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SUPREME CHAPLAIN
Scatter the Darkness
Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori
WITH THE APPROACH of winter, days get shorter in the Northern Hemisphere.
Darkness arrives earlier and lingers longer. For some, the long dark hours can
breed discouragement. With sunlight in short supply, we may find ourselves
dwelling on things that make us sad, perhaps a personal dilemma or a family
problem. Gloom may also descend on us as we reflect on the state of the Church
or the world.
Discouragement has a paralyzing effect, doesn’t it? We find it more difficult to
fulfill our daily responsibilities and make decisions, including those that might
improve our lot. One person put it to me this way: “I know what I need to do for
my family, but try as I might, I just can’t.” Another said: “Getting up in the morning is like rebooting my computer. All my worries, problems and bitter feelings
start up all over again. Before I have my first cup of coffee, I’m right back where
I was the day before.” Some spiritual writers call this “the morning demons.” It’s
the devil’s way of getting our day off to a bad start and keeping us in the doldrums.
The Church’s ministry can similarly be affected. Since the abuse crisis gripped
the Church anew, more than one priest has told me of his discouragement. Seeing
smaller congregations on Sunday and hearing criticisms from all sides, some have
said in effect: “What’s the use of evangelizing? No one will listen until this crisis
is over. We’ve just got to weather the storm.” But such defeatism has no place in the Church’s mission.
Each day, I bring to prayer not only my own problems and worries but also the intentions entrusted to me by those
I meet. I also pray about the immense challenges the Church is facing, not the least of which is finding the path
forward to engage wholeheartedly in its mission of evangelization.
One day during a Holy Hour, it hit me like a brick: I was reminded of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, and it
was as if a voice within said, “You don’t find discouragement among the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, do
you? What you find are courage and joy.” I didn’t need to say another word to the Lord for the remainder of that
hour. The Lord had said it all. As the days grow darker, both cosmically and metaphorically, the encouragement of
the Holy Spirit shines forth with renewed clarity. Take, for example, words found in the prologue to St. John’s
Gospel: “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it” (1:5). Or think of what St. Paul
wrote to the Church at Corinth: “Because we have this ministry through the mercy of God, we do not lose
heart” (2 Cor 4:1). When Timothy was in danger of losing heart because of the burdens of his ministry, Paul wrote
to him: “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control” (2 Tim 1:7).
How easily Father McGivney could have succumbed to discouragement when founding the Knights of Columbus.
Fortunately for us, he did not. We admire his indomitable spirit, and we must make it our own by bringing a spirit
of joy and encouragement to the mission of the Order, especially its mission of charity.
As we gather around dining room tables for Thanksgiving and prepare for the Advent season, let us open our
hearts to the Holy Spirit. We do not ask for magical solutions to our problems but for a deeper conviction that
Christ has conquered the world and that his love is stronger than our problems and sins. The mission of his Church
continues in good times and bad, and all things are possible for God.
Let us carry this conviction to our personal lives and families, to our workplaces, and to the work of our Order and
the Church
Reprinted from the November 2019 issue pf Columbia.
Volume 1, Issue 51
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org)
Dear Brother Knights,
Greetings of Peace and Solidarity.

There is an old saying which says, “Things never really change.” We hear in the Gospel message of
Jesus particularly in the gospel according to Matthew 22:15-21, in the 29th Sunday of Ordinary Time ,
that 2000 years ago people were discussing the same topics we discuss in that Gospel message - politics and religion, there are those who say one should not mix politics with religion but Jesus seems to
indicate otherwise. He admits they are separate issues but also makes it clear that God’s must be considered and, as He has said in others situations, God’s laws are primary and must be the foundation of
all other laws.
This reflection comes at a good time because this month of November, we will be deciding for whom
we will vote as our next civil leader. Jesus is very clear in saying, “Repay to Caesar what is Caesar’s and repay to God what is
God’s.” And so, the question arises, “What is due to God?” When Jesus outlined the commandments He gives us an exact description of what is God’s. For example, God said, “Thou shalt not kill. God is the author and giver of life and it is not the power of a
government to determine who dies and who lives. However, our government has decided that taking the life of an unborn child is
legal. Some politicians running for office are saying that the modern Caesar, our government, has the right to make that decision.
But Jesus in the gospel says, “give to God what belongs to God...that’s life.” So do we mix politics and our religion? It would appear that Jesus is saying that when God’s laws are broken we definitely must act to change the political laws. People might say,
“Well my opinion will never be heard in Washington.” But the truth is, our opinion will be heard if we follow the Words of Jesus
and give to God what is God’s and deny to Caesar something that he should not control. We do that by voting...yes brother knights,
voting for persons who also believe that God’s laws are to be primary in our society.
As Christians and as member of the Knights of Columbus we are called to stand up for our faith and principles guided by the Words
of God in the scriptures. We should not allow that those who oppose God’s laws will dominate our society and will not, “give to
God the things that are God’s. We the members of the Knight of Columbus, our families and our entire nation cannot continue to
ignore the teaching of our Lord and Master. We should humbly render unto God the things that are God’s. We owe Him our obedience, our love and worship. Let us always be aware that we as Knights, are His representatives here on earth to proclaim the Gospel
of Life, Justice and Love.
Think of our society today. Abortion is legal, same sex marriages are legal, on television our children are bombarded with pornography and organized religion is mocked by many in the world of social media. As Jesus indicated in the gospel, who will change this
trend if we, God’s people who profess as Christians, as believers of Christ, as defender of Faith, remain silent. We all have the same
right as anyone else, we can express our opinions in private and in public. We have the right as those who oppose God’s teachings
but, so often, we are afraid to express Jesus truths and hesitant to proclaim the Gospel of life for fear that we will be ridiculed. Our
Lord says it very plainly....... stand up and demand that God be given what is belong to Him! Let Caesar decide on taxes, tariffs and
defense but follow God’s laws where they are intended to be applied.
Indeed, there was no much changes in the last 2000 years. Jesus told his disciples, “Go and preach to all nations.” Today, we as
members of the Knight of Columbus are his disciples. We are called to be His disciples in this modern world. Those disciples who
were sent by Jesus suffered hardships, persecutions, and death. In our present time, we don’t face that extreme opposition but we are
told and intimidated by many who oppose God’s views and deny Christian values that we have no right to vote our convictions.
Well, if the apostles and the many men and women who suffered while trying to spread the word of God countdown suffer hardships, we too can withstand any attempt to keep us from exercising our religious convictions. Therefore, at times we must put our
beliefs before any other political considerations. That means it is not mixing politics and religion when we cast our vote to righteous
men and women who will give to God what is God’s. When we do that we exercise our political and moral rights and we “Give to
God what is God’s.”
May the God of Wisdom and Understanding guide us and give us the courage to exercise our political rights by casting our vote to
the righteous person who believes that God’s Laws are the primary and the very foundations of all the laws of the land. Let’s unite
our prayers to the Almighty God and seek the intercession of the Blessed Mother, the Queen of the Knights for the peace, freedom
and protection of the dignity of human life.

