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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We often take the 
names of the various 
months of the year for 
granted. Take February, 
for instance. It is the 
shortest month of the 
year and purportedly 
the last one added to 
the Roman calendar 
(around 713 B.C.). The 
word February comes 
from the Latin, febru-
um— a word which 

means purification. Originally it may have referred to an 
ancient Roman purification feast held mid-month. For 
Christians, Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, 
a season of purification usually beginning in February. 
 

This year, Ash Wednesday doesn’t occur until February 
26th, and there is another way that we can regard February 
2020 as a month of purification. In the Church’s tradition, 
February 2nd, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
Jesus in the Temple, is also a feast of purification. It com-
memorates the event when, according to Jewish law and 
custom, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple for 
the customary rites of purification. Jesus, the all-holy Son 
of God made man had no need to be purified. But carried 
in the arms of his mother, who herself was preserved 
from all sin, Jesus undergoes the prescribed rites. 
 

Mary and Joseph are met at the Temple by the aged and 
holy Simeon, whose eyes of faith are as keen as ever. 
Filled with the Spirit, Simeon realizes that an extraordi-
nary event is taking place. The long-awaited Messiah en-
ters the Temple, his first encounter with his people. His 
arrival there attracts not only Simeon and Anna, the wid-
ow and prophetess, but perhaps even the Gentiles in the 
Temple area. Jesus’ entrance into the Temple signals its 
purification and foretells the hour when he will again pu-
rify the Temple of those who were using it for their own 
unclean purposes. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In both the East and West, the Church solemnly cele-
brates the Presentation of the Lord. In the East, this 
feast is sometimes called Hypapante, a word that com-
memorates the first meeting of the Messiah with his 
people. In the West, this feast is sometimes called 
Candlemas Day, a day in which candles are carried to 
honor the newborn Christ as “a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and glory for his people Israel” (Lk 2:32). 
Because this event is not locked in the past but is ra-
ther a living mystery, we are challenged to welcome 
Christ anew into the temple of our hearts and the Tem-
ple which is the Church. His coming into our depths 
and into our midst signals and effects our purification 
from the darkness of sin and death. 
 

The Feast of the Presentation takes place every Febru-
ary, but this year it takes on a special significance as 
Pope Francis gathers with the leadership of bishops’ 
conferences from around the world to discuss the sexu-
al abuse crisis. For far too long has this crisis plagued 
the Church — wreaking havoc in the lives of victim-
survivors and scandalizing the faithful. Please God, 
may this important meeting be a grace-filled moment 
of purification for the whole Church. Let us pray, and 
pray fervently, that it will set a direction that, in God’s 
grace, will truly purify the Church of this great evil 
and set the Church on the path of authentic renewal, 
holiness and credibility. 
 

No single meeting and no set of measures, however 
effective in ensuring transparency and accountability, 
will be sufficient to deal with this crisis. At the end of 
the day, it is only the deep personal renewal of each 
member of the Church — beginning with its bishops 
— that will restore the Church’s beauty and vigor. But 
that renewal and purification must extend to every 
member of the Church, including the family of the 
Knights of Columbus. 
 

May februarius, the month of February, be the begin-
ning of that deep purification that will renew and beau-
tify the Temple of the Church  

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 

 

A MONTH OF PURIFICATION 
 

As we look toward Lent, the Feast of the Presentation signals the Church’s profound need for renewal 
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The eighth installment of this series 
brings to an end my extended message 
to our Knights about the importance of 
Christian formation in the family.  The 
family is the domestic church.  It is 
where we learn our faith and values.  
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI taught that 
the family is an icon for the Trinity.  It 
speaks to the mystery of interpersonal 
love and points to the divine love into 
which we are invited and which makes 
possible eternal life.   
 

More about Family Connections 
 

When computers and the internet first 
became fashionable, many concerned families placed the 
machines in family rooms to help avoid the temptation 
of watching pornography and other questionable sites.  
This helped both children and adults.  However, today 
every tablet and phone is essentially a portable comput-
er.  Indeed, many use them also as television sets.  How 
do families manage this technology in a way that pre-
serves the purity and decency of children?  Even with 
virus and parental guidance software, how do we bal-
ance a desire to be protective while not violating person-
al freedom?  These are the kinds of issues that families 
as people of faith should discuss. The catechetical in-
struction at school and in the parish can quickly be side-
lined or short-circuited by the non-Christian or anti-
Catholic formation of the secular media. Further, we 
must be cognizant of the traps laid by online predators.  
Having a phone was once regarded as a privilege given 
an older teenager. Today, even young children are being 
given devices, especially with the disappearance of pay 
phones.   Parents want a quick and easy way to stay in 
touch with their children.  Unfortunately, parents are not 
the only ones communicating with them. 
 

I have seen teens at gatherings run away from their par-
ents.  They complain about the rules with which they 
must abide.  Parents lament that their teenagers share 
little about their lives and refuse to talk with them.  It 
can be frustrating but parents should not surrender their 
power. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Do not give spoiled kids everything 
they want.  Witness to them responsi-
bility and good behavior.  Set down 
rules that have a definite purpose and 
never dictate in either a capricious or 
tyrannical manner.  Make your kids talk 
with you.  Keep insisting until they 
give in.  Do not be afraid to take away 
privileges when there is rebellion or 
misbehavior. 
 

