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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Turbulent Times 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

WHEN I BOARD an airplane, I hope the flight will be smooth. No matter how 
much I’ve flown, I’m nervous when the plane bounces around and the flight at-
tendants are instructed to take a seat for the rest of the flight. Some passengers 
take the turbulence in stride; others are openly frightened. Still others are equally 
frightened but try not to show it. I’m in this last category. It wouldn’t do for a 
man wearing a Roman collar to get frantic. Instead, I discreetly pull out my rosary 
and ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for the pilot, the crew and the pas-
sengers (including myself). When the plane lands safely, I offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving. 

Turbulence is an unwelcome experience, which causes heart palpitations and can 
endanger life and limb. But it also serves a purpose. It reminds us that we really 
are flying 35,000 feet above the earth, and that’s not without risk. Better to keep 
those seat belts buckled! As noted, turbulence is also good for one’s prayer life. 
As a passenger, I’m in the pilot’s hands, but I’m ultimately in God’s hands: 
“Jesus, I trust in you!” 

The unnerving ups and downs of turbulence also serve as a good metaphor for life 
itself. As we begin each day, we hope it will be productive and tranquil. We often 
pray for lives that are calm and undisturbed. Yet, as we utter such prayers, Scrip-

ture rings in our ears. For example, in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks of wars, famines and earthquakes, and 
he warns of persecution and even death because of his name (cf. 24:6-9). In John’s Gospel, the Lord says, “In the 
world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the world” (16:33). 

We experience turbulence in many ways, both in everyday life and in our life of faith. Sometimes, it’s the result of 
our own folly, as when we betray the trust of others or engage in self-destructive behaviors. At other times, such 
turbulence is not of our own making. Life’s journey can be rough due to illness, financial problems, unemploy-
ment, marital discord and controversy of all sorts. 

In my life as a priest and bishop, I certainly experience spiritual turbulence. It’s not that God’s consolations and 
graces aren’t abundant; it’s not that the signs of his goodness are lacking. But many of the problems I encounter, 
especially in this particularly turbulent time for the Church, are deeply distressing. 

The Church is in the grip of a global crisis of trust because of clergy sexual abuse and the failures of some bish-
ops. This crisis has shaken the faith of many. Some have stopped going to Sunday Mass; others have left the 
Church altogether. Corrective measures once deemed effective don’t seem to have lessened scandals in the 
Church. 

In the midst of this, what are we to do? Are we simply to grip the nearest pew and hold on tightly? Rather, we 
need to pray for all we’re worth. Sometimes, all I can do is to repeat over and over again: “Jesus, I trust in you!” 
Both clergy and laity also need to speak their mind about the scandals and do whatever they can to help the 
Church restore trust and continue its mission of faith, worship and service. 

Just as airline passengers see turbulence as a bad thing, we usually recognize life’s problems as bad. But turbu-
lence in our Church and in our personal lives also serves a purpose. It reminds us that we are not fully in charge. It 
reminds us that we need to pray and express in faith our dependence upon God. It builds up perseverance. 
And it also confirms the need to change course, to take corrective actions — not looking for the smooth air of un-

troubled comfort but for a pathway of truth and courage through present trials. Ultimately, the air, or wind, we 

must seek is divine — the Holy Spirit, who carries us to everlasting life. 
This article appeared in the September 2019 issue of Columbia magazine and is reprinted with permission of the Knights of 

Columbus, New Haven, Conn.  
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

Greetings of Peace. 

My heartfelt congratulations to all the servant leaders - newly installed officers for this fraternal year. 
All of us are aware that we are called to exercise our leadership through our loving and dedicated ser-
vice to our state, district, council, local communities, and to the Order. We are servant leaders, yes we 
are! It means that, we are not just ordinary leaders but servant leaders. Our model is the Only Begotten 
Son of the Father, Jesus Christ our Lord, who came into this world to serve not to be served. His lead-
ership is love and self offering for our salvation. Our leadership must be characterized by charity, uni-
ty, and fraternity - the very principles of the Order. As new officers in this fraternal year, we will be 
facing different challenges in our leadership and service to our brother knights and their families. The 
new signs of the time are very clear now before our eyes. We must be more attentive and be watchful 
in every step we take, as we journey in this new normal. It will not be easy for all of us, as we were 
used to the old normal. But there is nothing to be worried upon, if we know that our service is rooted in 
the love of God and the love of our neighbors. The Words of God will be our guide to fulfill our duties 

and responsibilities as worthy disciples in this modern time . We walk with faith and carry the banner of charity, unity, and brother-
hood as servant leaders. The maternal embrace of our Lady, the Queen of the Knights, will protect us and intercede for us all in time 
of trials and difficulties.  