God bless us all.
Fr jojo
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SUPREME KNIGHT
A Clarion Call to Unity and Service
IN MY CLOSING REMARKS to delegates at the 137th Supreme Convention, I
reflected on Pope Francis’ message of greeting to us and on the convention
theme, Knights of Columbus: Knights of Unity.

The Holy Father’s message states, “In a world devastated by violence, injustice
and growing polarization, this witness of unity in service of the Gospel has become all the more timely and urgent.” What a clarion call to us from our pope!

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

We often think about our principles of charity, unity and fraternity as something
to be lived within the Catholic community — and certainly that’s true. But living these principles in civil society today is also a high expression of patriotism.
It is among the best things we can do as citizens to contribute to the common
good.

In his message, Pope Francis addressed the scandal of abuse that we have been experiencing in the United States now
for close to 20 years, and in other countries more recently. Obviously, we’re all very concerned about justice for the
victims and about purifying and renewing the Church. How, then, do we go forward and make an important, maybe
even decisive, contribution in this crisis?
First, every council should participate in our safe environment program and implement it fully. Of equal importance
is our new initiative Protecting Our Children, featuring a video that shares the story of a heroic Knight of Columbus
family who confronted sexual abuse head on. In this story, their priest was one of the heroes. If you haven’t already
watched the video, I urge you to do so, and I think you will agree with me that every parent ought to watch it as well.
In this work, we have the ability to do what no other organization has the resources to do. We can reach out to hundreds of thousands of Catholic parents to educate them, to help them understand the warning signs of abuse and what
to do when they see them. So, from the top there are the diocesan and parish safe environment programs, and from
the grassroots, there is the Knights of Columbus. And when those two come together, we will have parish communities in which abusive individuals won’t be able to do harm.
We have a tremendous opportunity to make a real difference in the Knights of Columbus way — brother Knight to
brother Knight, K of C family to K of C family, and in unity and solidarity with our priests and bishops.
The message from Pope Francis also refers to his apostolic exhortation to young people, Christus Vivit. “It is the Holy
Father’s hope,” we read, “that every council will reach out and support the young in these aspirations, enabling them,
through full participation in its life and activities, ‘to share in the joy of fraternal communion’ and thus to contribute
to the new evangelization as missionary disciples, filled with love for the Lord and his Church.”
Every council needs to reach out and evangelize young Catholics to bring them in and help them be better Catholic
men — better husbands, better fathers, better citizens, better parishioners. That’s what the pope is asking us to do.

And if a key to the crisis of faith today is young men, who is going to reach them? Who are going to be the role models, the mentors? It has to be us. And we have the strategy to do it — Faith in Action and Building the Domestic
Church, as well as our men’s spirituality program, Into the Breach, and marriage spirituality program, Complete My
Joy.
The Holy Father is asking us to take up this great cause of the evangelization of the next generation of Catholic leaders. There is no better organization to do it than the Knights of Columbus, and we have the tools to do it today.
Vivat Jesus!
Volume 1, Issue 5
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE
State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)