We often hear the moral exhortation 
about not going through the motions of 
faith for show.  Generally speaking, 
this is good advice because God sees 

the truth about our faith level and the intentions behind 
all the things we do.  Nevertheless, when it comes to 
family and the home, parents should both in word and 
action repeatedly externalize their faith and values for 
the children to see.  This is no violation of humility, but 
rather an effort to establish a clear and positive pattern 
of living one’s Christianity in all the things we do. 
 

Show your children what it means to be a Christian man 
and woman, a husband and wife, and a father and moth-
er.  Do not be afraid of repetition.  This will help the 
youth to learn. Given the current scandals in the Church, 
many are rightly demanding transparency.  This quality 
is also vital in the family as any duplicity will steal the 
value of external witness.  As people of prayer, let the 
children see you pray and invite them to pray with you.  
Mothers and fathers alike have an important role to play.  
The father in Christian tradition is viewed as the priest 
of his home.  The children are his little flock.  He has a 
special obligation to protect and to nurture his family.  
He must insure that the children know their catechism 
and prayers.  The wife is imaged as Mother Church.  She 
has a role to play to insure their relationship with Jesus 
and to appreciate the twofold commandment of love in 
all its implications.  Just as disciples in the Church have 
many differing gifts, so too does the domestic church or 
the family.  Divine gifts are given to be used.  Each has 
a role to play in the family’s growth in holiness and 
grace. 
 

Continued On Next Page 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 
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Continued From Previous Page 

 
When children come to catechism class and they do not 
know their prayers, it is a sure bet that they are not pray-
ing at home.  Rather than condemning parents for their 
negligence, I urge them to see today as a brand new day.  
It is in Christ that wayward lives can be turned around.  I 
tell parents repeatedly, pray with your children. Convers-
ing with God— coming into communion or union with 
him— this is essential to remaining a believer. 
 

I would encourage our Knights and their families to save 
these eight special messages on faith formation.  Indeed, 
if you would like more on this matter of trying to instill 
faith and to save our children, I have a short booklet 
available entitled, Youth & Living as Missionary Disci-
ples.  It can be read in one sitting.  Here is an excerpt tak-
en from the booklet’s closing paragraph:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I can email a PDF or send a hard copy.  My address is 
Holy Family Parish, 12010 Woodmore Road, Mitch-
ellville, MD 20721. 
 

Ash Wednesday this year is February 26.  While it is 
not a holy day of obligation, get your ashes and make 
Lent a time of true repentance and spiritual renewal for 
you and your families.  It is the one time of the year 
when we most remember the dire price that our Lord 
paid so that our sins might be forgiven.  Sit down with 
loved ones during the season and watch a good film 
like The Passion or Jesus of Nazareth or The Greatest 
Story Ever Told.  The Fourth Wise Man, The Robe and 
Ben-Hur are also moving.  Maybe some of the councils 
could have a religious movie night for members and 
parishioners.  Getting the licensing is not all that hard.   
 

One of my favorite images during Advent and Christ-
mas is of Santa Claus kneeling before the manger.  The 
secular or profane bends the knee to the sacred and 
most real.  That being the case, there is no reason why 
the Easter Bunny cannot prostrate himself at the foot of 
the Cross.  Many blessings!         
 

--Father Joseph Jenkins (Pastor) 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 

 

“Their faith (our children) will increase and their 
discipleship will mature, not with a magical wave of 
Christ’s hand, but by their experience (as compan-
ions) of Christ’s fidelity to the Father, even unto the 
Cross. They, like us, are changed by walking with 
the Lord. Faith is indeed a supernatural gift, but it is 
mediated and nurtured by openness to the truth and 
a willingness to follow God where ever he might 
lead us. There is indeed a mystery here because for 
some faith seems to come easily in the midst of inno-
cence and for others it is polished and fashioned 
under the crucible of opposition, struggle and pain.”   
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 
State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s an exciting time for the Mar-
yland State Jurisdiction! Our Or-
der is facing a time of many 
changes and we are meeting 
those changes with enthusiasm. 
It’s a time where we as leaders 
and members of councils must 
become even more engaged and 
committed to the vision of our 
Founder, The Venerable Father 

Michael J. McGivney.  
 

How each council officer and member views his mem-
bership in his council and the Order can be positive or 
negative. Positive experience(s) will lead to members 
renewing their commitment to their council, but a nega-
tive experience will lead to members falling away. In 
order for councils to grow, we must embrace council, 
state, and Supreme programs and initiatives. We must 
“ENGAGE” our members by enhancing their member-
ship experience with the ultimate goal of ensuring that 
all members (including officers) have a positive mem-
bership experience and remain Knights for life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At our Mid-Year Meeting, we covered an enormous 
amount of materials; including the introduction of the 
“NEW DEGREE.” While there were many questions 
and comments, overall, the response was very positive. 
So positive, that many councils have already begun 
practicing and ordering the required paraphernalia. I 
have to believe that the enthusiasm generated at the 
meeting will carry over to our councils and result in a 
positive membership growth for a strong finish for this 
fraternal year.  
 

