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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE OLDER I BECOME, the more 
quickly Lent seems to roll around. But 
with advancing years, I also find 
myself taking the grace-filled season 
of repentance more seriously. Let 
me tell you why. 
 

When I was young, I imagined my-
self to be invincible. I knew, of 
course that someday I’d grow old 
and that my earthly life would be 
over - but that seemed far off in the 
future. My imagined invincibility 
didn’t express itself in a wild and crazy 
lifestyle. Instead, it was expressed in a 
seemingly endless capacity for work. 
There weren’t enough hours in the day 
for all that I wanted to do or thought I 
needed to do - whether in my studies or 
my ministry. Naturally, I took part in 
Mass, received the sacrament of recon-
ciliation and prayed for God’s grace and 
mercy and administered his mercies 
sacramentally. But deep down, the 
thought lingered that, if anything im-
portant had to be done, I had better roll 
up sleeves.  
 

I knew from my studies that such an 
attitude doesn’t square with our Catho-
lic faith. Actually, it’s a heresy called 
 

 
 
 
 

 Pelagianism. Pelagius was a fifth-
century theologian who professed the 
view that we are able to obey the com-
mandments through the natural powers 
of our will, so long as we are enlight-
ened by the teaching of the Gospel. But 
this outlook fails to take into account 
human weakness and our need for 
God’s mercy and grace. Among other 
problems, this badly exaggerated can-do 
attitude is symptomatic of the sin of 
pride, which played a devastating role at 
the dawn of human history, with the 
advent of original sin. 
 

For some souls, God’s whispers are suf-
ficient. For others, he has to use a mega-
phone. I’m among the latter. The Lord 

tried to dislodge Pelagian attitudes from 
my heart, but I resisted, and sometimes 
still resist. He certainly sent me lots of 
gentle signals, including good and pa-
tient spiritual directors; hints that my 
health, while strong is by no means in-
vulnerable; the witness of holy people 
whose way of life spoke to their utter 
reliance on the Lord and his mercy. 
These were nudges in the right direc-
tion. 
 

But years ago, the Lord decided to beat 
me at my own game. He ladled out so 
much work and so many problems that I 
had to face the fact that my exaggerated 
self-reliance was foolish and untenable. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

I was up against things larger than my 
abilities and beyond my control. That 
was God’s megaphone in my ear: “You 
need me!” 
 

All of this came home to me while re-
flecting on a passage from the Letter to 
the Ephesians: “For our struggle is not 
with flesh and blood but with the princi-
palities, with the powers, with the world 
rulers of this present darkness, with the 
evil spirts in the heavens” (6:12). In 
both life and ministry, I was engaged in 
spiritual warfare against the forces of 
evil. But in failing to rely utterly on the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, I was entering 
into heavy battle with the lightest of 

armor - my own poor efforts. 
 

This does not mean that we no 
longer work hard or that we give 
up the struggle to attain virtue. 
Rather, it means that we let go of 
illusions about our own personal 
efficacy in the face of opposi-
tion. The armor we must rely on 
is not our own but the victory of 
Christ and the grace of the Spirit. 

 

All of this brings me back to Lent, 
which begins with Satan tempting Jesus 
in the desert. Jesus engages in mortal 
combat with Satan and for our sake 
wins the victory. In short, Lent is not 
merely a season for self-improvement. 
It is a time for laying aside illusions of 
self-reliance and, in the grace of the 
Holy Spirit, sharing in the victory of 
Jesus over sin and death. 

 
 
 

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 

 

SPIRITUAL COMBAT 
 

We are called to rely not on our own strength but entirely on the grace of God 

 

 

Lent is not merely a season 

for self-improvement. It is a time 

for laying aside illusions 

of self-reliance. 
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Dear Brother Knights, 
 

As a pastor of souls I readily appreci-
ate the value of prayer and religious 
formation in the home.  I would en-
courage our many council chaplains 
to engage in an effort of blessing 
homes and encouraging family altars.  
I would not be surprised if it helps 
with both membership and retention.  
Of course, homes are ultimately 
blessed, not simply by priests and 
deacons with holy water, but by the 
holiness and faith of those who live 
there.  Make your homes “little 
churches” where you will never be 
ashamed or dismissive of the presence 
of Christ.  As Missionary Disciples of 
Christ, witness to your family and 
neighbors what it means to be a Cath-
olic Christian believer.  
 

Over these many months I have writ-
ten about how we might keep our-
selves and our families Catholic.  
Faith in Action must be more than 
service programs but a plan for en-
riching our witness for the Gospel of 
Life to families, parishes and our im-
mediate communities.  Please take 
these remarks seriously.  If we do not 
take action then we will see increased 
defection from our ranks and the loss 
of our children from the faith.  Be 
courageous and pro-active in standing 
up for your Catholicism. Be cognizant 
of what comes into your home.  The 
Washington area now has two Catho-
lic radio stations and both can be 
heard online:  Relevant 1260 AM and 

 
 

 
EWTN Guadalupe Radio Network 
1160 AM.  The last I heard, the Cath-
olic Business Network of Baltimore 
was struggling to keep WVTO 92.7 
on the air.  We should support such 
efforts.  Cable systems carry EWTN 
Television and Boston’s Catholic TV 
network is available online and on 
Smart TVs.   
 