Well here we are in November already and the pandemic does not
look like it will subside. Even though churches are starting to open,
our Covid-19 cases seem to be increasing as we enter the cold
months.
This month we pause to remember all those members of our councils
that have passed away during the previous year. Our annual state memorial mass will be held at St Louis parish in Clarksville on November 15th. We will start to read the names of the men and ladies that
have died at 2pm followed by a 3pm Mass that will be celebrated by
our state chaplain Fr JoJo Opalda.
All councils should send their names of the deceased to Jim Duryee at
J_Duryee@hotmail.com. Please let Jim know how many people will be attending the mass
because there will be a small reception after the mass in the social hall.
We also need to celebrate the fact that our founder Fr Michael McGivney had his beatification mass on October 31st and we can now call him Blessed Fr McGivney. I hope everyone
had a chance to watch the mass or participate in a watch party. I had the pleasure of participating in a vigil at the Saint John Paul 2 Shrine on October 30th. I ask everyone to keep praying that another miracle can be attributed to him so he can be canonized a saint.
In November we will also be providing an ultrasound machine to Alpha Glory pregnancy
center in Aberdeen. We have been very fortunate to be able to provide enough funds to support three ultrasound machines this fraternal year.
I do need to stress that we still need to conduct programs in support of the Leave No Neighbor Behind program. We also can do virtual Faith programs in our councils and parishes.
These programs are an excellent opportunity to bring in new members. We also have an incentive with the McGivney2020 free membership when a man joins the order on-line. I cannot stress enough that membership will help to strengthen our councils.
Mary Jane and I wish you all have a Happy Thanksgiving and stay safe and healthy.
As always as Knights we need to remember that “We Are Servant Leaders”.
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
What Are You Most Thankful For This Year?
First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso
This year marks the 400th anniversary of the first Thanksgiving celebrated in Plymouth,
Massachusetts by a group of immigrants [Pilgrims] who came here in search of religious
freedom and safety from persecution. They celebrated for 3 days along with the Wampanoag Indians who had taught the Pilgrims how to hunt, fish and what plants would grow
in the land. Those first Pilgrims had much to give thanks for and celebrate.
This Thanksgiving will look nothing like our past celebrations. This year most of us
won’t be celebrating in large family groups due to the coronavirus. We want to keep
our elderly and high-risk family members safe from the disease. Instead, many of us
will be doing Zoom, Skype, or FaceTime with our relatives during the Thanksgiving
Holidays.
Like many people around the world, we are separated from our extended family and friends. Our life has
shrunk to the size of our individual homes. During this difficult time, it is important to find a silver lining. We
have been given the opportunity to take a step back and notice the beauty that surrounds us. The beautiful
bright sunrise, the gorgeous colors of a sunset (no two are alike), the birds singing, the flowers blooming, the
trees changing colors with their colorful autumn leaves crunching under our feet, the days getting shorter and
the evenings getting longer. Mother Nature is truly beautiful and she has transformed herself during this pandemic. Those of us who have taken this opportunity to awaken to our surroundings have also been renewed.
It’s more vital than ever to pay attention to the everyday blessings that are so easy to take for granted.
In 1918, the world lived through another pandemic – the Spanish Flu. At that time, the US population was 103
million and 675,000 people in the US died over a two-year span. 50 million people died worldwide. If you
look at photos taken during that timeframe, there were lines of people wearing masks just as we are today. My
husbands’ grandmother gave birth to his mother in 1918 during the Spanish Flu pandemic, and because of her
good health and safety practices, my family is alive today. I encourage all of you to practice good safety: wear
a mask, wash your hands, keep social distancing. As all the ads state, face masks protect you and others. This
is medical science, not a political issue. It’s the responsible thing to do for your family and everyone else.
Though the world may seem wobbly, we can steady ourselves by focusing on things for which we are thankful. I am thankful for first responders, essential personnel, healthcare workers, and teachers. I am thankful for
the beautiful outdoors. I am thankful for family and friends I’ve connected with during this pandemic, and for
the new friends I’ve gained. I feel closer to my best friends. I am thankful for all the love in my life and especially for my family.
WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR?

VOTE

November 3rd

Don’t forget to
on
if you are voting in person. If you are voting by mailin ballot, it’s too late to send by mail. You need to drop it in a ballot box near you no later than 8pm
Tuesday Nov. 3rd. This is the most consequential election of a lifetime. STAND AND BE COUNTED regardless of whom you vote for.