We must ensure that the Knights of Columbus remains 
on the cutting edge and making positive advancements 
which will shape our future. Like the lone fiber, one 
can be broken easily, but when joined together with 
the glue of a positive attitude, we can, without a doubt, 
make a difference in the world. Speaking of making a 
difference, Linda and I participated in the annual 
March for Life in Washington, DC and for the first 
time ever, a sitting President joined us on the Mall and 
spoke in support of Pro-Life. What an inspiring event 
for the history books.  
 

In closing, please always remember that when you put 
your Faith into Action, you are truly “Serving Christ 
by Serving Others!” 

 

Christmas Program Results 
 

I wanted to take a minute to share some results of the 2019 Christmas Program with you.  The pro-
gram did great this year – besides starting earlier, my sincerest thanks to our Chair-couple, Paul & 
Mary Messina, our Councils and Ladies Auxiliaries, and to Barton & Cotton.  Here are a couple 
highlights: 
  

• The Councils sold about $40,000 in Christmas products – more than double the amount 
raised in the 2018 program – Wow!  Kudos to all Knights and to the Ladies’ Auxiliaries 
for their hard work! 

• The net revenue to the Councils for this program was about $20,000 that can go to further 
Knights charities and other good works of our Order! 

• Puzzles and Ornaments continued to be popular favorites – especially the 3D orna-
ments.  We have already added 2 new 3D ornaments to our 2020 Christmas line and are 
looking for more ornaments and puzzles to do in 2020. 

• Christmas Cards were extremely popular as well, and the top designs are brightly colored 
and have plenty of enhancements like gold foil and glitter.   

 

My sincerest thanks to everyone! 

Dale 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.net) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we enter February, your council Fi-
nancial Secretary has already sent out 
second dues notices to those brothers 
that have not paid their dues.  Has your 
council’s Retention Committee met to 
discuss reaching out to those men?  Are 
they people that you haven’t seen in a 
while?  Or is it someone that probably 
just forgot to send in a check?  While 
membership retention is a year-round 
job, it is especially critical at this time 
of year that we make sure to touch base 
with those we haven’t seen in a while.  
Of course, you may have to explain why 
you are calling specifically at the time 
when dues are due and why he hasn’t 
heard from anyone before but it has to 
be done.   
 

Remember when you call a BROTHER 
that it is a fraternal call and not a bill 
collector’s call.  You should make sure 
that you speak with him about what’s 
going on in the council.  Talk about 
how much you miss him and how you 
would like to see him come back and 
help with an event.  Be ready with some 
things that are scheduled and see what 
he would like to help with.  Is there 
something that would be of interest to 
his family?  Maybe he would like to 
help with a youth or family event be-
cause he has a family and children.  
Maybe he would be a good person to 
help with a pancake breakfast or a Len-
ten Fish Fry.  Or maybe he would be 
interested in helping the council during 
a Faith event.  Whatever it is, try to  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
make a connection based on finding 
something the council is doing that 
would be of interest to him. 
 

Of course there is that little issue of his 
dues.  And if he’s in arrears for previous 
years that needs to be addressed as well.  
But the council has already paid the per 
capita for him and somehow managed to 
not go broke so why not consider waiv-
ing his back dues?  Maybe you could ask 
him to help with an event in return for 
waiving the back dues.  That could go a 
long way toward bringing him back.  If 
he sees that the council is willing to for-
give his past debt and welcome him back, 
he is more likely to be interested in re-
turning.  And when he does come back 
make sure that someone meets him and 
speaks with him.  Go out of your way to 
make him feel welcome and show him 
that you are happy to have him back.   
 

If your council doesn’t have a Retention 
Committee it is imperative that you form 
one right away and make contact with the 
“lost brothers.”  Remember that retention 
should not end when the dues collection 
period is over.  The Retention Committee 
needs to meet on a regular basis to re-
view the council roster and discuss ways 
to keep the members engaged and active. 
 

Remember also that copies of any Notice 
of Intent to Retain (Form 1845) with the 
Grand Knight’s original signature must 
be sent to the State Membership Director.  
Failure to do so will result in any suspen-
sion of these members being denied.  
This is a state procedure that has been 
approved by the Supreme Council.  This 
is not a hurdle created to make suspen-
sions harder.  It is a step taken to ensure 
that the Grand Knight is aware of the 
action so he can ensure that the Retention 
Committee has done its job prior to any 
potential suspension.  It is the right thing 
to do. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember, too, that March is the next 
Order wide Church Drive month.  It is 
time for you to make plans for the 
drive.  Start by speaking with your Pas-
tor to get a date on the calendar.  Check 
now to make sure you have the needed 
materials for a Delta Church Drive.  If 
your council hasn’t received Delta 
Church Drive training, IPSD Steve Co-
hen will be conducting training on Feb-
ruary 19

th
 at 7:00 pm via Go To Meet-

ing.  To participate, email your full 
name, council number, and member-
ship number to steve.cohen@kofc.org 
after February 3

rd
.  You must have 

completed this training to order the 
Delta Church Drive kit. 
 

