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SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Christmas Joy
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori
CHRISTMAS AND JOY go together. We send and receive greeting cards that proclaim Christmas joy. We take part in Christmas parties, dinners and family gatherings. We sing the time-honored hymn “Joy to the World” and look forward to Mass
at Christmas. Yes, Christmas is a season of rejoicing.
But not everyone shares in this spirit of joy. A youth minister I spoke with recently
reminded me of the struggles that so many young people are facing. Some measure
their self-worth by the number of “likes” they receive on social media, and when they
are “disliked” or bullied online or in person, their self-worth plummets. More than a
few live on the edge of despair, and some even harbor thoughts of suicide. It seems
that these young people have yet to experience true joy.
The absence of joy manifests itself in other, less drastic ways, as well. When I walk
my dog around Baltimore, I meet people who are friendly and happy but also people
who are positively glum — walking with their heads down, frowns on their faces,
earbuds in place, disengaged from the world around them.
I am reminded of an insightful comment of St. Paul VI. In his 1975 apostolic exhortation Gaudete in Domino, he wrote: “Technological society has succeeded in multiplying opportunities for pleasure, but it has great difficulty in generating joy.” Songs
and greetings of joy, festive occasions and even beautiful liturgies ring hollow — unless true joy dwells in our hearts.
Those who possess true joy are not deterred by problems or distress — their own or those of others. I know and admire
many priests, deacons, religious and members of the laity who work in some of the most challenged urban neighborhoods anywhere. They encounter heartbreaking human need and suffering every day, yet they never fail to bring a supernatural joy to their ministry. They also have a way of discovering among those living in dire situations a joy and
hope that do not have their origin in this world.
Joy is neither mere pleasure nor a fleeting emotion, but a conviction, wrought in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. We rejoice in the love of God the Father, who sent his Son to draw near to us and to share our humanity with its burden of sin
— precisely to redeem us of sin, to forgive us, and to transfigure our lives after the pattern of his own glory. To believe,
to hope, to receive that divine gift is to have joy which endures through earth’s travails and into eternity.
Let us not imagine that this joy, which has its origin in God, is out of reach. It is meant for everyone and dwells most
intensely in the humble of heart. It is the joy of the children who were blessed by Jesus. It is the joy of Martha, Mary
and Lazarus, who welcomed Jesus into their home. It is the joy of the publican who was forgiven, the shepherd who
found his lost sheep, the woman who found her coin, the thief who found forgiveness at the moment of death.
At Christmas, we celebrate this supreme joy which does not originate in this world. It is the joyful news that the Angel
Gabriel first revealed to the Blessed Virgin Mary: “Behold, you shall conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and called the Son of the Most High” (Lk 1:31-32).
When she visited her cousin Elizabeth and celebrated with her the Good News of salvation, Mary joyfully sang the
praises of God: “The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name” (Lk 1:49). So, too, on that first
Christmas night, the sky was lit with God’s glory and the angels brought tidings of joy to all the earth: “Glory to God in
the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Lk 2:14).

May you and yours have a most joyful Christmas
Reprinted from the December 2019 issue of Columbia Magazine
Volume 1, Issue 6
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org)
Dear Brother Knights,
Greeting!
“Stay Awake.... for you do not know when the appointed time.”
When we are expecting a very important person or very important event to come, a particular reality
called waiting is very imminent. When we wait we feel anxious, uneasy, impatient and unsure if that
person or event will come. A book entitled, Man’s Search for Meaning, written by Victor Frankl, tells
us a story of how he survived the atrocities of the Concentration Camp in Auschwitz. Frankl said that
one of the worst suffering at Auschwitz was waiting: waiting for the war to end, waiting for an uncertain date of release and waiting for death to end the agony. Waiting is one of the big realities of life.
And there are so many waiting in life. We are all waiting for the end of this pandemic, we are waiting
for the vaccine, we are waiting to end the political battle in our government, we are waiting to have peace and order in our streets, we
are waiting to end the social injustice and discrimination in our society. There is waiting at table for food to be served. There is
waiting for the night to fall. There is waiting for the sun to rise. There is a long waiting for healing for the pain to stop and many
more.
In the sacred scriptures, this reality is also given emphasis by Jesus himself to his followers. He said, “Stay awake! ... You do not
know when the appointed time will come. “Jesus admonishes and encourages his followers to remain alert in the spirit. He was about
to leave them for an uncertain length of time. By their faith and commitment to Jesus, his followers are like people who have roused
themselves from spiritual slumber. But the time of his absence would be a time of trial for their faith life when they would be tempted to doze off. He enjoins them to remain awake and watchful so that whenever He comes to them He would find them not sleeping
but watching in faith, ready to welcome him.

