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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHEN I BOARD an airplane, I hope the flight will be 
smooth. No matter how much I’ve flown, I’m nervous when 
the plane bounces around and the flight attendants are in-
structed to take a seat for the rest of the flight. Some passen-
gers take the turbulence in stride; others are openly fright-
ened. Still others are equally frightened but try not to show 
it. I’m in this last category. It wouldn’t do for a man wear-
ing a Roman collar to get frantic. Instead, I discreetly pull 
out my rosary and ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede 
for the pilot, the crew and the passengers (including my-
self ). When the plane lands safely, I offer a prayer of 
thanksgiving. 
 

Turbulence is an unwelcome experience, which causes heart 
palpitations and can endanger life and limb. But it also 
serves a purpose. It reminds us that we really are flying 
35,000 feet above the earth, and that’s not without risk. Bet-
ter to keep those seat belts buckled! As noted, turbulence is 
also good for one’s prayer life. As a passenger, I’m in the 
pilot’s hands, but I’m ultimately in God’s hands: “Jesus, I 
trust in you!” 
 

The unnerving ups and downs of turbulence also serve as a 
good metaphor for life itself. As we begin each day, we 
hope it will be productive and tranquil. We often pray for 
lives that are calm and undisturbed. Yet, as we utter such 
prayers, Scripture rings in our ears. For example, in the 
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus speaks of wars, famines and 
earthquakes, and he warns of persecution and even death 
because of his name (cf. 24:6-9). In John’s Gospel, the Lord 
says, “In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I 
have conquered the world” (16:33). 
 

We experience turbulence in many ways, both in everyday 
life and in our life of faith. Sometimes, it’s the result of our 
own folly, as when we betray the trust of others or engage in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
self destructive behaviors. At other times, such turbulence 
is not of our own making. Life’s journey can be rough due 
to illness, financial problems, unemployment, marital dis-
cord and controversy of all sorts. 
 

In my life as a priest and bishop, I certainly experience 
spiritual turbulence. It’s not that God’s consolations and 
graces aren’t abundant; it’s not that the signs of his good-
ness are lacking. But many of the problems I encounter, 
especially in this particularly turbulent time for the 
Church, are deeply distressing. 
 

The Church is in the grip of a global crisis of trust because 
of clergy sexual abuse and the failures of some bishops. 
This crisis has shaken the faith of many. Some have 
stopped going to Sunday Mass; others have left the 
Church altogether. Corrective measures once deemed ef-
fective don’t seem to have lessened scandals in the 
Church. 
 

In the midst of this, what are we to do? Are we simply to 
grip the nearest pew and hold on tightly? Rather, we need 
to pray for all we’re worth. Sometimes, all I can do is to 
repeat over and over again: “Jesus, I trust in you!” Both 
clergy and laity also need to speak their mind about the 
scandals and do whatever they can to help the Church re-
store trust and continue its mission of faith, worship and 
service. 
 

Just as airline passengers see turbulence as a bad thing, we 
usually recognize life’s problems as bad. But turbulence 
in our Church and in our personal lives also serves a pur-
pose. It reminds us that we are not fully in charge. It re-
minds us that we need to pray and express in faith our de-
pendence upon God. It builds up perseverance. 
 

And it also confirms the need to change course, to take 
corrective actions — not looking for the smooth air of un-
troubled comfort but for a pathway of truth and courage 
through present trials. Ultimately, the air, or wind, we 
must seek is divine — the Holy Spirit, who carries us to 
everlasting life. 

 

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 
TAKE THE TURBULENCE IN STRIDE 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori 
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My dear Brothers, 
 

This will be my last letter to you as 
the State Chaplain.  While I have 
much pride in you and your accom-
plishments, I speak to you as a priest 
with many personal regrets. I will be 
forever grateful to Dale for asking 
me to serve as his state chaplain.  
However, during my two-year ten-
ure I earnestly struggled to balance 
the demands of our order with those 
of my small parish.  It was often dif-
ficult. Admittedly, sometimes health 
has been a concern as pain from ar-
thritis and shortness of breath are 
my constant companions.   
 

Nevertheless, being of such service 
to our wonderful Order was a dream 
come true.  It was this year that I 
hoped to be the main celebrant and 
to preach the Saturday afternoon 
Mass at the convention for the many 
officers and their ladies. But given 
the pandemic, a host of activities 
were cancelled, including our festiv-
ities at Ocean City. A virtual con-
vention that took care of election 
business allowed me a canned pray-
er; but that was a far cry from the 
fun, informative and inspiring di-
mension of a real convention.  I feel 
even sadder for our State Deputy 
Dale.  We were fortunate to have 
such a good Christian man at the 
helm but it seemed unfair that he  

 
 

should suffer so many challenges 
with the reorganization of our or-
der’s structures and degrees and 
then to necessarily endure the health 
crisis that canceled or shut down so 
much that we planned.  Good for us, 
bad for him — he has provided a 
solid foundation for the leaders that 
follow to build upon.   
 

Two years ago when we “set sail 
with Dale,” I reflected upon the leg-
acy of Columbus and the early days 
of our order.  Again, I would like to 
ponder briefly our seafaring patron.  
He also sought to journey to one 
place and yet, through no fault of 
his own, found himself somewhere 
else.  He opened a New World to 
Spain and to the faith.  We may not 
be where we intended to go, but by 
God’s providence, we may be 
where we need to be.   
 

Many of our Knights have proven 
themselves to their communities, 
despite prejudiced ridicule, as mem-
bers of the greatest LOVE (and not 
hate) organization in the nation. 
“Leave No Neighbor Behind” is not 
simply a new Supreme Program; it 
is what we do as men who care and 
seek to make a positive difference 
in the lives of others.  I cannot say 
whether we will always be called 
Knights of Columbus or Knights for 
Christ or Knights of Charity, but the 
flower will remain as beautiful and 
smell as sweet no matter what the 
label.   
 

As an aside, it is ironic that many of 
the critics who condemned Colum-
bus for naively bringing devastating 
Western diseases to the indigenous 
populations of the Americas are the 
same ones who despite being full 
informed about the pathology of 
Covid-19 now refuse to wear masks 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

or to observe social distancing.  By 
contrast, we as Catholics and 
Knights have suffered the great loss 
of the Eucharist in the cause of char-
ity to save lives.  As I have said re-
peatedly, the temporary closure of 
our churches was not a battle about 
religious liberty but an instance 
where the Church and State worked 
together for the common good.  Do 
not be swayed otherwise by those 
with angry voices who have hard-
ened their hearts.  Further, no one 
should be surprised that abortion 
clinics sought to stay open when 
churches closed — churches are 
places where love is made real, abor-
tion clinics are places where love 
goes to die.   
 

