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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE HAVE TURNED 
the corner. The short-
est, darkest days of the 
year are slowly grow-
ing longer and lighter. 
Yet, in the cold of a 
winter’s night, it may 
be hard to envision the 
warmth and light of 
spring. 
 

It was amid darkness 
that the Savior was 

born. At first, the darkness of the crude stable where the 
incarnate Son of God entered the world was punctuated 
only by the flickering lights of candles and torches. Yet 
Jesus was born not merely in the dark of night but also 
amid the dark night of humanity’s sinful state. Despite 
God’s signs and messages spoken through prophets and 
kings, darkness seemed to reign over the good earth God 
had made. 
 

Was there any hope that the flickering lights in a rough 
Bethlehem stable could even be seen in the darkness, let 
alone overcome it? Was there any chance that the Child 
in the manger, born into the poorest of circumstances, 
was in fact “the light of the world” (Jn 8:12)? As the sto-
ry of Jesus’ birth unfolded, the night sky was brightly lit 
not only with stars but also with angels reflecting the 
beauty and brightness of the One who is “God from God 
and light from light.” And over this stable hovered a star, 
brighter than the rest, the star of the Epiphany, by which 
the greatness of the little Child was first revealed to the 
nations. 
 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it” (Jn 1:5). 
 

As the year 2020 dawns upon us, we may feel that dark-
ness still reigns over the world. Looking about, we see 
under cover of darkness a brutal disregard in society for 
the sacredness of human life — especially the lives of 
unborn children, the frail elderly and the chronically ill. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

We see amid the darkness many people living at the 
point of a sword for the faith that they profess. We see 
the sorry plight of immigrants and refugees. We live in 
a culture perpetually outraged, increasingly polarized, 
tragically plagued by violence. We see the darkness of 
sin in our Church, with the appalling abuse of children 
by some of its own leaders. We look with gloom as 
many, especially the young, forsake the light of faith 
for the false promises of a godless secularity. We also 
sense the darkness of sin lurking in our hearts and 
homes. We find how easily we prefer this darkness to 
the light of grace. 
 

Still, “The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness has not overcome it.” 
 

Could it be that even in our times the flickering light in 
the Bethlehem stable might still shine forth? The light 
of the Epiphany star heralded a light that would never 
fade. The light of heaven itself shone forth as the Holy 
Spirit descended upon Jesus during his baptism in the 
Jordan. Jesus, “the light of the world,” would manifest 
his Father’s glory in the power of the Spirit as he 
preached the Good News, healed the sick, expelled 
demons and cured the sick. “I have come to set the 
earth on fire,” Jesus said, “and how I wish it were 
blazing” (Lk 12:49). 
 

Our Savior ignited this fire upon the Cross, in the glo-
ry of his Resurrection and in his commission to the 
Apostles to spread the Gospel. And he ignited it, too, 
in our hearts on the day we were baptized “with fire 
and the Holy Spirit” (Mt 3:11). We should frequently 
ask ourselves: Is it still burning brightly? 
 

It does no good to bemoan the state of the world. Ra-
ther, the light of faith and zeal for the Gospel must 
burn in our hearts. Knights, like missionaries of old, 
are called to go and set the world on fire by charity, 
unity and fraternity. 

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 

 

THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS 
 

IN A WORLD OFTEN OVERSHADOWED BY SIN, THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST 
REMAINS OUR TRUE HOPE AND GUIDING LIGHT 
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Dear Brother Knights, 
 

The seventh installment in this 
series on Christian formation 
will focus upon charity.  When 
I think of unconditional love I 
recall the story of a poor wom-
an whose son was sentenced to 
life in prison for murder.  
When everyone was convinced 
of his guilt, she was the one 
person who never lost faith in 
her son.  Guilty or not, she 

loved him.  He insisted that he was innocent.  Since they were 
poor the court appointed a lawyer who quickly made a deal 
and manipulated the young man to take it.  The judge broke 
the deal and gave him the harshest of sentences.   
 

Years went by and most forgot about the case— but not his 
mother.  She worked long hours mopping floors and scrub-
bing toilets for minimum wage to raise money for a good 
lawyer and a new trial.  She spent twenty years in fatigue and 
tears but never losing hope.  When she had raised what she 
needed, she got him an attorney who found problems in how 
the initial trial was conducted.  Still most thought she had 
wasted her life for a scoundrel of no worth.  But to her, he 
was the whole world.  As it turned out, the evidence was mis-
handled and a follow up investigation ensued where another 
man was found to be the real assailant.  Her son was released 
from prison.  The one person to meet him when he passed 
through the gates was this woman older than her years but 

filled with joy.  She had her boy back again. 
This woman was a living parable of the Christ-story.  She 
sacrificed her life to liberate and save her son.  Such people 
show us the depth of unconditional love that God has for each 
of us as his child.  Along with all the other things shared by 
mothers and fathers, this may be the most important message 
to which they witness.  The mother in the story had few facts 
about the case.  Indeed, for all she knew, her son was guilty.  
He did hang out with the wrong people.  He had committed a 
few juvenile offenses.  He was no saint.  But she became a 
saint to save him.  She sacrificed herself not because she 
knew he was innocent, but because she loved him.  Our Lord 
lays down his life for the guilty.  Again, it has all to do with 
unconditional love. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Questions for Parents 