After we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King Sunday, the last Sunday in the liturgical year, we now enter the special season of
Advent and start the countdown to Christmas, the Church reminds us that the preparation during this special season and to the celebration of Christmas are essentially spiritual affairs. What is it about Advent that makes this time special? Preparation for Christmas
is one thing, but that’s not all. Advent gives us a vision of our lives as Christians, as Knights, as modern disciples. Advent shows us
the possibilities of life. We all know that life is a continuous journey through time. A journey in cycles, like waves of the ocean,
tides high and low and high again, on and on. In life there are times of high intensity, and times of consolidation where experiences
sink in before the next high. One could never survive on high’s and low alone. These cycles are seen in all aspects of our lives.
Church liturgy clearly shows such a journey in faith, with full cycle covering three years and then it is repeated. Each liturgical year
takes a look at seasons and scripture from different view points while still following a cycle of high intensity and consolidation of
experiences. We are in the season of Advent year cycle B. This season brings us the magnificent vision of life, and hope for the future given to us by Christ. Pope Benedict in his reflection on Advent 1986 said: “Advent is concerned with that very connection
between memory and hope which is so necessary to man. Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional
memory within us, namely, the memory of God who became a child. This is a healing memory; it brings hope. The purpose of the
Church’s year is continually to rehearse her great history of memories, to awaken the heart’s memory so that it can discern the star of
hope..... It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us, memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope.”
Brother Knights , it is only as we experience the full cycle, beginning with unbridled joy in Advent - joy that slowly fades into the
realization of what we have done and to the Christ, that the awful reality of Good Friday can have its full impact. And in that realization we can finally be ready to hear the Good News on Resurrection Sunday. That is the journey that the disciples took. And so
there is value in taking the same journey as knights and as Christians - beginning with the anticipation and joy of Advent. It is for us
a journey of life. Let us accept the challenge today, not only to wake up to the joy of Advent, but to stay awake and continuously
rehearse the experiences, over and over. Let’s open our eyes in faith to see God present and active in our lives , in our families, our
communities, our order, and in our Church. Open our hearts and our houses to the Lord who comes to us daily in the form of the
needy man and woman. This is the best way to prepare to welcome the Lord when he comes on the Last Day. Lastly, let us always
be reminded that we who wait for the coming of the Lord will not be disappointed. He will surely come with His grace and saving
help. Let’s always be ready and be watchful for the Lord’s action in our lives with expectant faith and with joyful home.
God bless us all!
Fr jojo
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SUPREME KNIGHT
The Future of Evangelization
EACH DECEMBER, as we contemplate the birth of Our Lord, we naturally also turn our
gaze toward his mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary. And since the Knights of Columbus is
dedicated to Mary under her title Our Lady of Guadalupe, we have special reason to honor
her Dec. 12.
In 2001, I chose to be installed as supreme knight in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City and to place our Order under her protection.
Nearly a decade earlier, Pope John Paul II had traveled to Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic, to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the evangelization of the New World. He
returned in 1997 for a Special Assembly of Bishops on the theme “The Encounter with the
Living Jesus Christ.”

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

These two historic meetings, followed by John Paul II’s apostolic exhortation Ecclesia in
America, marked a dramatic shift in our understanding of the Church’s mission throughout
the Western Hemisphere.

Pope John Paul II and the synod fathers called for a new communion and solidarity. And in Ecclesia in America, the Holy Father
entrusted this mission to the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, whom he described as the image of “a perfectly inculturated
evangelization” and as “the Star of the first and new evangelization.”
He wrote: “It is my heartfelt hope that she, whose intercession was responsible for strengthening the faith of the first disciples, will
by her maternal intercession guide the Church in America, obtaining the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, as she once did for the early
Church, so that the new evangelization may yield a splendid flowering of Christian life” (11).
Such was my hope for the Knights of Columbus as we prayed in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 2001. It was also my hope
that, through Our Lady’s intercession, the Order would make a unique contribution to communion and solidarity among Catholics
throughout our hemisphere.
Then, in 2009, the postulator of the cause for canonization of St. Juan Diego, Msgr. Eduardo Chávez, and I wrote a book titled Our
Lady of Guadalupe: Mother of the Civilization of Love. We did so, in part, to help our readers understand the truly radical extent to
which this “perfectly inculturated evangelization” was able to communicate directly to the indigenous people of our hemisphere. But
there was another equally important reason for writing the book.
In its introduction, we explained that “although we believe the appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe to be a historical fact, we do
not think that it should be consigned only to the pages of history books. In fact, in a unique way, the full radicalness of Our Lady of
Guadalupe’s apparition can only be understood fully now, when Catholicism’s most expressed model for society is a Civilization of
Love.”
Since then, I have become even more impressed with the impact of Our Lady of Guadalupe during our age of rapid globalization.
Long regarded as Patroness of the Philippines, she increasingly inspires interest and devotion in other parts of Asia, as well as Africa, North America and Europe. For example, one can even see an icon of Our Lady of Guadalupe on the encolpion medallion worn
by a Ukrainian Catholic bishop.
Historian Philip Jenkins made a stunning observation in his landmark study of global Christianity, The Next Christendom. He wrote
that in 1900, 83% of the world’s Christians lived in Europe and North America. By 2050, he said, an estimated 72% of the world’s
Christians will live in Africa, Asia and Latin America.
The future of Christianity may depend in more ways than we can imagine on the non-European example of “a perfectly inculturated
evangelization.” Such evangelization affirms the dignity of all those indigenous peoples living in what Jenkins describes as the next
Christendom.
Since 1905, when the Knights of Columbus was established in Mexico and the Philippines, we have helped establish communion and
solidarity among Catholics across the globe. I am confident that in the years ahead we will continue to make an extraordinary contribution to this mission.
Vivat Jesus!