The journals of Columbus make it 
clear that like St. Christopher he 
bore Christ on his shoulders as he 
traversed the stormy seas.  We 
should never apologize for our wit-
ness to the Lord and our hope to 
bring others to conversion to the true 
faith.  We are not secular humanists 
pursuing various levels of social 
work and neither can we be reduced 
to a cold insurance company.  Our 
fraternal benefits are an expression 
of how much we care about one an-
other.  We might make mistakes and 
sometimes human selfishness and 
pride can get in the way— but our 
ultimate goal is the same as the 
Church’s — to save souls.   
 

Fr. McGivney knew this well.  He 
began an organization that safe-
guarded both material and spiritual 
needs.  Our values are those of the 
Gospel.  We seek to imitate the Lord 
in going out to the poor, the op-
pressed, the abused, the hurting, the 
sick and those who are marginalized 
 

Continued Following Page  

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

  

Fr. Joseph Jenkins - State Chaplain 
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Continued From Previous Page  
 
by the world.  We defend the sancti-
ty of life and seek to raise up and to  
honor the dignity and rights of per-
sons.  As in the life of Christ, some 
will love us for what we do and for 
who we are; others will seek to si-
lence and to crucify us.   
 

We are “practical” Catholics, 
meaning men who live out our faith 
in a dynamic and real way.  If this is 
intolerant then Jesus was intolerant 
and so were Peter and Paul and all 
who the saints and martyrs that fol-
lowed him.  
 

We are a brotherhood of men (who 
with their ladies and families) sup-
port each other and seek to make a 
difference — so as to leave this 
world as a little bit better than when 
we entered it.  I cannot begin to tell 
you how much as a priest I love and 
respect the Knights.  Our order is a 
source of hope in what would other-
wise be a nightmare world.  I thank 
God for you every day.  You are real 
men and soldiers for Christ.  Our 
weapons are neither guns nor even 
swords — but the rosary and the 
cross.   
 

I would like to end my message with 
the following prayer that was com-
posed for families by our Supreme 
Chaplain, Archbishop Lori. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 

State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

  

A FAMILY PRAYER 
(By Archbishop William E. Lori) 

 

“Heavenly Father, 

thank you for the gift of our family. 

Enlighten our hearts and minds 

that we may live more fully this vocation of love. 

In our daily life and work, 

may we reflect the self-giving love which you, O Father, 

eternally show with your Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Let your love be evident 

in the peace that reigns in our home 

and in the faith we profess and live. 

May our family always be a place of generosity, 

understanding, forgiveness, and joy. 

Kindly give us the wisdom and courage 

to be witness to your eternal design for the family; 

and grant that the Holy Family of Nazareth 

may always guide our path to holiness as a family. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God forever and ever.   

Amen.” 

God bless and keep you all.  Jesus Lives! 
 

Father Joe Jenkins 
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Vatican City, May 27, 2020 / 04:55 
am MT (CNA).- Pope Francis ap-
proved a miracle attributed to the 
intercession of Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney Wednesday, paving the 
way for the beatification of the 
founder of the Knights of Columbus. 
During a May 26 meeting with Car-
dinal Angelo Becciu, the prefect of 
the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, the pope authorized the con-
gregation to issue a decree recogniz-
ing the miracle. 
 

McGivney founded the Knights of 
Columbus in 1882. Today it is the 
world’s largest Catholic fraternal 
service organization, with nearly 
two million members in more than a 
dozen countries. 
 

Born in Waterbury, Connecticut, in 
1852, McGivney played a critical 
role in the growth of the Church in 
the United States in the latter part of 
the 19th century. After his ordina-
tion in Baltimore in 1877, he served 
a largely Irish-American and immi-
grant community in New Haven.  
Amid an anti-Catholic climate, he es-
tablished the Knights to provide spir-
itual aid to Catholic men and financial 
help for families that had lost their 
breadwinner. 
 

 
A press release from the Knights of 
Columbus May 27 said the miracle 
recognized by Pope Francis in-
volved an unborn child in the Unit-
ed States who was healed in utero 
of a life-threatening condition in 
2015 after his family prayed to 
McGivney. 
 

It added that a date would be set 
soon for the beatification Mass, 
which will take place in Connecti-
cut. 
 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
said: “Fr. McGivney has inspired 
generations of Catholic men to roll 
up their sleeves and put their faith 
into action. He was decades ahead 
of his time in giving the laity an 
important role within the Church.” 
“Today, his spirit continues to 
shape the extraordinary charitable 
work of Knights as they continue to 
serve those on the margins of soci-
ety as he served widows and or-
phans in the 1880s.”  

 

“Fr. McGivney also remains an im-
portant role model for parish priests 
around the world and left us a trans-
formative legacy of effective coop-
eration between the laity and cler-
gy.” 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
McGivney’s sainthood cause offi-
cially opened in 1997 in the Archdi-
ocese of Hartford, Connecticut. In 
2008, Pope Benedict XVI declared 
the American-born priest a Venera-
ble Servant of God in recognition of 
his life of heroic virtue. 
In 2000, an investigation into a mira-
cle attributed to McGivney’s inter-
cession was completed. But in 2011, 
the Vatican ruled that the event was 
not miraculous in nature. 
In 2012, another possible miracle 
was reported and placed under in-
vestigation. 
Following his beatification, 
McGivney’s cause will require one 
more authenticated miracle before 
he can be considered for canoniza-
tion. 
He would not be the first member of 
the Knights of Columbus to be can-
onized. A group of six Mexican 
members of the organization were 
martyred during the Cristero War of 
1926-29 and its aftermath.  
The six are St. Luis Batis, St. Rodri-
go Aguilar, St. Miguel de la Mora, 
St. Pedro de Jesús Maldonado, St. 
José María Robles, and St. Mateo 
Correa. 
 

[CAN - Catholic News Agency] 

  

Miracle Approved! Father McGivney To Be Beatified! 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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During Holy Week, I was asked by 
the White House to join the president 
and vice president on a conference 
call with thousands of faith leaders 
and report to them on our efforts. A 
prominent evangelical pastor and a 
rabbi representing the Jewish Feder-
ations of North America spoke as 
well. 
 

While people of many faith tradi-
tions are doing wonderful work, 
what is striking about the Knights of 
Columbus response is its variety. 
 

First, there is the multimillion dollar 
food assistance program being car-
ried out through our “Leave No 
Neighbor Behind” initiative. 
Launched during Holy Week in 
more than 20 cities in the United 
States and Canada, it is moving 
throughout both countries as our 
brother Knights team up with local 
food banks. 
 

Blood donations have been an im-
portant part of our charitable work 
for nearly a century, and now, when 
the need is so great, we are again 
stepping up. 
 