Fulfilling our mission effectively as Knights of Columbus, we need sustenance physically and spiritually. As our human body needs 
food we need the Holy Eucharist to feed our soul. Let me share with you some thoughts about the Eucharist. Because we believe that 
understanding the Eucharist as our spiritual sustenance will lead us to a deeper relationship with Christ. The Holy Eucharist is a sac-
rament and a sacrifice. “Eucharist” comes from the Greek word “Eucharistia” “to give thanks,” “Thanksgiving” or communion give 
us opportunity to continue the memory of Christ passion and unite ourselves to him. The Eucharist is called Holy Communion, Sac-
rament of the Table, The Blessed Sacrament, The Lord’s Supper or Divine Liturgy and other names. The Eucharist or Mass is one of 
the three sacraments of initiation. The Holy Eucharist is also called the New Law, which our Lord Jesus Christ instituted permanent-
ly. His body and blood, soul , and divinity are contained, offered and received under the appearance of breed and wine.  

In our Churches, the Catholic Church, Eucharist, refers to both the celebration of the Mass, that is, the Eucharist liturgy, and the 
bread and wine which after the consecration are transubstantiated (change in substance) into the body and blood of Jesus Christ, Lord 
and God, a declaration formulated by the Council of Trent. The Holy Eucharist is the very center of Catholic worship, the heart of 
Catholic life. Because the church believes that the Son of God is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. It is the Catholic Church’s 
fundamental act of thanksgiving worship of God, constituting at once a Sacrifice-Sacrament, a communion-Sacrament, and Presence
-Sacrament. The Eucharist as sacrifice-sacrament: It makes present Christ sacrifice on the cross. It exerts Christ’s saving power for 
the forgiveness of sins. The Eucharist as Communion-Sacrament: it means that those who share in Christ’s Body and Blood become 
one body with Him; A sign of unity and charity. The Eucharist as Presence-Sacrament means that Christ is present in the assembly, 
the priest, the Holy Scriptures and in the Eucharistic species of bread and wine. 

The real presence of Christ in the Eucharist is the main Catholic belief about Communion. The real presence refers to the miracle of 
Christ’s presence under the species of bread and wine. The bread and the wine becomes the body and blood of Christ in a real way. 
Once the bread and wine have been changed into the Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior remains present as long as 
the appearances of bread and wine remain intact. In other words Jesus is present in the Holy Eucharist, not just during the Mass, but 
as long as the Sacred Hosts consecrated at Mass continue to retain the appearance of bread. This means that We owe to the Holy Eu-
charist the adoration which is due to God, since the a Holy Eucharist contains the Son of God Himself. 

Receiving Holy Communion worthily brings us graces that affects us both spiritually and physically. Spiritually, our souls become 
more united to Christ, both through the graces we receive and through the change in our actions that those graces effect. Frequent 
communion increases our love for God and for our neighbors, which expresses itself in action, which makes us more like Christ. 
Physically, frequent Communion relieves us of our passions. By receiving Christ Body and Blood, our owned bodies are sanctified, 
and we grow in our likeness to Christ. So the final effect of Communion according to Fr John Hardon (Modern Catholic Dictionary) 
“is to remove the personal guilt of genial sins and the temporal punishment due to forgiven sins, whether venial or mortal.” In other 
words, the effect of Holy Communion and Christ’s Real Presence, we become one, United with Christ and with other Christians. 
Building up of the Christian Community and takes away social and racial differences. The Eucharist is a blessing because the Father 
blesses us by giving us life. As knights of Columbus , Let us return thanks and Adoration to God the Father for all that he has done 
for us all. And let us always be aware that we are one Body of Christ, let us care for each other, serve one another with charity  and 
the world will see what it means to be a knight, to be a disciple, to be a servant leader of Christ. 

May the Queen of the Knights watch over you and your families, and may Venerable Michael McGivney intercede for us all. 

Vivat Jesus: 

Fr Jojo Opalda 

State Chaplain 

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 
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SUPREME  KNIGHT  

From an address given at the midyear State Deputies meeting, Orlando, Fla., Nov. 3, 2019  

We’ve reached a turning point. We’ve reached a crossroads as an Order, and in the Church 
itself.  

I’ve said for many years that a rising tide lifts all boats. There has been a rising tide since 
the Second Vatican Council. The Council opened the floodgates of lay involvement and of 
lay leadership in our Church.  

The Knights of Columbus has been there at every level of the Church in service and in 
solidarity. In so many ways, we have been indispensable as the strong right arm of our 
pastors, our bishops, and yes, even at times, of our popes. As an Order we have nearly dou-
bled our size since the middle of the 20th century. In recent years, we exponentially in-
creased our charity.  

But there is another tide — a tide that is no longer rising. In fact, it is a tide that is reced-
ing, and it is receding fast — and it’s pulling much of what we love out to sea. We all can 
see what is happening. It’s impossible to ignore.  

Over the last 50 years, more than 26 million Americans have left the Catholic faith, along 
with millions more in Canada. In the past several decades alone, baptisms have fallen by more than 40%; sacramental marriages 
have plummeted by two-thirds; and the percentage of Catholics who attend Mass every week has dropped from more than half to just 
over 20%.  

Approximately 4 out of every 10 “born and raised” Catholics no longer identify as Catholics and for every person in the United 
States who converts to the Catholic Faith, seven leave. This year marked the first time that a majority of Hispanics in the United 
States said they no longer identify as Catholic. Although the recent scandals have contributed to this trend, the involvement of Cath-
olics in our Church — usually measured by attendance at Mass — has been declining for many decades.  