Reprinted from the December 2019 issue of Columbia Magazine
Volume 1, Issue 6
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE
State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)
I hope everyone had a Blessed Thanksgiving. It turns out the coronavirus is still
causing issues with our meetings and forcing us to meet virtually for the next
month. Our state midterm meeting scheduled for January 9th at Columbus Gardens will now be a virtual session for District Deputies, District Wardens, Grand
Knights, Deputy Grand Knights and state council officers and chairman.
I have just returned from the State Deputy midterm meeting that was held virtually. There were many changes that were discussed which I hope to relay to everyone at the state midterm meeting in more detail. However, I hope to give you
some of the highlights in this article.
The Supreme Council has created a remote programming resource. While Inperson programming is and should always be the preference and the norm, remote programming is
meant to add on to and enhance current program guidelines and requirements. The “Steps and Best Practices” listed in the resource are intended to help your council think creatively and plan proactively as you work
to enhance your programs through remote access. It is 100% up to the council if they choose to implement some or all of the programs remotely.
Council meeting guidelines have changed. You may now send minutes to members by email or post on secure website in advance of the meeting. However, any personal information about members must be redacted. You do not need to read minutes at a meeting, only ask for approval. There is still a requirement for
council to have two meetings per month renamed an officer planning meeting and a council meeting. There
is no financial secretary report in the new script only a treasurer report in a council meeting. The FS report
should be given at the council officer planning meeting. The council is now allowed to have guests or nonmembers at a meeting if the council votes in advance to allow it. A new script for the meeting will be available for download in December with a webinar on the topic December 17th. Part of the new agenda is the
“Other” reports section that contains programs, 4th degree, insurance and district deputy reports found after
membership report and before unfinished business. Grand Knight’s Summary was added before the closing
prayer. These changes are for immediate use.
Mary Jane and I hope you have a Blessed Advent season and a Merry Christmas. In this time of pandemic
please stay safe and pray for everyone that is sick. May the joy of the birth of the baby Jesus be in your
heart this month. I would like to leave you with a Christmas Prayer:
Loving God, during this holy season of Christmas we ask for your blessing on all our families. Let Mary’s
openness to your wondrous ways be an inspiration to place all trust in you. Let Joseph’s courage provide
hope during times of anxiety and uncertainty. Let Jesus’s life ignite all families with a spirit of light and
love. May the grace that encircled the Holy Family widen to embrace all families. Amen.
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
Getting Into The Spirit of Christmas
First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso
This has been a very difficult and stressful year for everyone to endure due to Coronavirus. Many changes to our normal everyday life have impacted all of us. We have just celebrated a Thanksgiving that was
vastly different from any other. We followed the advice of Gov. Hogan and Dr. Fauci to keep our loved
ones safe, but in the process, we were unable to spend time in person with family and friends. The loneliness and isolation have impacted us all. In order to cope, many people have placed their focus of the upcoming Christmas season – putting up Christmas lights, wreaths and lawn decorations many weeks prior
to Thanksgiving.
Christmas marks the start of a new beginning. Pope Julius I proclaimed December 25 as the birth of Jesus
(the bible makes no mention of the date of Jesus’ birth). It so happens that December 25 falls in the winter solstice which means that winter was over and a new season was about to begin. It was Jesus’ great
sacrifice of dying on the cross for us that removed all sin, and his resurrection is the hope and promise of
the Eternal life in heaven with him. A new beginning indeed.
The true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of the birth
of our Savior, Jesus. We know that through our belief in
Christ, we are all daughters and sons of God. Heaven will one
day be our home. Perhaps all of the changes provide an opportunity to look at the Christmas season differently this year.
A chance to take in the true meaning along with the wonder
and awe of the season.
CHRISTMAS TRADITITIONS
Christmas has been celebrated for two millennia. People
around the world have been observing it with traditions and
practices that are both religious and secular in nature. Popular
customs include exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees,
attending church, and sharing meals with family and friends.
A tradition that has been in my Italian family has been the dinner of 7 fishes that was prepared on Christmas Eve. It included fried
Calamari, Clam sauce with Spaghetti, Mussels Fra Diavelo, Baccala (salted cod), breaded Shrimp, Anchovy aioli with walnuts and
capers over angel hair, and Ensalta di Purpo (Octopus salad). Tradition was that my dad who was a chef would do all the fish prep
and frying in the basement kitchen and my mom would be setting up the dinner table having spent all weekend prior to Christmas
Eve baking a variety of Italian homemade cookies and struffoli (honey balls) – my favorite. Dinner was followed by watching the
classic movie “White Christmas’ and going to Midnight Mass.
With the passing of both my parents, the tradition is being carried on by our daughter, Adrienne, who several years prior to their
passing spent two summers in NJ with her grandparents writing down all of the recipes and learning how to make all the desserts
and fish dishes.
And of course … the most important visitor that children around the world are waiting for is Santa Claus. He is also known as St.
Nicholas, Babbo Natale in Italy, Père Noël in France, Father Christmas in England, Julenisse in Scandanavia, and Sinter Klass in the
Netherlands.
La Befana is uniquely Italian. She is a very friendly and amiable Italian witch who rides around on a broomstick. She often smiles
and carries a sack full of candies and gifts. In Italian folklore, La Befana brings presents to the good children on the morning of The
Epiphany, January 6.
Whichever traditions you may follow, may the magic of Christmas fill your home with joy, love, and peace. We are sending virusfree virtual hugs and kisses just for you! We hope you have a very Merry Christmas and that we can see you again soon. Until
then, cheers to you and your family from afar and best wishes for your good health and happiness!

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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COUNCIL GROWTH
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net)
Last month I gave you some ideas on how to recruit during these pandemic times. I think we can all agree we
are not in the best of circumstances. So why should we even try to recruit new members into the Knights of
Columbus?
Remember “One New Member per Council per Month”? This has not gone away nor will it. Each and every
one of our districts and councils should strive to attain this goal. It is not going to be easy but that is not a bad
thing. It will force us to come up with new and better ideas. Ideas that we will be able to use when this pandemic is over.
Let’s not recruit to have someone new to wash the dishes after our pancake breakfast. If we want to retain our
members we should find out what he is interested in and do everything possible to tie him to a program in that
category. Get him involved in a council charitable event as soon as possible.
We should recruit to help keep our insurance program one of the best in the country. I do not understand why
we shy away from talking about the insurance program to our new members. Remember what Father
McGivney said when asked why he started the Knights of Columbus, “To strengthen the faith of the men in
the parish and to care for their widows”. I wish you could experience the feeling of delivering a check to a
widow and her children knowing this will keep them in their home and school. You would then appreciate
why the insurance program exist.