“Leave No Neighbor Behind” en-
courages each council to reach out to 
every brother Knight – offering a 

 
 helping hand should he or another 
member of his family be especially 
vulnerable or challenged by the 
pandemic – as well as to others in 
need in our parishes and neighbor-
hoods. 
We have also made available 
through our Church Loan program a 
$100 million emergency fund to 
provide loans up to $1 million to 
help U.S. dioceses continue opera-
tions during this crisis. 
 

Overseas, we are working with the 
Vatican’s Bambino Gesù pediatric 
hospital in Rome to create a new 
treatment room for infants with 
COVID-19 infections. We are sup-
porting Catholic hospitals and a 
medical clinic in Iraq and Lebanon, 
as well as programs in the Philip-
pines in response to the pandemic. 
At a time when it is more important 
than ever, we again made possible 
the Holy Father’s Holy Week 
broadcasts, as well as his special 
Urbi et Orbi blessing in light of the 
pandemic. 
 

We continue to encourage the spir-
itual and prayer life of our families 
– the “church of the home” – 
through our Building the Domestic 
Church program. When I an-
nounced this initiative several years 
ago, I said that it would strengthen 
not only Catholic family life but 
also our parishes. No one could 
have foreseen its importance now, 
when so many parishes have tempo-
rarily closed. 
 

These times call us to greater cour-
age and fortitude and greater charity 
and compassion. It is a time to in-
tensify both our personal and our 
family’s spiritual life. Our Novena 
for Protection in Time of Pandemic 
has been prayed countless times 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 around the world. I have found two 
quotations especially encouraging in 
these days, and I share them with 
you here. 
 

The first is from the diary of St. 
Faustina Kowalska, recording 
Christ’s words to her: “I will not de-
lude you with prospects of peace and 
consolations; on the contrary, pre-
pare for great battles. Know that you 
are now on a great stage where all 
heaven and earth are watching you. 
Fight like a knight, so that I can re-
ward you. Do not be unduly fearful, 
because you are not alone.” 
 

The second is from a homily St. 
John Paul II gave in Baltimore in 
1995: “There is no evil to be faced 
that Christ does not face with us. 
There is no enemy that Christ has 
not already conquered. There is no 
cross to bear that Christ has not al-
ready borne for us, and does not now 
bear with us. And on the far side of 
every cross we find the newness of 
life.” 
 

During this Easter season, as we 
continue to face the evil of this pan-
demic, let us fight like knights – 
Knights of Columbus – with all the 
weapons that charity, unity and fra-
ternity place at our disposal. 
 

Let us continue in this great work 
that we have begun, secure in our 
faith in the cross and mindful of St. 
John Paul II’s affirmation in the 
same homily: “This is our witness 
before the world.” 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

Carl A. Anderson - Supreme Knight 

SUPREME  KNIGHT 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As I prepare, this, my final article as 
your State Deputy, I want to reflect on 
my years as a State Officer and, most 
especially, these past two years as your 
State Deputy. 
 

In 2010, the delegates of the 113th Mar-
yland State Convention gave me the 
precious opportunity to serve the Mary-
land Jurisdiction.  It was a privilege to 
have this honor bestowed upon me and 
one I never ever took for granted.  
Throughout the years following that 
exciting election, I continued to be giv-
en the opportunity and privilege to 
move up through the State Officer 
Chairs until finally reaching the pinna-
cle of the Maryland Jurisdiction – the 
Office of State Deputy! 
 

I can honestly say, that when I joined 
the Knights of Columbus back in April, 
1986, my goal was to become a better 
Catholic, a better husband, a better 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

father, and to simply become more 
involved with my church and com-
munity – and I DID! As time went 
on, I was blessed with numerous op-
portunities to serve with pride under 
many State Deputies. Those opportu-
nities and the guidance each contrib-
uted to my knowledge of the 
Knights, continued to help me grow 
in so many ways. Ways that led me 
to decide that I too wanted to help 
make a difference and the rest is his-
tory.  
 

Linda and I have thoroughly enjoyed 
all ten years of serving the Maryland 
Jurisdiction and these past two years 
have been most memorable.  Getting 
to go to New Haven to be installed 
by the Supreme Knight in St. Mary’s 
Church where our Founder, the Ven-
erable Father Michael J. McGivney, 
founded our Order was an exhilarat-
ing experience. From the time we 
arrived and until we headed for 
home, we were treated like family.  I 
even had the honor of joining the 
Supreme Knight for lunch on one of 
the days.  We also had the pleasure 
of meeting and making many new 
friends from all around the world 
and our class of newly installed State 
Deputies and their ladies soon be-
came the best of friends. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you can imagine, every admin-
istration encounters a challenge or 
two. We did and we met them all 
head on thanks to so many outstand-
ing Knights and ladies, too many to 
mention by name. We were privi-
leged to host the Supreme Conven-
tion in Baltimore, participate in the 
introduction of the Faith in Action 
Program, help the Little Sister of the 
Poor during the pandemic, and much, 
much more.  All are memorable mo-
ments that will remain with me for-
ever as I retire from office. 
 

My deepest gratitude and sincerest 
thanks to each and every Knight and 
lady who shared their time, talents, 
and treasures with Linda and I during 
our special time as your State Deputy 
and First Lady.  We have been truly 
blessed and deeply moved by your 
support, overwhelmed by your gener-
osity, and most importantly, we cher-
ish your friendship.   
 

As we leave our respective roles, 
please know that we hold each of you 
in our thoughts and prayers and thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

God Bless, 

Dale 
Dale W. Trott 
State Deputy 

  

Dale W. Trott - State Deputy 

 
CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU! 

 

On June 30, 2020, after 16 years of dedicated service to the Maryland State Council, Past State Deputy, 

Romeo Gauthier, will be retiring as the Executive Secretary to the Maryland State Council. 

Please join the State Officers in congratulating Romeo and more importantly, thanking him for 

his outstanding dedication to the Maryland State Council and our honored Order. 
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“Setting Sail, to Continue Serving Christ 

by Serving Others” 

Dale & Linda 

STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 

State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 
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Vincent Grauso 
State Deputy 

Christopher L. Powers 
State Secretary 

Anthony N. Salvemini 
State Treasurer 

John F. Winfrey 
State Advocate 

Ronald G. Hassan 
State Warden 

State Officers-Elect For The 
2020 - 2021 Fraternal Year 

Rev. Jose D. Opalda, JCL 
State Chaplain 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.net) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Well, this is it.  We are coming to 
the end of the fraternal year and the 
end of this administration.  As I 
write this, I am having mixed emo-
tions.  Remembering back to when I 
was asked to be the State Member-
ship Director I can honestly say that 
I had no idea what I was getting my-
self into.  And I was scared that I 
wouldn’t do a good job.  Whether or 
not I am judged to have done a good 
job is still to be seen but I will say 
that this has been an amazing two 
years.  The opportunities I’ve had to 
work with District Deputies, Grand 
Knights, and councils to further the 
Order in Maryland has been the 
highlight of my time as a member of 
the Knights of Columbus. 
 