Many of our councils have invested in 
the Catholic Information Service 
booklets that provide valuable spiritu-
al reading. At a time when there is 
way too much trash and opposing 
messages, we should fill our homes 
with that which is wholesome and 
true.  Instead of another forgotten 
family, we need to be visibly active in 
community outreach, council activi-
ties and parish efforts.  Every good 
Catholic man should be invited into 
the Knights of Columbus for Christian 
fellowship and for direction in living 
the faith.        
 

How might one establish a Home Al-
tar or Shrine?  There are some who 
put up wood cabinets, either free-
standing or in the wall.  These can be 
quite nice but also expensive.  The top 
of a small wall table, mantle or shelf 
might do as well. The use of a cabinet 
makes it easier to store additional reli-
gious items.   
 

The Home Altar is a place for family 
and individual prayer but is also a vis-
ible reminder of our Catholicity.  Eve-
ry home should make room for Jesus 
and have visible signs of faith and di-
vine protection.  What does one place 
upon the altar?  There should be a 
standing crucifix or one attached im-
mediately to the wall behind the shelf 
or table.  Often there is a statue of the 
Blessed Mother although one might 
substitute a statue of the Holy Family.  
If Mary is depicted alone then a paral-
lel statue of St. Joseph might be in 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
order.  I am also a proponent that every 
home should be consecrated to the Sa-
cred Heart.  Either a statue or picture of 
the Sacred Heart should be displayed.  
Candles are traditional and some would 
add flowers.  There should be Holy 
Water (font and bottle).  Medals associ-
ated with devotions could be placed on 
the altar.  The rosaries of family mem-
bers may either sit upon the table or 
hooks adjacent in the wall or mantle 
itself.  Various Holy Cards of special 
patrons could be set there.  There 
should always be a Bible and individual 
prayer books.  Many also include a 
missal so that if Mass attendance is im-
possible, the readings of the day can be 
studied.  If a table is used, then a nice 
linen cloth should cover the top. 
 

Pastors praise God every day for good 
parents who make daily sacrifices for 
their children. They do without much 
that others regard as essential. Howev-
er, they know that the family is their 
greatest treasure. They invoke God’s 
presence so that Christ might truly live 
in their homes. They have prayer cor-
ners and pray as a family. They open up 
God’s Word and strive to live moral 
lives. They seek out families that share 
their values. They march for life and 
volunteer time with efforts to help the 
poor and elderly. Such parents know 
there is no guarantee that children will 
stay close to the Church; nevertheless, 
they do all they can so that if they stray 
there will be a safe harbor to which 
they might return. 
 

Continued On Next Page 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 
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Continued From Previous Page 

 
The family is the “little church.” You 
cannot really give what you do not 
have. Catechists and pastors seek to 
help, but the transmission of the Gos-
pel first takes place in the home. We 
learn our prayers and are taught the 
bible stories. We are taken to church. 
We are taught the commandments so 
that we might know the difference 
between right and wrong. If parents 
fail to do their part, not all is lost, but 
it is unlikely that a youth will immedi-
ately become the Christian he or she 
should be. God will always make sure 
the well has water, but what good 
would this be if no one has ever given 
us a bucket. Similarly grace is availa-
ble; conversion and salvation are 
God’s gifts— but we need the tools to 
take advantage of them.  
 

 

 

 
 
If parents do not want their children to 
know Jesus, then they should never 
pray or open their bibles. If parents 
want their children to engage in de-
structive behavior and fail in finding 
the true meaning of life, then they 
should keep them away from religious 
education programs or at least never 
help them with their catechetical 
homework. If parents want their chil-
dren to grow up in a world void of 
God’s presence and compassion, then 
they must avoid any charity service to 
the poor, the oppressed or the unborn. 
If parents want their children to suffer 
the loss of heaven and the pains of 
hell, then make excuses to avoid the 
Sunday Mass and live today as if there 
be no God.  However, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We as Knights of Columbus families 
will never be of their number. If we 
must, then we will go down fighting! 
 

While there are no guarantees, even in 
the most Christian of households, there 
is far more success when the faith is 
cherished at the center of family life. 
Peripheral Christianity treats the faith 
like a hobby or even as a reluctant obli-
gation. The faith must instead be like 
the air we breathe. One should be no 
more willing to abandon the Church 
than one would be to chop off a leg or 
hand. Faith and God is not like the 
words written upon paper. No, it is like 
the paper itself. It is the basis and 
ground for everything else. 
 

Make the season of Lent a true time for 
spiritual reflection and devotion.  Many 
blessings! 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

  



 Maryland State Council                                                                            March 2020 

Volume 2, Issue 9 www.kofc-md.org Page 6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Brother Knight, 
 
Your immediate action is needed to support two important bills in the U.S. Senate 
that stand up for life! 
 
