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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As Catholics, we hold the Eucharist to be the very 
“source and summit” of Christian life. When we receive 
the Blessed Sacrament, we receive Christ Himself – 
body, blood, soul and divinity. The Eucharist gives us 
spiritual nourishment and helps empower us to serve oth-
ers as Christ served us. It is a precious gift born of our 
Savior’s love for us. 
 

One of the most painful and difficult decisions I’ve ever 
had to make as your archbishop was to limit Masses in 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore to private celebrations 
without the physical presence of the faithful. I know the 
profound sense of hurt so many of our people are experi-
encing without the ability to receive our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Know that I did not make this decision lightly. 
 

I have been in ongoing contact with state leaders and 
public health professionals, as well as with the clergy and 
lay leaders of the Archdiocese of Baltimore. Those con-
sultations convinced me that we must do all we can to 
prevent the further spread of the COVID-19 virus in our 
community, even if it means we may not be able to re-
ceive the Eucharist for what may be a significant period 
of time. This is for the wellbeing not only of the faithful 
of our Archdiocese, but for all the people of Maryland. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

During this time of uncertainty, I encourage you to re-
main strong in your faith and stay connected to your par-
ish. Many of the parishes throughout the Archdiocese 
have been broadcasting Masses and adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament on social media or through radio or 
other means. You can find a list of those offerings, 
which is constantly being updated, at: https://
www.archbalt.org/online-mass/ 
 

Please look for your parish in the myParish App to re-
ceive information about what’s happening in your local 
faith community. You will receive instant notifications, 
participate in online Masses, daily Mass readings, arch-
diocesan and international news, prayers, broadcasts of 
the Catholic Baltimore radio show and so much 
more.  You may download the App in the Apple App 
Store at https://apps.apple.com/us/app/myparish/
id892066479?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4 or through 
Google Play at https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.michiganlabs.myparish. 
 

I have been offering daily Lenten reflections as a way of 
helping us prepare for Easter. Those messages are posted 
to the archdiocesan YouTube channel as video at https://
apps.apple.com/us/app/myparish/id892066479?
mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4 or as audio files on our 
SoundCloud channel at https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=com.michiganlabs.myparish 
 
 

Continued Next Page 

Archbishop Lori addresses faithful about pandemic 

 

Archbishop of Baltimore and Supreme Chaplain William E. Lori  

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 
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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Cathedral of Mary Our Queen has been livestream-
ing its 11 a.m. Mass on Sundays, which I have the privi-
lege of celebrating. You may find that live broadcast by 
visiting www.archbalt.org or by logging onto the archdi-
ocesan Facebook page at 11 a.m. on Sundays.  MeTV 
Baltimore will also air those Masses over the air on 
Channel 11.2, on Comcast on channel 208 and on FiOS 
on channel 460. The Masses will  re-air on WCBM AM-
680 at 7 p.m. every Sunday. 
 

We have also begun a novena to our Blessed Virgin 
Mary, asking for her intercession and protection from the 
coronavirus. If you have already started that nine-day pe-
riod of prayer, please continue. If not, it’s not too late to 
begin the novena anytime. For more information, includ-
ing audio and downloads of the prayer, click here.https://
www.archbalt.org/archbishop-lori-encourages-novena-
prayer-against-coronavirus/. 
 

I humbly ask you to remember that the needs of our par-
ishes in serving the poor, providing ongoing maintenance, 
staffing programs and keeping up operations are continu-
ing throughout this crisis. Please continue to provide fi-
nancial support to your parish by mailing your contribu-
tion or checking with your parish about automatic giving 
opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
I realize that many are experiencing economic hardship 
with the stresses the pandemic have placed on our na-
tional economy. All those who are suffering at this time 
are not forgotten and remain in my prayers. Vis-
it Catholic Charities and St. Vincent de Paul Balti-
more to learn how we are doing our best to serve those 
in need under difficult circumstances. 
 

I encourage you to visit the archdiocesan coronavirus 
response page  at https://www.archbalt.org/coronavirus/, 
all of the resources I described above can be accessed 
there, in addition to other helpful materials, news arti-
cles, commentary and more about the pandemic. I also 
strongly encourage you to sign up for the Catholic Re-
view’s twice-a-week newsletter, which provides the lat-
est news coverage. You may sign up at https://
thecatholicreview.flocknote.com/CRnews 
or by texting CRMedia to 84576. 
 

Know that you are constantly in my prayers. It is our 
shared faith in Jesus Christ and our confidence in Him 
that will get us through this challenging time. 
 

In Christ, 

Archbishop William E. Lori 

 

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 
Archbishop Lori addresses faithful about pandemic 

Continued From Previous Page 

http://www.archbalt.org/
https://www.archbalt.org/archbishop-lori-encourages-novena-prayer-against-coronavirus/
https://www.catholiccharities-md.org/
https://www.vincentbaltimore.org/
https://www.vincentbaltimore.org/
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Dear Brother Knights, 
 

As I write this letter . . . the gover-
nor has ordered gatherings restricted 
to 250 people or less, the National 
Guard has been activated, invest-
ments have gone south, schools are 
closed, our seminarians have been 
called home from Rome, numerous 
store shelves are ravaged and empty 
of necessities, many are suddenly 
without paychecks, public Masses 
are either shutdown or restricted, 
friends and others around the world 
are sick, appreciable numbers of the 
elderly and those with compromised 
immune systems or respiratory is-
sues are dying or dead and there is a 
general air of fear. We must be so-
ber and courageous during these dif-
ficult days.   
 

