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SUPREME CHAPLAIN  

Loving The Church 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori  

IN THE NICENE CREED, we profess: “I believe in one, holy, catholic and apos-
tolic Church.” A friend of mine recently said, “I used to say those words without 
giving them much thought. Now, I say to myself, ‘I believe in the Lord. But do I 
believe in the Church?’” 

My friend speaks for quite a few people. Recent studies show that 37% of Catho-
lics in the United States are seriously thinking about leaving the Church as the 
result of the sexual abuse crisis. This percentage is not confined to the 75% of 
Catholics who do not regularly attend Sunday Mass; it includes church-going 
Catholics. Many pastors confirm that Mass attendance has declined since the 
summer of 2018, along with financial support. 

At a time when parishioners are rightfully angry, what does it mean to believe in 
the Church and to love it? Can we love the Church and at the same time insist on 
genuine reform? Thankfully, the answer is “yes” — but a “yes” that requires us to 
do some thinking and praying, because there are false ways of loving and reform-
ing the Church. 

One false way of loving the Church is to say, “I love the Church all right, but not 
that old corrupt institutional Church.” From its earliest days, there have been peo-
ple who professed love only for some invisible, spiritual Church, not the actual 

flesh and blood Church that came from the side of the crucified Savior. This perspective is understandable 
enough, yet it remains a cop out. 

The Church is made up of “a divine and a human element” that coalesce to “form one complex reality” (Vatican 
II, Lumen Gentium, no. 8). It is the “human element” of the Church, made up of sinful human beings, which con-
tinually needs to be reformed and purified — but not discarded or made into something other than what the Lord 
intended. Not surprisingly, some proposed reforms have nothing to do with the sexual abuse crisis but rather at-
tempt to impose on the Church various ideological agendas, in none of which salvation can be found. 

Please don’t think this is an attempt to sanitize the depth and enormity of the sexual abuse crisis, for we need deep 
purification and far-reaching reform. 

Good policies and procedures are a start. For example, the so-called “Dallas Charter” enacted by the U.S. bishops 
in 2002 has been effective. Since then, very few new cases of clergy sexual abuse have been reported. In dioceses, 
parishes, Catholic schools and other ministries, many safeguards are now in place to prevent abuse and/or to en-
sure that it is reported to civil authorities the minute it is discovered. Thanks to the Holy Father’s new directive, 
the U.S. bishops are also putting in place new procedures by which we will be held accountable for abuse, harass-
ment or failure to handle allegations of sexual misconduct in accord with the highest standards. Procedural reform 
is indeed one of the ways to love the Church and to reform and purify its visible structures. 

But there is a much deeper reform that is more necessary than ever. A profound conversion on the part of the 
Church’s shepherds is essential, but for this reform to take hold it must include all of God’s people. Purifying the 
Church is something we do together. We have to reject moral relativism and the compromises with evil that fol-
low in its wake. We have to turn to the Lord in prayer as never before, both as individuals and as parish communi-
ties. And with the help of the Holy Spirit by whom Jesus lives and acts in us, we should strive to change not only 
programs and certain structures but indeed the culture of our dioceses, parishes, homes and ministries such that 
they are places of encounter with the risen Lord and one another, places filled with hope and missionary zeal. 

As Knights of Columbus, we speak of ourselves as “the strong right arm of the Church.” Let us resolve, then, to 

believe in the Church and to love the Church so much that we contribute to its ongoing purification and reform. 
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE    

Dear Brother Knights, 
 
Happy New Fraternal Year! 
Our Worthy State Deputy Vince Grauso has asked me to serve as State Chaplain for his term. 
Without second thought or any hesitation, I sincerely agreed to be part of his leadership team 
at the state level. I have known Vince for many years, and I am convinced of his commitment 
and dedication to any responsibility entrusted to his care. When Vince asked me to be the 
State Chaplain for his term as Maryland State Deputy, although a big responsibility and chal-
lenge, I welcomed the offer with joy in my heart because I considered the position, as a great 
opportunity to serve the Order at the State level.  My responsibilities as a chaplain in the Or-
der requires dedication of my time and talents in addition to my responsibilities as Pastor of 
two parishes, St Mary’s Govans and St Pius X, which are both located on York Road, Balti-

more MD.  I also work as Defender of the Bond in the Archdiocese of Baltimore Marriage Tribunal and I am appointed 
as Associate Director of Vocation office of the Archdiocese of Baltimore.  With all my sacred duties as a priest, it’s a 
great blessing in my ministry to be chosen as the State Chaplain, with the approval from the Supreme Chaplain who hap-
pens to be my Superior and the Archbishop of Baltimore. Serving the people of God is my calling and there is no heavy 
load for a priest like me, if it is a call of duty to serve my brother Knights and their families.  
 

