTER
Official Publication of the
Maryland State Council
Published Monthly
P.O Box 1468
Bowie, MD 20717
State Deputy …………………… Vincent Grauso
vgrauso@yahoo.com
(410) 340-5216
State Secretary ……………Christopher L. Powers
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com
(301) 481-7208

Instagram
koc_md_united

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/

State Treasurer ………… Anthony N. Salvemini
a.ns@comcast.net
(240) 472-7645
State Advocate ……………
JWinfrey@verizon.net

John F. Winfrey
(301) 345-3794

State Warden ………………
ronaldh246@verizon.net

Ronald G. Hassan
(410) 841-9103

Executive Secretary ………
KofC-MD@hotmail.com

Dale W. Trott
(443) 968-0428

STATE NEWSLETTER
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Koscho
5800 Chris Mar Ave.
Clinton, MD 20735
jkoscho@hotmail.com
(301) 659-9101
Photographer . . . . . . . . . John Fox
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon
Photographer . . . . . Walt Leskuski

EDITOR’S CORNER
The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Council aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder.
Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms.
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .
baward2006@gmail.com

Beth Ward
(301) 873-4015

Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . .
Cynthia Santiago
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com (267) 252-5020
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