Connections with Each Other & God 
 

There is often a modern disconnect between parents 
and children that is quite disturbing. Children spend 
time playing with tablets or on the computer or lis-
tening to their music or watching TV but there is  
 
 

Continued On Next Page 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

 

• Your daughter comes to you in tears and reveals that 
she is pregnant out of wedlock?  Is your immediate 
response anger and condemnation?  Can your love for 
her and the unborn child overrule your anger and 
shame or would you counsel her to have an abortion 
and erase a mistake? 

 

• Your son adopts a swinging lifestyle.  Would you as a 
father boast about him “sowing his oats” or would you 
challenge him to be modest and to respect women as 
persons with dignity and as potential wives and moth-
ers? 

 

• Your son lazily hangs around the house and will not 
get a job.  Would you nag him and label him as a bum?  
Would you challenge him to step up, find self-respect, 
and give him assistance in moving forward? 

 

• Your teen drops out of school, starts drinking and tak-
ing drugs, hangs out with a dangerous crowd, and gets 
arrested.  Would you throw him out and disown him or 
would you seek intervention so that he might turn his 
life around? 

 

• Your kid tells you that he is gay or that she is a lesbian.  
Is your response riddled with words of derision and 
strong disappointment?  Do you turn your back on him 
or her? Do you affirm that there is still a place in your 
home and in the church for your kid?   Most Catholic 
people who identify as LGBTQ want help to preserve 
the faith and family bonds.  Do you know how to love 
someone even when you cannot support all of his or 
her actions?  Are you willing to witness Christ as one 
who will never abandon such loved-ones on their life-
journey?  

 

Unconditional Love That God Has For Us 
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Continued From Previous Page 
 

little or no dialogue in the home.  Increasingly parents 
and children are living separate lives even though they 
live under the same roof.  The issue with music is very 
telling.  When I sampled a listing of preferred songs from 
our confirmation teens a few years ago I was shocked at 
the level of vulgarity and obscenity in the lyrics.  When I 
brought the issue to parents there were two main respons-
es.  Some of the parents were surprised as they had no 
idea as to what their children were listening.  Generations 
earlier teens had huge speakers and stereos that an-
nounced to the whole neighborhood what music young 
people preferred.  Parents would shout, “Turn it down!” 
and “How can you listen to that garbage!”  Nevertheless, 
the music was tame compared to modern material.  Fe-
males today are called “b’s and hoes” and rape and mur-
der are regular themes in the provocative and angry mu-
sic.  Indeed, even the pop music drops the “f-bomb” and 
other obscenities.  Given that most music is downloaded 
as mp3s with no physical element like vinyl, tape or a 
disk— parents do not see what the kids are buying or pi-
rating.  Further, the new technology makes music enter-
tainment somewhat clandestine.  Music devices are the 
size of old matchboxes or just another application on 
phones.  Ear buds have replaced bulky earphones and a 
loud concert takes place in their heads while there is quiet 
in their rooms.  I urged parents to take note as to what 
their children were listening and to offer real guidance.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The response of surprise I expected.  However, there 
was also a response from parents I did not expect— 
some of them defended the musical choices of their 
teens and attacked me as being insensitive for offering 
a negative critique and possibly even racism against the 
black subculture.  Now it should be said that some of 
the vulgar music emanated from white singers and 
bands.  Nevertheless, instead of taking helpful criti-
cism, they went on the offensive.  Parents have to make 
a fundamental decision— when it comes to the moral 
development of children, are you going to be part of the 
solution or part of the problem?  I will continue this 
discussion next month. 
 

Here we are in a brand new year.  Can you believe it is 
2020?  It seems like yesterday we were entering the 
new millennium!  The Mid-Year meeting will be intro-
ducing some of the continuing changes coming down 
from Supreme as we try to find their place as Knights 
in this brave new world.  But remember we will always 
be Knights of Charity and that Christ will always be 
Lord.  Jesus is our rock when all else changes.  Do what 
you can on behalf of the sanctity of life as this is the 
month for the March for Life.  This is a cause that de-
fines us and from which we will never step down.  Pro-
claim the Gospel of Life!   