This week, the Senate is scheduled to consider two very important bills – the Pain 
Capable Unborn Child Protection Act and the Born Alive Abortion Survivors Pro-
tection Act. 
 
The first bill, the Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection Act, is life-saving legisla-
tion that would ban abortions at the point when scientists agree unborn children 
begin to feel pain in the womb (approximately 20 weeks).  Our recent Knights of 
Columbus/Marist polling found that 54% of Americans agree with this policy – in-
cluding nearly half of all those who identified as pro-choice! 
 
The second bill, the Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, protects a child 
who is born alive, despite an attempted abortion, by requiring doctors to care for 
the child as they would any other child born at the same age.  This life-affirming 
legislation recognizes that there are two patients – a mother and her child – and 
that our public policy should protect both. 
 
For more than a decade, our polling has found overwhelming support for the idea 
that our laws should protect both the mother and her child.  Both of these pieces of 
legislation acknowledge the humanity and dignity of the mother and her child and 
it’s time for Congress to act. 
 
Visit our Knights of Columbus Action Center to ask your senators to support both 
the Pain Capable Unborn Child Protect Act and the Born Alive Abortion Survi-
vors Protection Act today!  Please note that you need to send a letter to your sena-
tors on each bill in order to be counted, so please be sure to click through to both 
links.  You can also call your Senator directly – phone numbers are available at 
this directory. 
 
Thank you for taking action to support a culture of life. 
 
Fraternally, 
Carl A. Anderson 
Supreme Knight 

K N I G H T S 
OF COLUMBUS 

https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=c455e860-2a32-4120-92ed-d1533ce12c85&atvID=070a66ba-a64a-43d4-af5c-3cfe8422cec1
https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=7e369e23-b62d-494a-91b4-a71288977575&atvID=070a66ba-a64a-43d4-af5c-3cfe8422cec1
https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=7e369e23-b62d-494a-91b4-a71288977575&atvID=070a66ba-a64a-43d4-af5c-3cfe8422cec1
https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=e76ee83a-9167-4d62-a4f3-890556630563&atvID=070a66ba-a64a-43d4-af5c-3cfe8422cec1
https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=e76ee83a-9167-4d62-a4f3-890556630563&atvID=070a66ba-a64a-43d4-af5c-3cfe8422cec1
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 
State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does Lent mean to us as Catho-
lics?  It is trying to better ourselves, 
and to sacrifice in order to become 
closer to God.  Jesus didn’t eat, and 
then he sacrificed himself for us.  So, 
we give up things that we overin-
dulge in, or things that are evil, or get 
in our way of realizing how much we 
have.  We can also do good deeds for 
someone every day as our Lenten 
goal.  For those of the Christian faith, 
Lent represents a period of spiritual 
reflection and purification. 
 

If you think about it, when our Su-
preme Council replaced the Surge 
with Service Program model and re-
placed it with the new “Faith in Ac-
tion” Programs, they gave us, as 
Knights, the tools to grow closer to 
our church and more importantly, to 
God.   I don’t know about you, but 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
when I joined the Knights, one of 
my primary goals was to become a 
better Catholic.  I firmly believe 
that the Faith in Action programs, 
like Lent, help us year-round to be 
better Catholics and bring us clos-
er to God.  I sincerely hope and 
pray that members and councils 
are encouraged and inspired by 
these programs. 
 

During the month of March, we 
have many activities and events.  
One such event, is our annual 
Founders Day Mass and dinner on 
March 29th at St. Philip Neri in 
Linthicum, MD. 
 
Maryland.  This year, this annual 
event falls on the actual date our 
Order was founded.  At the dinner, 
we will recognize and honor the 
Firefighter of the Year, EMT of 
the Year, Law Enforcement Of-
ficer of the Year, Catholic Teacher 
of the Year, CCD Teacher of the 
Year, Citizen of the Year, and 
Family of the Year.  Please plan to 
join us and to help thank these out-
standing individuals.   
 

At the beginning of March, the old 
Admission, Formation and Knight-
hood Degree were discontinued  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
and the new Charity, Unity, and 
Fraternity Degree took their 
place.  Having witnessed several 
of the new degrees conducted so 
far, the new degree is not only im-
pressive to me as a member but 
gives new meaning to our exist-
ence as a “Family” Fraternal Ser-
vice Organization.  Family mem-
bers and friends can now witness 
the true beauty of this degree and 
have a better understanding of our 
mission. 
 

Lastly, I want to recognize and 
thank my Brother Knights and 
Councils who have taken the initi-
ative to invite Catholic men and 
their families to become a part of 
our Knights of Columbus family.  
If we are to ensure that our hon-
ored Order exists for future gener-
ations, we must continue to grow 
our councils.  Please continue to 
invite men and their families to 
join us.   
 

In closing, please remember that 
by putting your Faith into Action, 
you are Serving Christ by Serving 
Others! 
 