This is a crisis for our Church. This is a crisis for our Catholic families. We are not talking about abstractions. We are talking about 
our parishes, our communities, our councils, our families and our friends. And this is a crisis for our Order.  

The hard reality is that the Knights of Columbus is not immune to these trends. You know as well as I do that we are finding it hard-
er to recruit men — especially younger men.  

This trend makes clear that our long-term future is far from secure — both as a Church and as an Order. We cannot expect someone 
else to come in and make everything right. The challenges are too great. All of us have a responsibility. We must step up and we 
must act now. This crisis calls for Knights.  

OUR ESSENTIAL ROLE  

Our popes have been calling our attention to this crisis for decades — most importantly when they speak about the Church’s mission 
of evangelization as did Pope St. Paul VI in Evangelii Nuntiandi, Pope St. John Paul II in Redemptoris Missio and, most recently, 
Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium. We can see why this is a crisis of evangelization when we examine the reasons Catholics them-
selves say they leave.  

First, large numbers of young adults — after years of catechesis and sacramental practice under their parents’ guidance — rebel 
against their family’s lifestyle. Others find they were only going through the motions with their parents; they never really internal-
ized the Catholic faith and now they find it boring.  

A second category is made up of Catholics who choose a lifestyle contrary to Catholic moral teaching and leave the Church.  

Another category is made up of Catholics who faced a crisis and needed help but did not receive support from their fellow Catholics. 

My brother Knights, as you can see, the crisis in our Church is really a crisis of evangelization — or rather it is a crisis of a failure to 
evangelize. In a particular way it is a failure to evangelize the Catholic family and to evangelize within the Catholic family. Such a 
crisis cannot be adequately responded to without the action of Catholic husbands and fathers.  

Three decades ago, St. John Paul II told us that the lay faithful have “an essential and irreplaceable role” in the Church’s mission of 
evangelization. Today, I say to you that the Knights of Columbus has “an essential and irreplaceable role” in confronting the crisis 
we now face as a Church.  

The Knights of Columbus will rise to meet this challenge. We will take up our essential and irreplaceable role. We must become 
again a Church that evangelizes — a Church that evangelizes its children and families and at the same time reaches out to those who 
do not yet know Christ who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” We can — and we must — do this by our witness and our charity. 

This is an excerpt from the supreme knight’s address, which can be found in full in the January 2020 Columbia magazine. There, you 
can read his complete remarks on the Knights’ mission and future 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

Well we are one month into the fraternal year and things are heating 

up outside and with the Knights.  Hopefully by now councils have 

their plan of action for the year ahead.  With the pandemic still in our 

midst we continue to have virtual meetings and with churches start-

ing to open you might be lucky to meet in person.  The most im-

portant thing is to keep our members safe. 

I congratulate the district deputies and the state officers on their in-

stallation in July.  As council installations proceed, we have asked our 

district deputies to be aware of their council member situations and 

perform their installations either virtual or in person based on the council preference. 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Supreme convention that was to be held in Washington 

DC has been changed to a virtual convention as we did for the state of Maryland in May.  

The convention will be held Aug 4th and 5th. 

It is important to recruit now because our pastors, parishes and communities need the 

Knights of Columbus now more than ever.  The effects of the global pandemic have been 

many and its being felt everywhere.  In our communities. In our parishes. Even among our 

own brother Knights and their families. People need help. They need our help. The Knights 

of Columbus will rise to the occasion as we always have. We will do that by making sure that 

every eligible Catholic man is invited to join our ranks.  If a man is not ready to join a coun-

cil have them become an on-line member so they can get monthly messages from Supreme 

and when ready they can transfer into a council after taking the exemplification. 

Use the new exemplification to bring men into the order to teach our principles.  You can use 

the virtual exemplifications provided by Supreme including the on-demand version.  We also 

would like to have each district have a team and provide one exemplification each month. 

As Knights we “change lives and save lives” and lead by example.   So, remember my motto: 

“We Are Servant Leaders” 

Vivat Jesus 

Vince Grauso 
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 
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Please let me introduce you to the Council Growth Team 

Regional Advisors: 

Roger Donnelly Districts 3, 4, 10, 15   Steve Ransdell Districts 21, 25, 32 

Bill Szyperski Districts 5, 7, 23, 24   Chris Daigle  Districts 1, 17, 19, 28 

Steve Conley Districts 13, 16, 27`  Tony Durso   Districts 6, 11, 18, 30 

Paul Zimmerman Districts 2, 9   Steve Law  Districts 12, 29 

Bernie Liswell District 26    Tom Irwin  District 22 

Mike Jacobs  District 8    Bob Sweitzer Districts 20, 31 

 

Hank Pokigo  Online Council Growth Chairman 

Dick Belmonte  Retention Chairman Baltimore Chapter 

John Vassallo  Retention Chairman McNamara Chapter 

Bob Jack   Retention Chairman Seton Chapter 

Curt Phillips   Parish Roundtable Chairman 

Bill McMahon  Council Growth Statistician 

 

These Knights are here to assist you grow your councils, so please call on them when and if 

you need help or have Any questions.  We have Retention Chairmen in each Chapter.  This is 

to make them easier to contact and to keep them close to where they are needed.  