We should recruit because our parish needs us. Think about all we do for our parishes. We are ushers, readers, Eucharistic Ministers. We provide the man power to run the crab feast, bull roast and bingo. We provide
the funds for a new roof, new sound system, new chairs and many more things the parish needs. We are members of the Parish Council, we cut the grass, and we paint the hall and anything else our pastor needs. We are
an integral part of parish life and the more the merrier.
We should recruit to keep our ladies happy. The more members we have the more we can share our responsibilities. That means there is more time to spend with our wives and families. Remember our ladies are the
backbone of the order. They are the ones that allow us to do all we do. Let’s keep them happy.
We should recruit to make Star Council. This might seem like a self-serving reason because it is. Attaining
Star Council Status will allow us to do all the things we need to do. The truth is this is how our Grand Knights
will be judged. Every council should strive to make Star.
When you read this it will be December. Of course we will be in the Christmas Season. So from the entire
Council Growth Team and our wives I want to wish all of you a Very Merry and God filled Christmas. Be
safe.
Vivat Jesus
Tom O’Hara
State Council Growth Director
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STATE PROGRAMS
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com)
As we close out a year that has been unlike any other, maybe it’s time we reflect now on some things we’ve learned
about ourselves as Knights, especially over the past five months. Nothing has been easy- we all know that- but perhaps
we gained some wisdom along the way about our capacity to make a difference.
We learned that programs really do matter, especially during a pandemic. When “Our Little Sisters of the Poor” campaign kicked off in March, we found that by working together across the state we had the ability to collect thousands of
pounds of food and supplies each month for the Sisters in Wilmington, Catonsville, and Washington. Thanks to Walt
Leskuski for his leadership on this.
We learned that we have the ability to care for others outside our borders, even during times of so much domestic turmoil here at home. Under the leadership of Alex Lopez-Bueno we packed and donated over 2,000 “blessing boxes” as
part of the “Box of Joy” program that brings happiness to so many children in impoverished countries each Christmas.
We learned that in a virtual world we still can remain connected to each other as we hosted countless zoom calls involving council, chapter and state meetings, installations and even exemplifications. I am reminded of Faith Director Lou
Woods who launched the virtual “Into the Breach” series for all DD’s during the summer- a first attempt at doing this in
the Order. And I know that many councils continue deepening their faith by hosting virtual rosaries, novenas, and other
prayful activities.
We learned that despite the many obstacles involved with raising funds, a number of councils discovered new ways to
bring in critical dollars for their organization - and had fun doing it! Pope John Paul the Great Council 13859 raised over
$8,000 with their drive-thru seafood dinner a few months ago! Other councils ran with similar exciting programs. And
Maryland Special Olympics recently created an on-line fund-raising option for the Knights so that we can participate in
the Virtual Plunge this winter!
We learned that our priests needed us now more than ever- and that we could respond in so many unique ways! When
our council members sanitized church pews, striped parking lots, landscaped parish grounds, and donated vital funds to
shore up a parish’s shrinking savings account, those were sure signs of the Holy Spirit moving us to take action!
We learned that “Leaving No Neighbor Behind” was personal. Reaching out with a phone call to check on a brother
Knight or an isolated senior citizen, hosting a blood drive to help those in our community, or donating food from our
kitchen cabinet to a food pantry- all these activities were driven from a heart-felt desire to serve others.
And we learned that we no longer have to spend hours writing program reports each period. Reports serve a purpose, of
course, but it’s running the program that serves even a bigger one. So now we simply take four minutes to complete an
on-line program report, hit the “submit” button, then send it to the DD and to Peter O’Sullivan. Yes, it’s that easy!
Despite all the challenges we have faced this fraternal year, we still have learned a lot about ourselves and our capacity
to do good. As Knights we have this unique and uncanny ability to overcome enormous obstacles in our efforts to serve
others in our councils, parishes, and communities. Our Catholic faith defines us, but it’s how we put our faith into action
that makes us Knights of Columbus.
Thanks to all of our Knights, our wives, and our families who have inspired so many during these tough times. You certainly have inspired me! Wishing you all a safe and blessed Christmas and New Year- and the joy that comes from
knowing that you are learning new ways to make a difference!
Vivat Jesus!
Terry
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AROUND MARYLAND
Fall Meeting
State Deputy Vince Grauso gathered the State Staff, District Deputies, and District Wardens together at the Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton Shrine in Emmetsburg on 24 October. District Deputies and District Wardens are to take the information from the Fall Meeting back to the councils in their Districts.
State Officers and Staff watch
a video from the Supreme
Council

State Deputy Vince Grauso addresses
the Fall Meeting crowd
Master of the Maryland District Fritz
Leach addresses the meeting

Fr. Jojo gives the closing prayer

State Community Director Terry Waters talks about upcoming State programs
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AROUND MARYLAND
Memorial Mass
The Maryland State Memorial Mass was held at St. Louis Church in Clarksville on 15 November. Mass was celebrated by the State
Chaplain Fr. Jose (Jojo) Opalda, Associate State Chaplain Fr. Donald Grzymski, and Assistant to the State Chaplain Deacon James
Dominic and Deacon David Ludwikoski. Prior to Mass, the State Officers read through the State Necrology.
Maryland State Officers
prepare to read the
Necrology

Fr. Jojo sings his homily “God’s Way”