Finally, remember to keep checking the 
Prospect tab in Officers Online.  Su-
preme sends an email to the Grand 
Knight and Financial Secretary when a 
man joins via Online Membership and 
chooses a council.  I also send an email 
to the Grand Knight and District Depu-
ty to make sure nobody gets missed.  
As I’ve said many times, these are free 
members that we didn’t have to do any-
thing to get so we should capitalize on 
them.  There are many men on the list 
that have been there for a year or more.  
Now is the time to check the Prospect 
tab for your council and reach out to 
any Online Member assigned to your 
council.  You should also add him to 
emails about council activities.  He 
may find something that interests or 
intrigues him and join you for the event 
or program.  If you feel the man isn’t a 
good fit for your council, contact me 
with the reason and we will find anoth-
er council for him. 
 

I, and the rest of the membership team, 
stand ready to help you be successful 
with your membership and retention 
efforts.  All you need to do is call. 

  

mailto:steve.cohen@kofc.org
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MEMBERSHIP AWARDS 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.net) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 DGK Bruce Blatchley - St. Katharine Drexel Council 1401                                                              GK George Hendrix - St. Columcille Council 5317 

Silver Knight Awards Presented At Mid-Term 

          PGK Richard Phillips - South County Council 8251                                                                 DD #19 Greg Lynch - St. Patrick Council 370 

DD #7 August Stockman - Knights of Fatima Council 10137                                                         GK Michael F. Houlihan - Rock Creek Council 2797 
         Silver Knight Award, Top Recruiter for December                                                                       Top recruiting Council for the first half of the 
 Top Recruiter for the Second Quarter of the Fraternal Year                                                                                            Fraternal Year 
 

Recipients Not Present:  FS Nicholas Wagman - Sedes Sapientiae Council 13295 - Top Recruiter for September 
              PGK Ike Agbim - James C. Fletcher Council 11422 - Top Recruiter for November 

Membership 
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 Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

We are halfway thru this 
fraternal year and we have 
accomplished a lot but as 
knights our work is ongo-
ing.  At the mid-term meet-
ing we talked about all 
kinds of new things, new 
ways to recruit, new ways 
to complete required pro-
grams, and a new degree 
ceremony making it easier 
to bring in new members 
and share it with their fami-
lies.  All these changes are 
great for our Order and 
every knight should be positive and supportive.  
 

So back to programs, at the Mid-Term I mentioned that 
over half of our councils have not done one required 
program.  We spoke on what a “Required” program 
was and how to make sure your council completes all 4 
in this last reporting period (December 1st thru Febru-
ary 28th).  So if your goal is to receive the Columbian 
Award or Star Council Award you have work to do. 
Now if none of that matters but you would like to re-
ceive the Participation Plaque at the convention, re-
member your council must participate in all four cate-
gories in all three reporting periods.  That being said, if 
you have missed reporting any of the categories in the 
first or second periods, we will still accept them how-
ever they will be judged as late (1 point) – send them to 
your District Deputy now.   
 
What’s new? I know a lot of knights are interested in 
hockey.  Supreme is excited to announce the rollout of 
the Hockey Challenge – our newest Community pro-
gram under the Multicultural section of our Faith in 
 
 
 
 

 Action programs. Open 
to children ages 10 to 17, 
this program is designed 
for players to demonstrate 
their skills in shooting 
accuracy on goal. Like the 
Soccer and Free Throw 
Championships, councils 
can sponsor a competition 
or support the district, re-
gional and state/province 
championships. Addition-
al information on the pro-
gram will be sent to each 
council in early February.  

 

Updates to the State Calendar:  
 

February 2020 
 

The traditional "Lobby Night" has been cancelled, it 
was scheduled for February 19th.  It has been replaced 
with "Virtual Catholic Day of Action".  The 
"Virtual Catholic Day of Action" will encourage 
Catholics across Maryland to join together to send 
messages, make phone call and take other meaningful 
actions on state issues, from wherever they are that 
day. You don't have to give up your evening and 
drive to Annapolis to be a voice for the work of the 
Church, you can join us from wherever you are by 
tweeting, calling, sending emails and engaging in 
conversations on social media that help us making a 
difference on many critical issues.    

 

March 2020 
 

Basketball Free Throw is now scheduled for March 
22nd.       
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I recently attended a funeral Mass of a dear friend’s husband. Our pastor gave a wonderful 

homily where he said we are every day people trying to do our best and get to heaven. I 

started to think, yes we as Knights along with the Ladies are doing so much to help those 

around us all the time. At our Mid-Term meeting in January you donated so many wonderful 

baby items that filled our SUV along with $155.00 for the Women’s Care Center. The collec-

tion at Mass went to the State Council Sonogram Program. Wow, just think of all the beauti-

ful babies we have touched by doing these acts of kindnesses. 
 