But we’re not done yet so let’s focus 
on the topic of the day as we are in 
the last month of the fraternal year.  
In this time of pandemic, the 
Knights of Columbus has stood up 
and made a difference.  Why?  Be-
cause that’s what we do!  It’s what 
we’ve done since the time of our 
founding.  We make a difference in 
our communities and our parishes.  
And the examples of what our coun-
cils and our members have done dur-
ing this time has been nothing short 
of amazing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And we have done outstanding in our 
recruiting efforts during this time.  
Since the Supreme Council has begun 
holding Online Exemplifications eve-
ry week, Maryland has been a major 
participant.  We have gotten new 
members each and every week and 
we have had many brothers advance 
to the Third Degree. 
 

With the revision of the membership 
quotas and the change in the insur-
ance requirements, a number of coun-
cils have already met the require-
ments and many more councils are 
within striking distance of meeting 
the membership and insurance re-
quirements for Star Council.  Now is 
the time to double down on your ef-
forts to get those prospects you’ve 
been talking to all year to get them to 
join your council.  It has never been 
easier for the prospect through the 
process.  Using Online Membership 
you can get him to join and then have 
him attend the Online Exemplifica-
tion to become a member of your 
council.  Remember that you must 
take care of all the Admissions re-
quirements as well as the processing 
of the new member after the exempli-
fication.  All Supreme does is register 
the candidates and provide a list to 
the Financial Secretaries to process. 
 

As you continue your charitable and 
faith-centered activities remember to 
reach out to your prospects to invite 
them to participate.  Treat them like 
they are important to you.  Check on 
them and their families as you would 
any council member.  Make them feel 
like they are your brother and they 
will want to become your brother by 
joining your council.  When you 
reach out to them do it in a friendly, 
fraternal way.  Call to ask how they 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
are doing and if there is anything 
you or the council can do to help 
them.  Don’t focus on recruiting 
them but caring about them.  If they 
feel valued and cared for they will 
talk to you more about what you do 
and how they can help.  We all want 
to be valued.  We all want someone 
to care.  And when they do, we are 
drawn to them.  Be that person that 
shows the charity that is fundamen-
tal to all we are. 
 

I have committed to leaving the 
Knights of Columbus in Maryland 
stronger than it was when I took on 
this position.  I think we are strong-
er.  I think we are focused on grow-
ing our councils so we can continue 
to serve our parishes and our com-
munities.  As I close, I am here to 
help in any way I can as we finish 
this fraternal year.  Focus on what 
we can do and do everything we can 
to make that happen.  Of course, 
I’m not leaving.  I’ll be around and 
I am committed to helping you and 
your council.  All you need to do is 
call. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 

  

Ronald Hassan - Membership Director 

Membership 
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MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 
 

Recruiting the highest number of members per division. 
 

Division A 
1st Rock Creek Council No. 2797 
1st  Commodore John Barry No. 14534 
2nd  Montgomery Council No. 2323 
2nd Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council No. 11372 
3rd St. Ignatius of Loyola Council No. 11815 
 

Division B 
1st James C Fletcher Council No. 11422 
2nd Knights of Fatima No. 10137 
3rd  South County Council No. 8251 
 

Division C 
1st St. Matthews International Council No. 11787 
2nd St. Philip Neri Council No. 14612 
3rd St. John the Baptist Council No. 11106 
 

Division D 
1st San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore Council No. 16611 
2nd San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council No. 17192 
3rd  Holy Face Council No. 3849 
 

Highest percentage of goal for new member recruitment. 
 

Division A 
1st Commodore John Barry No. 14534 
2nd Rock Creek Council No. 2797 
3rd St Ignatius of Loyola Council No. 11815 
 

Division B 
1st James C Fletcher Council No. 11422 
2nd Knights of Fatima No. 10137 
3rd South County Council No. 8251 
 

Division C 
1st Fr. Bernard Harding Council No. 12180 
1st  Resurrection of Our Lord Council No. 14099 
2nd St. Phillip Neri Council No. 14612 
3rd St. Matthews International Council No. 11787 
 

Division D 
1st San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore Council No. 16611 
2nd San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council No. 17192 
3rd  Holy Face Council No. 3849 
 

 

DON KUTZERA MEMBERSHIP 
RECRUITMENT AWARD 

 

Robert C. Daigle , Sr. of Cardinal Gibbons Council No. 2521 
 

INSURANCE AWARDS 
Division A 
1st Westminster Council No. 1393 
2nd Mother Seton Council No. 5381 
3rd  Commodore John Barry Council No. 14534 
 

Division B 
1st St. Michael's of Poplar Springs Council No. 10525 
2nd  Havre de Grace Council No. 2002 
2nd St. Peter the Apostle Council No. 13290 
3rd  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Council No. 2452 
3rd St. Joseph Manyanet Council No. 5567 
 

Division C 
1st   St. Matthews International Council No. 11787 
2nd St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
3rd Charles Carroll Council No. 15985 
 

Division D - There are only 1st and 2nd place winners 
1st  San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore Council No.16611 
2nd San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council No. 17192 
 

COUNCIL LECTURER AWARD 
 

1st Place Only   Father A. Leo Abendschoen Council No. 11615 
Lecturer – SK Michael Schleupner 

 

INCENTIVE CAR RAFFLE AWARDS 
 

1st  St. Michael’s Poplar Springs Council No. 10525,  
       # tickets sold 8,546 
2nd Fr. Burggraff Council No. 6021, # tickets sold 7,266 
3rd Cardinal Gibbons Council No. 2521, # tickets sold 5,469 
 

Total tickets sold 195,715 raising $78,286 for the State Scholarship 
Fund and $117,429 for the local councils  

 
Continued On Page 13 

Congratulations to all the Award Winners for the 2019-2020 fraternal year.  Unfortunately, because of 
COVID-19 we were unable to have our annual award ceremony in Ocean City this year. But, all the reports were 
still judged and Plaques and Certificates will be handed out at a later date.  The Activity Directors and I are so 
proud to be Knights of Columbus after seeing the wonderful activities and programs all the councils are doing.  
Listed below are all the award winners. 

MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL 
2019 - 2020 

AWARD WINNERS 
 

Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 
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Continued From Page 12 
 

HELPING PERSONS WITH 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES PROGRAM 

 

Total Amount Collected by a Council 
Division A 
1st     Ocean City Council No. 9053 
2nd    St. John Francis Regis, S.J. Council No. 7914 
3rd     Westminster Council No. 1393 
 

Division B  
1st     Father Burggraff Council No. 6021 
2nd    South County Council No. 8251 
3rd     Resurrection Council No. 11341 
 

Division C  
1st     St. John the Evangelist Council No. 11171 
2nd    St. Francis Xavier, the Missionary Co. No. 10957 
3rd     Holy Ghost Council No. 11484 
 

Division D 
1st     Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
2nd    Holy Face Council No. 3849 
3rd     Oakland Council No. 1771 
 

Average Amount Collected Per Member 
Division A  
1st   St. John Francis Regis, SJ Council No. 7914 
2nd  Ocean City Council No. 9053 
3rd   St. Francis de Sales Council No. 3489 
 

Division B  
1st   Father Burggraff Council No. 6021 
2nd  South County Council No. 8251 
3rd   Resurrection Council No. 11341 
 

Division C  
1st   St. John the Evangelist Council No. 11171 
2nd  St. Francis Xavier, the Missionary Council No. 10957 
3rd   Holy Ghost Council No. 11484 
 

Division D 
1st     Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
2nd    Oakland Council No. 1771 
3rd    Holy Face Council No. 3849 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY AWARDS 
 

Best New Activity  
Division A 
1st     The MaryKnights, Father Rosensteel Council No. 2169 
2nd    K of C Ladies, Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council No. 11372 
3rd  Ladies of the Knights, Cardinal Gibbons Council No. 2521 
 

Division B 
1st Ladies of Holy Family Mitchellville, Father Michael C. Kidd No. 
14455 
2nd  Our Lady of the Valley, Our Lady of the Valley Council No. 
11703 
3rd   KC Ladies, James C. Fletcher Council No. 11422 
 

Division C - There is no 3rd place winner 
1st Our Lady’s Angels, Resurrection of Our Lord Council No. 14099 
2nd  I. C. Angels, Immaculate Conception Council No. 8159 
 

Division D - There is no 3rd place winner 
1st Our Lady of the Angels, Our Lady of the Angels Council No. 
13069 
2nd Juliennas, Father Edmund Julien Council No. 11616 

 
 
Best Recurring Activity 
Division A 
1st  Sheen’s Colleens, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Council No. 7612 
2nd  Catholic Ladies Service Organization, Bel Air Council No. 4714 
3rd  K of C Ladies, Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council No. 11372 
 

Division B 
1st  Our Lady of the Valley, Our Lady of the Valley Council No. 
11703 
2nd  Ladies of the Holy Family, Father Michael C. Kidd No. 14455 
3rd   KC Ladies, James C. Fletcher Council No. 11422 
 

Division C - There is no 2nd or 3rd place winner  
1st  I. C. Angels, Immaculate Conception Council No. 8159 
 

Division D - There is no 2nd or 3rd place winner 
1st Juliennas, Father Edmund Julien Council No. 11616 
 

Best Overall Ladies Auxiliary  
Division A 
1st  K of C Ladies, Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council No. 11372 
2nd  Ladies of the Knights, Cardinal Gibbons Council No. 2521 
3rd The MaryKnights, Father Rosensteel Council No. 2169 
 

Division B 
1st Knights & Gals,  Father Joseph G. McManus Council No. 7941 
2nd  Ladies of the Holy Family, Father Michael C. Kidd No. 14455 
3rd   KC Ladies, James C. Fletcher Council No. 11422 
 

Division C 
1st   I. C. Angels, Immaculate Conception Council No. 8159 
2nd  The Belle’s of St. Mary’s, Mason Dixon Council No. 10100 
3rd   The Belles, St. Michael's Council No. 2065 
 

Division D - There is no 3rd place winner 
1st Juliennas, Father Edmund Julien Council No. 11616 
2nd  Our Lady of the Angels,  Our Lady of the Angels Council No. 
13069 

FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAM AWARDS 
 

FAITH  ACTIVITIES 
Division A 
1st Calvert  Council No. 7870 
2nd Father Peter Paul Maher Council No. 6793 
3rd Ocean City Council No. 9053 
 

Division B 
1st James C. Fletcher Council No. 11422 
2nd Father Michael C. Kidd Council No. 14455 
3rd St. Peter the Apostle Council No. 13290 
 

Division C 
1

st Charles Carroll Council No. 15985 
2nd Mason Dixon Council No. 10100 
2nd St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council No. 13294 
3rd St. Francis of Assisi Council No. 12524 
3rd  Resurrection of Our Lord Council No. 14099 
 

Division D 
1st St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
2nd St. Maximillian Kolbe Council No. 16634 
3rd Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
 

Continued On Page 14 
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Continued From Page 13 
 

FAITH IN ACTION PROGRAM AWARDS 
 

FAITH  ACTIVITIES 
 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
 

Division A 
1st Calvert Council No. 7870 
2nd Father Peter Paul Maher Council No. 6793 
3rd Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council No. 11372 
 

Division B 
1st James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council No. 11422 
2nd St. Peter the Apostle Council No. 13290 
3rd Long Green Valley Council No. 8736 
 

Division C  
1st St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council No. 13294 
2nd St. Francis Xavier, the Missionary Council No. 10957 
3rd St. Charles Borromeo Council No. 3960 
3rd Mason Dixon Council No. 10100 
3rd Resurrection of Our Lord Council No. 14099 
 

Division D 
1st St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
2nd Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
3rd St. Maximillian Kolbe Council No. 16634 
 

LIFE ACTIVITIES 
 

Division A 
1st Rock Creek Council No. 2797 
2nd Father Peter Paul Maher Council No. 6793 
2nd Calvert Council No. 7870 
3rd Patuxent Council No. 2203 
3rd Ocean City Council No. 9053 
 

Division B 
1st James C. Fletcher Jr. Council No. 11422 
2nd St. Peter the Apostle Council No. 13290 
3rd Father Michael C. Kidd Council No. 14455 
 

Division C 
1st St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council No. 13294 
2nd Resurrection of Our Lord Council No. 14099 
3rd St. Charles Borromeo Council No. 3960 
 

Division D 
1st St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
2nd Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
3rd Holy Face Council No. 3849 

 

FAMILY  ACTIVITIES 
Division A 
1st Ocean City Council No. 9053 
2nd Father Peter Paul Maher Council No. 6793 
3rd Calvert Council No. 7870 
 

Division B 
1st James C. Fletcher Jr. Council No. 11422 
2nd  St. Peter the Apostle Council No. 13290 
3rd Father Michael C. Kidd Council No. 14455 
 

Division C 
1st St. Francis Xavier, the Missionary Council No. 10957 
2nd St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council No. 13294 
3rd Mason Dixon Council No. 10100 
 

 
Division D 
1st Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
2nd St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
3rd St. Maximillian Kolbe Council No. 16634 
 

GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 
 

Division A 
1st Father Peter Paul Maher Council No. 6793 
2nd Calvert Council No. 7870 
3rd Ocean City Council No. 9053 
 