Deacon David
Ludwikoski proclaims the gospel

Fr. Donald Grzymski and Deacon James
Dominic

Combined Color Corps from the Maryland
District and the Archdiocese of Washington
District prepare for the recessional.
Socially Distanced congregation for the State Memorial Mass
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AROUND MARYLAND
Food For Families
Food For Families Chairman By: Chris Cocker (e-mail: c2_1998@yahoo.com )
There is an ever-increasing need to minister to the needs of our community. Below are three success stories –
please evaluate how your Council is measuring up:
Brian Murphy, GK Council 11106, St. John the Baptist, Silver Spring MD. Since March, the Council has
raised $13,000 and 20,000 lbs. of food which donated to St. Camillus in Silver Spring Md. This started by Nina McCormick who was doing a project for Sidwell Friends to take care of the community. They wish to
acknowledge sponsor Sunbelt Rentals and Washington DC store manager Jon Thornton with their donation of
a stake body truck traffic and traffic cones in organizing and transporting the donations to St Camillus. State
Food for Families Program Chair Chris Coker met personally with GK Murphy to extend his gratitude and
congratulations for the hard work of Council 1105.
John Stansfield, GK Council 8736, Long Green Valley, Hydes, MD. With generous donations from its
Brother Knights, the Council delivered food to five different charities in Baltimore City which provided for the
less fortunate in their community. GK Stansfield especially acknowledges Brother Chris Phillips for heading
their incredible food drive and all of those that volunteered for this program, from collecting food and monies
to delivering to the charities that need these most needed donations.
Jean-Claude Amisial, GK Council 9808 Msgr. Pennington, Burtonsville, MD. The Council continues to support the Church of the Resurrection Parish food pantry and its weekly distribution of groceries to the less fortunate in the community. The weekly average donation is over 50 bags of groceries which feed from to 30 - 40
families. On Nov. 14, the Council stuffed 140 bags for the Parish Thanksgiving food drive, and each bag included a $20 gift card from Giant, with 40 of these bags being donated to Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Washington. On Sat. Nov. 21, the Council contributed and distributed 28 turkeys in collaboration with
the Parish Thanksgiving food drive.
CHALLENGE to State Councils: Presently, Supreme has similar programs with the same objectives of supporting local food banks and Parish food pantries that minister to their communities, being:
Food for Families under the Faith in Action – Family Programs, or Feed the Hungry, being one of the one
of the five service activities under the Leave No
Neighbor Behind program.
We are encouraging District Deputies to select one Council
within each District to share their success stories with the
State Council. Please send your Councils’ success story to
State Food for Families Program Chairman Chris Coker at
c2_1998@yahoo.com by December 31. Your stories will be
reviewed and the two winning Councils will be awarded with
a $50 Knights Gear certificate at the upcoming Mid-Term
Meeting!

Thanksgiving Totes packed by Msgr. Pennington Council 9808
Volume 1, Issue 6
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Council 9808, From left: Greg Lawrence, Treasurer,
Chris Coker FDD District 10, Scott Ford PGK, Basil
Allison PGK, Mike Stempihar PGK, Theresa Najarian, parishioner , Jean-Claude Amisial, GK
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AROUND MARYLAND
On October 17 during the ride for Vocations the Maryland Knights of
Columbus were well represented by State Programs Director Terry Waters and McNamara Chapter Vice President Michael Davenport. They
cycled 55 miles in Southern Maryland. Knights from Councils throughout the region cycled in the event and supported rest stops along the
routes. Southern Maryland Knights also provided a cookout at the finish
line.

The event was publicized in the St. Mary’s County Times. The article
can be found in the 8 October issue at:
https://countytimes.somd.com/archive/2020/10-oct/2020-10-08.pdf

For the past several years Patriotic Activities
Chairman Thomas Greul has been leading efforts
to support our troops. This is what he has done this
year:
69 boxes with about 4 more going to hopefully 12
Forward Operating Bases for our troops. Protein,
toiletries (male and female), hand warmers, crackers, popcorn, toothpaste, toothbrushes, dental
floss. Instead of Styrofoam the boxes are filled
with loose hard candies!
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HISPANIC PAGE
“Cajita de la Alegría”