To find a Ballot Box near you go to: https://www.elections.maryland.gov/elections/2
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COUNCIL GROWTH
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net)
Recruiting during a pandemic is not the best of circumstances. Our churches are not open so no one is attending Mass. Our buildings are not open so all meetings are virtual. How in the world am I supposed to recruit?
Let me tell you what Nelson Mandela said “It always seems impossible until it is done”. So let’s talk about
some ways we can recruit during these trying times.
First and foremost is when you are doing something around the parish make sure you are wearing something
that identifies you as a Knight of Columbus. Believe me when men see that you are a Eucharistic Minister, a
Reader, Usher or that you are helping to sanitize the pews after mass they take notice. When they see you are
running the parish crab feast, the weekly bingo, the monthly breakfast after mass they take notice. When they
see you are maintaining the parish grounds, or cleaning the parking lot after it snows they take notice. I can
almost guarantee you some will ask to help. That’s when you will have a new Knight
Let’s not forget the “Leave no neighbor behind” program. Take notice it does not say “leave no Knight behind”. Of course we want to keep in contact with our council brothers but let’s not forget those others in the
parish and community. If you know of someone who is sick or needs assistance and the council can help
please do. This is called evangelizing. By evangelizing we are inviting others to join.
Another simple way we can get the word out is by making a poster showing the MCKIVNEY2020 program
and put it in a prominent place in the gathering space. As men come into mass they see this they will ask questions about it. Make sure you have the answers and you will get a new Knight.
These are just a few of the ways we
can recruit during this pandemic. I am
sure you and your councils have other
ideas on recruiting. If you do please
send them to me and we will share the
ideas with the other councils in the
state. Remember we are a fraternal
organization.
Let’s keep in mind business as usual
will not work in these trying times.
We cannot become lazy and think others will do it. If we band together to
serve the needs of the parish and the
wider community others will want to
join.
With that in mind it is November.
That means Thanksgiving. So from
the entire Council Growth Team we
wish all of you and your families a
very happy and blessed Thanksgiving.
Volume 1, Issue 5
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STATE PROGRAMS
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com)
A few weeks ago, I heard Adams Hayes share some thoughts about his experiences as a Special Olympic athlete and I was especially
struck by a comment he made. As he stated, “I never let what I can’t do, get in the way of what I can do.” This is such an inspiring
way of viewing our role as Knights, isn’t it? When we feel there are so many roadblocks to running programs these days, stop and
think about what we can do, and then do it!
Speaking of Knights who are making good things happen this fraternal year I can’t help but notice some grand knights such as Alex
Haybok of Council 13290, Manny Dayo of Council 12127, Wally Waldron of Council 9968, Peter Methodius-Ngwodo of Council
11422, John Stansfield of Council 8736 and Gavin Pereira of Council 5567. Each of these men are finding ways to run programs that
continually connect with their parishes, communities and council members, despite the challenges resulting from the pandemic. Feel
free to reach out to them and learn more about some of their best practices. You’ll be glad you did!
I am pleased to announce a number of new programs for your consideration this month! Included in this newsletter is a story from
Bill Newbrough about the Oblate Sisters, an incredible group of Black sisters who started their ministry in 1829 in Baltimore! Since
November is “Black Catholic History Month,” as Maryland Knights we are celebrating it by including an online option for you to
support the Sisters by making a donation to their remarkable organization.
We also are launching a renewed focus on our partnership with Special Olympics which includes a “Special Olympics Maryland
Athlete Forum Exclusively for Maryland Knights of Columbus.” This is a zoom event set for November 15 at 7:00pm. I hope
you join us!
And of course, the recent Beatification of Fr. Michael McGivney, still offers councils the opportunity to celebrate this incredible
occasion by taking a number of actions at the parish or council level. It’s never too late to mark this on your calendars.
I also want to offer a “shout out” to Mike Davenport and all the Knights in southern Maryland who participated in or supported the
“Ride for Vocations” on October 17 in LaPlata. Mike and I and many other Knights, priests, seminarians, and parishioners all had a
great time cycling in either the 55-mile or 100-mile route- and we all survived! The event raised thousands of dollars for our seminarians and it was well worth the pedaling across all those miles
Thanks to all of you, your wives and families who are making such a meaningful difference in the lives of so many in our communities and parishes this Fall- and let’s keep the moment going through the Advent season. Never underestimate your ability to inspire
and serve. We are all servant leaders and we will never let what we can’t do prevent us from doing what we can do as Knights!
Vivat Jesus!
Terry

Special Olympics Maryland Athlete Forum Exclusively for Maryland Knights of Columbus
Please join us for an evening of "Thanksgiving" as we give thanks for inspirational profiles in courage and joy of three Special
Olympics Maryland athletes and family members. This exclusive forum for Maryland Knights of Columbus will provide a glimpse
into the exceptional lives of three athletes and their families. It will reinforce the work done by Knights across the state that supports
these athletes and we hope will inspire continued service. When we support Special Olympics Maryland, through sport, we are creating a world where opportunity is not limited by disability.

Topic: Special Olympics Maryland Athlete Forum Exclusively for Maryland Knights of Columbus
Time: Nov 15, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://somd.zoom.us/j/92460093504?pwd=WDNhRStId2xPc2xnZFdyR21CTWo4dz09
Meeting ID: 924 6009 3504 Passcode: 702859

+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
Find your local number: https://somd.zoom.us/u/a2foTH4hY
Volume 1, Issue 5
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BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY
Oblate Sister of Providence
Community Activities Director By: William Newbrough (e-mail: bnewbrough2912@comcast.net)
On July 24th, 1990, the National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus of the United States designated November as
“Black Catholic History Month” to celebrate the long history and proud heritage of Black Catholics in North
America. That proud tradition includes Mother Mary Lange, foundress of the Oblate Sisters of Providence.
Mother Lange was born around 1789 in what is today Haiti. She, along with hundreds of others, fled that country in the late 18th century when a revolution occurred. She came to Baltimore, where a great number of Catholic, Frenchspeaking refugees had settled. Although she was a refugee, she was well-educated
and wealthy due to money left to her by her father.
Prior to the Emancipation Proclamation, there was no public education for people
of African descent in Baltimore MD. Mother Mary took charge of educating Black
children in her own home in Baltimore city at her own expense with another female refugee.
Archbishop James Whitfield of Baltimore challenged her to establish a religious
order of women for the education of Black children. In 1828, with the help of Sulpician Father James Joubert, S.S., Mother Lange and two other Black women started the first Black Catholic
school in North America. A year later, on July 2, 1829, Mother Mary founded the Oblate Sisters of Providence when she
and three Black women pronounced vows to become the first
religious order of women of African descent. She took the
name Mary at her profession of vows. Mother Lange served as
the first mother superior of the order from 1829 to 1832, then
again from 1835 to
1841. Despite discouragement, racism and a
lack of funds, Mother
Lange continued to
educate children and
meet the total needs of the Black Catholic community.
She died on February 3, 1882 and is buried in the New Cathedral
Cemetery on Old Frederick Road. Today the Oblate Sisters of Providence number 125 sisters, 20 associates and 16 Guild members. Their
motto is : Providence will Provide!