Vivat Jesus, 

Dale 

  

Honored to have our Worthy Supreme 
Chaplain and Archbishop of Baltimore, 
Archbishop Lori as the Keynote Speaker 
at the Catholic Men’s Conference held 
at St. Joseph’s Church sponsored by 

Pangborn Council. 
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Obituaries of Virgil C. Dechant, former supreme knight of the 
Knights of Columbus who died at age 89 on Feb. 16 at his 
home in Leawood, Kansas, were factually correct but superfi-
cial. Dechant was a much larger man, with far more influence 
on the Church than merely listing dates, offices held and hon-
ors bestowed can suggest. 
 

Joining creativity to love of tradition and business acumen, he 
shaped a profoundly Catholic organization suited to changing 
times. The question for the Knights of Columbus now is 
whether it can rise to the contemporary challenge of relevance 
put to it by a secular culture radically opposed to what it 
stands for. 
 

In a way, of course, the Knights have been here before. 
At the urging of a young parish priest, Father Michael 
McGivney, whose cause for beatification and canonization is 
currently under consideration in Rome, a small group of Irish-
American men met in February 1882 in the basement of a 
New Haven, Connecticut, church. Three years earlier, a news-
paper had headlined a story about the same church: “How an 
Aristocratic Avenue Was Blemished by a Roman Catholic 
Edifice.” The men had come together to launch a new organi-
zation as a bulwark against anti-Irish, anti-Catholic bigotry 
like that. 
 

The name chosen for the new group was Knights of Colum-
bus. Selecting Columbus as patron sent a message: “We 
[Catholics] got here [America] before you [Protestants] did.” 
Many fraternal organizations of those times have withered 
and died, but the Knights survived and flourished. Combining 
religion and patriotism was a brilliant move that made the 
group, in the words of a historian, “a classic instance of a mi-
nority’s drive to assimilate 
 

Years later, out in Kansas, a young man named Virgil 
Dechant joined the group. Laid up after an accident, he  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

noticed that, family aside, most of those who dropped by to 
cheer him up were his brother knights. Motivated now, he 
began his rise through the organization’s ranks, eventually 
becoming the top knight in Kansas. In 1967, by now a suc-
cessful businessman and wheat farmer, he went to New Ha-
ven as supreme secretary. Ten years later, the directors elect-
ed him supreme knight, the position he held until retiring in 
2000. 
 

Membership and insurance soared in those years, while busi-
ness and investment success made the Knights an important 
source of financial support for popes, bishops and innumera-
ble Catholic groups. Locally, many pastors became increas-
ingly aware of the Knights as a can-do group whose mem-
bers were always ready to lend a hand to parish projects. 
 

Even more important, the Knights imparted much-needed 
stability to the Church during the troubled years after the 
Second Vatican Council. While others fretted about what it 
meant to be Catholic, these men knew the answer and, at 
their best, sought to exemplify it. 
 

At the same time, the group showed it could move with the 
times. Hence its strong commitment to the pro-life move-
ment and the defense of family life. That openness to adjust-
ments has continued under Dechant’s successor, Carl Ander-
son, as illustrated by recent changes in the Knights of Co-
lumbus’ ceremonial garb and ritual, for many years consid-
ered virtually untouchable. 
 

Today, challenges to things dear to the Knights of Columbus 
are on the rise again. Fidelity to Catholic values, the glue 
holding the group together from the start, has situated this 
historically assimilationist and American group in opposition 
to powerful secular forces on life issues, marriage and reli-
gious liberty. Columbus sometimes sailed on rough seas. As 
the secular environment becomes increasingly hostile, the 
Knights may be doing the same. 

Knights continue to help the 
Church navigate rough waters 

 

By Russell Shaw, Catholic Bookstore, February 24, 2020 
 

In a guest column with Our Sunday Visitor, former Columbia columnist Russell Shaw looks at how Past 
Supreme Knight Virgil Dechant and the Knights of Columbus has and continues to help the Church 

and the faithful meet today’s challenges. 

 

https://www.osvnews.com/byline/russell-shaw/
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.net) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we enter March your council should 
have already scheduled a Delta Church 
Drive for the spring.  If you have not, it 
isn’t too late to speak with your Pastor 
and schedule it.  Make sure you have 
ordered the Delta Church Drive kit from 
Supreme so you have all the materials 
you need for your drive.  The kit is free 
to those councils that have been trained.  
Most councils in Maryland have been 
trained but there are still councils that 
have not received the training from Su-
preme Regional Training Director Steve 
Cohen.  The next scheduled training 
will be held on March 11 at 7:00 pm 
using GoToMeeting.   Registration will 
open on February 23 and Grand Knights 
must register by emailing Steve with his 
State, Full Name, Council Officer Posi-
tion, Council Number, and Membership 
Number. 
 