Honesty compels us to acknowledge 
that some of us will probably not 
survive this crisis.  Current world-
wide deaths are 3.66% of confirmed 
cases of coronavirus, and U.S. 
deaths are 2.88% of confirmed cases 
of coronavirus. Source: WHO, CDC, 
and Johns Hopkins University. This 
is a nasty bug, ten times more lethal 
than the flu.   
 

As someone with chronic respiratory 
issues, I have come to terms with 
this.  But each of us still has a duty 
before God.  Yes, matters are bad 
and yet this may be the time when 

 
 

 we will most define ourselves as 
Catholic men and Knights of Colum-
bus.  Take to heart the wonderful 
words from Carl Anderson our Su-
preme Knight:   

 

Dear brothers, bring the light of 
Christ to this darkness.  This may be 
the crisis that will define us both as 
individuals and as a brotherhood for 
generations to come.   
 

First, we are men of prayer and we 
need to encourage faith and trust in 
God.  We should especially pray for 
courage against the fear that threat-
ens to consume us.  Remember the 
repeated admonition of Jesus:  “Be 
not afraid.”  He also tells us:  “And 
behold, I am with you always, until 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).  
We are not abandoned.   
 
Second, we are patriots and we must 
do all we can to encourage respect 
for the rule of law.  This morning I 
read of looters emptying out a 
Walgreens while the only recourse 
of employees was to watch.  We 
need to affirm to our youth and 
neighbors the importance of civility 
and obedience to the commandments 
of God and the just laws of men.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Third, we must be proactive in our 
discipleship as a brotherhood.  There 
is no telling how long this pandemic 
may last.  A vaccine might be a year-
and-a-half out.  What must we do?  
Beyond good hygiene and limiting 
ourselves to exposure, how might we 
help others? 
 

If the stores cannot control fear-
driven buying, maybe councils could 
acquire masks and sanitation supplies 
that could be given out in a controlled 
or measured fashion?  Could our men 
and their families, while taking what 
precautions they can, volunteer to do 
errands and to bring in food and other 
necessary supplies to the homebound, 
elderly and quarantined? Might we 
offer our halls and facilities as testing 
sites or, if necessary, as makeshift 
hospitals?  Given a frantic move to-
ward electronic communications, es-
pecially with Skype and Facetime 
video, do we have brothers who are 
computer savvy and in the IT industry 
to help with this needed transition? 
Certainly all our disaster action teams 
must be activated and ready to help in 
whatever way our people and civil 
officials require. Do our parishes have 
the cameras and sound equipment 
they need to bring private Masses into 
the homes of their flocks?    
 

This crisis over the coronavirus is al-
so a wakeup call— we have exported 
too many essential products and med-
ical supplies overseas that must be 
immediately available here at home to 
forestall shortages and to avoid politi-
cal blackmail.  Overseas dependence 
has now become a serious moral is-
sue.   
 

Continued On Next Page 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

  

“This is a moment to deepen our 
commitment to the very principles 
which define us: charity, unity 
and fraternity. There will likely be 
many opportunities in coming 
weeks to live out these principles 
in service to our brother Knights, 
our families and our communities. 
May this time of difficulty also be 
a moment when we as Knights 
step into the breach and show 
ourselves to be disciples of Jesus 
Christ and men at the service of 
others.”  
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Continued From Previous Page 

It is not my intent to compose a “gloom and doom” message for the month.  While we have certainly walked with the 
Lord in his passion and death during Lent, April is also the time when we celebrate Easter.  I want to put forward a 
dozen themes worthy of reflection and prayer during the season. Reflect and pray over them with your families. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No one could have guessed that when we “set sail with Dale” that we were to face so many changes in our Order and 
challenges from the world around us.  We have seen electronic membership, the new fourth degree uniforms, the new 
service areas of Faith in Action, and now the new combined admissions degree.  Politicians have slurred us as a hate 
group. Columbus Day is being stripped from our holidays and memorials have been removed or vandalized. The 
abuse scandals have ravaged our beloved Church. We have had to argue even with Catholic legislators that children 
ready to be born have a right to life.  And now, we must respond to a pandemic that threatens the health and home of 
ourselves, our families and neighbors.  Draw the fibers of our brotherhood together and work with our great state 
team.  We might feel overwhelmed and ill-equipped but together and with the Lord, we cannot fail 
 

Have a blessed Easter. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Father Joseph Jenkins 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

1. A new day has dawned. (The LIGHT 
of Christ casts aside the darkness.) 

2. The promise of old has been fulfilled. 
(The long-awaited Jewish Messiah is 
the Christ and Savior of the entire 
world.) 

3. The breech is healed. (Jesus is the 
New Adam and the bridge between 
heaven and earth— he is the way to 
the Father.) 

4. The salvific work of Christ has re-
deemed us from the devil. (Our Lord 
paid the price that we could not pay.) 

5. While the primordial trespass brought 
suffering and death into the world– 
Christ’s fidelity ushers forth healing 
and life. (The damage from the Gar-
den of Eden is repaired and we are 
called to faith and hope in Christ.) 