I am writing this on the eve of March for Life being held in Washington, DC. Dale and I have 

attended the March almost every year since 1990. The Youth Mass gives me the great feeling of hope for our faith 

and our church with so many young people singing and praying together. And then, to head outside with large groups 

praying together and marching from all over the country in unity for the precious gift of LIFE! 
 

Unfortunately abortion has touched most of us one way or another. So many of us have missing nieces, nephews, 

maybe a child, grandchildren, brothers and sisters because it has become so much a part of our culture. 
 

On a recent visit to St. Anthony’s in North Beach, they had this prayer that I kept and wanted to share with each of 

you: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My continued love and prayers, 
 

Linda Trott 
First Lady 

A PRAYER TO THE UNBORN 
 

Oh God, who has given us the great gift of life, 
we ask you today to bless all unborn babies. 

 

Watch over them as they grow and develop in their mother’s 
womb, that they might be born healthy and happy and be 

welcomed with tender love and deep joy. 
 

In a special way, we ask you to bless all these babies who 
are unwanted and may never be born 

 

Welcome them into your loving embrace that they might 
find their home in you. 

 

Bless and guide all pregnant women that they might respect 
and cherish the gift of life growing within them. 

 

May they accept their child as an irreplaceable 
gift from you. 

 

Amen 
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NEW EXEMPLIFICATION 
On January 16th, the Supreme Council 

sent an email to every council in the 

USA and Canada with a link to the 

script for the new ceremony.  The Ex-

emplification of Charity, Unity and 

Fraternity is the new Council-level 

public ceremony and replaces the pre-

vious Admissions, Formation and 

Knighthood ceremonies.  This article 

provides some background infor-

mation and addresses some of the fre-

quent questions.  Please contact me if 

your council does not have the new 

script or if you have further questions. 
 

The Supreme Knight highlighted this 

ceremony update as a decisive turning 

point for our Order.  In the 19th centu-

ry, the elements of secret ceremonies 

and progression through ceremonies of 

rank were essential elements of frater-

nal organizations. Early leaders of our 

Order adopted these aspects because 

they were appealing to the 19th century 

men in their parishes.  In today’s 

world, the Supreme Knight points out 

that these aspects of our ceremonies 

have become impediments to drawing 

in new families and advancing current 

members.  More importantly, they are 

not core elements of our lay mission in 

the Church.  
 

The Supreme Ceremonials team re-

viewed every version of the ceremoni-

al scripts from the 1880s to today.  

Filtering the scripts down to only the 

messages of charity, unity and fraterni-

ty produced the material that forms the 

new Exemplification of Charity, Uni-

ty and Fraternity.  This ceremony is 

presented by your council team in a 

public forum with the script availa-

ble to read from. The ideal setting is 

to conduct the ceremony in church 

immediately following Mass with 

the families, and in fact the congre-

gation, welcomed to view the 

presentation, then join in a reception 

or meal to complete the event. 
 

The public nature of this new cere-

mony is one of its greatest benefits.  

This enables our current and new 

families to witness the ceremony, it 

provides our clergy with a public 

demonstration of our dedication to 

our Catholic faith, and is an excel-

lent introduction to the congregation 

who may not know the history and 

mission of the Knights. 
 

Common Questions 
 

Where do I start?  If your council 

does not have the script, please con-

tact me immediately.  Next, meet 

with your Chaplain, order supplies, 

and select team members. The new 

ceremony requires the use of cere-

monial baldrics.  If your council 

does not have 5 ceremonial baldrics, 

they are available from The English 

Company. A suitable crucifix is 

available from Knights Gear or this 

site.  The link to the baldrics is: 

https://www.kofcsupplies.com/Item/

C2  Ceremonial Baldric-Gold/White 

$29 each. 
 

Work with your Chaplain to sched-

ule the ceremony. In the interim, 

recruit new members, practice the 

ceremony, and publish announcements 

of the new public ceremony in your 

parish bulletin, school notes, etc.   
 

Transition to the new ceremony as 

soon as your team is ready to effec-

tively present it.  Until then, the previ-

ous ceremony can continue. Adoption 

of the Exemplification of Charity, 

Unity and Fraternity should be com-

plete by the end of February.  Each 

District Deputy will determine wheth-

er currently planned Formation exem-

plifications will be held through Feb-

ruary.  At the state level, Knighthood 

exemplifications planned through Feb-

ruary will be held as scheduled.  After 

March 1, 2020, all remaining Knight-

hood degrees are cancelled. 
 

Current Knights pledged to preserve 

the secrecy of previous ceremonies for 

the rest of their lives.  These pledges 

remain in effect.  Focus instead on our 

path forward – especially at a time 

when our Church needs us more than 

ever in my lifetime. 
 

Robes and other materials from the 

previous versions of the ceremonies 

should be disposed of in a manner that 

does not identify the material, or rem-

nants of the material, as part of the 

Knights of Columbus. Standby for 

guidance from Supreme on old scripts. 
 