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 
State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My Brother Knights & Ladies, 
 

Linda and I hope your Christmas 
was filled with joy and happy 
times with family and friends.  We 
hope that 2019 was a prosperous 
year and that you will receive 
many blessings in 2020! 
 

My Brother Knights and Ladies, at 
a recent Supreme Convention, 
Pope Francis sent us his kindest 

regards, but more importantly, he sent us a valuable mes-
sage that we all should take to heart.  In his message, he 
reiterated that “the Knights of Columbus should know that 
they are the right arm of the church.” He also thanked the 
Knights for all of their hard work in charitable giving and 
especially mentioned the charitable outpouring of funds in 
support of the persecuted Christians in Middle East coun-
tries.  His Holiness went on to say that the church relies on 
the Knights to help grow and rebuild the church. 
 

If we are to continue the vision of Father McGivney, we 
must take to heart the message from our pope.  We all 
know someone that needs to be asked to come back to the 
church.  I ask that you not be afraid to ask, but to put your 
faith into action and lead by example.  Making a difference 
in one’s life, our society, and in our church can only have a 
positive impact.  Imagine seeing our church pews filled 
again to capacity or beyond!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is much work to be done in the world….Good and 
Necessary Work!  As Knights, this is what we are called 
to do each and every day.  Assisting whenever and wher-
ever needed and protecting those who cannot protect 
themselves.  This is our calling and we are proud to 
serve.  We do it to be better husbands, fathers, sons, 
neighbors, and Catholics.  We invest our time, our ef-
forts, and our resources into our values….Charity, Unity, 
Fraternalism and Patriotism! 
 

We all come from many places and backgrounds, and in 
various stages of our lives, but we are all of one faith.  A 
fraternity of men striving to better ourselves and our 
world.  It is one thing to say who we are, but it is another 
to live it.  Putting our values into action is what we do, 
and we do it best as a band of brothers known to all as 
the Knights of Columbus. 
 

Just as we must grow and rebuild our church, we must 
also continue to grow our honored Order by inviting 
Catholic men and their families to become a part of our 
Knights of Columbus Family.  My Brother Knights think 
about it, if every active Knight brought in one new mem-
ber, Maryland would be even stronger and have the abil-
ity to do even greater deeds in support of our church! 
 

In closing, please remember to check out the State 
Webpage for events and activities in and around the 
state.  May God Bless you and your families with many 
blessings in 2020 and please always remember that, by 
putting your faith into action, you are “Serving Christ by 
Serving Others!” 

REMINDER 

“MID-TERM” MEETING 
 

For 
District Deputies, District Wardens, Grand Knights & Deputy Grand Knights 

 

Continental Breakfast At 8:00 AM / Meeting Starts Promptly At 8:30 AM 
 

On 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2020 

At 
COLUMBUS GARDENS 

Cardinal Gibbons Council 2521 
4301 Klosterman Avenue, Nottingham, MD 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.net) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The midpoint of 
any activity is a 
good time to 
evaluate pro-
gress toward our 
goal.  As we 
pass the mid-
point of the fra-
ternal year, you 
should be as-

sessing your council’s progress to-
ward its goals.  These goals include 
membership as well as program 
goals.  Have you completed Faith in 
Action activities all of the four cate-
gories in each of the first two quar-
ters?  Have you done any of the re-
quired programs?  Have you invited 
men and families that aren’t mem-
bers yet to join you at the activities? 
How do you stand on your member-
ship goals?  As I write this, the state 
is 36.45% of our membership intake 
goal for the fraternal year.  I would 
have liked to be just a bit higher but 
I believe we can make a push in the 
second half of the year and reach 
that goal.  It’s time to put Maryland 
back onto the list of award winners 
again. 
 

Of course, it’s not about the awards.  
It’s all about bringing new members 
with new ideas into our councils.  
New ideas that will help us stay 
meaningful in our parishes and our 
communities.  New members to help 
us make more of an impact in our 
existing programs and reach more 
people that need us.  Remember that 
the people that help us don’t need to 
be members.  In fact, inviting non-
members to our programs will help 
them to see how relevant our Faith 
in Action program is to the lives of 
practical Catholics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you assess your council’s progress 
toward its goals remember to take a 
step back and look at the big picture 
of everything that is happening.  Have 
you conducted a Delta Church Drive 
in the first half of the year?  Did you 
get any prospects from the drive?  
Have you followed up with those pro-
spects and invited them to meet with 
the Admissions Committee and to 
join you at your council’s events?  
Have your programs been effective in 
attracting other members of your par-
ish to participate?  Have you been 
focusing on younger members? 
 