My heart is rejoicing in the Lord for this new mission. I thank our State Deputy Vince Grauso, the State officers, and all 
of you, for the opportunity and privilege of serving the Order as State Chaplain this new Fraternal Year. In fulfilling my 
role as your State Chaplain, I am expected to work and perform my duties in communion with our State Deputy and 
State Officers. The Chaplain’s Handbook will serve as my guide to perform my duties and obligations as your State 
Chaplain. I will continue learning from the wisdom and experience of our Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop Lori. His pas-
toral leadership in the Order is my guiding light to exercise my role as a chaplain. As a Supreme Chaplain, he never 
stops reminding us to be more attentive to the priorities of the Church in our country, in our state, in our parishes, and 
most of all to be more attentive with understanding to the priorities of the Oder. 
 

Exercising my apostolic ministry for my brother Knights and their families is always a calling, or I may call it a vocation 
in my priestly life. It is a constant invitation by Christ to work in his vineyard through dedicated service in the Order. My 
role as the State Chaplain, requires a closer collaboration with our State Deputy and State Officers, to plan and develop 
ways to bring the Good News of Faith, Hope, and Charity to our brother knights and their families. It’s difficult to per-
form my role as your chaplain without your spiritual support. That is why, I humbly ask you to remember me, and all the 
chaplains in the Order, in your daily prayers, especially when you recite our powerful armor, the holy rosary of the 
Blessed Mother. We need Mary’s maternal protection and powerful intercession, as we journey together in the perfor-
mance of our duties and responsibilities in the Order. Let us grow together in the knowledge of our Catholic Faith, which 
is the very foundation of our mission, to promote marriage, family, pro-life activities, and vocations.  
 

When we discuss about duties and responsibilities of every knight in the Order. I just can’t help, but remember a beauti-
ful song by David Haas, entitled “We are Called.” The song goes, “Come live in the light. Shine with the joy and love of 
the Lord. We are called to be light for the Kingdom. To live in the freedom of the city of God. We are called to act with 
justice. We are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.” These few lines 
from the song express the spirit of our mission to every brother knight and his family. Yes, I firmly believe that all of us 
are called to build up the body of Christ in our families, our society and in our Church. 
 

Please be assured of my prayers for you brother knights and you families. I am especially grateful for your service to 
your districts, to your councils, to your communities, to your parishes, and to the Church.  
 

May the Blessed Mother watch over you and your families, and may Venerable Michael McGivney intercede for us all. 
 

Vivat Jesus 
 

Fr Jose Opalda Jr. 
State Chaplain 

State Chaplain By: Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL (e-mail: jopalda@stpius10.org) 
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SUPREME  KNIGHT  

EARLIER THIS YEAR, I attended the consecration of a beautifully restored 
church. As the Blessed Sacrament was placed in the new tabernacle, I 
thought of the Ark of the Covenant, which was the place of God’s presence 
among his people, beginning in the time of Moses. Now, in the New Cove-
nant, the Lord’s true presence is a reality wherever Mass is celebrated and 
wherever the Eucharist is reserved.  

As Catholics, we may take this reality for granted today, but the initial reac-
tion to Jesus’ discourse on the bread of life was one of disbelief — the Jews 
saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” and his disciples saying, 
“This is a hard saying, who can listen to it?” Most of his disciples actually 
left, and Jesus then turned to the Apostles: “Will you also go away?” As we 
know, Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life” (Jn 6:68).  

Jesus’ question remains painfully real in light of the devastating scandals that have recently rocked the Church 
and the declining church attendance among Catholics. And if Jesus’ question has new relevance, so does Peter’s 
answer. If we were to turn away from the presence of the Lord, where would we go? There is a growing trend, 
especially among young people, to say that we can be “spiritual” while also rejecting organized religion. Pope 
Benedict XVI addressed this issue in his encyclical Spe Salvi (Saved in Hope) when he asked, “Is Christian hope 
individualistic?” He answered that “salvation has always been considered a ‘social’ reality,” adding that we are 
called “to a lived union with a ‘people,’ and for each individual it can only be attained with this ‘we’” (14).  

We see this social reality, this unity within the Church, most beautifully in the presence of the Blessed Sacra-
ment in the hundreds of thousands of tabernacles throughout the world. And this call to communion is especially 
important for us as Knights of Columbus, committed this year in a special way to the principle of unity.  