Again, please do not hesitate to con-

tact me if you have further questions 

during this transition to the Exemplifi-

cation of Charity, Unity and Frater-

nity. 

  

Exemplification Ceremony Change: by State Treasurer Chris Powers (ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com) 
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STATE MID TERM PHOTORAMA 
State Photographers By: Bill McMahon (Email: wemcm.1967@gmail.com) & John Fox (John.A.Fox@verizon.net) 

2 0 2 0 
MID TERM MEETING 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
As we close this holiday season and begin a new calen-
dar year, it’s a good time to take stock of where we are 
in our plans. As this happens to also be the mid-point of 
the fraternal year, it’s an even better reason to step 
back and identify how well we are doing on meeting our 
council’s goals.  

Dale Trott 
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Mr. Thomas Greul: 

Opening this box of goodies and reading all those Christmas Cards took so long but this was such a 

good time and feeling. To all the children that took the time out to exercise their artistry and enthusi-

asm was wonderful. The teenagers and adults that showed their support for the task that myself and 

my shipmates are doing overseas gives me the motivation continue serving and ensuring our freedom. 

Thank you very much, you guys definitely made my day! My shipmates would also like to send their 

appreciation too for the Christmas Cards. 

Yours Truly, 

PS2 King 
USS Harry S. Truman CVN-75 

A THANK YOU FOR THE 
CHRISTMAS  BOX OF GOODIES 

 

I received a thank you for our Christmas Cards that we sent to the troops. It 

came from the Aircraft Carrier CVN-75 USS Harry S. Truman - Nimitz Class. 

Please share this with your Council and with the schools who filled out the 

Christmas Cards. It’s always nice to see that their efforts have made a differ-

ence for our deployed troops. 

Tom  Greul 
FM, FDD, PGK, PFN 

Patriotic Activities Chairman 

CVN-75 USS Harry S. Truman 
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Knights throughout Maryland are known for our outstanding support of Special Olympics Maryland and no where are 
we more visible each year than at the Polar Bear Plunge! This event, which draws thousands of visitors to Sandy 
Point State Park in Annapolis each January, was a huge success again this year and the Knights played a key role in 
making it happen!  
 

For the first time ever, the Knights entered a Super Plunger in the event! A Super Plunger agrees to plunge 24 times, 
once per hour, for a 24-hour period. In addition to raising a minimum of $10,000! Bryan Adamczyk volunteered to 
represent the Maryland State Council, Knights of Columbus in taking on this challenge and he did a fantastic job in 
accomplishing both goals! And, he already has volunteered to do it again next year! 

Other members of the Knights and their families also played a large role, as well! The Adamczyk family volunteered 
their time at the Corporate Plunge and the following day returned to manage the “Tootsie Roll” program with Terry 
Waters. DD Bill Newbrough and a number of Knights from Rock Creek Council raised over $4,000, and took the 
Plunge, and also gained some media attention in the process! Jose Baca from Calvert Council, along with a number of 
Knights from neighboring councils did an outstanding job, as always, working in the beer tent and managing the 
parking lots.  
 

The Knights are proud of our partnership with Special Olympics here in Maryland. Our support of the Polar Bear 
Plunge each year is a great example of us putting our “Faith into Action!”  

As a team the Super Plungers met its 
goal of $350,000. 

This was from 45 plungers: 
25 men and 20 women, with 

8 Special Olympians. 

 

Prepared By:  Terry Waters & Bryan Adamczyk 
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“[The Church is currently experiencing one 
of the greatest crises she has ever known,” 

declared Cardinal Raymond Burke last Octo-
ber.  This assessment was recently affirmed 
by Pope-Emeritus Benedict XVI who de-
scribed the current situation as “the lasting 
crisis that the priesthood has been going 
through for many years.” 
 

In the introduction to their soon-to-be-
released book, From the Depths of Our 
Hearts: Priesthood, Celibacy, and the Crisis 
of the Catholic Church, the Pope-Emeritus 
and Cardinal Robert Sarah wrote: “The 
priesthood is going through a dark time.  
Wounded by the revelation of so many scan-
dals, disconcerted by the constant questioning 
of their consecrated celibacy, many priests 
are tempted by the thought of giving up and 
abandoning everything.”  Priests are ques-
tioning their vocations at a time when they 
are needed most to catechize and lead their 
congregations in the faith. 
The Church is being besieged throughout the 
world, externally and internally, politically 
and culturally.  And what is true for the uni-
versal Church is equally true for the Church 
in America. 
 

This country is evolving into a secularist, 
anything goes society, becoming anti-
religious and threatening the ability of people 
to live their faith in the public square.  A host 
of laws, regulations and judicial rulings are 
allowing homosexuality, assisted suicide, gay 
marriage, abortion, pornography, prostitution, 
self-selected sexual identity and transgender 
behavior to spread throughout the nation.  
The advocates for these positions are clamor-
ing not only for acceptance, but for special 
protected rights to acclaim their behavior and 
force others to adhere to their values or face 
legal penalties and social sanctions. 
 