6. Nothing will ever be the same again. 
(The course of human history has 
changed; Christ’s victory changes 
everything.) 

7. Death is conquered if not entirely un-
done. (The war is over but a few bat-
tles must still be fought because of our 
fallen nature and the spite of the dev-
il.) 

8. We no longer need fear the specter of 
death. (Jesus tells us, “Be not afraid.”) 

9. The grave will not consume us. 
(Neither the grave nor hell is the end 
of the story for those who walk with 
Christ.) 

10. No one need live in vain. (Our Lord 
reveals to us the loving face and mer-
cy of God.) 

11. Like the apostles we are called as wit-
nesses to the saving truth. (Both faith 
and charity, if real, must be given 
away or shared.) 

12. Christ becomes the pattern of our dis-
cipleship: we must die with Christ if 
we hope to live with him. (The pas-
chal mystery calls to us as missionary 
disciples.) 

Further, the effects of oppression or impoverished living conditions or unsafe food resources and/or ready disease 
transmission in remote locations on the planet can quickly touch us all.  We will deal with the current pandemic, but 
we must encourage our government and the universal Church to dialogue with China and other world governments 
to help make sure this will not happen again, possibly with something even more deadly.  The world has grown too 
small to ignore such matters.   
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Dear Brother Knight, 
 

As the world confronts the COVID-19 pandemic, I wanted 
to take this opportunity to share with you the actions and 
responses taken by the Knights of Columbus. 
 

The coronavirus disease is not the first pandemic the 
Knights of Columbus has faced. In the late nineteenth centu-
ry, and again in 1918, the Knights remained strong and ac-
tive despite such situations. And together, we will do so 
again this time. 
 

We know that this period will be difficult in various ways 
for everyone, and we want to assure you that the Knights of 
Columbus is fully committed to you and your family, and 
has taken the steps necessary to continue our important 
work on your behalf – from protecting the faith and finan-
cial stability of members’ families, to helping members put 
their faith into action by providing important charitable ser-
vice within their communities. 
 

Although to our knowledge, no staff at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Supreme Council or Museum in New Haven or at 
the Saint John Paul II National Shrine in Washington, D.C., 
have tested positive for COVID-19, we have implemented 
remote operations for most staff, allowing our business pro-
cesses, customer service and fraternal support to continue 
their important work uninterrupted, while simultaneously 
protecting the health of our employees and reducing the risk 
of community spread of this illness, which is often facilitat-
ed by having large groups of people in close proximity to 
one another. 
 

Furthermore, our sustainable investment strategy means that 
our exposure to current stock market volatility is limited, 
and we remain extremely strong financially. With that 
strength, and the strength that comes from committed em-
ployees, we remain positioned and ready to serve our broth-
er Knights. Of course, our agents and our customer service 
team also remain available to help you with any insurance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

or related financial needs that you may have. As we im-
plement new systems to serve you and respond to a high-
er volume of inquiries than usual during this period, it is 
possible that wait and turnaround times may increase. 
 

In addition to what we are doing at the Supreme Council 
headquarters, many brother Knights have asked how they 
can help in their own communities. We suggest the fol-
lowing: 
 

1. During this period, we urge every member and his family to 
pray the Supreme Council’s novena based on the prayer of Pope 
Francis, as well as a prayer being promoted by the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops [see prayers on following 
page]. 

2. Help keep yourself, your families and your communities safe 
by cancelling all “in person” Knights of Columbus meetings and 
activities at the local or state level until otherwise indicated. This 
disease spreads when groups of people gather, so it is important 
that we avoid activities that could spread this illness. Council 
should pursue online and/or teleconferencing options for meet-
ings, fundraising, etc. until the danger has passed. The Supreme 
Council will be providing additional information on such options 
shortly. 

3. Leave no Knight - or neighbor - behind. If members of your 
council - or community - are elderly or have underlying medical 
conditions, please ensure that they have enough food. If you or 
others in your council have food to spare, offer to drop some-
thing off on their doorstep or to shop online for them. 

4. Give blood. Many communities are facing blood shortages. 
Those not being recommended to isolate themselves due to ill-
ness, age or underlying conditions should consider giving blood. 
National blood drives were pioneered by the Knights of Colum-
bus in the 1930s, and this lifesaving activity remains an im-
portant aspect of our charitable work today. 

 

As we move through this pandemic together, you can rest 
assured that the Knights of Columbus will be there for 
you. We will provide regular updates in the days ahead, 
and we will remain joined with you in prayer and in ser-
vice to our neighbors in need. 
 

May God bless you, and keep you and your loved ones 
healthy and safe. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Carl Anderson 
Supreme Knight  

SUPREME  KNIGHT 
Message on the Coronavirus 

 

 

Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
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A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER PROMOTED BY THE 
US CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe 
 

Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. We 
ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you 
did at the wedding in Cana.  
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our na-
tion and world, and for all our families and loved 
ones, the protection of your holy angels, that we 
may be spared the worst of this illness.  
 

For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain 
the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear the 
cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.  
 

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us in 
the Church to love one another and to be patient 
and kind. Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to 
our land and to our hearts. 
 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that 
you truly are our compassionate mother, health of 
the sick and cause of our joy. 
 