As we pray for and seek renewal in our Church today, I am reminded what the 18th-century British statesman 
Edmund Burke said about institutions in need of reform. He argued that the virtue of prudence is necessary to 
find the right combination of “conservation and correction.” 

We should keep in mind Burke’s recommendation of prudence. In the foreseeable future, however, the most im-
portant of the cardinal virtues may not be prudence but fortitude, which the Catechism of the Catholic We 
should keep in mind Burke’s recommendation of prudence. In the foreseeable future, however, the most im-
portant of the cardinal virtues may not be prudence but fortitude, which the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
defines as “the moral virtue that ensures firmness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the good” (1808). 

And as St. Thomas Aquinas taught, fortitude is dependent upon yet another virtue: justice — certainly today, 
justice for the victims of sexual abuse and their families as well as justice for the People of God. 

Indeed, all four of the cardinal virtues — prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance — will be necessary to 
achieve “correction” while preserving the unity of the Church.   

In Spe Salvi, Pope Benedict further reminded us: “God is the foundation of hope. … His love alone gives us the 
possibility of soberly persevering day by day, without ceasing to be spurred on by hope” (31). 

In the days ahead, therefore, let us rededicate ourselves to the practice of the moral virtues and pray for an in-
crease in faith, hope and charity. In this way, we will continue to move forward, meeting whatever challenges 
may arise.  

The Lord remains in the midst of his people, and he will never abandon us. He calls us to unity. He calls us to 
virtue. And in him, we will find a sure path for renewal.  

Vivat Jesus!  

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 

Maryland State Council  July 2020 

Volume 1, Issue 1 www.kofc-md.org Page 5 



STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy By: Vincent Grauso (e-mail: VGrauso@yahoo.com)  

First and foremost, let me thank all the members of the MD State Council family 

for electing me as the State Deputy of Maryland for the 2020 -2021 fraternal year 

at this year’s virtual state convention.  I am truly honored and humbled to be able 

to write this column for the 1st time as your State Deputy. 

We are amidst partially opening our parishes due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  It 

has been a challenge planning our year ahead of us for the state council and I am 

sure for your councils.  As Knights we are up to the challenge as seen by coun-

cils meeting virtually over the past several months.  We need to continue meeting 

virtually until it is safe for us to meet again in person.  

We must continue our commitment to the “Leave No Neighbor Behind” program 

by helping our members, our parishes and the community.  Many councils have been doing a great job and I 

urge you to continue your many great activities.  We need to make sure that all our members are contacted to 

see if there is any need that we can provide for them.  In this time of pandemic, it is a time for action, leader-

ship and fortitude and to embrace the changes around us.  Let us put our Faith Into Action.  

We must continue to offer men the opportunity to join us as Knights.  We can therefore transform these 

friends to brothers and demonstrate our Catholic brotherhood of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. Use the new 

exemplification to demonstrate these values.  Remember we Knights change lives and save lives every day 

for the better and relieve suffering for those in need. 

We must also welcome Christ into our souls by building up the domestic church as we build up our families 

and rediscover the soul of the church and the world.  There are many resources we have at hand for example 

the “Into the Breach” video series and all the material produced by the Catholic Information Service. 

It is a great time to be a Knight of Columbus as our founder Fr. Michael McGivney is about to be beatified.  

As our Supreme Knight has stated: “Fr. McGivney remains an important role model for parish priests around 

the world and left us a transformative legacy of effective cooperation between the laity and clergy.”  We 

must work with our pastors to ease their burdens and work with them as a partner to serve our faith commu-

nities. 

As I close this column, I ask you to please remember my motto for my administration: 

As Knights “We Are Servant Leaders”.  We need to lead by example. 

Vivat Jesus 

Vincent Grauso 

Newsline: 

Effective June 22nd, the Maryland State Council office will be relocated to Bowie, Maryland.  Our new "mailing" address will be: 
 

Knights of Columbus 
Maryland State Council 
P.O. Box 1468 
Bowie, MD   20717 
 

Additional information will be forthcoming regarding our move to this new location.   
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COUNCIL GROWTH 
Council Growth Director By: Tom O’Hara (e-mail: tomco50@comcast.net) 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! First for the entire Council Growth Team I want to congratulate all the District Depu-

ties, both incoming and repeat offenders, and the incoming Council Officers.  I know you are all as excited 

about the coming Fraternal Year as we are.  As for last year’s DD’s and Council Officers a warm thank you.  

You all did a fantastic job and I am sure you will be helping the new officers in any way you can.  