Division B 
1st James C. Fletcher Jr. Council No. 11422 
2nd St. Peter the Apostle Council No. 13290 
3rd Father Michael C. Kidd Council No. 14455 
 

Division C  
1st St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council No. 13294 
2nd St. Francis Xavier, the Missionary Council No. 10957 
3

rd St. Francis of Assisi Council No. 12524 
 

Division D 
1st St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
2nd Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
3rd St. Maximillian Kolbe Council No. 16634 
 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S AWARD 
 

James C. Fletcher Jr. Council No. 11422 
 

HONOR DISTRICT AWARD 
 

District No. 15 
District Deputy – Jeffrey T. Koscho / District Warden – Lewis Smith 

 

The Councils that comprise District 15: 
St. Pius X Council No. 4076 

St. Columcille Council No. 5317 
St. John the Evangelist Council No. 11171 

Most Holy Rosary Council No. 11511 
 

SUPREME COUNCIL SERVICE PROGRAM AWARDS 
 

Faith Activities 
1st St. Michael’s of Poplar Springs Council No. 10525 
2nd Immaculate Lady Council No. 5208 
3rd St. Michael the Archangel Council No. 15084 
 

Community Activities 
1st James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council No. 11422 
2nd Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council No. 11372 
3rd Father Peter Paul Maher Council No. 6793 
 

Life Activities 
1st Patuxent Council No. 2203 
2nd Father Rosensteel Council No. 2169 
3rd James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council No. 11422 
 

Family Activities 
1st James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council No. 11422 
2nd Father O'Neill Council No. 4011 
3rd St. Francis of Assisi Council No. 12524 
 

Continue On Page 15 
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On behalf of the Maryland State Program Team and all Program Chairpersons, a heartfelt thanks to our Worthy State 

Deputy Dale Trott for the confidence he has placed in us.  It has been an honor and privilege to serve him, the State 

Officers and all our brother knights these past two years.  And a sincere thank you to all the wives for their under-

standing, patience and untiring support. 
 

Maryland State Council Program Team 
 

                                        Program Director                                            Bill Van Horn and Kathy 
                                        Faith Activities   Director                                Lou Woods and Susie 
                                        Community Activities Director                      Terry Waters and Linda  
                                        Life Activities Director                                   Roger Donnelly and Rose 
                                        Family Activities Director                              Mike Little and Maria 
                                        Council Activities Director                           Thomas Reumont and Karen 
                                        Youth Activities Director                              Don Tallmadge and Karen Sue 

Vivat Jesus! 

Bill  

Bill Van Horn 
State Program Director 
Email bvh312@aol.com  

205 Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore Council  
370 St. Patrick Council  
586 Cumberland Council  
1384 Annapolis Council  
1393Westminster Council  
1470 St. Mary’s Council  
1860 Brute Council  
2203 Patuxent Council  
2274 Regina Coeli Council  
2323 Montgomery Council  
2521 Cardinal Gibbons Council  
2577 Sacred Heart Council  
2901 Notre Dame Council  
3489 St. Francis de Sales Council  
3849 Holy Face Council  
3960 St. Charles Borromeo Council  
4011 Father O’Neill Council  
4076 St. Pius X Council  
5208 Immaculate Lady Council  
5263 Archbishop Francis P. Keough Council  
5317 St. Columcille Council  
5381 Mother Seton Council  
5567 St. Joseph Manyanet Council  
6021 Father Burggraff Council  
 

6901 Our Lady of Fatima Council  
7025 Father Michael J. McGivney Council  
7559 Columbia Council  
7612 Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen Council  
7870 Calvert Council  
7914 St. John Francis Regis, S.J. Council  
8251 South County Council  
9053 Ocean City Council  
9127 St. Bartholomew Council  
9258 Our Lady Star of the Sea Council  
9638 Father Joseph J. Comyns Council  
9808 Msgr. John R. Pennington  
9968 Immaculate Heart of Mary  
10100 Mason – Dixon Council  
10525 St. Michael’s of Poplar Springs 
10957 St. Francis Xavier, the Missionary 
11024 Father Horace B. McKenna Council  
11105 St. Paul Council  
11171 St. John the Evangelist Council  
11259 Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Council  
11341 Resurrection Council  
11372 Father Maurice J. Wolfe Council  
11422 James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council  
11511 Most Holy Rosary Council  
 

11618 St. John Neumann Council  
11898 St. Louis the King Council  
12054 St. Joan of Arc Council  
12127 Our Lady of Guadalupe Council  
12180 Father Bernard Harding Council  
12254 Father Peter C. Boyle Council  
12255 St. Timothy Council  
12524 St. Francis of Assisi Council  
13290 St. Peter the Apostle Council  
13294 St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council  
13463 El Consejo de San Juan Diego  
14099 Resurrection of our Lord Council  
14102 Sts. Philip and James Council  
14189 John Jakob Raskob Council  
14297 St. Rose of Lima Council  
14455 Father Michael C. Kidd Council  
14572 Jesus the Good Shepherd Council  
14612 St. Philip Neri Council  
14775 Jesus the Divine Word Council  
15084 St. Michael the Archangel Council  
16304 St. Clement I Council  
16611 San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore  
16634 St. Maximillian Kolbe Council  
16986 Our Lady of the Wayside Council  

These 71 councils participated in each Maryland State Faith in Action Program category 
for each reporting period for fraternal year 2019-2020. 

mailto:bvh312@aol.com
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 

First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

I contemplate writing the last ar-
ticle as the First Lady with bitter-
sweet memories.  I have so many 
happy memories over the past 
two years that I have shared with 
you and will hold dear to my 
heart.  The Leadership in Solo-
mons is where I had the pleasure 
of meeting many of you for the 
first time.  I hope that you felt 
welcomed and a part of the 
Knights family.   
 

Also, I remember I said you are 
here because it is exactly where God wanted you to be.  I 
was so proud to see my husband get Installed by Carl An-
derson and sit in the pew at St. Mary’s in New Haven, 
Connecticut where all of our predecessor sat from Mary-
land.  In just two short months following, the Supreme 
Convention got underway in Baltimore.  As I watched our 
Knights and their ladies assisting in every aspect, I was full 
of pride.  There was nothing to worry about, you came out 
in force and made the Maryland State Council standout as 
one of the best Conventions. 
 

 The Ladies always went above and beyond when asked to 
donate to a specific cause at our different gatherings.  
Whether it was Shoes and Socks for X, the Box of Joy Pro-
gram, shoe boxes for the Apostleship of the Sea, blankets 
for cancer patients, the Pregnancy Center and the list goes, 
you were so very generous with your outpouring of dona-
tions.   
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sad moments come as the world was faced with the 
pandemic when we were reminded how in a flash, our en-
tire way of life changed.  The Convention in Ocean City 
was not able to happen and give accolades and thanks to 
all the Councils and Auxiliaries for their great accomplish-
ments over the year.  The Sea Gals and I had a fun lunch-
eon and evening activity planned that you won’t get to en-
joy.  I was not able to thank my Sea Gals  ~ Josie, Karen, 
Kathy, Heather and Phyllis for their time and hard work 
bringing all of us great times to remember. 
 