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, help us al-
ways to know the love of your Son, Jesus.  
 

Amen. 

O Mary, 
 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 

while remaining steadfast in faith. 
 

O loving Mother, 
you know what we need, 

and we are confident you will provide for 
us as at Cana in Galilee. 

 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, the 
Divine Physician, for those who have 

fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, 
and for those who have died. 

 

Intercede also for those charged with 
protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father and to do 

as we are told by Jesus, who took upon 
himself our sufferings and carried our 
sorrows, so as to lead us through the 

Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection. 
 

Amen. 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 
State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My Brother Knights and Ladies, 
 

 Sitting here, writing my April article, my 
first thought is that all of you are staying 
safe and well as the coronavirus contin-
ues to affect our state, our country, and 
our world.  During this unusual time, I 
must say that, I have heard many heart-
warming words of how families are look-
ing out for each other and, even more 
impressive, how members and councils 
are reaching out, leading by example, 
and taking care of those in their commu-
nities needing assistance.  “Helping 
Hands” is one of our Faith in Action pro-
grams and is a perfect opportunity for 
members and councils to “Serve Christ 
by Serving Others.”    
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As most of you are aware, all State 
Council events and activities have ei-
ther had to be cancelled or postponed.  
I know many of us were looking for-
ward to them; especially, the State 
Convention in May.  In the case of the 
convention, Supreme is preparing to 
issue guidance and assist each State 
Council to hold a “Virtual” state con-
vention.  While it just won’t be the 
same, it will enable us to conduct the 
important and necessary business of 
the State - such as the voting for a new 
State Warden.  The State Officers and 
Supreme are working closely on this 
specific order of business to ensure 
that the elections are done in the most 
efficient and in all fairness to those 
seeking that state office.  Most of the 
normal order of business (reports, etc.) 
will be submitted electronically to the 
Executive Secretary for the State 
Council.  Once all of the required or 
submitted reports are received, the 
Book of Reports will be produced and 
distributed accordingly.  Supreme is 
also going to issue guidance to states 
regarding council elections and other  
important functions that need to be 
addressed as we begin to close out this 
fraternal year.  The State Office will 
disseminate information as it becomes 
available. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Realizing that this is a very difficult 
time to invite new members to join our 
councils and Order, I hope you will 
take this opportunity to sort of think 
outside of the box and look for oppor-
tunities to continue to grow our Order.  
One of the best ways to do this is 
through the “Online” membership pro-
gram.  Additionally, our Supreme 
Knight has also given us permission, 
under the current circumstances, to use 
the instructional video of the new 
Charity, Unity & Fraternity Degree to 
bring new members into your council. 
Our State Membership Director and I 
strongly encourage every council to 
continue reaching out to all prospects 
to ensure them that their decision to 
join the Knights of Columbus is still 
important.   If you have any questions 
or need assistance, please don’t hesi-
tate to call on the Membership Team 
or your State Officers. 
 

 In closing, from our family to yours, 
we wish you a Blessed and Happy 
Easter.  May God continue to hold 
each of you in the palm of His hand 
and keep you safe. 
 

Vivat Jesus, 

Dale 

 
 

 
The Last Third Degree Team 

 

The last Third Degree in the Maryland province was 
conducted on February 29th at St. Francis DeSales 
Council 3589. Members of this extraordinary Team 
included the following members: 

 

Jim Dominic, Tony Salvemini, Dave Wilson, Sr., 
Larry Smilic, Vince Grauso,  Kevin McNamara, 

Dale Trott, Tom Greul, Andy Bauer, Jim Duryee, 
Charles Doherty, Roger Donnelly, Chris Powers, 

Ron Bauer, Don Kern, Mike Linder, 
Jose Rivera, and Fritz Leach 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.net) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I write this, I am just completing 
my first week of working at home 
because of COVID-19.  I’ve strug-
gled trying to figure out what I can 
write about membership growth 
when we aren’t having meetings or 
events and our churches are even 
closed for Masses.  Now is the time 
that we need to focus on our families 
and protecting ourselves to make 
sure we get past this crisis as soon as 
possible so we can get back to the 
good things that we do as an Order. 
 

As you are probably in the same sit-
uation as I am, it is time to think 
about those men you and your coun-
cil members have been talking to 
about becoming part of our Order.  
While you can’t do your normal 
council business make sure you are 
staying in contact with those men 
and their families.  Make sure they 
know that you are thinking about 
them and keeping them in your pray-
ers for safety during this period. 
 

If your council is doing something to 
serve your parish or community dur-
ing this crisis, consider inviting your 
prospects to join you.  I’m sure you 
can use the additional people to help 
you and they will get a chance to 
begin the service that the Knights of 
Columbus is famous for even before  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
they join your council and the Order.  
Getting them involved in these criti-
cal functions may be all it takes to 
help them make that final decision to 
join. 
 

Remember that Online Membership is 
an option while we can’t conduct the 
Exemplification of Charity, Unity, 
and Fraternity.  That gets them into 
the Order and when you can hold the 
exemplification you can get them into 
your council, and you will get credit 
for the new member once he com-
pletes the exemplification. 
 