I hope that the first thing you notice about this article is that it is titled “Council Growth” and not 

“Membership”.  With the blessing of the State Deputy we thought we would try a new approach.  Membership 

is and will always be an important subject for the State and for each and every Council.  However it is just a 

part of what council’s should be focusing on.  When you think council growth we want you to think not only 

about the end result but how are you going to get there.   

I am sure you all know that things are a lot different than they were this time last year.  We are all in a virtual 

maze.  Meetings are being held by using Zoom or Go To Meeting or some other computer program. (However 

if you are like me nothing is like being there.)  Supreme recognizes this too.  So, they have given us tools to 

help.  There is Online Membership.  Let’s not forget the virtual presentations of the Exemplification of Chari-

ty, Unity and Fraternalism.  These are held several times a week by Supreme and they have been very success-

ful.  Supreme has given local districts and councils permission to offer the exemplification by virtual presenta-

tions.  We should all seek out men to join teams that will do the exemplifications in each area.  There are 

many helpful tools on Supremes’ web site.  Things such as “Into the Breach” and “Leave No Neighbor Be-

hind” all designed to help you grow your council on line. 

Hopefully by now you have all received your Star District and Star Councils quotas.  Please take note, another 

gift from Supreme.  The numbers have changed.  Council’s quotas are now based on 5% of membership in-

stead of 7%.  Also the maximum needed to reach Star is 20 not 35 as in the past.  As for the insurance quota it 

is gone entirely.  Instead all you need to do is have two Insurance Benefits Nights during the Fraternal Year.  

These nights can be done in conjunction with other councils or on a district wide basis.  They can be virtual.  

These nights MUST be advertised in advance and in order to get credit a council must have someone in at-

tendance.  As you can see Supreme is doing everything they can to help you be successful.  

Along with all the help Supreme is providing don’t forget the State Team.  You will have Council Growth Ad-

visors throughout the state to help in any way they can.  You also have me and all the State Officers who are 

willing to help.  Everyone from Supreme to the State Officers to the Council Growth Team wants to see you 

succeed.  Because when you succeed we succeed. 

Tom O’Hara 

State Council Growth Director       
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STATE PROGRAMS 
Program Director By: Terry Waters (e-mail: Tejowat12127@outlook.com) 

Worthy Brother Knights- 

Over the past two years I’ve read thousands of program reports as one of our Maryland state program 
directors and what struck me most was the capacity we have as an organization to continually do good 
work for those in our parishes and communities. Regardless of council size or location or even depth 
of leadership, Knights from throughout Maryland found ways to inspire and to make a real difference. 

Now as we move into the new fraternal year it’s more important than ever that we continue to build 
on that good work! That said, I am asking for your support in three specific ways: 

1. When you conduct a program that is a huge success, brag about it- and tell me about it! I’d like to 
begin the practice of sharing best practices so that we all can learn from and celebrate the successes of 
each other. No more keeping big “wins” a secret! 

2. If you are part of a council that is struggling to build a good program in any area, then reach out to 
one of your four state program directors for assistance. These guys are exceptional partners  and they 
can offer you “real world” and exciting guidance on how to fire up a program that makes sense for 
your council.   

Try something new! Take a shot a implementing one new program this year and don’t worry that it 
will “tank”  your council if it flops! Trust me, you can learn just as much from a failure as you 
can from a success. You’ll be fine! 

I also want to introduce you to your four state program directors as mentioned above. 

Bill Newbrough leads our Community team. Bill is a Former DD and Past GK with an enormous 
amount of energy and a track record that reflects it. Lou Woods leads our Faith team. Lou is a Former 
DD and Past GK who also directed the Maryland Faith program  agenda during the previous admin-
istration. I’d rank him among the best in the Order and he’s a blast to work with. John Sniezek leads 
our Life program and is a Past GK and current FS for St. Louis Council. John has a great background , 
is full of good ideas, and offers a fresh perspective on many council matters. Dirk Griffin leads our 
Family program and is a Former DD and Past GK. Dirk is extremely well connected in Maryland and 
there likely is not an issue he can’t resolve involving program support for you. Get to know all these 
guys- they are exceptional leaders who know how to deliver results- and have fun doing it! 

Despite all the challenges we face now as we begin the new fraternal year, let’s never shy away from 
the fact that Knights in Maryland have the proven capacity to make a remarkable difference in our 
communities and parishes. And our Faith in Action programs give us almost everything we need to 
make it happen. All we need now is you!  Stay safe and stay healthy this summer! Vivat Jesus!   