By: Willians Castillo, District Deputy 14
Como todas las festividades, la Navidad es un acontecimiento mágico. Lo es porque ofrece la oportunidad de empezar de nuevo, de
celebrar el nacimiento del niño Jesus y el renacimiento del mundo. Las luces del árbol de Navidad son símbolo de un nuevo sol que
traerá luz y el goce de una vida nueva. Los regalos para un niño simbolizan los “dones” de los 3 Reyes Magos. Es tan importante
esta època en la vida de un niño que deja una huella imborrable. ¡Quien de nosotros no se acuerda de esa sensación grata y de inmenso bienestar que nos dejaba la Navidad cuando éramos pequeños!
No hay un niño en el mundo que no le parezca interminable la espera de la Navidad. Para ellos, la Navidad los convierte en el centro
de atención afectuosa. Los hace sentir especiales. Cada año, los niños necesitan de esta magia positiva que les recuerda que son inmensamente queridos. Los regalos que reciben les demuestran que se les quiere y también que son personas valiosas. La repetición
regular de estas festividades le garantiza al niño que sigue siendo importante. Las festividades como la Navidad ó el cumpleaños son
entonces para los niños los momentos más destacados del año. Una buena celebración le permite al niño organizar su vida afectiva
alrededor de estos acontecimientos felices.
Estas fechas, por lo tanto, hay que celebrarlas para que los niños tengan la oportunidad de ser especiales y de reafirmar el afecto de
todos sus seres queridos. Los regalos son símbolos materiales de este afecto. Las cenas familiares también tienen su función porque
le recuerdan al niño que son parte de un nuevo núcleo familiar fuerte. En caso de que falte alguno de los dos padres, el niño al ver a
su familia reunida, siente la protección de sus parientes. Esta seguridad afectiva es necesaria para ellos porque necesitan combatir el
miedo al abandono que todos llevamos dentro. La reunión familiar tranquiliza porque le demuestra al niño la presencia de otros familiares que acudirían en su ayuda en un momento de crisis por esta pandemina Covid-19 que nos a golpeado fuertemente.
El niño Dios y Papá Noél son figuras en las cuales los niños necesitan creer hasta cierta edad. Entre los 9 y los 10 años la mayoría de
los niños ya no necesitan creer en estas figuras míticas portadoras de regalos. Es importante hasta entonces permitirle creer que el
“Niño Dios” ó “Papá Noél” llegan en Nochebuena a visitarlos. Los niños pequeños están en una edad en que necesitan el apoyo de la
magia para poder hacer frente a la vida. Las explicaciones racionales no les sirve a estos pequeños, sino más bien que sus fantasías
navideñas sean aceptadas y aplaudidas por sus padres. Si despojamos a las festividades de su magia, perderá para el niño el gran sentido simbólico e inconsciente. Esta pérdida a su vez hace que no se tengan los efectos tranquilizadores emocionales que necesita un
niño para el resto de su vida.
Las tradiciones familiares durante la celebración son dignas de fomentar. La cena del 24 en familia, la Misa de Gallo, el almuerzo y
las novenas hay que cultivarlas. Estos ritos tienen también un efecto beneficioso y además proveen al niño con “herramientas de pertenencia” que podrán transmitir a la próxima generación. Si no existen tradiciones navideñas en una familia nunca es tarde para comenzar.
Es hermoso recordarle a nuestros hijos que la Navidad es una época de dar y recibir. Ojalá podamos hacer esto en la práctica ayudando en forma constructiva a los más necesitados. Dentro de nuestras tradiciones anuales los Caballeros de Colon del Distrito 14 debemos fomentar esa necesidad. Es bueno que los niños vean las necesidades de los demás y puedan ser lo suficientemente importantes
para darle algo a alguien.
¡La Navidad entonces es una magnífica oportunidad para nutrir emocionalmente a nuestros niños, darles seguridad y despertar su
sensibilidad social. No la desaprovechemos!. Caballeros de Colon Hispanos y sus Dignas Esposas. ¡Démosles a estos niños de Latinoamerica un legado de amor y esperanza celebrando la Navidad de la mejor forma posible!.
Asamblea 3769 San Alfonso Maria de Ligorio, Annapolis – FN Bernabe Aguilar
Damas Auxiliadoras del Perpetuo Socorro de Baltimore – Presidenta Ana Ramirez
Consejo 16611 San Juan Neumann de Baltimore – GK Jose Ramirez
Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Hyattsville – GK Edwin Velis
Consejo 13463 San Juan Diego, Gaithersburg – GK Salomon Galdamez
Consejo 17545 San Bernardino de Siena, Suitland – GK Pedro Villatoro
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Jose Ramírez, Gran Caballero
del Consejo 16611 San Juan
Neumann de Baltimore

Sir Knight’s de la Asamblea 3769 San Alfonso
Maria de Ligorio, Annapolis (izq-der) Jesus
López, Noris Barahona, FN Bernabe Aguilar,
Amilcar Salmeron y Alberto Hernández.
Los niños Jesús y Krystal López.

Directiva de las
Damas
Auxiliadoras
del Perpetuo
Socorro de
Baltimore

Ana Ramirez, Presidenta de las
Damas Auxiliadoras del Perpetuo
Socorro de Baltimore

Salomon Galdamez, Gran Caballero del Consejo 13463 San Juan
Diego junto al
Chairman de la
Cajita de la Agria
Alex López.

Dignas Esposas de los Caballeros recolectando las
“Cajitas de la Alegría”
Caballeros del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero
de Hyattsville recolectando las Cajitas de la Alegría. (izqder) Elenilson Ayala, Julio Aragón, GK Edwin Velis, Juan
Suchite y Mario Villatoro
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POLAR BEAR PLUNGE
The Maryland State Councill Knights of Columbus continues our support of
the Special Olympics Maryland efforts to support the Special Olympics Athletes.
Polar Bear Plunge 2021 represents the 25th Anniversary of the Plunge. The
Plunge will take place over three days, 29-31 January, at Sandy Point park
in Annapolis. The 2021 Plunge will also include a virtual option.
Safety is a priority—at Sandy Point park, there will be 50 participant slots
per 1/2 hour time slots on the Plunge Days. The Friday/Saturday/Sunday
1/2 hour time slots start at 10AM and run through 4PM each day.
Virtual Plungers can participate by recording their “at home” plunges beginning December 21, posting to social media using hashtag #PlungeMD. Virtual Plungers will be rewarded with surprise bonuses from sponsors
and potential to be highlighted on weekly WBAL TV news segments.
All Plungers that raise a minimum of $75 will receive a Polar Bear Plunge 2021 sweatshirt. The first 400 Virtual Plungers that raise a minimum of $150 will also receive an inflatable Plunge pool.

Many options are available to perform the virtual plunge. The pictures above show a few suggestions.

Councils are encouraged to register as a “Team”, with a “Team Captain”

www.PlungeMD.com

Individuals are also encouraged to register as plungers, virtual or on-site

Super Plunger Bryan Adamczyk
and Lori “Action” Plaxen
A “Super-Plunger” takes a plunge once an hour for 24
straight hours. Bryan Adamczyk is representing the Maryland State Council as a Super Plunger. Super Plungers need
to raise $10,000. To support Bryan and the Special Olympics
of Maryland, please pledge at Bryan’s page:

https://support.somd.org/fundraiser/2803353
Bryan’s Olympian partner is Lori
“Action” Plaxen. Lori will plunge with
Bryan throughout the event
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The Order’s Keep Christ in Christmas Program is more than just the poster contest!
Remember, you can Keep Christ in Christmas by organizing programs such as:
Journey to the Inn – Las Posadas
Light Up for Christ
Creche Blessings
Advent Wreath Blessings
Home Blessings at Epiphany
See Form 10681 on the Supreme Website for these details!
However, the backbone of the Keep Christ in Christmas programs continues to be
the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest (Form 5024 on Supreme Website)
Changes this year to the State Contest, leading into the International Contest:
Rules found in Publication 5024 on Supreme Website will apply.
Original artwork shall be 11” x 17” in size and must be original hand-done artwork – no
electronic or computerized artwork will be accepted.
Artwork must be submitted using the Form 5025 on the Supreme Website.
Extra Time this Year! Make it Count! Because of COVID-19, the time frame for the contest
is being extended. This year, councils must submit their Participation Report Form 5023,
along with their council’s winning posters no later than 5:00 p.m. on January 9, 2021.
Posters can be submitted any time before that date. Because of the Mid-Term Meeting
being moved to a virtual platform, that drop-off opportunity will not be available, so please
plan accordingly to have your council winners to Ed or Dirk by the deadline above.
Due to COVID-19 concerns this year, each council’s winning posters and their Form 5025s,
as well as the Council’s Form 5023, may be submitted electronically to the Program Chair
or Program Director (see below), in lieu of hardcopy deliverables.
Councils and Artists must preserve the original artwork for possible submission to Supreme
should their poster be selected as the State Winner.
Winners at the State Level will be announced no later than January 25, 2021.
Winning State Council posters will be submitted to Supreme Council by February 28, 2021,
with Supreme winners announced around March 15, 2021.
Contact Program Chair Ed Day (240.672.3235, eld2323@yahoo.com) or Family Activities
Director Dirk Griffin (301.639.5995, dirkagriffin@gmail.com) with any questions or
concerns, and to deliver winning posters.
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Maryland State Council Charity Fund
Knights of Columbus
Maryland State Council
P.O Box 1468
Bowie, MD 20717
The purpose of our charity fund is “TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS IN
TEMPORARY URGENT NEED” in the name of the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF MARYLAND. The Fund is
intended to be a “BRIDGE” to financial recovery and does not take on long term cases. It is designed to supplement
financial help already provided by the Council charity fund.
Your contributions have allowed the Charity Fund Board of Directors to award over $1,200,000.00 for needy causes since
the fund’s inception on July 6, 1984.
The Charity Fund’s mission has been successful due largely to your generosity over the years. We have paid for expenses
associated with medical, hospital, mortgages, rents, utilities, car payments, insurances, equipment for the handicapped, and
have provided respectable burials for other Brother Knights.
All donations are available for distribution to those in urgent financial need. Minor administrative expenses to administer
the charity fund and Corporation are borne by earnings on investments. All personnel associated with the Charity Fund are
Brother Knights who give of their time and talent to assist those in need. The Charity Fund is funded by member donations
made by envelope or through a work place Combined Federal Campaign/United Way program. The Fund also benefits from
special donations in the form of golf tournaments, raffles, and donations made by Council, District, Chapter, Assembly, and
Ladies Auxiliary fundraising activities. The Charity Fund only grows by your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donations. Donations
of any amount are gladly accepted and go to further our mission.
The Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. is recognized by the IRS as a section 501 c (3) entity
and the Corporation is compliant with all Federal and State rules and regulations. ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX
DEDUCTIBLE. The Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. is an approved Combined Federal
Campaign (CFC) organization which enables you to make donations through your Federal or State employer during annual
charity campaigns.
Chesapeake Bay Area Combined Federal Campaign (ID code 78166)
Combined Federal Campaign of the National Capital Area (ID code 78166)
Maryland Charity Campaign (State employees and retirees) (ID code 5384)
The proper ID Code MUST BE USED to correctly route your donation.
If you contribute through a Charity Campaign other than those above, please ensure that the Charity Fund address
below is included in your pledge voucher in the “DONOR OPTION” section:
MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY FUND, INC.
P.O. Box 1468
Bowie, Maryland 20717
CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT?
If you have ANY questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Jim Seidleck, Co-Director
410-721-0206 or seidleckjm@msn.com
Volume 1, Issue 6
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Warriors to Lourdes
The Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage allows non-wounded, wounded
(physical, mental and/or moral injuries), ill or injured U.S. military
personnel to travel from the United States and Europe to the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. There, they will
participate in International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) events, which include an international opening ceremony, special
Masses, visits to the famous healing baths at Lourdes, a Unified Sports Challenge and a candlelight vigil that draws tens
of thousands annually.
The 2021 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage is sponsored by the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS) and
the Knights of Columbus (K of C). It takes place 18-25 May 2021 in conjunction with the 62nd annual International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) in Lourdes, France.
All expenses for approved non-wounded, wounded, ill or injured military personnel, as well as designated caregivers,
will be covered by Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc.
To apply to attend the 2021 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage visit warriorstolourdes.com. Applications can be submitted by 15 January 2021. The travel dates are 18-24 May, 2021.

Scholarships
The Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is the sponsor of several High School scholarships for its members and for Catholic Students in general. The complete information on these scholarships and information regarding
eligibility for scholarship awards can be found at https://kofc-md.org/high-school-scholarships/. Awards may be applied to tuition payments only.