As you move forward into the second 
half of the year, you can still reach 
you established goals no matter where 
you stand now.  You just need to 
make a plan to accomplish it.  As you 
work on your plan, make sure you are 
including the key members in your 
planning.  As a minimum, you should 
be including your Membership and 
Program Directors.  You should also 
ask the Retention Chairman to be a 
part of the planning group because we 
want to make sure we engage our ex-
isting members at the same time.  
You may have some members with 
expertise in membership and pro-
grams that you would want to include 
as well.  The key is to get a group of 
people involved so you have more 
than just yourself to work that plan.  
The more people that are involved up 
front, the more buy-in you get from 
the outset. 
 

As I have spoken with Grand Knights 
and District Deputies over my term as 
Membership Director, a pattern I have 
noticed is that the most successful 
councils have an excellent relation-
ship with their Pastors.  As part of 
your plan, you should focus on  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
improving your relationship with 
your Pastor.  Whether you realize it 
or not, the best recruiter your coun-
cil can have is your Pastor.  I have 
noticed that when the Pastor speaks 
positively about the Knights—from 
the heart—men immediately be-
come interested. 
 

As you plan your membership 
growth activities, remember to in-
clude wives and families.  There is 
nothing secret about our Order and 
they should be fully aware of what 
we are about and what the man join-
ing is becoming a part of.  Include 
them in the Admissions Committee.  
Include them in your council activi-
ties.  They may bring something 
that you didn’t have and when they 
feel like an important part of the 
program, they will be more inclined 
to become a permanent part of the 
council. 
 

As you move forward into the sec-
ond half of the fraternal year, re-
member that the Membership Team 
is here to help you be successful.  
From growth opportunities and ac-
tivities to review and planning for 
the future, we can help.  All you 
need to do is ask. 
 

In closing, I wish each of you a very 
Happy, Prosperous New Year, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership 
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 Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

Happy New Year! 
 

The second period reports are now behind us and reading through them it struck me that we as Knights are doing a lot of 
great things to make our world a better place to live in.  From Coats for Kids to all the work we do with Special Olympics, 
speaking up for the unborn, not to mention all the fundraising we do to support the less fortunate in our communities.  You 
should be proud of the work you do.  Thank you! 
 

In moving forward, many councils are well on their way to making sure that they have done the “Required” activities in all 
four program areas by the end of the third reporting period.  The third period is December 1 – February 28, with reports 
due to me no later than March 5, 2020.  As a reminder for councils that may be behind, the Required Activity for Faith is 
“Spiritual Reflection” – plan your retreat soon!   The Required Activity for Family is “Consecration to the Holy Family” – 
an easy program to run, order your supplies from Supreme!  The Required Activity for Community is “Helping Hands” - 
another easy one because most councils do this type of activity already.  Last but not least, the Required Activity for Life is 
“Novena for Life” – this takes nine days to complete so don’t wait, do it now!  If you need help, your District Deputy is 
ready and willing to show you how to get these activities done. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all at the mid-term meeting on January 11, 2020.  There are a lot of new things coming your 
way that I know your councils are going to be excited about.  It’s going to be a great finish to a great fraternal year. 
 

One of the most inspiring ways in which we recognize those in our communities who are making a meaningful difference 
is through each of these great programs: Catholic Teacher, CCD Teacher, Citizen, Law Enforcement Officer, Firefighter, 
and EMT of the Year. Certainly you know someone or some family in your community who is deserving of one of these 
remarkable awards. Please submit your nomination to Program Director Stephen Bayliff by February 13, 2020. Additional 
details can be found on the Maryland State website. 

Special Olympics Super Plunger 
 

Please join Bryan Adamczyk in supporting Special Olympics Maryland by 
helping to fund his efforts as a Super Plunger! What’s a Super Plunger? Each 
January Special Olympics hosts the biggest cold water plunge in the nation 
and this winter it’s set for January 23-25, 2020 at Sandy Point State Park in 
Annapolis. A Super Plunger commits to raise a minimum of $10,000 by run-
ning into the frigid waters of the Chesapeake Bay once every hour for 24 
hours! It’s a crazy event but each year hundreds of fans of Special Olympics 
do that, while thousands of others raise funds by taking the dip once that day. 
 

As Knights throughout Maryland we are doing our best to support Bryan 
since he will be “officially” representing our Order at the Plunge. Please con-
sider making a donation by inserting the following link into your browser: 
https://support.somd.org/BryanKofCMD. This will take you directly to Bryan’s 
“Plunge Page” and enable you to contribute. 
 

Let’s cheer on Bryan as our Knights of Columbus Super Plunger and ensure 
that he reaches the goal of raising $10,000! And remember that all funds go 
directly towards supporting the outstanding athletes and programs involved 
with Special Olympics Maryland!  Vivat Jesus!  

https://support.somd.org/BryanKofCMD
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the wise men stepped out onto 
their journey to find the Christ 
child, we can only imagine their 
challenges and trepidations. But yet 
they went. They could have easily 
stayed where they were or asked 
others to go in their place. Yet they 
were called to this journey, just as 
you and I are called to our jour-
neys. Just as the wisemen experi-
enced hardships and discourage-

ment along their way, we too find our road is not always as 
smooth. We can feel that God is distant, especially when we 
are not sure where our life’s journey will take us.  
 