 

Terry J. Waters, PGK, FDD 

Maryland State Program Director 
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady By: Mary Jane Grauso  

While in grad school at Loyola University in MD, one of the most important classes taught 

was “Organizational Behavior”. The emphasis was on learning how to be an “ACTIVE 

LISTENER” and an “effective leader” and being an “agent for change” to improve rela-

tions. Ultimately, “ACTIVE LISTENING” was the key to change for the better. 

As part of the Knights of Columbus, we have an opportunity to be an “agent for change”. 

YOU have a superpower called KINDNESS.  This is a unique time.  We are in the midst 

of the coronavirus pandemic that has separated and isolated us from each other.  We are in 

an emotional crisis.  We are physically distressed. All of this impacts us in more ways than 

we can even anticipate.  Add this to the recent weeks of social unrest with the protests and 

demonstrations, and there are a lot of people who are hurting right now.  

KINDNESS is missing from this equation, and its importance increases every day. As a nation, we are hungry for 

signs and expressions of KINDNESS. It has been a moment of brightness during our isolation seeing people from 

all walks of life cheering for the front-line workers.  As the cheering continues, it is truly telling that even during 

these disruptive times, we as a people can all come together and show our appreciation to those risking their lives 

to help others. 

The world is demanding us to be KIND under pressure. KINDNESS connects us to everyone.  Ephesians 4:31-32 

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and com-

passionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  God is sending us a message 

that we all need to heed. 

We are in the most challenging period of our generation and are experiencing changes in every sector of our lives.  

Being KIND intentionally goes beyond random acts of kindness. It is part of Living Our Faith. As an “ACTIVE 

LISTENER” you truly need to listen to other people. If we were to take KINDNESS and make it our personality, 

our identity, and our lifestyle, then our immediate response to a challenge would be KINDNESS. It would be 

more about who we are and expressing it as an embrace to humanity.  We all need a big hug, even if it is not a 

physical one. 

Ask yourself… What can I do to serve other people?  The State Deputy’s motto is “WE ARE SERVANT 

LEADERS”.  In serving other people we get the encouragement we need, along with the fuel and tenacity to keep 

going. Right now, the world is changing in a lot of ways completely out of our control.  What we do have control 

over is how we treat each other. Do we choose anger and frustration, or do we show KINDNESS? Most people 

are looking for something consistent to compensate for all the change that is happening in the world. KINDNESS 

is the best gift we can give each other in these trying times.  

So… What happens next?  HOW can we make the difference? In support of our husbands who are Knights of 

Columbus, this is a time for us to seize the opportunity and shine; to be the role model for others to emulate.  Be-

ing an active listener and using KINDNESS, we can affect change in a peaceful manner.  The Knights of Colum-

bus is an inclusive organization lending a helping hand to individuals from all walks of life, race, and culture.  Re-

cently Pope Francis commented----"My friends, we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in 

any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human life."   

WE ARE SERVANT LEADERS.  We can all affect change.  Each of us possess the superpower of KINDNESS. 

We need to implement it in all that we do.  Doing Christ’s work. 

I look forward to the time that we can all physically meet one another and build a strong comradery and enjoy 

forging new relationships and friendships.  Until then, Stay Safe. 

KINDNESS IS OUR SUPERPOWER… LET THIS BE THE BEGINNING 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF BALTIMORE ✝ ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON ✝ DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON  

June 15, 2020  

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 For centuries, our country and our State have been plagued with problems of racial inequality and injustice. 

Although many people have acted in good faith in service and prayer to bring about just change, to 

acknowledge the dignity of each life, and to love one another, our current crisis causes us to reflect on how 
much we still must do together to make impactful progress. We vividly recall our own Church’s past sins and 

failings and admit to them freely.   

 With regret and humility, we must recognize that as Catholic leaders and as an institution we have, at times, 
not followed the Gospel to which we profess and have been too slow in correcting our shortcomings. For this 

reason, it is incumbent upon us to place ourselves at the forefront of efforts to remove the inequalities and dis-

crimination that are still present in Maryland and our nation today.   

 Despite our painful history, the Church in Maryland has been deeply enriched by the gifts of Black Catholics. 

We think of Mother Mary Lange, who founded the first Catholic school for Black children in the United 

States, in Baltimore in 1828. One year later, she founded the Oblate Sisters of Providence, the first religious 
order for women of African descent. Today, she is a Servant of God, in the process to be canonized a Catholic 

saint, a cause for which all Catholics should pray.   