Application period is from October 1, 2020 to February 1, 2021. All applications must be received in their entirety by the
Scholarship Committee no later than February 1, 2021.
Additional opportunities are available through the Supreme Council Scholarship Programs:
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/index.html

References:
Supreme Chaplain—Gaudete in Domino—
http://www.vatican.va/content/paul-vi/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19750509_gaudete-in-domino.html
Supreme Chaplain— Lk 1:31-32 —https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1
Supreme Chaplain—Lk 1:49—https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1
Supreme Chaplain—Lk 2:14—https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/2
State Chaplain—Man’s Search for Meaning—https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man's_Search_for_Meaning
Supreme Knights—Ecclesia in America —
http://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america.html
Supreme Knight—Our Lady of Guadalupe: Mother of the Civilization of Love. http://www.guadalupecelebration.com/gc/en/resources/excerpt.pdf (Excerpt)
Supreme Knight—The Next Christendom https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0195146166.001.0001/acprof-9780195146165
Keep Christ in Christmas—Program Guide (Form 10681): https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/family/keepchrist-in-christmas/10681-kcic-guide-book.pdf
Keep Christ In Christmas—Journey to the Inn (form 9898): https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/communications/posada.pdf
Keep Christ in Christmas—Poster Contest Guidebook (Form 5024): https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/
family/keep-christ-in-christmas/5024-kcic-poster-contest-guide-book.pdf
Keep Christ In Christmas—Poster Contest Entry Form (Form 5025): https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/
family/keep-christ-in-christmas/5025-kcic-entry-score-sheet-fillable.pdf
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Little Sisters Of The Poor:
Liturgical Calendar

Next Drop-Off: 19 Dec10 AM-12 Noon

Dec 3 Memorial of St. Francis Xavier
Dec 6 Second Sunday of Advent
December Drop Off Locations:
Dec 7 Memorial of St. Ambrose, Bishop and
• Patuxent Council #2203, The Msgr. Keesler Parish Center,
Doctor of the Church
800 Main St., Laurel, MD 20707, (At corner of Main St &
St Mary’s Place)
Dec 8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
• St. Michael's Council #2065, St. Michael's Club Hall, RTDec 12 Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
5 & RT-235 Ridge, P.O. Box 131, Ridge, MD 20680
Dec 13 Third Sunday of Advent
• Cardinal Gibbons Council #2521, Columbus Gardens,
4301 Klosterman Ave., Nottingham, MD 21236
Dec 14 Memorial of St. John of the Cross, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
• Charles Carroll Council #15985 St. Joseph on Carrollton
Manor, 5843 Manor Woods Rd., Frederick, MD 21703
Dec 25 St. Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Dec 26 Feast of St. Stephen, The First Martyr
• Father Rosensteel Council #2169, Council Home, 9707
Rosensteel Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dec 27 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
• Saint Louis the King #11898, Shrine of St. Anthony, 12290 Joseph
Folly Quarter Rd.,Ellicott City, MD 21042
Dec 28 Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs
•

Pangborn Council #1365, Council Home, 20340 Leitersburg Pike, Hagerstown, MD 21742
Note: If a council is planning on utilizing Pangborn Council
please coordinate with the Grand Knight, Robert Skok, at
rskok012@gmail.com at home (410) 672-2294 or cell (443)
710-5330
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STATE CALENDAR
DECEMBER 2020

12/19

STATE CHRISTMAS PARTY &
STAR NIGHT
CANCELLED

CARDINAL GIBBONS
COUNCIL #2521/
COLUMBUS GARDENS

JANUARY 2021

1/9

STATE MID TERM MEETING
VIRTUAL MEETING

1/23

PAST STATE DEPUTY TESTIMONIAL

CARDINAL GIBBONS
COUNCIL #2521/
COLUMBUS GARDENS
CARDINAL GIBBONS
COUNCIL #2521/
COLUMBUS GARDENS

CANCELLED -Will be rescheduled
at a later date

FEBRUARY 2021
MARCH 2021

TBD

MARCH FOR LIFE

WASHINGTON, DC

TBD
2/21
TBD

CATHOLICS IN ANNAPOLIS
AWD EXEMPLIFICATION
BASKETBALL FREE THROW

3/6

STATE COUNCIL “SPRING”
MEETING
FOUNDERS DAY MASS &
RECEPTION

TBD
VIRTUAL EXEMPLIFICATION
ARCHBISHOP
SPAULDING H.S.
ELK LODGE, EASTON

3/21

APRIL 2021
MAY 2021

TBD
4/30 – 5/2

JUNE 2021

6/18-20

FAMILY DAY
123rd ANNUAL STATE
CONVENTION
LEADERSHIP SEMINAR

TBD

STATE TOUR
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ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
CHURCH
FR. ROSENSTEEL COUNCIL
#2169
TBD
PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL &
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY
HOLIDAY INN &
CONFERENCE CENTER,
SOLOMONS MD
TBD

Page 21

Maryland State Council

December 2020

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos
from state events.
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the community-group newsletter or other established forms of communication.
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local
council pages for events in within their specific council and community;
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers
will be posted to the official MD State page.
Facebook
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United

https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
STATE NEWSLETTER
Official Publication of the
Maryland State Council
Published Monthly
P.O Box 1468
Bowie, MD 20717
State Deputy …………………… Vincent Grauso
vgrauso@yahoo.com
(410) 340-5216

State Secretary ……………Christopher L. Powers
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com
(301) 481-7208
Instagram
koc_md_united

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/

Holy Mary of
Guadalupe
The Mexican 4 petal jasmine in
“Nahui Ollin” position, the solar
flower, over the womb of the Virgin of Guadalupe, manifests that
she is the mother of the only Omnipotent and Eternal God owner of
life, heaven and earth.

State Treasurer ………… Anthony N. Salvemini
a.ns@comcast.net
(240) 472-7645
State Advocate ……………
JWinfrey@verizon.net

John F. Winfrey
(301) 345-3794

State Warden ………………
ronaldh246@verizon.net

Ronald G. Hassan
(410) 841-9103

Executive Secretary ………
KofC-MD@hotmail.com

Dale W. Trott
(443) 968-0428

STATE NEWSLETTER
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Koscho
5800 Chris Mar Ave.
Clinton, MD 20735
jkoscho@hotmail.com
(301) 659-9101
Photographer . . . . . . . . . John Fox
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon
Photographer . . . . . Walt Leskuski

EDITOR’S CORNER
The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Council aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder.
Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms.
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .
baward2006@gmail.com

Beth Ward
(301) 873-4015

Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . .
Cynthia Santiago
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com (267) 252-5020
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