Then God sent them a sign ~ a star shining bright in the sky.  
They found great joy!  Think about how their hearts and 
minds must have felt more at peace! God had been with 
them and watching over them every step of their long jour-
ney.  We experience that great joy and peace when we take 
a moment to realize He is with us every step along the way.  
Even along our toughest roads, God being at our side is 
what helps to make our journeys more fulfilling. It is His 
promise to never leave us that helps to make our journeys 
more complete.  

 

At this time of year, I find myself reflecting on all those that 
God has put in my journey. I think about the joy and lessons 
that my parents taught me. As I visit their gravesite to give 
them their Christmas tree, I think about how they taught me 
my first prayers and to make God the center of my life. I 
think about my toughest roads, such as when my best friend 
passed away at age 26. I think about how I felt God called  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

her home way too soon. But I reflect on how she was 
kind and loving. She would open her home to anyone and 
was always there for a long talk. She was a blessing and I 
know God put her along my journey to give me these les-
sons. There are many others along my journey that have 
taught me so much and to experience so much to list, and 
I know that there are many more ahead.  

 

What about you?  Is God calling you to step out on a 
journey of faith?  Has He called you to sacrifice your 
time, your comfort, and your wealth?  We find our jour-
ney of faith is not always easy ~ just as the wisemen.  We 
must enjoy every step along the way, because it is these 
little steps that make our journey complete.  I think back 
on 2019 and thank each of you for being a part of my 
journey and look forward to many more adventures in 
2020 together. 
 

In addition, I want to thank you for the many shoe boxes 
filled for the Apostleship of the Sea at Christmas.  I will 
also be sending $30 to ALS in memory of Bill Kuchmas, 
PSD for the items purchased.  And the Little Sisters of 
the Poor will be receiving over $2,600 because of your 
generosity.   
 
  Happy New Year! 
God bless, 
 
Linda Trott, First Lady 
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STATE CHRISTMAS PARTY 
We Had A Christmas Party - The Whole Gang Was There, 

Including Santa. 



 Maryland State Council                                                                            January 2020 

Volume 2, Issue 7 www.kofc-md.org Page 11 

 

Star Council Grand Knights 
2018 - 2019 

 

   Council    Grand Knight 

      370 St. Patrick    Joseph Maurer 

    1965 Mount St. Marys College  Thomas Derosa 

    2427 Bishop Becker    Joseph Zammit, Jr. 

    6021 Father Burggraff   Calvin Anthony 

    9808 Monsignor John R. Pennington  Scott Ford 

  13295 Sedes Sapientiae   Jacob “Jake” Richard 

  14099 Resurrection of Our Lord  Gregory Strzempek 

  15084 St. Michael the Archangel  Alphonso DeJesus 

  16104 Our Lady of Victory   James Gouldin, Jr. 

  16611 San Juan Nuemann De Baltimore  Oscar Velasquez 
 

 
 

Father McGivney’s Dedication to 
the care of Knights’ Families is Visible Daily 

by these Brother Knights 
Teaming for the Star Councils 

 

  Marlowe Agency  Canter Agency  Callaway Agency 

  Bob & Julie Marlowe  Harry Canter   Robert & Laura Callaway 

  Larry & Wanda Messer          Steve Clites       Steve Upton 

     Sean FitzPatrick 

     Andy Gleeson 

     Robert Marlowe, III 

     Jonathan Rock 
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2nd
 Place - Elizabeth Smith - Council 11618 

1st
 Place - Isabella Stegemerten - Council 2427 3rd Place - Claire Deluna - Council 5208 

This year we had a record breaking number of entries, a total of 120 from about 38 Different Councils. When it came 
Time to Do the Judging all three categories had to go into a Second round of Eliminations. My Congratulations to 
everyone who participated. I enjoyed seeing what Keep Christ In Christmas means to our Talented, youth keep up 
the great work.  The winners in Grades 6-8, Age 11-14, Grades 3-5, Age 8-10 and Grades K-2, 5-7 are as follows: 
 

Grades 6-8, Age 11-14 

Continued On Next Page 

Keep Christ In Christmas Poster Contest Chairman   By: Larry Perkins (larryperk69@yahoo.com) 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

KEEP CHRIST 
IN CHRISTMAS 

2019 POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

KEEP CHRIST 
IN CHRISTMAS 

2019 POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 
Grades K-2, Age 5-7  

1st Place - Olivia Mooney - Council 7870  

2nd Place - Sydney D’Agostina - Council 1384 

3rd Place - Victory Iheanacho - Council 11787 

Grades 3-5, Age 8-10  

1st Place - Sofia Evans - Council 14011 

2nd Place - Kara Mentha - Council 7024 

3rd Place - Cody White - Council 1479  



 Maryland State Council                                                                            January 2020 