I know you heard it before, but it is true.  These Knights are there to help you.  All you need to 

do is call.  They will be attending your council and district meetings.  Pick their brains.  Re-

member they travel to many councils and pick up ideas from all of them that they are willing to 

share. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Tom O’Hara 

Council Growth Director 

443-617-7548 



STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

A friend of mine was cycling across the country last summer when he happened to stop one day for lunch 

at a small roadside luncheonette. Hanging on the wall behind the counter there was a rusty sign that asked 

this intriguing question: “When was the last time that you did something for the first time?”  

That question tends to challenge us, doesn’t it! I mention it because being a Knight in our current environ-

ment means having to look at running many of our program in an entirely new way, often for the first 

time. And that presents us with some exciting opportunities that perhaps we never considered. As we 

move deeper into this new fraternal year, let’s remain open-minded about the possibilities involved with 

trying new programs, modifying the older ones, and seeking out best practices from others who have al-

ready mastered a few of their own. This is how programs can truly serve to energize Knights- and all those 

we certainly impact! 

Speaking of energized Knights, I want to “call out” a few councils that enjoyed some great program suc-

cesses recently. We all know about our focus on supporting the Little Sisters of the Poor over the past few 

months. These councils stepped up in a big way by serving as drop points for the collection of supplies: 

Charles Carroll 15985, St. Michael’s 2065, Patuxent 2203, Cardinal Gibbons 2521, Regina Coeli 2274, St. 

Paul 11105, and St. Francis de Sales 3489. If you are interested in participating as a drop site, as well, then 

reach out to our Little Sisters of the Poor Program Director, Walt Leskuski. He’ll be glad to assist! 

Another great “Leave No Neighbor Behind” program involves conducting blood drives. And a big shout 

out goes to Calvert Council 7870 for recently reaching the impressive milestone of collecting over 5,000 

pints of blood as part of an on-going program they’ve executed for the past 20 years! That is a spectacular 

accomplishment and one that many of you may want to model on a smaller scale. I’d get on the phone this 

month and chat with their Grand Knight! 

Now for a few reminders: 

>Our “tootsie roll” program has been moved to Spring 2021. Orders will be compiled at the Fall Meeting 

in October and we plan to execute the activity from January- March. 

>Be sure to use the “Fraternal Programs Report Form” found on the Supreme website when submitting 

your program activity reports. Copies should always be sent to your District Deputy and to Peter O’Sulli-

van. 

>Share your success stories- and no more keeping secrets! If you ran a super-successful program, please 

share it with me via a call or email and be sure to share with others at a Chapter meeting. This can be a 

learning opportunity for everyone! 

Wishing you and your families a safe and healthy summer and let’s continue in our efforts as Knights to 

become great servant leaders.  

Vivat Jesus!    

Terry 
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

The Assumption of Mary is a feast day that is celebrated on August 15th every year. This feast 

day commemorates Mary’s death and her assumption into the glory of heaven. Because it com-

memorates this sacred occasion – which is viewed by many as Mary’s divine birthday – it is not 

only a Holy Day of Obligation, but is one of the most important Marian feasts. 

Many Catholics believe that Mary first died before being assumed, but they believe that she was 

miraculously resurrected before being assumed. Others believe she was assumed bodily into 

Heaven without first dying. Either understanding may be legitimately held by Catholics, with 

Eastern Catholics observing the Feast as the Dormition. 

The dogma of the Assumption was only defined in 1950, was declared by Pope Pius XII on No-

vember 1, 1950, after requesting detailed study of Marian doctrine in the 1940’s,though it was 

widely believed by the earliest Christians. Given her Immaculate Conception The Assumption of Our Lady is the teach-

ing that the day when Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ, was physically and spiritually taken into heaven to be with her 

son forever. 

Prayer 

Father in Heaven, 

All creation rightly gives You 

Praise, for all life and  

Holiness comes from You. 

In the plan of Your wisdom 

She who bore the Christ in her 

womb was raised body and soul 

In glory to be with Him in heaven. 

May we follow her example in 

reflecting Your holiness 

and join in her hymn of endless  

love and praise 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

I would also like to thank both Beth Ward and Cynthia Santiago-Pagan for continuing on as chairs for the Ladies Auxil-

iaries they are the guru’s to contact for any questions or issues regarding Ladies Auxiliaries.  They are working on put-

ting together zoom meetings in the very near future in August.  A notice will be sent out informing of the dates and times 

for these meetings. 

Given the times we currently live in please wear your masks, wash your hands  and stay safe. 

God Bless 

Mary Jane 

THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY 
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STATE OFFICER INSTALLATION 

Our Lady Of The Fields Catholic Church, Millersville, MD 

On July 5, 2020, the Officers of the Maryland State Council along with District Deputies assembled at Our La-
dy of the Fields Catholic Church in Millersville for the State Installation Mass followed by the installation of 
State Officers and District Deputies.  Because of the pandemic, the invitation list was limited to those to be in-
stalled.  The Mass was also livestreamed at the church’s website. A recording of the Installation Mass can be 
viewed at: https://vimeo.com/435506047/fd908f4ea2. 