The Delta Church Drive is a much soft-
er, simpler way to conduct a church 
drive.  It doesn’t require setting up a 
table, trying to get people to come speak 
with you, or even chasing prospects out 
into the parking lot.  It only requires 
that you hand out a prayer card and Pro-
spect Card to everybody entering Mass, 
have someone (preferably the Priest) 
give a prepared announcement about the 
drive, and having the priest lead the 
prayer that you handed out before Mass.  
Then you collect any cards as people 
leave the church.  But, here’s the key…. 
after you collect the cards you need to 
enter the prospect name and email  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
address into your council’s Online Pro-
spect Form that you have had set up by 
Supreme.  That way he will get an imme-
diate email from the Grand Knight thank-
ing him for his interest and weekly 
emails from Supreme with information 
about the Knights of Columbus and in-
formation on how to join.  To request an 
Online Prospect Form for your council, 
fill out the Online Prospect Form Request 
at info.kofc.org/pagerequest.  The Delta 
Church Drives have a history of success. 
 

Remember that recruiting is a year-round 
activity.  We should be asking men and 
families to join us at every opportunity.  
It is important to make sure that your 
council members are properly prepared 
to be recruiters, though.  I recommend 
that you take some time—maybe at a 
council social meeting—to review with 
your membership the important things to 
know to effectively recruit someone.  
The most important thing is that each 
member can talk about things that your 
council does.  It’s nice to know about the 
Knights of Columbus and how many 
hours of service we give and how much 
money we donate each year as an Order, 
but potential members want to know 
what you are doing right at home.  So, 
make sure your members are able to 
speak about specifically what your coun-
cil does.   
 

Remember that those fish fries and pan-
cake breakfasts are fun but it’s more im-
portant that we can talk about what we do 
with the proceeds from those events.  We 
are using them to give coats to children 
that don’t have any or to feed the home-
less or to help build a house for a home-
less veteran.  That’s what the prospect 
wants to know—how he can help in his 
community.  And remember to tell him 
what he gets out of being a member.  
People don’t want to be “got.”  (As in, I 
“got” a new member).  They want to 
know how they can benefit.  And the 
benefits are many depending on the indi-
vidual.  It could be growing in his faith; 
becoming a better husband and father; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

giving back to the community; helping 
youth become better members of socie-
ty.  Whatever he’s trying to get, we can 
help him get it. 
 

Remember that you need to follow up 
with any prospect you speak with.  He 
may have every intention of joining but 
life gets in the way and he may forget 
to get back to you.  If you follow up 
with him after a few days to a week, he 
will know that you care and are inter-
ested in having him become part of 
your council.  That follow up could 
very well be all that is needed to get 
him to join.  And make sure you get 
him to a degree as soon as possible 
once he decides he wants to join.  That, 
too, tells him that it’s important to you 
to help him join.  If you don’t act 
quickly, he may start to think that it’s 
not important to you and he may 
change his mind.  And with the new 
exemplification there is no reason that 
every council can’t have its own degree 
team and conduct a degree as needed.  
It will be much more meaningful to 
hold the exemplification at your own 
parish with your own priest and in the 
presence of people the candidate may 
already know. 
 

Finally, remember that growing our 
councils is vitally important to ensure 
that they continue to be vital organiza-
tions and can continue to do the things 
they do for the parish and the commu-
nity.  There is nobody else that can do 
all that we do so focus on making your 
council better so it can continue to pro-
vide the important charitable activities 
that it does. 
 

I, and the entire membership team, 
are available to help you with your 
council growth activities. All you need 
to do is call. 
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It’s almost time for our Founders Day Mass, attend one 
of the most inspiring events of the year.  On March 29th

 

 the State team hosts the Founders Day Mass and 
Awards Dinner.  These awards are to honor the: 
 

• Catholic Teacher of the Year,  

• Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) Teacher 
       of the Year,  

• Citizen of the Year,  

• Law Enforcement Officer of the Year, Firefighter 
       of the Year,  

• Emergency Medical Technician of the Year,  

• Family of the Year. 

 
THIRD PERIOD PROGRAM REPORTS THAT COV-
ER DECEMBER 1 THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2020 
ARE DUE TO THE STATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
NO LATER THAN MARCH 5, 2020.  Now is the time 
to get your reports together, get them to your District 
Deputy for his signature and to me by March 5th.  
 
The First Reporting Period is March 1, 2020 through 
August 31, 2020.  This is the only reporting period that 
covers six months.  Now may be the time to think about 
the end of this fraternal year and the beginning of the 
next fraternal year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Faith Activities Director Lou Woods – Lent is here 
why not consider a Lenten Spiritual Reflection.  Wheth-
er you run your own program or coordinate a council trip 
to a local retreat or men’s conference, this required pro-
gram grounds your council with a period of faithful re-
flection we all need.  
 

Family Activities Director Mike Little – Celebrating 
family life and encouraging time together is an essential 
aspect of our Catholic faith.  Be sure to look on your 
council’s calendar and secure a week to plan activities 
for families to bring everyone together through fellow-
ship, faith and fun. 
 