 Maryland is also home to the National Black Catholic Congress, which acts as a witness and guide to the real-
ities of the Black Catholic experience across the United States. It is also home to the Josephite priests and 

brothers, whose mission is to serve the African American community.  

 At a time when school segregation, sadly, was the norm in Maryland, two of our predecessors – Cardinal Pat-
rick O’Boyle and Cardinal Lawrence Shehan – began the process of desegregating Catholic schools and par-

ishes.    

On March 12, 1950, in a homily on race relations, then-Archbishop O’Boyle said, "Unless the full re-
sources of the Church are placed at the disposal of every single member of the church and made available to 
every man, there is no Catholicism worthy of the name. Our Sacraments, and our societies, our Mass and mys-
teries of the Faith are a common possession. Just as God is Our Father – What is Catholic is ours; it is all of 
us united as one."  

This history provides the context for us today and should act to animate our prayers, thoughts and actions for 

an end, finally, to the sin of racism that remains with us and in us. The unjust killing of George Floyd and oth-

er Black Americans, and the subsequent protests, rallies and vigils that continue to take place make it clear that 

the conscience of our nation is on trial as questions of race and equality confront each and every one of us.    

 

  

- continued -  
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We must recognize that all of us share the same human nature and dignity because we are all created in the 

image and likeness of God; this is why human life is sacred. We call all people of good will to prayer, to root 

out any hatred and animosity that has taken hold in one’s own heart. Inspired by Jesus’ command to “love one 

another as I love you” (John 15:12), we must seek to know and understand one another and to work to break 

down barriers through listening, prayer and a commitment to change hearts and minds.   

However, prayer and dialogue, alone, are not enough. We must act to bring about true change. United, we 

seek healing, harmony and solutions that recognize that every person has been created in the image of God 

and that every person possesses human dignity. Over the years, the Catholic Bishops of Maryland have stood 

firmly in our support of laws that sought to bring about justice and an end to unequal treatment based on race.   

This includes access to health and maternal care, meaningful educational opportunities, prison reforms, restor-

ative justice initiatives, housing anti-discrimination efforts, juvenile justice reforms, and ending the grossly 

disparate practice of capital punishment. We commend the efforts of our state lawmakers to convene working 

groups to discuss legislative initiatives that are needed for reform, transparency, and racial equality. We look 

forward to playing an active part in these conversations on both a state and national level, and to lending our 

voices to those whose own have been stifled or altogether silenced by those who seek to quiet them.   

We continue to pray that the Holy Spirit will enlighten the minds and hearts of our elected representatives so 

that truth and justice will prevail over the falsehoods of discrimination and injustice.  

We pray that God will guide us during these difficult times and give us the courage to act with conviction in 

our duty to seek racial equality, heal divisions, and build bridges of understanding and hope.  

 

In Christ,  

 

  

Most Reverend William E. Lori Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory 
Archbishop of Baltimore 

 

Archbishop of Washington 

Most Reverend W. Francis Malooly Most Reverend Roy E. Campbell Jr. 

Bishop of Wilmington   Auxiliary Bishop of Washington 
  
Most Reverend Mario E. Dorsonville-Rodriguez  Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher  
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington   Auxiliary Bishop of Washington  
  
Most Reverend Adam J. Parker  Most Reverend Denis J. Madden  
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore  Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Baltimore  
  
Bishop-designate Bruce Lewandowski, CSsR   
Auxiliary Bishop-designate of Baltimore   
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COUNCIL ROUNDUP 
PARKING LOT ADORATION 

Throughout the period with restrictions on attending Mass in the church, Patuxent Council 2203 assisted in a 

Parking Lot Adoration at the Monsignor Keesler Center, part of the St. Mary of the Mills Parish in Laurel.  

PGK Steve Sawyer & Brother Adam Novak 
assisting with parking  

PGK Jimmy Wil-
liams supervising the 
operation 

 Fr Christian Huebner, Associate Chaplain & Seminarian John Lado 

escort the precious body from St. Mary of The Mills Church to the Msgr. 
Keesler Center for the Adoration 

Fr Huebner pre-

pares the mon-

strance 

Fr Huebner and Seminarian Lado pray before the pre-

cious body as incense  floats away. 