If you have someone that really wants 
to join your council right away, con-
sider downloading the video of the 
exemplification from the Supreme 
website and doing it privately with 
him.  In the Supreme Knight’s guid-
ance on the degree he makes it clear 
that the video shouldn’t be the prima-
ry means for completing the exempli-
fication but should only be used in 
extraordinary circumstances.  I would 
say that a global pandemic constitutes 
extraordinary circumstances.  Re-
member, however, that we don’t want 
to put anybody at any additional risk 
of catching this virus.  If the prospect 
is among the special populations at 
greater risk, you should not conduct 
the exemplification in person, poten-
tially exposing him to the disease 
even if you are not sick. 
 

Remember that if your council is do-
ing something to help your parish, 
your community, or homebound 
members of your parish, make sure 
you can be identified as a Knight of 
Columbus.  Wear a Knights shirt or 
jacket or even simply a name badge 
so people can identify you as a 
Knight of Columbus.  It is important 
that people know we are there to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

serve whenever and wherever we 
are needed. 
 

Also remember when this crisis is 
past, our parishes will have suffered 
through many weeks of no collec-
tions.  They may also have to miss 
the Easter collection which is often 
a big collection and parishes count 
on this extra money to balance their 
budget for the year.  First, as a 
Knight of Columbus, make sure you 
are continuing your financial sup-
port of your parish.  Second, when 
this crisis is past, and we are again 
able to conduct our programs and be 
around other people plan to do some 
type of event that will help the par-
ish financially.  And once you’ve 
done it, make sure you proclaim it 
to all the world.  Make sure your 
parish and community know what 
you did and how much you helped 
the parish.  And since parishioners 
will likely help you in anything you 
do, thank them for their participa-
tion and help. 
 

While we can’t meet in person, 
there are still plenty of things we 
can do “as a council” to help out 
members and our community.  Get 
out there and do what we do best: 
serve others.  I think the State Dep-
uty’s motto for his administration 
rings truer now than at any time 
over the last two year.  By putting 
our Faith in Action, we are Serving 
Christ by Serving Others. 
 
Please stay safe.  
  
Vivat Jesus! 
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When I was in grade school any time we were having 
difficult times or disappointments the Nuns would say 
“offer it up” in other words give your problems to God 
through which all is possible.  We as Knights and our 
family and friends are going through a lot, but remem-
ber the most used phrase said by Jesus in the Bible is 
“Be not afraid” for I am with you always 
 

Now is the perfect time to put our faith into action. 
 

     -  Faith – Say a Rosary with your family 

     -  Family – Strengthen your faith with family prayer 

     -  Community – See Communities Activity Director  

        Terry Waters message below 
 

     -  Life – Make a donation to your local pregnancy 

        center 
 

Life Activities Director Roger Donnelly  
 

The State Marygold Program for this year has been 
canceled due to circumstances surrounding issues with 
the novel coronavirus COVID-19.  Your state chairman 
is working on putting together contact information 
for local councils to purchase Marigolds and/or Carna-
tions from suppliers in Maryland.  Once the information 
is finalized you will receive another notification with 
that information.  I apologize for any inconvenience this 
may cause your councils and I strongly encourage that 
we recognize Mother’s on Mother’s Day for their 
choice of giving birth and giving life to those we love.  
  
 

Community Activities Director Terry Waters 
 

If you have an opportunity, please consider reaching out 
to your pastor and ask how you might be able to support 
senior parishioners who are struggling with an inability 
to get their groceries, medical supplies or other critical 
items. Or, you may want to take time to call and chat 
with them. Many seniors are incredibly lonely right now 
and disconnected from normal social connections. The 
Knights are a group of men who can make a difference 
by bridging the gap and lending support to our pastor 
and the seniors in our parishes. And this is a wonderful 
Helping Hands program! 

 

State Widow’s VIP Program Chairman Dick Bissell 
 

Since the turn of the Century (2001), the Maryland State 
Council has been trying to fulfill Father Michael J. 
McGiveny’s charge that we must take care of our wid-
ows and orphans.  In our attempt to say “Thank you” to 
a widow for her husband’s service AND to keep her in-
volved with her late husband’s Council (or another 
Council if she has moved), we will provide her with a 
personalized identification card which is signed by the 
State Deputy and laminated so it will last. 
 

ALL Councils should take advantage of this FREE pro-
gram.  The only cost to your Council is the Financial 
Secretary’s time to email Dick Bissell 
(bissellflashman@gmail.com), the Widow’s VIP Chair-
man since 2011. 
 

The FS should attach the info slip (copy attached) to the 
bottom of his monitor and include Dick’s email address 
in his Council’s address book.  Now, when he notifies 
the Brothers of his Council of the death of a member, he 
includes the necessary info and usually within a few 
days he will receive the laminated Card and can include 
it with the Resolution of Condolence he has prepared.  
The GK is now able to present BOTH to the Widow at 
either the wake or the funeral. 
 

If your Council has never participated in this program, 
just compile a list of Widows including the Brother’s 
name, Council and Assembly, and any Officer position 
he held and if he was an Honorary or Honorary Life 
Member.  
 