The cumulative effect is staggering.  Chris-
tian bakers, photographers, printers, owners 
of celebratory venues, nurses, physicians, 
pharmacists, and others are being threatened 
with civil and workplace penalties if they do 
not use their skills to celebrate and memorial-
ize activities that violate their religious con-
sciences.  Even the Little Sisters of the Poor 
have been forced to seek relief for a third 
time from the U.S. Supreme Court to exempt 
them from a government mandate to provide 
their employees with health insurance that 
covers abortion-inducing drugs.  And, alt-
hough the bill was withdrawn before becom-
ing law, the California state senate over-

whelmingly approved a bill to force 
priests to violate the seal of Confession in 
cases of child abuse. 
 

At a time when the voice of the Catholic 
Church is needed greatly to meet these 
external threats, it has been effectively 
silenced by internal scandals that never 
cease to shock: sexual abuses of minors 
and seminarians, hierarchical cover ups, 
misuse of church funds, disputes among 
bishops and among cardinals over long-
settled dogma, including married clergy, 
priestly celibacy, ordination of women, 
and Communion to divorced and civilly 
remarried Catholics, non-Catholics, and 
pro-abortion politicians.  The result is a 
laity that is largely confused and discour-
aged, and either obeying only those ele-
ments of the faith that meet their liking or 
leaving the Church entirely. 
 

As Pope Paul VI warned almost 50 years 
ago, the “smoke of Satan” has seeped into 
the Church. 
 

In spite of the moral darkness, there is 
hope.  There are many strong religious 
elements that can foster a resurgence of 
the Catholic faith.  There are new reli-
gious orders with an increasing number 
of seminarians and postulants.  There is a 
vibrant and expanding lay, Catholic me-
dia.  There are newly-established colleges 
that are committed to developing strong 
Catholic identities. 
 

In addition to organizational strengths, 
there are the youth.  On the day of his 
installation as pope, St. John Paul II said 
to the young people gathered in St. Pe-
ter’s Square: “you are the hope of the 
Church and of the world.”  A commit-
ment to the youth was a continuing theme 
throughout his ministry for he saw the 
young searching for the meaning of life 
and for ways to lead their lives.  The 
youth, he perceived, are searching for 
God. 
 

This papal-saint was right.  Millennials. 
those born in the period 1981-2000, have 
already shown that they are a Pro-Life 
Generation.  From among their ranks are 
many of today’s pro-life activists, dis-
turbing the consciences of their elders, 
bringing the atrocities of abortion into 
public view, and expanding their numbers 
through outreach efforts in schools, col-
leges and universities.  They are changing  

 

society.  Public attitudes are shifting.  Pro-
life advocacy is increasing.  Pro-abortion 
support is declining.  The annual number of 
abortions is now the lowest it has been since 
abortion was legalized in 1973. 
 

Passionate, Catholic, young adults and 
young converts are evangelizing on college 
campuses, street corners and other public 
venues.  And there are many young families 
who are living their faith daily – praying, 
engaging in charitable works, and instilling 
in their children the habits of a Catholic life. 
The latest generational cohort, born after 
2000, appears to be equally committed to 
pro-life.  Referred to as the iGeneration, the 
first pictures for many were taken via ultra-
sound in the womb, presenting them with 
the undeniable humanity of the unborn.  As 
a positive indicator of the future, teenage 
pregnancies, births and abortion rates are at 
all-time lows and decreasing. 
 

While there is reason for hope, a spiritual 
crisis – a satanic battle -- cannot be over-
come solely with material approaches.  It 
requires our actions to be aligned with the 
Will of God, so that He can act through us.  
The path forward requires a concerted effort 
by all Catholics, clerical and lay, to live the 
faith they profess.  A reformation can start 
now in Lent by making it not only a period 
of spiritual preparation for celebrating the 
Passion, Death and Resurrection of Our 
Lord, but of repentance and renewal of the 
Church. 
 

Let us begin by doing something each day to 
contribute to a resurgence of the faith – say 
the rosary, spend some time each week in 
Eucharistic Adoration, abstain from meat on 
Fridays, go to Confession, attend Mass more 
frequently, meditate on the liturgical read-
ings through which the penitential spirit of 
the season is exemplified. 
 

If we do, the results will be profound.  As 
Pope St. John Paul II reminded us, “The 
power of Christ’s Cross and Resurrection is 
greater than any evil…[Our Lord’s] de-
mands never exceed man’s abilities.  If man 
accepts these demands with an attitude of 
faith, he will also find in the grace that God 
never fails to give him the necessary 
strength to meet those demands.”  When we 
pray and do our best to meet the Lord’s ex-
pectations, the world will be a different 
place. 

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

Crisis, Hope, and the Lenten Season 
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For more information or to place your order, please contact Borton & Cotton at: 
rps.bartoncotton.com 
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Continued On Next Page 

 

Maryland State Council  
Knights of Columbus  

 

 OCEAN CITY GOLF CLUB  
    11401 Country Club Dr. 