Volume 2, Issue 7 www.kofc-md.org Page 14 



 Maryland State Council                                                                            January 2020 

Volume 2, Issue 7 www.kofc-md.org Page 15 

 
 

 
122nd ANNUAL MARYLAND STATE CONVENTION 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2020 HOSPITALITY ROOM RESERVATION 
 

1. The room rate for a hospitality room is $129.00 per night, plus 10.5% room tax with a limit of 4 nights.   

      Thursday through Sunday.  This includes tips for housekeeping. 
 

2. Reservations must be made through www.mdkocconvention.org and click on Hospitality Room Request Form in       

      lower left-hand box. 
 

3. Those Councils, Assemblies, or Districts who had a room last year will have first option on the same room this  

      year with their deposit of $173.00.  The deposit includes the first night and the mandatory surcharge of $30 for  
      removal of the beds. 
 

4. The deadline to reserve your hospitality room is JANUARY 3, 2020. 

 

5. All hospitality rooms are located in the Atrium Exhibit Area of the Princess Royale and include 2 tables.  If you  

      require any additional tables, ice, etc., you can contact the hotel and they will be provided at an additional cost. 
 

6. Should you have any questions, you call Sherman Casey at (410) 944-5247. 

 

Hospitality Room Responsibility 

 

Under-aged youth have been known to visit convention hotels in order to obtain alcohol-
ic beverages.  This can cause a liability problem for both the State, and the local Council 
hosting the hospitality room. 
 
In an effort to protect all of our Councils, the convention badges of those conventioneers 
who are under 21 years of age will have a yellow stripe on the badge to signify those 
conventioneers are under 21 years of age.  All hospitality room workers are asked to in-
spect the convention badge to ensure that they serve alcoholic beverage only to those 21 
and over.  Violations could result in a loss of future hospitality room assignments. 
 
Please help the hospitality room managers by reminding all those to keep their conven-
tion badge displayed at all times. 
 

If you plan to have balloons in or around your hospitality room you 
cannot use helium or any other gas that will allow the balloons to rise 
to the ceiling. 
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In America, and indeed throughout the 
world, there is a diminishing respect for life 
in all its stages.  As a society, we prevent its 
beginning, manipulate the elements of con-
ception, create life in a laboratory and extin-
guish it in the name of research, destroy the 
child in the womb from the first moments of 
development through partial (and occasion-
ally full) birth, condone the taking of one’s 
own life, and assist others to exterminate 
themselves.  These acts are justified with 
terms like mercy, choice, tolerance, and per-
sonal rights, which mask the selfishness, 
materialism, lack of self-control and disre-
gard for others that exist.  This all-out offen-
sive against life brings the nation closer to 
being permeated by and accepting of a 
“culture of death.” 
 

Every January 22 or thereabouts, for the past 
47 years, since the U.S. Supreme Court le-
galized abortion, Catholics and people of 
other religious persuasions have joined in the 
National March for Life to try to stir the con-
science of the country to the consequences 
of this ruling.  From the time of the decision 
in Roe v. Wade in 1973, more than 60 mil-
lion children in the United States have been 
killed in the womb.  What a tragedy of epic 
proportions – 60 million children destined to 
be born in the image and likeness of God, 
destroyed by acts of their mothers’ free will 
and abetted by an infrastructure of death. 
While abortion is the most heinous attack on 
life, it is not the only one.  A reverence for 
life is assaulted through euthanasia, suicide, 
sterilization, homosexual acts, in vitro fertili-
zation, embryonic stem cell research, and 
contraception.  Each is an affront to man’s 
role as God’s partner in the fulfillment of 
creation through “pro-creating” in marriage 
other humans to “know, love, and serve God 
in this life, and to be happy with him in the 
next.” 
 

Euthanasia, whether it is forced for eugenic 
purposes as in the Holocaust, or for the con-

venience of others as in the case of Terri 
Schiavo’s starvation and dehydration, or 
is voluntary – which is only a palatable 
way to describe permissive suicide – is a 
declaration that some lives are not worth 
living.  It says that the utility of one’s life 
is to be judged solely by material consid-
erations, without recognition that man 
possesses a divinely-instilled dignity, 
regardless of one’s age, physical or men-
tal condition. 
 

Every human life, from conception to 
natural death, has value.  When we ignore 
the spiritual, decisions about abortion, 
euthanasia 
and suicide rest on social, economic and 
similar temporal factors, which can al-
ways be judged unusual enough or seri-
ous enough to outweigh competing mate-
rialistic considerations and allow the ter-
mination of a life.  This is the case with 
the use of embryonic stem cells, whether 
for research or therapeutic purposes.  In 
order to obtain the stem cells, human 
embryos are created and destroyed, which 
disregards the life that exists and violates 
respect for human dignity.  No intended 
good for others can justify the taking of a 
human life, even if it is in the first stages 
of development. 
 