At its founding, the Oblate Sisters of Providence led by Mother Mary
Lange were responding to the “needs of their time”. Today, trusting
in providence and seeing Christ in each person, the congregation
seeks to serve a wide number of diverse communities from Costa Rica
to Buffalo NY.
For more information on the Oblate Sisters of Providence and to support their “Response to Love Campaign – please visit:
http://oblatesisters.com/
Volume 1, Issue 5
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BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY
Cardinal Gibbons Institute
In November 1916, three Catholic priests, Fathers LaFarge, Emerick, and Matthews
met with blacks from St. Mary’s county to discuss their plans to have a national industrial school. In May 1917, land was acquired for this school. Archbishop James
Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore, Maryland donated $8,000 towards the purchase of
this land. Consequently, the new school was named after the Archbishop – Cardinal
Gibbons Institute. The Knights of Columbus National Board of Directors donated
$38,000 towards the erection of the school building in February 1922. Archbishop
Michael J. Curley of Baltimore, Maryland approved the general plans for the institute.
The Institute was St. Mary’s County’s first high school built to educate blacks. Although the institute was located in Ridge, Maryland, it provided academic, vocational,
and religious instruction to black students from across the United States.
See the full story at: https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=128947

Cardinal Gibbons Institute memorial surmounted by the cupola of the earlier building

The Cardinal Gibbons Institute, a Catholic school
dedicated to serving African Americans, is dedicated in Ridge, Md., on Oct. 18, 1925. Photo
courtesy of St. Mary’s County Historical Society

Black Catholic History Month Resources:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Timeline of Black Catholic History from the National Black Catholic Congress: https://www.nbccongress.org/history-ofblack-catholics.html
Recommended reading from the USCCB about inspiring African Americans: https://www.usccb.org/committees/africanamerican-affairs/recommended-reading-about-inspiring-african-americans
Black Catholic saints highlighted by the National Catholic Register: https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/black-saints/
stories
Learn about several Black Catholics who are in the process of becoming saints:
• https://www.nbccongress.org/black-saints-and-martyrs.html
• https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs/road-sainthood-leaders-african-descent
The Knights of Columbus and Racial Equality: https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/columbia/2020/july/kofc-racialequality.html
Created Equal: https://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/created_equal.html
Celebrating Black History Month and the Pivotal Role of African-Americans in the Making of America: http://
www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/gift-black-folk.html
Volume 1, Issue 5
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AROUND MARYLAND
Annual Pilgrimage for the Sea Services, 4 October 2020

Shortly after Pope Paul VI Canonized Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton on September 14, 1975, Monsignor John J. O’Connor, then Chief
of Chaplains and later Archbishop of New York, took the initiative to proclaim Mother Seton “Patroness of the Sea Services”. She
was to be an intercessor for Catholic men and women in the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, and United States
Public Health Service. Admiral James D. Watkins, who was Chief of Naval Personnel, collaborated closely with Monsignor
O’Connor in the effort. In 1977, they inaugurated the Day of Pilgrimage for the Sea Services.
The Annual Pilgrimage for the Sea Services are traditionally held on the first Sunday of October. All veterans and family members
of the Sea Services, and all veterans and family members are welcome to attend.

Bishop Joseph L. Coffey and Rev. Mr. Joseph Mactal incense the altar

Joint Color Corps from the
Baltimore District, Pennsylvania Central District and
Archdiocese of Washington
District
Volume 1, Issue 5

Most Reverend Joseph L.
Coffey, Archdiocese for
the Military Services,
USA, delivers the homily
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Archdiocese of Washington
District Master Joseph
Feakes leads the color corps

Joint Color
Corps lining up
for the recessional
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HISPANIC PAGE
By: Willians Castillo, District Deputy 14
El principio de un sueño!!!
¿Que desafios encontramos hoy?
El Distrito 14 Hispano parece un sueño, todo este proceso en el cual Dios nos ha llevado para poder contar en
la actualidad con cinco (5) Consejos y una (1) Asamblea de habla hispana en el estado de Maryland:
Consejo 13463 San Juan Diego Gaithersburg (2004)
Consejo 16611 San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore (2016)

Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero de Hyattsville (2019)
Consejo 17545 San Bernardino de Siena de Suitland (2020)
Y sin olvidarnos de la:
Asamblea 3769 San Alfonso Maria de Ligorio de Annapolis (2018) y el Consejo 14726 San Juan Bosco
(2009)
Todo comenzó así: como un sueño. Pero Dios se encargó de, poco a poco, hacerlo realidad y en el 1ro de Julio
del 2018 se formo el primer Distrito 14 Hispano de los Caballeros de Colon en el estado de Maryland, gracias
gestiones y confianza del Diputado del Estado Dale Trott. Dios es así: así de bueno. A veces pensamos que
todo lo que tenemos en nuestro corazón y en nuestra mente, lo que planificamos, lo que soñamos Él no lo
conoce.
Pero lo más importante de todo es que Él mismo ha sido el quien ha colocado esos sueños en nuestra mente. Este Distrito Hispano es parte de ese sueño que un día Dios puso en el corazón de los Oficiales del Consejo
del Estado de Maryland y que se encargó de derramarlo en todos los Caballeros de Colon hispanos en Maryland, y hoy, han puesto sus talentos, sus fuerzas, sus recursos y aun sus debilidades para honrar a Dios y la
Fraternidad, dando por gracia lo que por gracia han recibido.
Este Distrito nace porque hemos conocido de cerca la falta de herramientas que los Hombres de FE Católicos y
no católicos tienen para vivir - van a cambiar tu mente y, por necesidad y correctamente vamos construyendo
un Puente hacia la Fe. Hay mucho trabajo por hacer en el mundo. Las buenas obras son un trabajo necesario.
Eso es lo que los Caballeros de Colon hacen todos los dias y esas herramientas que esperamos y sabemos,
cambiarán nuestra manera de vivir.
Dios tiene grandes cosas con todo esto, eso lo sabemos, y más aún tiene grandes cosas con todos los Caballeros de Colon hispanos a través de todo esto. Dios quiere transformarte, educarte y restaurarte. Quiere que tus
ojos sean abiertos para que puedas ver y para que puedas vivir conforme a lo que el establece en Su palabra.
Una cosa es pronunciar quien eres. Y otra cosa es vivirlo. “El Principio de un Sueño". Si, el principio. ¿Por
qué? Porque sabemos que el Distrito 14 es sólo el comienzo de algo mas grande que nosotros y deseamos que
seas parte de los caballeros y que puedas disfrutar junto a nosotros de todo lo que Dios tiene preparado, para
convertirnos en mejores esposos, padres, hijos, vecinos y católicos. Invertimos nuestro tiempo, esfuerzo y recursos en nuestros valores: Caridad, Unidad, Fraternidad y Patriotismo....t
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El Obispo Auxiliar de la Arquidiócesis de Baltimore y Capellán del Consejo 16611 San Juan
Neumann de Baltimore el Padre Bruce, junto a la
familia del SK Melvin Marroquin después de servicio dominical de la Iglesia Sagrado Corazon de
Jesus.

El Grand Kinght Jose Ramirez del Consejo
16611 San Juan Neumann, ayuda a colocar las
cajas de comida para las familias de la comunidad hispana en Baltimore.

Nuevos Sir Knight's hispanos del Consejo 17192 San Oscar Arnulfo
Romero, escoltados por el Marshall del Distrito de Maryland Thomas
Ebaugh (izq) y el Fiel Navegante Bernabe Aguilar-Castillo (der) de la
Asamblea San Alfonso Maria de Ligorio, de Annapolis.

Grand Knight Salomon Galdamez del
Consejo 13463 San
Juan Diego junto al
seminarista Johnatan
Barahona después de
la entrega de un donativo de $500.

Miembros del Consejo 13436 San Juan Diego hacen la limpieza de
los jardines de la Iglesia Reina de las Americas en Washington DC.
Volume 1, Issue 5
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COLUMBUS DAY 2020
Although the Columbus Day 2020 celebration was scaled down in both Baltimore and Washington DC, the
Knights of Columbus came out to honor our namesake.
Baltimore Photos by PSD Steve Cohen
Maryland District Color
Corps lead the procession
from St. Leo’s Church to the
wreath laying at the Columbus monument

Master of the Maryland District
Fritz Leach stands attentive
with the Color Corps during
the presentation

Maryland State Deputy Vince
Grauso and State Secretary Chris
Powers present a wreath at the
Christopher Columbus Monument
in Washington DC
Maryland District Color Corps post colors at the
Christopher Columbus Monument