Community Activities Director Terry Waters – The 
Maryland State Basketball Free Throw Competition is 
scheduled for March 22nd beginning at 11:30am at Arch-
bishop Spalding High School.  Moms and Dads are al-
ways welcome to serve as volunteers!   
 

As a reminder – Your council should fill out the Colum-
bian Award Form (#SP7), the March for Life report 
Form (#10697) and Special Olympics Award Form 
(#4584). 
 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the Spring Meeting 
on March 7th. 
 

Fraternally, 

Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

 



 Maryland State Council                                                                            March 2020 

Volume 2, Issue 9 www.kofc-md.org Page 11 

Visit our page and Like us on Facebook - The Ladies of the Maryland Knights of Columbus 2019 

FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I am writing this on the Eve of 

Ash Wednesday pondering on 

what I should say as I am 

searching on the computer look-

ing for items for my future 

daughter-in-law’s 40th birthday 

coming up this weekend. Yester-

day Dale and I were at the Maryland March for Life 

event in Annapolis and a man spoke about 40 Days for 

Life. It is an effort to end abortion through 40 days of 

prayer outside a Planned Parenthood or Abortion facility. 

They have saved thousands of babies! So I decide that I 

will research the number 40. 

 
The number 40: 
 

• 40 appears in Scripture 146 times, 

• God flooded the earth for 40 days & nights, 

• The Bible was written by 40 different people, 

• There are 40 days of Lent (don’t include 

Sunday’s) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I read an interesting article recently titled DO NOTH-

ING FOR LENT. Well that caught my eye. It was writ-

ten by a priest, and his thought is that we are constantly 

busy with our day to day activities, and that it might just 

good to just sit and listen to the Lord. I am thinking that 

that might be the place to do this in Eucharistic Adora-

tion. I think most churches offer this at least once a 

week. I found a list of some great ideas I hope to incor-

porate into my Lenten season: 

 

• Cut back on a luxury like Starbucks and do-

nate that money saved to a local charity, 

• Take something on for 40 days like write a 

letter or call 40 people that are important in 

your life, 

• Do 40 acts of kindnesses, 

• Pray for someone sick or struggling, 

• Read a daily reflection, 

• Volunteer at your Church or with your Council 

& Ladies Auxiliary, 

• Attend a Fish Fry - A Catholic Tradition, 

• Bring food to an elderly neighbor, 

• Attend Stations of the Cross. 

 
I hope each of you has a Blessed Lenten Season! 
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NEW EXEMPLIFICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On January 16, 2020, the 
Supreme Council sent an 
email to every council in 
the USA and Canada with 
a link to the script for the 
new ceremony.  The Ex-
emplification of Charity, 
Unity and Fraternity is 
the new Council-level 
public ceremony and re-
places the previous Ad-
missions, Formation and 
Knighthood ceremonies.  
This article provides 
some background infor-
mation and addresses 
some of the frequent 
questions.  Please contact me if your 
council does not have the new script or 
if you have further questions. 
 

The Supreme Knight highlighted this 
ceremony update as a decisive turning 
point for our Order.  In the 19th century, 
the elements of secret ceremonies and 
progression through ceremonies of rank 
were essential elements of fraternal or-
ganizations. Early leaders of our Order 
adopted these aspects because they 
were appealing to the 19th century men 
in their parishes.  In today’s world, the 
Supreme Knight points out that these 
aspects of our ceremonies have become 
impediments to drawing in new fami-
lies and advancing current members.  
More importantly, they are not core 
elements of our lay mission in the 
Church.  
 

The Supreme Ceremonials team re-
viewed every version of the ceremonial 
scripts from the 1880s to today.  Filter-
ing the scripts down to only the mes-
sages of charity, unity and fraternity 
produced the material that forms the 
new Exemplification of Charity, Unity 
and Fraternity.  This ceremony is pre-
sented by your council team in a public 
forum with the script available to read 
from. The ideal setting is to conduct the 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ceremony in church immediately 
following Mass with the families, 
and in fact the congregation, wel-
comed to view the presentation, then 
join in a reception or meal to com-
plete the event. 
 

The public nature of this new cere-
mony is one of its greatest benefits.  
This enables our current and new 
families to witness the ceremony, it 
provides our clergy with a public 
demonstration of our dedication to 
our Catholic faith, and is an excel-
lent introduction to the congregation 
who may not know the history and 
mission of the Knights. 
 

Common Questions 
 

Where do I start?  If your council 
does not have the script, please con-
tact me immediately.  Next, meet 
with your Chaplain, order supplies, 
and select team members. The new 
ceremony requires the use of cere-
monial baldrics.  If your council 
does not have 5 ceremonial baldrics, 
they are available from The English 
Company. A suitable crucifix is 
available from Knights Gear or this 
site.  The link to the baldrics is: 
https://www.kofcsupplies.com/Item/
C2  Ceremonial Baldric-Gold/White 
$29 each. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Work with your Chaplain 
to schedule the ceremony. 
In the interim, recruit new 
members, practice the cere-
mony, and publish an-
nouncements of the new 
public ceremony in your 
parish bulletin, school 
notes, etc.   
 