Photos by State Photographer John Fox 
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State Officers and their Ladies  are presented at the end of 

the Installation ceremony—with masks  as appropriate. 

State Officer Jewels 

and Past State Deputy 

pins in preparation for 

the Mass 
Baltimore Chapter 

President Paul 

Messina  as Lector 

Fr. Jojo Receives his State 

Chaplain Jewel 

Chris Powers Receives his  

State Secretary Jewel 

Tony Salvemini Receives 

his State Treasurer Jewel 

John Winfrey Receives his 

State Advocate Jewel 

Ron Hassan Receives his 

State Warden Jewel 

Oath of Office taken by State Officers and 

District Deputies 

District Deputy 34 Andy 

Michaels receives a cere-

monial elbow bump after 

present with his Jewel 

District Deputy #22 

Charles Doherty re-

ceived his Jewel 

https://vimeo.com/435506047/fd908f4ea2


AROUND MARYLAND 
 

Leadership Weekend took place virtually: 26 June for District Deputies, 27 June for Grand Knights.  Presenta-
tions from the State Deputy, State Officers, state directors and Supreme representatives were shared.  Presenta-
tions from leadership weekend can be found on the State website at: https://kofc-md.org/training/  
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State Deputy Vince Grauso responds to a chat 

on the District Deputy Day during Leadership 

State Secretary Chris Powers briefs the District Deputies 

on Ceremonials. 

State Chaplain Fr. JoJo Opalda 

Addresses the Grand Knights 

The support of the Maryland State Council and our local councils for the Little Sisters of the Poor continues. Collections are taken 

on the  third Saturday of the month  at various drop off locations in the state.  Charles Council 15985 in Frederick Collected over 

1000lbs of donations in the July Collection. 

Little Sisters of the Poor Program Chairman 

Walter Leskuski pose with his wife Beth and 

volunteers with a truckload of donations 

Walter and Beth 

Leskuski pose with 

Little Sisters of the 

poor and a sample 

of donations  

https://kofc-md.org/training/


REFLECTIONS 
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ME 

By: Lawrence P. Grayson 

Time is passing quickly as we race toward eternity.  Each of us has been created by God, endowed with free 
will, tasked to aid in the fulfillment of earthly Creation, and has the opportunity to eventually enter the king-
dom of God. 

It is not easy to fulfill God’s expectations for us in today’s world.  We must be in the world to earn a living, to 
care for our families, to aid our neighbor, to bring our Faith into the public square.  Yet, we must not be of the 
world, accepting its materialism as a primary value, pursuing success at all costs, becoming inured to the sor-
didness, blasphemy, vulgarity and hedonism that surround us.  The world is alluring.  Even our first parents, 
who were placed in the Garden of Paradise, fell to the wiles of Satan. 

To aid us in our earthly journey, we have been given the Church – one, holy, catholic, and apostolic – to help 
us see more clearly the distortions of the world, seek forgiveness for our failings, reorient ourselves to our pur-
pose, and focus on the things that matter most. 

But what is the Church?  It is easy to think of it as the structures with which we are familiar – be it a grandiose 
cathedral or the local parish building where we attend Mass.  We may think of its hierarchical format with the 
pope, cardinals, bishops and priests.  But it is more than buildings and organization.  It is the people in our lo-
cal parish community.  And it is the assembly of All Believers – those presently in the world, those who pre-
ceded us and are now in heaven, and those in purgatory awaiting entrance into the kingdom. 

The Church, in our daily experience, is Our Lord present in the Eucharist.  It is Our Lady, St. Joseph, the 
Apostles, martyrs and saints.  It is the elderly priest still hearing confessions and the impassioned, newly-
ordained priest offering Mass, as well as missioners serving the poorest of the poor throughout the world.  It is 
the monks and friars, mendicants and preachers, members of religious orders and diocesan priests.  It is the 
religion teacher in a parish school and the mother listening to her children recite their evening prayers.  It is the 
early morning weekday Mass and the Pontifical High Mass; the Novos Order liturgy and the Traditional Latin 
service; the candle-lit Holy Thursday Procession, Eucharistic Adoration, and the Rosary said solemnly for a 
deceased friend.  It is the sacristan, altar servers, lectors, the women who launder the altar cloths, the men who 
clean the church, the children who go to the parish school each morning and their parents who sacrifice to pay 
the tuition.  It is the tabernacle, stained glass windows, the sanctuary lamp, the crib at Christmas, the statues 
draped in purple cloth during Lent, the rose vestments on Laetare Sunday and the green ones of Ordinary 
Time.  It is the couple exchanging vows at their wedding, the baby wailing as the baptismal water is poured 
over its head, the line of penitents outside a confessional, the children in their finest clothes receiving their 
First Communion, the hospital chaplain giving last rights to a dying man.  It is the uplifting sermon and the 
doze-producing one, the person with a misplaced vocation and one with a true religious calling.  It is the broth-
ers, contemplative nuns, sisters in public ministry, deacons, and consecrated men and women of every type 
who labor in schools, colleges, hospitals, homes for the aged, orphanages and charitable centers, carrying out 
missions of all types.  It is the lay members of the third-orders of religious group, as well as the parishioners 
who serve the Church as members of the sodality, bible study group, arimatheans, confraternity, RCIA team, 
Knights of Columbus, and the myriad ministerial groups.  All of these vocations, activities, ministries, reli-
gious orders, structures, pastoral approaches and more constitute the Church.  They are available to aid you 
and me on our journey through life. 