Wreath presenters stand with their wreaths at the Christopher
Columbus monument at Union Station in Washington DC.
Volume 1, Issue 5
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The Order’s Keep Christ in Christmas Program is more than just the poster contest!
Remember, you can Keep Christ in Christmas by organizing programs such as:
Journey to the Inn – Las Posadas
Light Up for Christ
Creche Blessings
Advent Wreath Blessings
Home Blessings at Epiphany
See Form 10681 on the Supreme Website for these details!
However, the backbone of the Keep Christ in Christmas programs con nues to be
the Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest (Form 5024 on Supreme Website)
This year, there are some changes to the usual State Contest, which leads into the
International Contest:
Rules found in Publica on 5024 on Supreme Website will apply.
Original artwork shall be 11” x 17” in size and must be original hand-done artwork – no
electronic or computerized artwork will be accepted.
Artwork must be submitted using the Form 5025 on the Supreme Website.
Extra Time this Year! Make it Count! Because of COVID-19, the time frame for the contest
is being extended. This year, councils must submit their Participation Report Form 5023,
along with their council’s winning posters no later than the Mid-Term Meetings on
January 9, 2021 – Posters can be submitted any time before that date or at the Mid-Term
Meetings. The meetings will be the last opportunity to submit them.
Due to COVID-19 concerns this year, each council’s winning posters and their Form 5025s,
as well as the Council’s Form 5023, may be submitted electronically to the Program Chair or
Program Director (see below), in lieu of hardcopy deliverables.
Councils and Artists must preserve the original artwork for possible submission to Supreme
should their poster be selected as the State Winner.
Winners at the State Level will be announced no later than January 25, 2021.
Winning State Council posters will be submitted to Supreme Council by February 28, 2021,
with Supreme winners announced around March 15, 2021.
Contact Program Chair Ed Day (240.672.3235, eld2323@yahoo.com) or Family Activities
Director Dirk Griffin (301.639.5995, dirkagriffin@gmail.com) with any questions or
concerns, and to deliver winning posters.
Volume 1, Issue 5
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Maryland State Council Charity Fund
Knights of Columbus
Maryland State Council
P.O Box 1468
Bowie, MD 20717
The purpose of our charity fund is “TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS IN
TEMPORARY URGENT NEED” in the name of the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF MARYLAND. The Fund is
intended to be a “BRIDGE” to financial recovery and does not take on long term cases. It is designed to supplement
financial help already provided by the Council charity fund.
Your contributions have allowed the Charity Fund Board of Directors to award over $1,200,000.00 for needy causes since
the fund’s inception on July 6, 1984.
The Charity Fund’s mission has been successful due largely to your generosity over the years. We have paid for expenses
associated with medical, hospital, mortgages, rents, utilities, car payments, insurances, equipment for the handicapped, and
have provided respectable burials for other Brother Knights.
All donations are available for distribution to those in urgent financial need. Minor administrative expenses to administer
the charity fund and Corporation are borne by earnings on investments. All personnel associated with the Charity Fund are
Brother Knights who give of their time and talent to assist those in need. The Charity Fund is funded by member donations
made by envelope or through a work place Combined Federal Campaign/United Way program. The Fund also benefits from
special donations in the form of golf tournaments, raffles, and donations made by Council, District, Chapter, Assembly, and
Ladies Auxiliary fundraising activities. The Charity Fund only grows by your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donations. Donations
of any amount are gladly accepted and go to further our mission.
The Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. is recognized by the IRS as a section 501 c (3) entity
and the Corporation is compliant with all Federal and State rules and regulations. ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX
DEDUCTIBLE. The Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. is an approved Combined Federal
Campaign (CFC) organization which enables you to make donations through your Federal or State employer during annual
charity campaigns.
Chesapeake Bay Area Combined Federal Campaign (ID code 78166)
Combined Federal Campaign of the National Capital Area (ID code 78166)
Maryland Charity Campaign (State employees and retirees) (ID code 5384)
The proper ID Code MUST BE USED to correctly route your donation.
If you contribute through a Charity Campaign other than those above, please ensure that the Charity Fund address
below is included in your pledge voucher in the “DONOR OPTION” section:
MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY FUND, INC.
P.O. Box 1468
Bowie, Maryland 20717
CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT?
If you have ANY questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Jim Seidleck, Co-Director
Gil Boisvert, Co-Director
410-721-0206 or seidleckjm@msn.com
410-757-5138 or gilb5@outlook.com
Volume 1, Issue 5
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Warriors to Lourdes
The Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage allows non-wounded, wounded
(physical, mental and/or moral injuries), ill or injured U.S. military
personnel to travel from the United States and Europe to the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. There, they will
participate in International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) events, which include an international opening ceremony, special
Masses, visits to the famous healing baths at Lourdes, a Unified Sports Challenge and a candlelight vigil that draws tens
of thousands annually.
The 2021 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage is sponsored by the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS) and
the Knights of Columbus (K of C). It takes place 18-25 May 2021 in conjunction with the 62nd annual International Military Pilgrimage (PMI) in Lourdes, France.
All expenses for approved non-wounded, wounded, ill or injured military personnel, as well as designated caregivers,
will be covered by Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc.

To apply to attend the 2021 Warriors to Lourdes Pilgrimage visit warriorstolourdes.com. Applications can be submitted by 15 January 2021. The travel dates are 18-24 May, 2021.

Scholarships
The Maryland State Council of the Knights of Columbus is the sponsor of several High School scholarships for its members and for Catholic Students in general. The complete information on these scholarships and information regarding
eligibility for scholarship awards can be found at https://kofc-md.org/high-school-scholarships/. Awards may be applied to tuition payments only.
Application period is from October 1, 2020 to February 1, 2021. All applications must be received in their entirety by the
Scholarship Committee no later than February 1, 2021.
Additional opportunities are available through the Supreme Council Scholarship Programs:
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/scholarships/index.html