Adoption of the Exemplifi-
cation of Charity, Unity 
and Fraternity should 
have been completed by 
the end of February. Cur-
rent Knights pledged to 
preserve the secrecy of pre-

vious ceremonies for the rest of their 
lives.  These pledges remain in effect.  
Focus instead on our path forward – 
especially at a time when our Church 
needs us more than ever in my lifetime. 
 

Robes and other materials from the pre-
vious versions of the ceremonies should 
be disposed of in a manner that does 
not identify the material, or remnants of 
the material, as part of the Knights of 
Columbus. Standby for guidance from 
Supreme on old scripts. 
 

Again, please do not hesitate to contact 
me if you have further questions during 
this transition to the Exemplification 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. 

Exemplification Ceremony Change: by State Treasurer Chris Powers (ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com) 

COMING IN MARCH 
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TRI-CHAPTER  DINNER AND HONOREE NIGHT 
February 1, 2020 

Baltimore Chapter 
Santo Di Francesca, PCP 

Seton Chapter 
Michael Jacobs, PCP 

Baltimore Chapter 
Thom Partenope, PGK 

McNamara Chapter 
Fr. Joseph Jenkins 

* H O N O R I N G * 
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In a nation whose citizens are divided by reli-
gious creed, race, and political affiliation...the 
lines of fraction run deep. As intense as the 
controversies arising from these differing 
positions are, they are more like fractures on 
the surface of society resulting from an un-
derlying seismic rift.  The deeper, more fun-
damental split centers on divergent beliefs in 
God and the importance of religion for lead-
ing our lives, both as individuals and as a 
society. 
 

The American public and their representa-
tives function more and more as if God does 
not exist, or if he does, his existence does not 
matter.  There is a continuing effort to re-
move all influence of religion from public 
life, to limit religious freedom and restrict 
religious beliefs to private practice by build-
ing restraints and penalties into the nation’s 
political, legal and cultural structures.  The 
result is a growing, state-enforced practical 
atheism. 
 

When God is not considered relevant to pub-
lic life, there no longer are any absolutes.  
Disconnected from immutable standards, 
democracy becomes an unrestrained oligar-
chy with the many ruling in their own inter-
est.  Anything becomes possible. 
 

Today, sexuality is separated from marriage; 
abortion is rampant, acceptable even to the 
point of birth and beyond; assisted suicide is 
gaining legality; pornography, adultery and 
cohabitation are commonplace. The disdain 
for human life and the absurdity with which 
human nature is treated are the outcomes of a 
society that is becoming spiritually depleted. 
 

America is in a rapid religious decline.  In the 
early 1970s, 89% of the U.S. population iden-
tified as Christian, 62% as Protestant and 
27% as Catholic; only 6% said they had no 
religion.  The latest Pew Research Study 
found that in 2019, Protectants had dimin-
ished to 43% of the population and Catholics 
to 20%, while nones rose to 26%.  It is not 
just defections that are of concern, but at least 
among Catholics, there is a growing apathy 
toward religious obligations.  A Gallup poll 
showed that over the six decades from 1955 
to 2017, the percentage of Catholics who 
attended Mass weekly dropped from 75% to 
39%.  Further, today, 27% of the U.S. popu-
lation never attends any religious service. 
 
 
 
 

The combination of religious defections 
and apathy among those who remain has 
a large segment of society to morph into 
extreme secularism. The religiously-
committed and the religiously-indifferent 
have very divergent perspectives on the 
purpose and value of human existence.  A 
person who believes that life on earth is 
transitory and that one will spend an eter-
nity in heaven or hell depending upon 
how that life is lived will make vastly 
different choices than one who believes 
that the here and now is all there is. 
 

Religiously-committed people over-
whelmingly uphold the sanctity of human 
life, maintain the traditional view of mar-
riage as only between one man and one 
woman, and promote religiously-formed 
consciences to guide one’s public actions.  
In contrast, the religiously-indifferent for 
the most part support abortion, euthana-
sia, and religion as a strictly private mat-
ter totally irrelevant to public policy.  The 
two groups conflict not only theological-
ly, but clash culturally and politically, as 
well.  The gulf between belief and unbe-
lief has no middle ground, no room for 
compromise.  It borders on the unbridge-
able. 
 

Too many Catholics today are in the van-
guard of the religiously-indifferent.  They 
relegate their faith to an occasional Mass 
and the rest of the time live as if God has 
no effect on their lives.  Catholic politi-
cians oppose Church teachings, while 
proclaiming they are doctrinally faithful.  
Catholic voters support candidates who 
favor abortion and euthanasia.  Further, 
guidance from the clergy has been weak.  
Priests have been reluctant to speak about 
moral implications of political issues, 
while statements of the hierarchy often 
have not distinguished between matters 
of doctrinal certitude and of social justice 
on which there can be legitimate differ-
ences of opinion.  Abortion and climate 
change are not doctrinally equal. 
 