   Berlin Maryland 
 

 Thursday, April 30, 2020 
            Four Man - Best Ball  

            11:30 AM Lunch  
                 12:30 PM Shotgun Start 

    

$80.00 per person includes:    
Green Fees, Cart, Hot Lunch,    
Prizes & Beverages on Course  

Any questions call Paul Weber  
410-879-0558 or email apaulweber@verizon.net 

Foursomes are limited!  Reservation and 
payment must be made no later than April 16th.  

Send check payable to: Maryland State Council Convention Fund 
Mail to: Paul Weber   2223 Larchmont Drive   Fallston Md. 21047  

___________________________________________________________ 

(please print)      Name                          Council        Telephone # or email 
 
 
Team Captain _____________________________   ________        ___________   __________@_____ 
 
Player #2      _______________________________   ________        ___________   _________ @_____ 
 
Player #3     ________________________________   ________       ___________   _________ @_____ 
 
Player #4    _________________________________  ________       ___________   __________@_____ 
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        DATE                 GENERAL 
 

 

02 Groundhog Day 

12 Lincoln’s Birthday 

14 St. Valentine’s Day 

17 Presidents’ Day 

19 Virtual Catholic Day of Action 

22 Washington’s Birthday  

       26 Ash Wednesday 
    

 

 DATE                        ADMISSION DEGREES 
 

  

03 Bishop Sebastian Council 5058, Baltimore, MD 8:00 PM  

04 St. John the Evangelist Council 11171, Clinton, MD 8:00 PM  

04 Notre Dame Council 2901, Baltimore, MD 7:30 PM  

04 Fr. McManus Council 7941, Chester, MD 7:30 PM  

04 Our Lady Star of the Sea, Solomons Island, MD 7:30 PM 

 05 St. Elizabeth’s of Rockville Council 12796, Rockville, MD 8:00 PM 

05 Ocean City Council 9053, Ocean City, MD 7:00 PM 

06 St. Bartholomew Council 9127, Manchester, MD 8:00 PM 

10 St. Joan of Arc Council 12054, Ridgley, MD 7:30 PM   

12 Our Lady of the Valley Council 11703, Middletown, MD 7:00 PM 

12 St. Phillip Neri Council 14612, Linthicum, MD 8:00 PM  

12 St. Francis of Assisi Council 12524, Fulton, MD 7:00 PM 

13 St. Ignatius Council 9729, Hickory, MD 7:30 PM  

13 Holy Trinity Council 3413, Severna Park, MD 7:30 PM 

17 Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe Council 11372, Abingdon, MD 7:30 PM 

17 Charles Carroll Council 15895, Buckeystown, MD 7:30 PM 

18 Pope John Paul the Great Council 13859,Middle River, MD 7:00 PM 

18 Father Rosensteel Council 2169, Silver Spring, MD 7:00 PM 

18 Rock Creek Council 2797, Bethesda, MD 8:00 PM 

18 Annapolis Council 1384, Annapolis, MD 1384 PM   

19 St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council 13294, Woodstock, MD 7:30 PM 

19  Monsignor Wells Council 13008, Silver Spring, MD 7:45 PM 

21 James C. Fletcher, Jr. Council 11422, Largo, MD 7:00 PM  

 24 Prince Georges Council 2809, College Park, MD 7:30 PM 
 25 Our Lady of Fatima Council 6901, Barnesville, MD 8:00 PM 
 26 St. Anthony’s in North Beach, Prince Frederick, MD 7:30 PM 
 26 Archbishop Neale Council 2279, La Plata, MD 7:30 PM 
 26 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council 17192, Hyattsville, MD 7:00 PM 
  (SPANISH) 
 27 San Juan Neumann Council 16611, Baltimore, MD 7:00 PM 

  (SPANISH) 

 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

FEBRUARY - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
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       CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
 
 DATE   FORMATION DEGREES 

 
10 Belair Council 4714, Belair, MD 7:30 PM 

18 Westminster Council 1393, Westminster, MD 7:30 PM 

18 Montgomery Council 2323, Derwood, MD 8:00 PM 

 19 St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council 13294, Woodstock, MD  
  (Follow Admission Degree)               
 20 Our Lady of Guadalupe Council 12127, Gaithersburg, MD 8:PM  

 24 Prince Georges Council 2809, College Park, MD 

  (Follow Admission Degree) 

 26 St. Anthony’s in North Beach, Prince Frederick, MD 

  (Follow Admission Degree) 

26  Archbishop Neale Council 2279, La Plata, MD 

  (Follow Admission Degree) 

29 St. Francis DeSales Council 3489, Salisbury, MD 7:30 PM 

 

 DATE                     KNIGHTHOOD DEGREES 
 

21 Msgr. Raymond P. Kelly Council 10966, Pasadena, MD 7:30 PM 

  
CANDIDATES MUST ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO ALL DEGREES!!! 

CHECK STATE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES. 

FEBRUARY - 2020 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

COMING IN MARCH 
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Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
STATE NEWSLETTER 
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State Deputy ………………………Dale W. Trott 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 

 

 

 

 
http://www.kofc-md.org 

VISIT THE NEWLY 
DESIGNED 

MARYLAND STATE 
COUNCIL’S  WEBSITE AT 