While abortion, euthanasia and suicide 
destroy life, contraception and steriliza-
tion prevent life.  The latter are an abdi-
cation of responsibility for personal ac-
tions and allow free reign to one’s sexual 
urges.  They promote promiscuity with 
impunity.  Contraception removes the 
fear that may deter fornication and adul-
tery, behaviors which destroy the family, 
the basic unit of society.  Youths and 
unmarried adults who are sexually active 
cannot be expected to discard upon mar-
riage habits of libidinous behavior ac-
quired before their vows.  Contraception 
also is the precursor of abortion.  When 
artificial means of preventing birth fails, 
the next step is to terminate the life be-
fore it becomes viable. 
 

Contraception, sterilization, in vitro ferti-
lization, and the redefinition of marriage 
to include homosexual unions all violate 
God’s commands for marriage.  In Gene-
sis, it is written: “Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and his mother, and cling 
to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh,” and again, “Be fruitful and multi-
ply.”  In accord with these decrees,  

 

marriage has two purposes, unitive and gen-
erative, that is, to conjoin a man and woman 
in a lifelong commitment as husband and 
wife through a complete giving of each to 
the other, and for them to procreate and edu-
cate their children. 
 

Homosexual unions, contraception and steri-
lization all violate the generative aspect of 
marriage.  They are means of preventing 
birth from the union of a man and a woman.  
In vitro fertilization, in contrast, discards the 
unitive aspect.  As stated in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church, it “entrusts the life and 
identity of the embryo into…the domination 
of 
 technology over the origin and destiny of 
the human person.”  It tries to give life to 
children without the complete giving of a 
husband and a wife, each to the other.  Fur-
ther, in its application in vitro fertilization 
requires multiple embryos to be created.  In 
a businesslike approach, only the most via-
ble ones are implanted, while the others, 
each of which is the beginning of a life, are 
discarded or frozen for future use. 
 

One must not only abstain from these many 
anti-life activities but must oppose them as 
acceptable practices in society.  Tolerance in 
these matters is not a virtue.  Tolerance only 
encourages these practices, and others, to 
proliferate.  Planned Parenthood of Indiana, 
for example, marketed gift certificates dur-
ing the Christmas season several years ago 
that could be used for contraceptive services, 
examinations, medications and abortions.  
LeRoy Carhart, the Maryland-based, late-
term abortionist, offers women remembranc-
es of their aborted babies.  The destruction 
of life is viewed as an admissible commer-
cial activity. 
 

Not bringing one’s faith into establishing 
public policy and a culture that repudiates 
immoral, anti-life acts is implicitly acknowl-
edging that these behaviors are socially ac-
ceptable and that they are no more right or 
wrong than restraint from these practices. 
 

As Catholics, and as Knights of Columbus, 
we should work to protect and strengthen the 
family, promote personal responsibility and 
accountability for one’s actions, and renew 
in society a reverence for life in all its stag-
es, from conception to natural death.  We 
must help to create a reverence for and a 
culture of life.  Join your brother Knights on 
the Mall in Washington, DC on January 24 
for the National March for Life.  Stand and 
be counted. 

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

Stand and Be Counted 
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Come to the 2020 National March for Life 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These People Are Counting On You! 
 

March with the Maryland Knights of Columbus 
at the 

2020 National March for Life 
 

• Friday, January 24, 2020, Washington, DC. 
 

• Meet on the National Mall at 14th Street N.W. (at Madison Drive), 
between 10:15 and 10:45 AM. 

(Nearest Metro station:  either SMITHSONIAN or FEDERAL TRIANGLE) 
 

• Look for the BIG BLUE Maryland KofC FLUTTER FLAG. 
 

• At 10:45, we will move as a group to the staging area to watch the 
program. 

 
“Society as a whole must respect, defend and promote the dignity of every human person, 

at every moment and in every condition of that person's life.”     
--John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae 
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        DATE                 GENERAL 
 

 

01 New Year’s Day 

06 Epiphany 

11 State Council “Mid-Year” Meeting, Columbus Gardens 

20 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

24 March for Life, Washington, DC  

25 Polar Bear Plunge, Sandy Point State Park, Annapolis, MD 
    

 
 

 DATE                        ADMISSION DEGREES 
 

  