True faith is more than a set of dogmas to 
be accepted; rather it is a way of life 
whose ends are not the temporal comforts 
of this world, but the fulfillment of why 
we were created, to gain an eternity with 
God.  It is only when Catholics – and  
 
 
 

Christians in general -- truly practice their 
faith that society will change. Catholics must 
be re-evangelized: to learn once again, if 
they ever knew, what it means to be Catho-
lic; to understand the timeless truth of its 
doctrines; to develop the moral values and 
commitment to live their lives in accord with 
the faith. 
 

While leadership from the pulpit is neces-
sary, priests and religious alone cannot re-
shape society.  They are not in the offices 
and stores, factories and laboratories, unions 
and professional associations, media organi-
zations and judicial chambers, where secu-
larism is rampant, where God is a non-
entity.  It is here that laymen can evangelize 
from within.  Today, Catholic lay activism – 
laymen guided by the truths of the Gospel 
acting in the world – is needed.  The laity, 
acting in their individual capacities, can 
have an effect, one person, one locality at a 
time. 
 

Although action is necessary for societal 
change, by itself it is insufficient.  It must be 
accompanied by prayer in order to center the 
action on what God intends us to do.  We 
must strengthen our devotion to the Mass, 
the rosary, Marian hours of prayer, retreats, 
spiritual readings, Eucharistic adoration, and 
other means to connect with the will of God.  
Otherwise, the work, built solely upon a 
human foundation, will fail, undermined by 
the superficiality and distractions of modern 
life.  As stated in Psalm 127: “Unless the 
Lord builds the house, its builders labor in 
vain.” 

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

A Fractured Nation In Need of God 
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For more information or to place your order, please contact Barton & Cotton at: 
rps.bartoncotton.com 
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Volunteers Are Needed! 
 

Questions  -  Call or Email 

Walt Williams, 410-692-6461, wjw5115@hotmail.com 

Brian Trott, 443-370-6691, brtrott@gmail.com 
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Continued On Next Page 

 

Maryland State Council  
Knights of Columbus  

 

 OCEAN CITY GOLF CLUB  
    11401 Country Club Dr. 

   Berlin Maryland 
 

 Thursday, April 30, 2020 
            Four Man - Best Ball  

            11:30 AM Lunch  
                 12:30 PM Shotgun Start 

    

$80.00 per person includes:    
Green Fees, Cart, Hot Lunch,    
Prizes & Beverages on Course  

Any questions call Paul Weber  
410-879-0558 or email apaulweber@verizon.net 

Foursomes are limited!  Reservation and 
payment must be made no later than April 16th.  

Send check payable to: Maryland State Council Convention Fund 
Mail to: Paul Weber   2223 Larchmont Drive   Fallston Md. 21047  

___________________________________________________________ 

(please print)      Name                          Council        Telephone # or email 
 
 
Team Captain _____________________________   ________        ___________   __________@_____ 
 
Player #2      _______________________________   ________        ___________   _________ @_____ 
 
Player #3     ________________________________   ________       ___________   _________ @_____ 
 
Player #4    _________________________________  ________       ___________   __________@_____ 
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 DATE       EVENT 
 

 

01 First Sunday of Lent 

 02 121st
  Anniversary of the Institution of the  

  Maryland State Council 

07 State Council “Spring” Meeting 

08 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

 14 Maryland District 4th Degree Exemplification 
17 St. Patrick’s Day 

20 First Day of Spring 

21 Catholic Men’s Conference 

22 Basketball Free Throw - State Competition 

25 The Annunciation of the Lord 

29  Founder’s Day Mass & Reception 

 30 16th Annual National Catholic Prayer Breakfast 

MARCH - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 



 Maryland State Council                                                                            March 2020 

Volume 2, Issue 9 www.kofc-md.org Page 25 

Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
STATE NEWSLETTER 

  

Official Publication of the  
Maryland State Council 

 

Published Monthly 
906-C Washington Road 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 
 

State Deputy ………………………Dale W. Trott 
dnltrott@verizon.net (410) 507-9772 

 

State Secretary ……………………Vince Grauso 
vgrauso@yahoo.com (410) 340-5216 

 

State Treasurer ……………Christopher L. Powers 
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com (301) 481-7208 

 

State Advocate ……………Anthony N. Salvemini 
a.ns@comcast.net (240) 472-7645 

 

State Warden ……………………John F. Winfrey 
JWinfrey@verizon.net (301) 345-3794 

 

Executive Secretary ……………Romeo Gauthier 
KofC-MD@verizon.net (443) 821-3811 

 
 

STATE NEWSLETTER 
 

Editor . . . . . . . . Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 
1706 Terrapin Hills Drive 
Mitchellville, MD 20721 

vhawkinsjr@aol.com 
(301) 336-0284 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 

 

 

 

 
http://www.kofc-md.org 

VISIT THE NEWLY 
DESIGNED 

MARYLAND STATE 
COUNCIL’S  WEBSITE AT 