This is both the easiest and cheapest State program in 
which your council can participate! Please take ad-
vantage of it today!!! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bill  
Bill Van Horn 
State Program Director 
Email bvh312@aol.com 

Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

 

mailto:bvh312@aol.com
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Visit our page and Like us on Facebook - The Ladies of the Maryland Knights of Columbus 2019 

FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring is in the air, but we are 
not feeling the usual joy and 
happiness as we are facing a 
pandemic due to the Corona vi-
rus in the US and throughout the 
world.  I have to tell you last 
week when the State Council 
made the decision and an-
nounced no activities and Con-
vention this fraternal year, I 
cried.  Why?  Because I was sad 

that we would not be together whether on the Council 
level holding our Italian Dinner and Walk for Life or on 
the State level to honor the fire fighter, EMT, teacher 
and family of the year.  Then the cancellation of the 
Convention that we have attended as a family for over 
25 years sent another flood of emotions.  It was so easy 
for me and for many of us to give into sadness, but we 
need to unite together more than ever!  For me uniting 
spiritually online has helped make me feel a part of the 
one holy Catholic Church whether praying the rosary 
and Our Father with the Pope or joining in the celebra-
tion of the Mass online with our Supreme Chaplain, 
State Chaplain, and our parish priests.  I am so thankful 
we can walk together through social media during these 
uncertain times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I want to thank those who donated at the Spring Meeting 
to “Kicks for X”.  We collected 63 pairs of shoes and 350 
pairs of socks.  Your donations will be given to the many 
children and young adults with special needs in honor of 
Xavier Byrd to the Kennedy Krieger Institute.  At the din-
ner that evening, a collection was taken to help the local 
Pregnancy Center in Easton, Choices Pregnancy Center, 
who is forced to relocate in the next couple months.  Be-
cause of your generosity, we gave them $1,000.  You are 
awesome! 
 

I long to be together again worshipping and socializing 
without fear.  Trust God is with us all the time! 
 

Please join me in prayer as we remember those that have 
died or are struggling to overcome this dreaded disease.  

 

Dear God, protect me 
and my family from any 

sickness and viruses. 
You are our shield and 

our only Hope.  You 
are greater than any disease. 

We Trust You. 
Amen 

 

Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed and Happy 
Easter as Jesus Christ has risen again! 

 

Thank you for the generosity of our Knights and Ladies at the Spring meeting on Saturday, March 1st in Easton, Mar-
yland. We collected 63 pairs of shoes and 350 pairs of socks for “Kicks for X”. They will be donated to the Kennedy 
Kreiger Institute in memory of a special child, Xavier Byrd, who was born with a very rare disease. He was known for 
his fun shoes. 
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Membership - Ron Hassan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

2 0 2 0 
 

SPRING MEETING 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the third quarter of 

this Fraternal Year behind 

us, it is time to prepare for a 

STRONG FINISH for this 

Fraternal Year. 

Dale W. Trott 

Convention - Michael Sallese 

Resolutions - SA Tony Salvemini 

Degree Program - ST Chris Powers 

Fraternal Benefits - Harry Canter 

Programs - Bill Van Horn 

Transition - Vince Grauso 

Columbian Award - SW John Winfrey 

Membership - Ron Hassan 
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Willians A. Castillo - District Deputy #14 
Receives Charter Plaque for Institution of 
San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council 17192 

Willians A. Castillo - District Deputy #14 
Receives the Contest of Champions Award for 

San Juan Nuemann de Baltimore 16611 

William R. Newbrough - District Deputy #18 
Receives Contest of Champions Award for  

Rock Creek Council 2797 

Robert E. Bowles, Sr. - District Deputy #3 
Receives Columbian Award Plaque for  
St. John Francis Regis, SJ Council 7914 

Spring Meeting 
Recognition of Good Works 
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C 
hoices Pregnancy Center (CPC) is a compassionate Christian ministry that offers life-affirming choices to 

women and their families who are faced with an unplanned pregnancy. They offer free and confidential 

services in a supportive environment which include pregnancy confirmation, information about pregnan-

cy options, material assistance, education in pregnancy, parenting and sexual purity as well as post-

abortion recovery resources. CPC seek to be a positive force for life within the community, and is located in Easton, 

Maryland. However, their current location is being sold and they must seek a new location.  
 

The Director of Choices Pregnancy Center (CPC), Lady Sharon Finecey, was the honoree and speaker at the Mary-

land State Council, Knights of Columbus, Spring Meeting held in Easton, MD. She spoke briefly on the history of the 

center, noting that twenty years ago CPC opened its doors in Easton, MD. A doctor as well as several nurses joined 

our volunteer staff to round its medical status. Services provided included material support, pregnancy tests, referrals 

for community services, mentoring, education and spiritual counseling. The main source of support came from the 

church community. CPC’s vision is to continue to provide hope, help and healing so that each woman it serves is em-

powered to choose life for herself and her unborn child. 
 

Lady Sharon informed the dinner forum that it is to move from its current location due to the sale of the building. 

Added that finding a suitable building at a reasonable price has not been easy. However, a new building has been lo-

cated in the Easton area, and that funds to assist in its purchase are being solicited. The goal to acquire funds to com-

plete the purchase by May 1st. At the dinner that evening, a collection was taken to help the Choices Pregnancy Cen-

ter.  As a result, State Deputy, Dale Trott, presented to Lady Sharon Finecey a check for $1,000.  
 