References:
Supreme Chaplain—John 1:5—https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1
Supreme Chaplain—2 Cor 4:1—https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2corinthians/4
Supreme Chaplain—2 Tim 1:7—https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/1
State Chaplain—Mat 22:15-21—https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/22
Supreme Knights—Christus Vivit: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papafrancesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html
Keep Christ in Christmas—Program Guide (Form 10681): https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/family/keepchrist-in-christmas/10681-kcic-guide-book.pdf
Keep Christ In Christmas—Journey to the Inn (form 9898): https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/communications/posada.pdf
Keep Christ in Christmas—Poster Contest Guidebook (Form 5024): https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/
family/keep-christ-in-christmas/5024-kcic-poster-contest-guide-book.pdf
Keep Christ In Christmas—Poster Contest Entry Form (Form 5025): https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/faith-in-action-programs/
family/keep-christ-in-christmas/5025-kcic-entry-score-sheet-fillable.pdf
Black Catholic History Month Resources:
• Timeline of Black Catholic History from the National Black Catholic Congress: https://www.nbccongress.org/history-of-blackcatholics.html
• Recommended reading from the USCCB about inspiring African Americans: https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american
-affairs/recommended-reading-about-inspiring-african-americans
• Black Catholic saints highlighted by the National Catholic Register: https://www.ncronline.org/feature-series/black-saints/stories
• Learn about several Black Catholics who are in the process of becoming saints :
• https://www.nbccongress.org/black-saints-and-martyrs.html
• https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs/road-sainthood-leaders-african-descent
Volume 1, Issue 5
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Liturgical Calendar
Nov. 1 All Saints
Nov. 2 The Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed (All Souls Day)
Nov. 4 St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop
Nov. 9 The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Nov. 10 St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the
Church
Nov. 11 St. Martin of Tours, Bishop
Nov. 12 St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr
Nov. 13 St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin
(USA)
Nov. 21 The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Nov. 22 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Nov. 29 First Sunday of Advent
Nov. 30 St. Andrew, Apostle
Little Sisters Of The Poor:

Next Drop-Off: 21 Nov10 AM-12 Noon
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STATE CALENDAR
MONTH
NOVEMBER
2020

DATE
POSTPONED

EVENT
SOCCER SHOOTOUT

LOCATION
ARCHBISHOP SPALDING HS

11/7

MARYLAND DISTRICT
EXEMPLIFICATION
STATE COUNCIL MEMORIAL
MASS & RECEPTION
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
COLLECTION - 10 AM - NOON
STATE CHRISTMAS PARTY &
STAR NIGHT
STATE MID TERM MEETING

VIRTUAL EXEMPLIFICATION

11/15
11/21
DECEMBER
2020
JANUARY 2021

12/19
1/9
1/23

TBD
TBD

FEBRUARY
2021
MARCH 2021

TBD
3/6
3/21

PAST STATE DEPUTY
TESTIMONIAL
MARCH FOR LIFE
CATHOLICS IN ANNAPOLIS
BASKETBALL FREE THROW
STATE COUNCIL
“SPRING” MEETING
FOUNDERS DAY MASS &
RECEPTION

APRIL 2021
MAY 2021

TBD
4/30 – 5/2

JUNE 2021

6/18-20

FAMILY DAY
123rd ANNUAL STATE
CONVENTION
LEADERSHIP SEMINAR

TBD

STATE TOUR

ST LOUIS CHURCH,
CLARKSVILLE
DROP SITES VARY AND WILL
BE ANNOUNCED VIA E MAIL
CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS
CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS
CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS
WASHINGTON, DC
TBD
ARCHBISHOP SPAULDING H.S.
ELK LODGE, EASTON
ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST
CHURCH
FR. ROSENSTEEL COUNCIL
#2169
TBD
PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL &
CONF CTR, OCEAN CITY
HOLIDAY INN & CONFERENCE
CENTER, SOLOMONS MD
TBD

MD State Soccer Shoot Out
The annual MD State Soccer Shoot Out. typically held in November at Archbishop Spalding High School
in Severn MD, has been postponed. A reschedule date will be considered for spring of 2021. Any council
that wishes to hold a soccer challenge this fall and feels that they can do so safely is free to do so. Please
retain the entry forms from your winners and be prepared to submit them for a spring event. Please contact
MD State Soccer Shoot Out co-chairmen Brian Trott (brtrott@gmail.com) and Walt Williams
(wjw5115@hotmail.com) with questions or concerns.
Soccer Challenge Program kits are available to GKs and FSs via Officers Online
Volume 1, Issue 5
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We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos
from state events.

The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the community-group newsletter or other established forms of communication.
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local
council pages for events in within their specific council and community;
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers
will be posted to the official MD State page.
Facebook
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United

https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
STATE NEWSLETTER
Official Publication of the
Maryland State Council
Published Monthly
P.O Box 1468
Bowie, MD 20717
State Deputy …………………… Vincent Grauso
vgrauso@yahoo.com
(410) 340-5216
State Secretary ……………Christopher L. Powers
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com
(301) 481-7208

Instagram
koc_md_united

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/

State Treasurer ………… Anthony N. Salvemini
a.ns@comcast.net
(240) 472-7645
State Advocate ……………
JWinfrey@verizon.net

John F. Winfrey
(301) 345-3794

State Warden ………………
ronaldh246@verizon.net

Ronald G. Hassan
(410) 841-9103

Executive Secretary ………
KofC-MD@hotmail.com

Dale W. Trott
(443) 968-0428

STATE NEWSLETTER
Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Koscho
5800 Chris Mar Ave.
Clinton, MD 20735
jkoscho@hotmail.com
(301) 659-9101
Photographer . . . . . . . . . John Fox
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon
Photographer . . . . . Walt Leskuski

EDITOR’S CORNER
The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Council aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder.
Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms.
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LADIES AUXILIARY
Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .
baward2006@gmail.com

Beth Ward
(301) 873-4015

Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . .
Cynthia Santiago
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com (267) 252-5020
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