 But even during one of the most difficult times we have 
had to endure, you rallied together and helped supply the 
Little Sisters in Baltimore, Washington, DC and Newark 
with truck loads of donations.  Sister said we were good 
shoppers getting some of the hardest to find items like, 
bleach, masks, water, paper products, and so much more.  
In addition, I asked the ladies to send a “Note with Hope” 
to nursing facilities.   I have heard from several that have 
sent words of encouragement to our elderly that are not 
able to see their families.   
 

 I sit now reading a book The Path Made Clear.  It is about 
discovering your life’s direction and purpose.   Life is 
about growth and change.  Remember to do the things you 
love and make you feel energized.  Now to do the things 
God has planned for me next.   
 

 What a journey!  I am going to hold this time in my heart 
forever.  Thank you for your love and friendship.  It has 
been an honor and a privilege to serve you as the First La-
dy.  I wish Mary Jane and her ladies activities committee 
much success.    
 

 God bless you all, 
 Linda, First Lady 

 

Linda Trott 
First Lady 
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Leave No Neighbor Behind 

Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop William Lori came to Camden Yards on May 16th to bless the work of the World Central Kitchen, 
which provided meals to families in need during the coronavirus pandemic  

During this challenging time of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, you and I can both be proud of the tremendous 
work of Knights of Columbus in reaching out in service to Leave No Neighbor Behind. It is in such times of trial when 
the greatness of our Order shines most brightly, and Father Michael McGivney’s vision is brought to fulfillment. Bishop 
Lori along with many council’s throughout Maryland stepped forward to fulfill the many needs of our community. Pic-
tured below and on the following pages are some of those who stepped forward to support this program. 

On Saturday, May 16th Patuxent Council 2203 partici-
pated in the State Council effort to collect supplies for 
the Little Sisters of the Poor in all three of Maryland’s 
Dioceses. 

Knights of Columbus members in Silver Spring and 
Kensington have a long tradition of hands-on volunteer 
work in their community. Cardinal O’Boyle Assembly 
#386 and the Maryknights Auxiliary of Fr. Rosensteel 
Council. 
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Councils from throughout Maryland participated in our first “Little Sisters of the Poor Collection Day” on May 16, 
2020! With a remarkable show of charity, fraternity and unity brother Knights collected food and supplies that day, 
filling six pickup trucks and four cars, in addition to over $2,500 in cash and check donations! All items then were 
organized and delivered the following week to each of three Little Sisters’ locations that we support within the 
archdioceses of Washington, Baltimore and Delaware. 
  

Serving as drop sites for this important initiative were six councils including St. Michaels No. 2065, Patuxent No. 
2203, Cardinal Gibbons No. 2521, Regina Coeli No. 2274, St. Francis de Sales No 3489, and St. Joan of Arc Coun-
cil 12054. Each of these councils opened their doors from 10 A.M to noon on May 16 so that Knights, parishioners, 
and others in their local communities could drop off their donations. 
  

As we fight our way through the pandemic, it’s inspiring to see so many Knights in Maryland step up and rally 
around the Little Sisters of the Poor. They are an amazing and faith-filled organization that is facing some unique 
challenges right now and the support we provide as men and families of the Knights of Columbus is a wonderful 
example of how we put our own faith in action by ensuring that we “leave no neighbor behind.” 
  
Our next “Little Sisters of the Poor Collection Day” is scheduled for Saturday June 20, 2020 and we will continue 
conducting this program on a monthly basis throughout the upcoming fraternal year. Let’s keep building on our 
momentum as we work to serve so many who depend on the Knights and our capacity to make a meaningful differ-
ence in the lives of those within our parishes and our communities. Vivat Jesus! 
 
 

Leave No Neighbor Behind 
 

Support of the Little Sisters of the Poor 
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Leave No Neighbor Behind 

                      

 

 

St. John the Baptist Council 11106 
Drive-By Pick Up, Silver Spring, Maryland 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Council 9258 
Solomons, Maryland 

Regina Coeli Council 2274 
Easton, Maryland 

St. Francis de Sales Council 3489 
Salisbury, Maryland 

Support of the Little Sisters of the Poor 

Cardinal Gibbons Council 2521 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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St. Gianna Molla Award 

Mike Sallese and Jane                                                     State Convention Chairman 
Rich Unglesbee and Joy                                 Treasurer 
Paul Weber and Mary                      Golf Chairman 
Sherman Casey and Julie                 Banquet & Hospitality Rooms Chairman 
Steve Ransdell  and Brenda              Youth Activities Chairman 
Paul Jones and Sandy                        Grand Knight Olympics Chairman 
Ray Cilento and Lavona                   Program Book Chairman 
Rick Askins and Patty                       Registration 
Ralph Askins                                       Registration 

 

                        Faith, Fraternity, and a little bit of Work 

 

St. Michael's of Poplar Springs Council 10525 
Knights of Columbus 
Mt. Airy, Maryland 

 

Ultrasound Machine For Columbia Pregnancy Center 

Grand Knight Ralph Trautwein (right)  of St. Michael’s of Poplar Springs Council 

10525, (Poplar Springs, MD), accepts the Columbia Pregnancy Center’s St. Gianna Mol-

la Award from Michael Leumas, Pregnancy Center Board member and PGK of St. Louis 

the King Council 11898, (Clarksville, MD).   
 

The St. Gianna Molla Award is given annually to an individual or organization that has 

demonstrated outstanding support for the Pregnancy Center and its mission of 

“Empowering women to choose life.”   
 

St. Michael’s Council raised $24,000, which was match by Supreme, to purchase a new 

Ultrasound Machine for the Center, which is located in Columbia, Maryland. 
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The global increase of radical secularism has 
had devastating effects on religious beliefs, 
the traditional family, the sanctity of life, and 
the abuse of human nature.  In response, 
Catholics in many Western nations are turn-
ing to the Rosary as a means of seeking 
through His Blessed Mother Our Lord’s inter-
cession. 
 

On October 7, 2017, some one million 
Catholics assembled along Poland's bor-
der to pray to the Virgin Mary for peace 
among nations, families and youth, and 
the conversion of the world.  A week later, 
on October 13, Catholics throughout Italy 
fasted and prayed “to save Italy and Europe 
from Islamic nihilism and from the denial of 
the Christian faith.”  The following month, on 
November 26, more than 30,000 people con-
vened across Ireland to pray for a renewal of 
the Catholic faith and against the threat of 
abortion.  Then, on April 29, 2018, tens of 
thousands of Catholics gathered at the coasts 
of Scotland, England and Wales to pray for 
the restoration of faith, life, and peace in the 
British Isles.  The United States has followed 
with several similar rallies. 
 