 

Lady Sharon Finecey, the Director of Choices Pregnancy Center 
in Easton, Maryland, accepting from State Deputy Dale Trott, 

donations from the Maryland State Council. Their current loca-
tion is being sold and they must relocate. Praying that they make 

their goal by May 1s so they can continue saving precious lives. 
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Brother Knights, congratulations are in order for the following Maryland State Council, Knights of Co-
lumbus, 2019-2020 Founders Day Award winners. These awards are usually  presented at the State’s 
reception following the Founders Day Mass. However, due to the local restrictions imposed by the coro-
navirus, the awards will be presented at a later date. Nevertheless, join me in congratulating our win-
ners. 
 

Family of the Year 
Francis and Sue Arlinghaus 

Francis J., Theresa, Elizabeth, Peter and Mary 

Nominating Council: St. Louis The King Council 11898 
Grand Knight: Worthy GK Herman Stewart 

 

Catholic Teacher of the Year 

Cheryl Churilla 

St. John's Regional Catholic School 

Nominating Council: St. Katharine Drexel Council 14011 

Grand Knight: Worthy GK Lawrence Biehl 
 

CCD Teacher of the Year 

John and Lisa Hafer 

Nominating Council: Our Lady of Guadalupe 12127 

Grand Knight: Worthy GK Michael Giadu 
 

Citizen of the Year 

Robert Weiler 

Nominating Council: St. Pius X Council 4076 

Grand Knight: Worthy GK Mark Richardson 
 

Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 

Lieutenant Erik Lynn 

Laurel Police Department 

Nominating Council: Patuxent Council 2203 

Grand Knight: Worthy GK Steve Hubbard 
 

Fireman of the Year 
Jon Krisman 

Annapolis City Fire Department 

Nominating Council: Annapolis Council 1384 

Grand Knight: Worthy GK Ray Sears 
 

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) of the Year 

Amanda Brown 

Laurel Volunteer Rescue Squad 

Nominating Council: Patuxent Council 2203 

FOUNDERS DAY AWARDS 
Recognition Program Chairman By: Stephen J. Bayliff (sbayliff777@aol.com) 
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Maryland Has A Keep Christ In Christmas 
Poster Contest International Champion 

 
Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest Chairman By: Larry Perkins (larryperk69@yahoo.com)  
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Pope Francis said in his weekly Angelus message 
on Sunday, March 22, he will deliver a special 
“Urbi et Orbi” (to the city and the world) blessing 
this coming Friday evening as a response to the 
coronavirus.  Normally given only at Christmas 
and Easter, his decision to give this blessing un-
derscores the gravity of the situation worldwide. 
 

The Pope also called on all Christians of every 
confession to pray the “Our Father” together at 
noon Rome time (7:00 am, EDT) on Wednesday, 
March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation, as a re-
sponse “to the pandemic of the virus,” showing 
“the universality of prayer, of compassion, of ten-
derness.” 
 

A week earlier, President Donald Trump pro-
claimed March 15 a national day of prayer in the 
United States.  He stated, “In our times of greatest 
need, Americans have always turned to prayer to 
help guide us through trials and periods of uncer-
tainty…we must not cease asking God for added 
wisdom, comfort, and strength, and we must espe-
cially pray for those who have suffered harm or 
who have lost loved ones…pray for God’s healing 
hand to be placed on the people of our Nation…
pray for the health and well-being of your fellow 
Americans and…remember that no problem is too 
big for God to handle.” 
 

With the coronavirus spreading, travel restricted, 
schools and businesses closed, church services 
suspended, entire communities – including cities – 
in lockdown, and growing public anxiety, those in 
charge are not only taking action but calling on 
God for help. 
 

Throughout the entire history of America – from 
the time of the first settlements in Plymouth and 
Jamestown to the present day – leaders have issued 
calls for prayer and fasting in times of disease, 
natural disasters, war, and threats of terrorism, as 
well as in gratitude for the beneficence and mercy 
of the Almighty.  After surviving the harsh reali-
ties of a new world, the Pilgrims celebrated their 
first harvest in 1621 with a feast of thanksgiving 
for God’s blessings.  In colonial English America, 
as raids from France and Spain increased, Ben-
jamin Franklin in 1747 proposed a General Fast 
so “that Almighty God would mercifully inter-
pose and still the rage of war among the na-
tions.” 
 

At the time of the Revolutionary War, virtually 
every colonial leader of prominence called for 
days of humiliation, fasting and prayer for the 
Lord’s intervention.  As the war progressed, the 
Continental Congress issued proclamations annu-
ally from 1777 through 1784, calling for days of 
“public thanksgiving and praise” and “humble 
supplication” to Almighty God.  General George 
Washington, in turn, issued general orders to as-
sure that the troops observed those days of prayer. 
In 1789, the first year of his presidency, Washing-
ton designated November 26 as a day for “prayers 
and supplications to the great Lord and Ruler of 
Nations” both in thanksgiving for his “signal and 
manifold mercies” and to request him to “pardon 

our national and other transgressions.”  Presi-
dent James Madison proclaimed days of prayer 
and fasting three times during the War of 1812, 
first to request God’s assistance and later to 
thank him for a successful outcome. 
 

In 1849, during a severe cholera epidemic, 
President Zachary Taylor proclaimed a day 
of prayer, stating: “The providence of God 
has manifested itself in the visitation of a 
fearful pestilence which is spreading itself 
throughout the land, it is fitting that a peo-
ple...acknowledging past transgressions, ask 
a continuance of the Divine mercy.” 
 