In spite of its diversity, the Catholic Church is unified as one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. 

The Church is one for it is united under its spiritual head, Jesus Christ, who came to reconcile all humanity 
through His Death and Resurrection.  There is a single, unchanging deposit of faith found in Sacred Scripture 
and Sacred Tradition, which has been preserved, taught, defended, and handed on by the apostles through their 
successors, and occasionally added to by popes speaking ex cathedra under the guidance and protection from 
error of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Church is holy because it is centered on God, established as Our Lord’s agent for the sanctification of all 
Peoples.  Through the ministry of the Church and the power of the Holy Spirit, our Lord pours forth abundant 
graces to all who seek and accept them through the sacraments, teaching, prayer, worship, and good works. 

The Church is catholic, in that Christ is universally present in the Church, which He has commissioned to 
evangelize the world.  The Church is for all times and all people, past, present and future.  We here on earth, 
the Church militant, are united to the Church triumphant in heaven and the Church suffering in purgatory. 

The Church is apostolic.  Christ founded the Church and entrusted His authority to St. Peter, the apostles and 
their successors, saying, “I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven”.  This authority has been handed 
down through the Sacrament of Holy Orders from bishop to bishop, and through them to priests. 

These four attributes or marks define what is termed the universal or spiritual church.  It is the assembly of all 
Believers in all times under the kingship of Christ.  Unfortunately, the members on earth – both lay and conse-
crated -- are imperfect human beings with free will and, like our first parents, can fall to the temptations of the 
world.  The earthly, local church to which we belong, though endowed with spiritual gifts, is present in the 
flawed world.   

Each of us is called to holiness and, by God’s grace, we can attain it.  If I fall, however, to the seduction of the 
world, accept its material values as supreme, stop practicing my religion or even give up the Faith, who will 
save me?  The pope who leads a flock of 1.2 billion people?  The bishop who never heard of me?  My pastor – 
although he among the ordained clergy is most concerned about my salvation – who must soon return to the 
myriad duties of running a parish with hundreds and perhaps thousands of souls?  Ultimately, I, and only I, am 
responsible for my salvation.  The Church is here to help me, but the path I take whether to heaven or to hell is 
mine to choose. 

References: 

Supreme Knight: Spe Salvi— 

http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20071130_spe-

salvi.html  

Supreme Knight: Catechism Of The Catholic Church—http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html  

Programs: Little Sister’s Program Director, Walt Leskuski  - pfn.md384@gmail.com  

Programs: Fraternal Programs Report Form -  

https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/programs/10784-fraternal-programs-report-form.pdf 
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HISPANIC PAGE 
Se forma Nuevo Consejo Hispano en Suitland, MD 

Suitland - Bajo la responsabilidad de transformar el mundo que nos rodea, los cristianos estan buscan-
do caminos para desarrollar fielmente el ministerio de la Iglesia católica, el Sabado 18 de Julio del 2020, la pa-
rroquia San Bernardino de Siena en Suitland, fue testigo de esa transformación. A pesar de la pandemia del 
COVID-19 que ha causado dificultades en nuestras vidas cotidianas, esta vez no pudo con el digno compromi-
so de este grupo de católicos que estuvieron presentes para llevar a cabo la Institución del nuevo Consejo His-
pano e Instalación de los Nuevos Oficiales de la fraternidad Caballeros de Colón 2020-2021 en Maryland:  

 

“San Bernardino de Siena, Suitland” 

 

La primera responsabilidad de estos nuevos Oficiales y Caballeros es formar conciencia y promover esa acción, 
en el apostolado de los laicos deben responder al llamado constante en la participación activa dentro de su pa-
rroquia apoyando todos los ministerios.  

Este nuevo consejo hispano no seria realidad si no hubiera contado con el apoyo del Padre Jose Raul DeLeon, 
Parroco de la Iglesia Saint Bernardine of Siena y la participación activa de los nuevos funcionarios bajo el lide-
razgo del nuevo Gran Caballero Pedro Villatoro, junto al Diputado Gran Caballero Belen Reyes, y todos 
sus nuevos caballeros seran el potencial para participar y difundir la palabra de Dios a toda la comunidad cris-
tiana.  

Ese compromiso de apoyo tambien estuvo reflejado con la presencia del State Deputy Vince Grauso, junto al 
State Treasurer Anthony N. Salvemini; State Advocate John Winfrey y el State Warden Ron Hassan, repre-
sentando al Estado de Maryland y al Consejo Supremo. 