Faithful parishioners attend the adoration from the safety 

of their vehicles 
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REFLECTIONS 
Thoughts for the Fourth of July 

By: Lawrence P. Grayson 

The Fourth of July is typically a day of joyous festivities celebrating America’s birth as a nation.  And so it 
should be.  Today, however, the country is experiencing spirit-wrenching events. The nation has undergone 
several months of lockdown and restrictions on the freedoms of assembly and religion due to a viral pandemic.  
Riots have occurred in cities across the country sparked by the egregious death of a black man by an overly 
combative policeman.  Abortion continues to be a nationally divisive issue, with roughly half of the population 
approving of it and half protesting it, more than 47 years after it was legalized by the Supreme Court.  These 
are not simply the results of disagreements over public policy.  Rather, they indicate fundamental differences 
in the worldview through which the founding values of this country are interpreted – or ignored.  On this Inde-
pendence Day, take a moment to reread, or perhaps read, the Declaration of Independence.  Think about what 
it says and what it implies. 

After a brief statement of purpose, the Declaration states, “that all men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.”  This nation was established by people of faith, founded on a belief in a sovereign God who reigns 
over nations as well as men, who endows each individual with certain innate entitlements. 

This view is also the basis of Christian social teaching: We are made in the image and likeness of God.  As 
such, each of us has an innate dignity worthy of respect.  As that dignity comes from God, every person has 
certain intrinsic rights to personal liberty, freedom of conscience, and basic well-being.  The Declaration of 
Independence is a political statement developed by people who had a theistic worldview regarding man.  That 
view was shaped by the teachings of the Christian sects to which they belonged. 

A great danger to the nation today is the decline in religious faith and the exclusion of God from consideration 
in the public affairs.  As the permanence of American rights is rooted in the transcendental, a loss of belief in 
God leads to a loss of belief that the privileges bestowed by Him are intrinsic and unalienable.  If God is no 
longer sovereign, the rights He endowed are no longer immutable.  If these rights are to be preserved, then a 
belief in God must be sustained. 

The Declaration continues, “That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed.”  Hence, the purpose of government is to provide the assurance 
that people can exercise those pre-existing rights; it does not grant them.  Government exists for the people; its 
authority resides in their will. 

The state may ignore or violate these God-endowed rights, but it cannot revoke them.  In a secular worldview, 
in contrast, there is no supernatural authority to which the state is subject.  When belief in God is considered a 
private affair, unrelated to public matters, ultimate authority to define the rights of the individual resides in the 
state.  Those privileges are then provisional, for the state can rescind what it grants.  

Although these innate rights are deemed unalienable, they are not unrestricted.  Rather, they are subject to a 
higher natural law that was placed in human nature by the Creator and are to be regulated through one’s con-
science.  This was done so that people would utilize their freedom in a morally and socially acceptable man-
ner. 

Indeed, America as a nation of liberty under law could not be sustained if the public was not inwardly gov-
erned by a higher imperative.  Religion thus plays a significant role in support of governance by fostering pub-
lic virtue among the citizenry so that they are capable of governing themselves with righteous norms. 

 

Continued on Page 14 
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Reflections (From Page 13) 

The concluding sentence of the Declaration of Independence reads: “[W]ith a firm reliance on the protection of 
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.”  What 
was intended by the expression “sacred Honor”?  In Colonial America, honor referred to traits of character of 
the individual.  It defined a person’s sense of self-worth, his personal qualities and self-esteem.  It meant living 
a life with integrity, guided by an internalized set of moral standards, in accordance with the natural and re-
vealed laws.  It was in effect the core of his identity. 

It was their sacred honor which they pledged to support an idea – that there are certain unalienable rights be-
stowed by a Creator God – that led the 56 signers of the Declaration to make great sacrifices to establish this 
nation.  In asserting that the 13 united colonies were free and independent, they became traitors to England, the 
country of which they were subjects.  If the Revolution failed, many, if not all, would likely have been hanged 
and their property forfeited to the Crown.  As it was, many of them suffered greatly, both during and after the 
Revolution.  Yet, not one defected or recanted on his pledge. 

This is part of the legacy that we have received from the nation’s founders and which has been added to by 
generations of Americans who have toiled, contributed to and sacrificed for this country.  This heritage is often 
reflected in the spirit of the nation, and expressed as a pride in its history, traditions, symbols, and achieve-
ments, and in the genius of its people.  Through these elements of culture, one often develops feelings of alle-
giance to the country. 

This affection for the nation is patriotism.  A healthy loyalty to the nation is not an uncritical commitment to 
its every aspect, but rather demands recognition of the country’s failings and shortcomings and inspires efforts 
to improve them.  Patriotism is a commitment to the ideals upon which the nation was founded and to what it 
can be. 