During the Civil War, the Union and Confeder-
ate Congresses both called for days of prayer.  
As the war raged, President Abraham Lin-
coln proclaimed a National Day of Humilia-
tion, Fasting and Prayer on March 30, 1863, 
stating: “The awful calamity of civil 
war...may be but a punishment inflicted upon 
us for our presumptuous sins...We have for-
gotten God...We have vainly imagined, in the 
deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these 
blessings were produced by some superior 
wisdom and virtue of our own.  Intoxicated 
with unbroken success, we have become...too 
proud to pray to the God that made us!  It 
behooves us then to humble ourselves before 
the offended Power, to confess our national 
sins.”  Then, in October 1863, Lincoln urged 
that the last Thursday of November be ob-
served “as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to 
our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 
Heavens” for his “singular deliverances and 
blessings” and “with humble penitence for our 
national perverseness and disobedience.” 
 

Reliance on God continued.  During World 
War I, President Woodrow Wilson pro-
claimed May 11, 1918 a Day of Public Hu-
miliation, Prayer and Fasting: “It being the 
duty peculiarly incumbent in a time of war 
humbly and devoutly to acknowledge our 
dependence on Almighty God and to implore 
His aid and protection…I…exhort my fellow
-citizens...to pray Almighty God that He may 
forgive our sins.”  
 

Similar days of supplication and appreciation 
continued to be held on dates of the president’s 
choice.  Then, in 1941, Congress enacted that a 
Thanksgiving Day would be celebrated each 
year on the fourth Thursday of November.   
 

With the onset of World War II, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt proclaimed many days of petition 
and gratitude.  On June 6, 1944, D-Day, he 
prayed: “Almighty God, our sons, pride of 
our nation, this day have set upon a mighty 
endeavor, a struggle to preserve our Repub-
lic, our Religion and our Civilization, and to 
set free a suffering humanity...Help us, Al-
mighty God, to rededicate ourselves in re-
newed faith in Thee in this hour of great 
sacrifice.” 
 

 

When the war ended, President Harry Truman 
declared August 16, 1945 to be a Day of Pray-
er, stating, “Our global victory...has come with 
the help of God...Let us...dedicate ourselves to 
follow in His ways.”  In 1952, President Tru-
man enacted a law establishing the National 
Day of Prayer, for “In times of national crisis 
when we are striving to strengthen the founda-
tions of peace...we stand in special need of 
Divine support.”  The date was set as the first 
Thursday in May when signed into law in 1988 
by President Ronald Reagan. 
 

It is quite remarkable that in spite of continuing 
efforts to remove any reference to a Supreme 
Being from America’s public conscience -- from 
the nation’s coinage, the Pledge of Allegiance, 
the schools – two national, public observances to 
God have developed – a day of prayer in May and 
of Thanksgiving in November.   
 

Every President since Lincoln has issued a 
thanksgiving proclamation annually.  Many have 
participated in days of prayer, and even called for 
additional ones for special occurrences.  In April 
1970, President Richard Nixon had the nation 
observe a Day of Prayer for the safe return of 
the Apollo 13 astronauts. President George W. 
Bush declared Days of Prayer after the Islamic 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 and 
after Hurricane Katrina in August 2005. 
 

While these public declarations have been called 
proclamations of prayer and thanksgiving, they 
have expressed much more than gratitude over 
the years.  As all prayers, they have been used to 
petition God for assistance, to thank him for his 
mercy and abundance, to atone for our personal 
and national sins, and to praise him as the “Lord 
and Ruler of Nations.” 
 

One might say that these calls are a form of pub-
lic hypocrisy.  They are issued with more than 
perfunctory meaning only in times of national 
distress – when human action falls short and the 
divine is needed.  But in another sense, they may 
be considered overt expressions of a deeper soci-
etal recognition of our dependence on a Creator 
God. 
 

While America has a government that neither 
promotes a given religion nor prohibits the free 
exercise thereof, belief in God is an integral part 
of the nation’s history, culture and society.  As 
long as the people as a whole have not rejected all 
public reference to God nor abandoned religious 
practices, and if principles based on religious 
teachings continue to regulate their societal and 
political behavior, it will be possible to maintain 
a spirit of virtue to advance the well-being of our 
republic and its populace. 
 

So, let us heed the calls of the pope, the president 
and other leaders and pray for our nation and the 
world, for an end to this pandemic and for a re-
newed awareness of God in our lives.  

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

PRAYER AT A TIME OF COLLECTIVE CRISIS 
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 DATE            EVENT 
 

 

 

   01      April Fool’s Day 

   05      Palm Sunday 

   08      Passover Begins at Sunset 

   09      Holy Thursday, Passover 

   10     Good Friday 

   11     Holy Saturday 

    12      Easter Sunday 

   16      Last Day of Passover 

   18     AWD 4th Degree Exemplification (CANCELED) 
   19      Divine Mercy Sunday 

   22      Administrative Professionals Day 

    26     Family Fun Day - Hershey Park  (CANCELED)  

   30      Convention & Golf Tournament (CANCELED)  

APRIL - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
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Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 
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MARYLAND STATE 
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