A la comitiva se unió el Benefits Advisor Henry Canter, el presidente del Capitulo Bishop McNamara de Caba-
lleros de Colón Jeff Koscho quien donó de la imagen de nuestra madre la Virgen Maria al nuevo consejo.  

Tambien estuvieron presentes apoyando a la comunidad hispana el Master Joseph Feakes de la Archdiocese of 
Washington District; el Diputado del Distrito 2 Terry Reinhart y Tom O’Hara del State Council Growth Direc-
tor. 

Sin lugar a dudas a la ceremonia no podria faltar el apoyo del Grand Knight Edwin Velis del Consejo 17192 
San Oscar Arnulfo Romero, junto al Secretario Financiero Mario Villatoro; el Tesorero Julio Aragon y 
Abraham Reyes, dijieron presente entregando un especial donativo al nuevo consejo. 

Al grupo hispano se unió el Faithful Navigator Bernabe Aguilar, junto al Faithful Captain Walter Venegas, 
representando a la Asamblea Hispana 3769 San Alfonso Maria de Ligorio de Annapolis. 

La institución e Instalación del Consejo “San Bernardino de Siena, Suitland” contó con el apoyo del nuevo 
Guardian del Distrito 14 Jesus Lopez-Villa quien dejo muy alto su compromiso, lealtad y servicio a la orden. 

Bajo ese compromiso los caballeros del nuevo Consejo “San Bernardino de Siena” seran un ejemplo constante 
y digno del ideal católico para toda su familia, su comunidad y su nuevo consejo, ninguno de ellos es tan bueno 
como todos. Los nuevos Caballeros de Colón lo saben bien: juntos podran lograr más de lo que cada uno logra-
ría de manera individual. 

El nuevo consejo “San Berardino de Siena, Suitland” sera parte del Distrito 14 y se unira a los Consejos: 

13463 San Juan Diego 

16611 San Juan Neumann de Baltimore 

17192 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero 

 

Viva Jesus!  
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SAN BERNARDINO DE SIENA 
Formation: 18 July 2020 

Maryland’s newest council, San Bernardino de Siena, was instituted on  Saturday, 18 July 2020 at Saint Ber-
nardine of Siena Catholic Church in Suitland Maryland.  The day started with the State Deputy Vince Grauso 
addressing all assembled, followed by the Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity with the council 
institution  ceremony for the new council, then the installation of Officers.   
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Fr. Jose Raul DeLeon and District Deputy 14 Willians 

Castillo start the afternoon’s ceremonies 

The candidates make their promises during the Exemplification 

ceremony.  

Grand Knight Edwin Velis, Council 

17192 Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Pre-

senter on Charity, teaches the Dis-

course on the Rosary 

Fr. Jose 

Raul blesses 

the new 

Knights 

Grand Knight  Pedro Villatoro  approaches the lec-

tern to address the audience 

The officers of San Bernardine de Siena Coun-

cil agree to the promises of office. 

State Deputy Vince Grauso congratu-

lates the new council 

Fr. Jose Raul blesses the jewels of 

office 

Fr. Jose Raul blesses the jewels of 

office 



PERPETUAL MEMORIAL SOCIETY 
 

The Maryland State Council Perpetual Memorial Society, which was established in 2016, pro-
vides a way to remember and pray for our loved ones and friends. Anyone is welcome to enroll 
anyone they choose in the society. The person being enrolled does not have to be a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. Next of kin will receive a Perpetual Memorial Society Mass card 
from the Donor.  

  

The amount of the donation will never be revealed. Donations will be made to the Maryland 
State Council and on the memo line, include Perpetual Memorial Society. The funds raised be-
cause of donations will be used for Vocations Programs throughout the State of Maryland. 
Each year a proper accounting of monies raised will be reported at the Annual Convention.  

 

 

 

[Please Print]  

 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL PERPETUAL MEMORIAL SOCIETY  

Please enroll:  

Name _______________________________________  Title_____________ 

(Gender) ____Male____ Female Year of Birth ______Year of Death_______ 

Enrollee was member of Council ____________ 

Donor's thank you by: (Check one): ______E-mail ______Mail _____None  

E-mail Address (If checked) _____________________________________ Donor's 
Name_________________________________________________ 

Donor’s Address ______________________________________________ 

 

Make Check payable to the Maryland State Council and send form and check to: 
 

Bob Sweitzer, PGK, FDD 

110 Victoria Lane  

Frostburg, MD 21532 

The Maryland State Council Perpetual Memorial Society will maintain a Permanent book of 
names enrolled, which will be placed upon the Altar, at every Mass offered at functions of the 
Maryland State Council. The book will show the enrollee's name, year of birth and death, as 
well as the donor's name.  
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CHARITY FUND 
 

The purpose of our charity fund is “TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO INDIVIDUALS IN TEMPO-
RARY URGENT NEED” in the name of the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF MARYLAND. The Fund is intended to 
be a “BRIDGE” to financial recovery and does not take on long term cases. It is designed to supplement financial help 
already provided by the Council charity fund.  
 
Your contributions have allowed the Charity Fund Board of Directors to award over $1,200,000.00 for needy causes 
since the fund’s inception on July 6, 1984.  
 