On this Fourth of July, enjoy the parades, flags, music, firework displays, and family gatherings. But also re-
call the values upon which this country was founded – ideals such as freedom, equality, human dignity, justice.  
And where the nation has fallen short, commit yourself on your sacred honor to live your life according to 
those values.  One patriot may not change the country, but the country will not change until there is a first pa-
triot. 

 

References: 

Supreme Chaplain: Lumen Gentium— 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-

gentium_en.html  

Supreme Chaplain: Dallas Charter—https://preventionusccb.org/the-dallas-charter  

State Chaplain: We Are Called—https://youtu.be/5DCzqHV-Xns  

Supreme Knight: Spe Salvi— 

http://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20071130_spe-

salvi.html  

Supreme Knight: Catechism Of The Catholic Church—http://ccc.usccb.org/flipbooks/catechism/index.html  

Reflections: The Declaration of Independence—  

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript  
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MONTH DATE EVENT LOCATION 

JULY 2020 7/5 INSTALLATION OF STATE OFFICERS & 
DD’S 

VIRTUAL/IN PERSON INSTALLATION, 
OUR LADY OF THE FIELDS, BY INVITA-

TION ONY INSTALLATION DINNER - 
CANCELLED 

  7/7 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 

 #2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS -  
CANCELLED 

  7/22 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR VIRTUAL 

  7/29 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR VIRTUAL 
        

AUGUST 
2020 

8/4-6 SUPREME CONVENTION VIRTUAL MEETING 

  8/11 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR VIRTUAL 

  8/18 PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR VIRTUAL 

  8/22 PAST STATE DEPUTY TESTIMONIAL COLUMBUS GARDENS 

  TBD PROGRAM & MEMBESHIP SEMINAR OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL HS, 
OLNEY - CANCELLED 

  TBD F.S. SEMINAR   
        

SEPTEMBER 
2020 

9/12 FAMILY PICNIC NORTH POINT STATE PARK 

MASS at 4:30 

  9/12 F.S. SEMINAR ST PIUS X COUNCIL #4076 

  9/26 NAVY FOOTBALL 

vs TEMPLE 

NAVY MEMORIAL STADIUM,  
ANNAPOLIS 

        

OCTOBER 
2020 

10/10 COLUMBUS DAY GALA DOUBLE TREE HOTEL, ANNAPOLIS 

  10/24 STATE COUNCIL “FALL” MEETING NATIONAL SHRINE OF 

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON 

  TBD STATE TOUR   

  TBD F.S. SEMINAR   

  TBD COLUMBUS DAY COMMEMORATION WREATH LAYING, COLUMBUS PLAZA, 
LITTLE ITALY 

  TBD COLUMBUS DAY CELEBRATION UNION STATION 

WASHINGTON DC 
        

NOVEMBER 
2020 

TBD SOCCER SHOOTOUT ARCHBISHOP SPAULDING HS 

  11/15 

  
STATE COUNCIL MEMORIAL MASS & 

RECEPTION 

ST LOUIS CHURCH, CLARKSVILLE 

        

DECEMBER 
2020 

12/19 STATE CHRISTMAS PARTY & STAR 
NIGHT 

CARDINAL GIBBONS COUNCIL 

 #2521/COLUMBUS GARDENS 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 

 

The Maryland State Council Newsletter is formatted to provide you 
with information and to show you what’s getting done and who’s doing 
it. Its purpose is to keep you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We also want everyone to 
know of the good things happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder. 
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree 
elements to submit highlights of their respective accomplishments to 
the Public Relations Director, Vernon Hawkins, Jr.  
(vhawkinsjr@aol.com) for posting on our social media platforms. 

We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 
Social Media is a convenient way for the Knights of Columbus Maryland 
State Council to provide more state related updates and post photos 
from state events.  
 
The Facebook page and the Instagram page do not to replace the com-
munity-group newsletter or other established forms of communication. 
Members and their families should also continue to connect to local 
council pages for events in within their specific council and community; 
however, all official communication from your elected Maryland Officers 
will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 

 

Facebook 
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United  
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 

 

 
Instagram  
koc_md_united 
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

  

 
  

Our Lady, Queen of the Knights, 
bless all the activities of our Order. 
Keep us true to our pledge, to extend 
the kingship of thy divine son on 
earth. Through Thine intercession, 
win for us the grace, ever to exem-
plify in our public and private lives, 
the virtues that should characterize 
those especially dedicated to the ser-
vice of the heavenly court. Make us 
always aware that as your Knights, 
we are constantly observed, our faith 
judged, and our Order appreciated. 
Accept, O Mary, this renewed 
pledge of fealty and devotion, of 
Thy Servants, the  
Knights of Columbus.  