07 Belair Council 4714, Belair, MD 7:30 PM   

07 Westminster Council 1393, Westminster, MD 7:30 PM   

07 Fr. McManus Council 7941, Chester, MD 7:30 PM  

08 Cardinal Gibbons Council 2521, Nottingham, MD 8:00 PM  

11 Fr. Sebastien De Rose Council 13091, Valley Lee, MD 10:00 AM 

 13 St. Michael the Archangel Council 15084, Silver Spring, MD  7:30P 

13 St. Joan of Arc Council 12054, Ridgley, MD 7:30 PM 

14 Dr. John H. Griffin Council 2293, Waldorf, MD 7:30 PM 

16 St. Louis the King Council 11898, Ellicott City, MD 7:30 PM   

16 Fr. Horace McKenna Council 11024, Germantown, MD 8:00 PM 

16 Fr. Bernard Harding Council 12180, Jessup, MD 7:30 PM  

16 St. Andrews by the Bay Council 11552, Annapolis, MD 7:30 PM 

20 Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe Council 11372, Abingdon, MD 7:30 PM  

21 Calvert Council 7870, North Beach, MD 7:30 PM 

21 St. Ignatius of Loyola Council 11815, Ijamsville, MD 7:30 PM 

22 St. John Francis Regis SJ Council 7914, Hollywood, MD 7:30 PM 

22 Msgr. Raymond Kelly Council 10966, Pasadena, MD 7:00 PM 

22 Monsignor Wells Council 13008, Silver Spring, MD 7:45 PM 

23 Fr. Peter Boyle Council 12254, Bowie, MD 7:00 PM 

23 Pangborn Council 1365, Hagerstown, MD 7:00 PM   

23 St. John the Baptist Council 11106, Silver Spring, MD 7:30 PM 

27  Prince Georges Council 2809, College Park, MD 8:00 PM 

29 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council 17192, Hyattsville, MD 7:00 PM 

  (IN SPANISH)  

 29 Fr. O’Neill Council 4011, Lutherville, MD 8:00 PM 
 30 San Juan Neumann Council 16611, Baltimore, MD 7:00 PM 
  (IN SPANISH) 
 30 St. Pius X Council 4076, Forestville, MD 7:00 PM 

 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

JANUARY - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
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       CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
 
 DATE   FORMATION DEGREES 

 
08 St. Phillip Neri Council 14612, Linthicum, MD 7:30 PM 

11 Fr. Sebastien De Rose Council 13091, Valley Lee, MD 

  (FOLLOW FIRST DEGREE) 

21 Rock Creek Council  2797, Bethesda, MD 8:00 PM 

21 Calvert Council 7870, North Beach, MD (FOLLOW FIRST DEGREE) 

 21 Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe Council 11372, Abingdon, MD*:00 PM               
 22 St. John Francis Regis SJ Council 7914, Hollywood, MD 7:30 MD         
 23 Fr. Peter Boyle Council, Bowie, MD (FOLLOW FIRST DEGREE) 

 23 Pangborn Council 1365, Hagerstown, MD (FOLLOW FIRST DEGREE) 

 

 DATE                     KNIGHTHOOD DEGREES 
 

17 Immaculate Heart of Mary Council 9968, Lexington Park, MD 7:30 PM 

 31 Rock Creek Council 2797, Bethesda, MD 7:30 PM 

 

 

CANDIDATES MUST ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO ALL DEGREES!!! 

CHECK STATE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES. 

JANUARY - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
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Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
STATE NEWSLETTER 

  

Official Publication of the  
Maryland State Council 

 

Published Monthly 
906-C Washington Road 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 
 

State Deputy ………………………Dale W. Trott 
dnltrott@verizon.net (410) 507-9772 

 

State Secretary ……………………Vince Grauso 
vgrauso@yahoo.com (410) 340-5216 

 

State Treasurer ……………Christopher L. Powers 
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com (301) 481-7208 

 

State Advocate ……………Anthony N. Salvemini 
a.ns@comcast.net (240) 472-7645 

 

State Warden ……………………John F. Winfrey 
JWinfrey@verizon.net (301) 345-3794 

 

Executive Secretary ……………Romeo Gauthier 
KofC-MD@verizon.net (443) 821-3811 

 
 

STATE NEWSLETTER 
 

Editor . . . . . . . . Vernon Hawkins, Jr. 
1706 Terrapin Hills Drive 
Mitchellville, MD 20721 

vhawkinsjr@aol.com 
(301) 336-0284 

301-350-7316 (FAX) 
 

Photographer . . . . . . . . .  John Fox 
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon 
Photographer . . . .Mel Washington 

 

LADIES  AUXILIARY 
 

Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . .  Beth Ward 
baward2006@gmail.com (301) 873-4015 

 

Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . . Cynthia Santiago 
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com (267) 252-5020 

 

EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 

 

 

 

 
http://www.kofc-md.org 

VISIT THE NEWLY 
DESIGNED 

MARYLAND STATE 
COUNCIL’S  WEBSITE AT 