The Charity Fund’s mission has been successful due largely to your generosity over the years. We have paid for expens-
es associated with medical, hospital, mortgages, rents, utilities, car payments, insurances, equipment for the handi-
capped, and have provided respectable burials for other Brother Knights.  
 
All donations are available for distribution to those in urgent financial need. Minor administrative expenses to administer 
the charity fund and Corporation are borne by earnings on investments. All personnel associated with the Charity Fund 
are Brother Knights who give of their time and talent to assist those in need. The Charity Fund is funded by member do-
nations made by envelope or through a work place Combined Federal Campaign/United Way program. The Fund also 
benefits from special donations in the form of golf tournaments, raffles, and donations made by Council, District, Chap-
ter, Assembly, and Ladies Auxiliary fundraising activities. The Charity Fund only grows by your TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
donations. Donations of any amount are gladly accepted and go to further our mission.  
 
The Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. is recognized by the IRS as a section 501 c (3) en-
tity and the Corporation is compliant with all Federal and State rules and regulations. ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE. The Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. is an approved Combined Feder-
al Campaign (CFC) organization which enables you to make donations through your Federal or State employer during 
annual charity campaigns.  
 

Chesapeake Bay Area Combined Federal Campaign  (ID code 78166) 
Combined Federal Campaign of the National Capital Area (ID code 78166) 
Maryland Charity Campaign (State employees and retirees) (ID code 5384) 

 
The proper ID Code MUST BE USED to correctly route your donation.  
 
If you contribute through a Charity Campaign other than those above, please ensure that the Charity Fund ad-
dress below is included in your pledge voucher in the “DONOR OPTION” section:  
 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY FUND, INC. 
P.O. Box 1468 

Bowie, Maryland 20717 
 

CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR SUPPORT? 
 

If you have ANY questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 

Jim Seidleck, Co-Director   Gil Boisvert, Co-Director  
410-721-0206 or seidleckjm@msn.com            410-757-5138 or gilb5@outlook.com  
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MONTH DATE EVENT LOCATION 

AUGUST 2020 8/4-6 SUPREME CONVENTION VIRTUAL MEETING 

  8/11 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR VIRTUAL SEMINAR 

  8/18 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR VIRTUAL SEMINAR 

  8/22 PAST STATE DEPUTY  
TESTIMONIAL 

COLUMBUS GARDENS 

MOVED TO JANUARY 23, 2021 

  8/23 BALTIMORE CHAPTER  
INSTALLATION 

ST AGNES COUNCIL #4449 
CATONSVILLE  

  TBD PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL HS, 
OLNEY - CANCELLED 

  TBD F.S. SEMINAR   
        

SEPTEMBER 2020 9/12 FAMILY PICNIC NORTH POINT STATE PARK 

MASS at 4:30 

  9/12 F.S. SEMINAR ST PIUS X COUNCIL #4076 

  9/19 BISHOP MCNAMARA CHAPTER 
INSTALLATION 

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH, 
CLINTON 

  9/26 NAVY FOOTBALL 

vs TEMPLE 

NAVY MEMORIAL STADIUM, AN-
NAPOLIS - CANCELLED 

  9/26 SETON CHAPTER INSTALLATION SETON SHRINE,  EMMITSBURG 
        

OCTOBER 2020 10/10 COLUMBUS DAY GALA DOUBLE TREE HOTEL, ANNAPOLIS 
CANCELLED 

  10/17 AWD EXEMPLIFICATION ST.JOHN PAUL ll 

  10/24 STATE COUNCIL “FALL” MEETING NATIONAL SHRINE OF 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

  TBD STATE TOUR   

  TBD F.S. SEMINAR   

  TBD COLUMBUS DAY  
COMMEMORATION 

WREATH LAYING, COLUMBUS  
PLAZA, LITTLE ITALY 

  TBD COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION UNION STATION 

WASHINGTON DC 
        

NOVEMBER 2020 TBD SOCCER SHOOTOUT ARCHBISHOP SPAULDING HS 

  11/15 

  
STATE COUNCIL MEMORIAL MASS 

& RECEPTION 

ST LOUIS CHURCH,  CLARKSVILLE 

        

DECEMBER 2020 12/19 STATE CHRISTMAS PARTY & STAR 
NIGHT 

CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 

 #2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 
        

JANUARY 2021 1/9 STATE MID TERM MEETING CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 
#2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  1/23 PAST STATE DEPUTY TESTIMONIAL CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 

 #2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  TBD MARCH FOR LIFE WASHINGTON, DC 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the com-
munity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, 
bless all the activities of our Order. 
Keep us true to our pledge, to extend 
the kingship of thy divine son on 
earth. Through Thine intercession, 
win for us the grace, ever to exem-
plify in our public and private lives, 
the virtues that should characterize 
those especially dedicated to the ser-
vice of the heavenly court. Make us 
always aware that as your Knights, 
we are constantly observed, our faith 
judged, and our Order appreciated. 
Accept, O Mary, this renewed 
pledge of fealty and devotion, of 
Thy Servants, the  
Knights of Columbus.  