The Rosary is a simple, yet powerful set of 
prayers that has been invoked by popes and 
saints, groups and individuals to affect world 
events, restore peace among nations, meet 
personal needs, and provide serenity of soul.  
Pope Pius XI said that, “If you desire peace in 
your hearts, in your homes, and in your coun-
try, assemble each evening to recite the Ro-
sary.” 
 

Most Catholics are familiar with this devo-
tion.  Virtually all have or have had a rosary 
at some point in their lives.  But how often do 
they say it?  How many have ever asked, why 
is it special? 
 

The primary invocations of the Rosary date 
back to the first days of our Faith, expressed 
in the words of the Archangel Gabriel, the 
Blessed Mother, and Our Lord himself.  Its 
recitation consists principally of three pray-
ers, the Our Father, the Hail Mary, and the 
Glory Be. 
 

The Our Father was given to us by Jesus 
when the Apostles asked Him how they 
should pray.  As St. Louis de Montfort wrote, 
this prayer “contains all the duties we owe to 
God, the acts of all the virtues and the peti-
tions for all our spiritual and corporal needs.”  
Every time we say the Our Father, we are 
saying Our Lord’s own prayer. 
 

The Hail Mary begins with the words of 
the Archangel Gabriel when asking Mary 
to be the Mother of Our Lord: “Hail 
[Mary], full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee.”  It continues, “Blessed are thou 
among women and blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb,” the greeting of Elizabeth when 
Mary came to visit her shortly thereafter.  
As the prayer evolved, the couplet of 
praise was joined to a statement of recog-
nition and petition.  The Council of Ephe-
sus in 431, in resolving an existing heresy, 
declared that Mary gave birth to the Lord 
in His Divinity, and added “Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death” to the angelic 
greeting. 
 

In the early stages of monastic develop-
ment, monks often prayed the entire 150 
psalms and after each gave glory to the 
Trinity.  Their statement of praise evolved 
and was added to the Rosary.  The Creed 
was included in the early 17th century, as a 
proclamation of belief in the principal 
Christian truths. 
 

In 1917, when Our Lady appeared at Fati-
ma, she asked that after each mystery peo-
ple include the petition, “O Jesus, forgive 
us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, 
lead all souls to Heaven, especially those 
who have most need of your mercy.”  And 
so, we have the present form of the Rosary 
with its individual prayers.  The beads 
evolved as a means of keeping count of the 
prayer iterations. 
 

The Rosary incorporates two types of 
prayer, invocative and contemplative.  The 
invocative is the repetition of the decades 
– sets of the Hail Mary, proceeded by the 
Our Father and ended with a Glory Be.  In 
this, the intercession of the Blessed Moth-
er with her Son is sought for our requests. 
 
The contemplative portion focuses on the 
life and glory of Our Lord and His Mother.  
The original 15 decades follow Our Lord’s 
birth, childhood, passion, death, resurrec-
tion and ascension.  They were expanded 
by St. John Paul II to 20 decades to in-
clude Our Lord’s public life.  These reflec-
tions are Christ-centered, but Marian in 
character for Mary lived these incidents. 
 
 
 
 

While the saintly John Paul II described the 
Rosary as, “A marvelous prayer!  Marvelous 
in its simplicity and its depth,” it also has 
brought about profound effects in the world.  
In 1571, a powerful fleet of the Mohammed-
an Ottoman Empire sailed into the Gulf of 
Patras, near Lepanto, threatening Christian 
Europe.  A smaller fleet was formed in de-
fense.  Pope Pius V ordered public proces-
sions and the recitation of the Rosary 
throughout Christendom.  The resulting bat-
tle was a decisive Christian victory. 
 

In 1683, Christian Europe again was under 
assault; this time by land.  The invading 
Turkish army was opposed by a smaller 
force placed under the protection of Our 
Lady of Czestochowa.  Pope Innocent XI 
called for a Christendom-wide recitation of 
the Rosary for its success.  The Turks were 
totally routed.   
 

In 1945, an atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima killing some 70,000 people.  
Eight blocks from the epicenter was the resi-
dence of eight Jesuit missionaries.  None 
were affected by the blast.  They attributed 
the miracle to their devotion to the Blessed 
Mother and faithfulness in praying the Ro-
sary. 
 

At the end of World War II, Austria was 
divided among the victorious allies, with the 
Soviet quarter subjected to Communist op-
pression.  Fr. Petrus Pevlicek founded the 
Holy Rosary Atonement Crusade in 1947 to 
pray to Our Lady of Fatima for the nation’s 
freedom.  On the 13th of each month, the 
faithful marched through the streets, praying 
and increasing in number to 500,000.  Then, 
on May 13, 1955, the anniversary of the first 
apparition of Our Lady at Fatima, the Rus-
sians unexpectedly withdrew. 
 

These are just a few of many examples of 
how devotion to the Rosary has affected 
world events.  But the Rosary is also a pray-
er for individual intentions.  As St. Padre Pio 
advised us, “Love the Madonna and pray the 
Rosary.”  Pray it at a rally, with a group, in 
your council, in church, at home, with your 
family, whenever you have a moment.  If it 
is said devoutly and regularly, our lives will 
change.  How can our heavenly Mother and 
her Son not answer our petitions?  “Indeed,” 
said Jamie Cardinal Sin, “when we give our 
best to the Lord, and leave the rest to His 
Providence, the Lord always responds.” 

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

THE ROSARY: A PRAYER FOR ALL NEEDS 
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JUNE - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

         

 DATE            EVENT 
 

 

   14            Flag Day 

    20            First Day of Summer  

   20            Collection Day for the Little Sisters of the Poor 

   21                                            Father’s Day       

EDITOR’S  FAREWELL 
 

This is the final edition of this fraternal year’s edition 
of the Maryland State Council newsletter. It was for-
matted and edited to inform you about the accom-
plishments of the Knights of Columbus community 
here in the State of Maryland. We wanted everyone 
to know of the good things happening, and perhaps to 
learn something new along the way about our 
Church, our Order, and our Founder. If we occasion-
ally raised an eyebrow or put a smile on your face, 
we did our job. This is also my last edition as your 
Editor. Thank you allowing me to be a participant in 
the journey of the Knights of Columbus. 

 

Our Lady Queen of the Knights, 
 

Pray for Us. 
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Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 
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VISIT THE NEWLY 
DESIGNED 

MARYLAND STATE 
COUNCIL’S  WEBSITE AT 

A Box of Joy 


