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Put your Faith into Action as you Serve 
Christ by Serving Others. 

Vivat Jesus! 
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WORDS AND DEEDS 
WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH 

AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY. 

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELL, IT’S THAT 
TIME of year again. 
The shopping days left 
until Christmas are 
dwindling fast. The list 
of people on our gift 
list grows longer every 
year even as creativity 
in gift-giving diminish-
es. Whether shopping 
online or in a store, our 
efforts to buy just the 
right gift so easily re-

vert to the “same old, same old” pattern. What, then, can 
we give another person that is more valuable than a neck-
tie or a scarf or a half-dozen handkerchiefs? What is even 
more valuable than some extravagant gift we might give 
to a loved one if only we had the means? Let me suggest 
two things: time and presence. 
 

Psalm 90 tells us, “Seventy is the sum of our years, or 
eighty, if we are strong … they pass quickly, and we are 
gone” (v. 10). More starkly, the Letter of James tells us 
that we “are a puff of smoke that appears briefly and then 
disappears” (4:14). Jesus himself asks, “Can any of you 
by worrying add a single moment to your life-span?” (Mt 
6:27). 
 

We can give another person money knowing that we are 
likely to earn more money tomorrow, but the present mo-
ment comes only once and never again. The time we give 
to another is an irreplaceable gift. 
 

Spending time with a loved one or a person who is griev-
ing or sick is one of the most beautiful gifts we can give 
at Christmas. For example, on my first Christmas as arch-
bishop of Baltimore, I visited a dying priest in St. Agnes 
Hospital. It was a gift that brought us close to Jesus, the 
newborn Savior. 
 

Yes, the pace of life seems to be more and more frenetic 
nowadays. But are we too busy to spend time with some-
one in need? If so, we are too busy for our own good. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Time is not the whole story. It’s how we use our time 
that counts. Showing up and giving of our time is 
meaningful only if we are fully present to those we 
visit. Suppose we decide to visit an elderly parent or to 
be with our families on Christmas. But while we’re 
with them, we’re constantly checking the time or 
checking our phones until we are free. If we’re count-
ing the minutes, are we not withholding our presence? 
 

To give the gift of presence, we need to block out oth-
er concerns, worries and business, and focus instead on 
the person or persons at hand. 
 

Isn’t this true of our Knights of Columbus programs 
and activities? When we’re distributing Coats for Kids 
and a child tries on a brand-new coat, we should be 
thinking of no one else but that child, maybe even say-
ing a little prayer for him or her. When we’re helping a 
family cope with a disaster, we shouldn’t be thinking 
of the mail piling up on our desk, but only about the 
family that needs help. 
 

Pope Francis often tells us to accompany one another 
on the bumpy road of life. He means that we need to 
focus not on ourselves, but on the other. This is what 
the gift of presence means. 
 

It turns out that the gifts of time and presence are, to-
gether, the one thing we can give the newborn Savior. 
Have you ever peered into the manger and wondered 
what to give the One who entered the world to give us 
everlasting life? I am haunted by a phrase in the litur-
gy: “you have no need of our praise….” 
 

What can we give the Lord that he does not already 
have? He wants our time and our presence: time for 
daily prayer, for Mass, for the rosary. He also wants us 
to be fully present to him when we pray. And when we 
are present to the Lord, we will also be present when 
we serve him in the poor, the sick and the vulnerable. 
For Time + Presence = Love. May you have a most 
blessed Christmas! 

SUPREME  CHAPLAIN 

 

SOME GIFTS ARE IRREPLACEABLE AND MORE VALUABLE THAN 
ANYTHING MONEY CAN BUY 
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Dear Brother Knights, 
 

The sixth installment in this series on 
Christian formation will target the 
importance of faith-talk in love.  The 
manner in which parents and their 
youth dialogue will change as mem-
bers get older.  Parents take absolute 
charge over small children. As the 
children become adolescents and 
teens, it becomes increasingly im-

portant that parents both speak and listen.  Parents are still 
owed respect and obedience, particularly while children 
live under their roof.  Youth need to temper their natural 
rebelliousness and desire for independence as they get 
older.  All should seek a level of patience and true under-
standing.  Parents need to do all they can to share their 
faith and values with the young.  However, there will 
come a time when they will have to let go and hope that it 
was enough.  Each of us is his or her own person.  Some-
times we will be disappointed or upset at the life-choices 
of others, but we should never close the door to love and 
affection. 
 

We must understand that we do not absolutely control the 
dialogue or the faith-talk.  Given that the conversation 
genuinely reflects the truth of the Gospel, we must be dis-
posed or open both to listen and to talk.  It is a prerequi-
site that faith-talk is backed up with an honest disciple-
ship.  Hypocrisy will poison the best of moral arguments 
and exhortations.  Before we speak, we must first listen.  
The conversation is not limited to the parent and the 
child.  They must both listen to the voice of God that 
speaks to us in Scripture and in prayer.  Our Lord tells us 
that there will be graced times when the Holy Spirit will 
give us the words to say.  Otherwise, the conversation 
would be entirely horizontal in its scope, focusing on the 
earthly needs and wants but bypassing the heavenly.  In-
deed, if not properly informed, dialogue can become trite 
and consist of merely sharing banal platitudes.  A mutual 
sharing of ignorance does little to procure truth and wis-
dom.  Faith-talk must also engage the head and the heart.  
It is insufficient just to be right; we must also be compas-
sionate and merciful. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“‘This people honors me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me; in vain do 

they worship me, teaching as doctrines 
human precepts.’  He 

summoned the crowd and  
said to them, ‘Hear and understand’” 

(Matthew 15:8-10). 
 

When we talk and share our faith and ourselves there is 
an element of self-donation.  A parent is to pour out 
himself so as to satisfy the thirst of the children.  What 
is this thirst?  It is many things— a desire for the truth, 
a yearning for transcendental meaning, a longing for 
acceptance, etc.  Preliminary to this faith-talk is having 
an ear to hear.  We must listen first to God and then to 
one another.  Too often we hear only what we want to 
hear.  Listening means a receptivity that alternately 
summons both satisfaction and great displeasure. 
 

“Do you not yet understand or comprehend? 
Are your hearts hardened? 

Do you have eyes and not see, 
ears and not hear?” 

(Mark 8:17-18). 
 

Members of families may become afraid of what they 
might hear and they will try to run away— refusing to 
talk and to listen.  They may surround themselves with 
noise or distractions.  But running away is not really the 
posture of Christians.  We are called to take up our 
crosses and to follow the Lord.  Look at Matthew 16:22
-23.  The apostle Peter is remembered for both listening 
and closing his ears.  After Jesus prophesied his betray-
al, passion and death, Peter rebukes, “God forbid, Lord! 
No such thing shall ever happen to you.”  Jesus imme-
diately responds, “Get behind me, Satan! You are an 
obstacle to me. You are thinking not as God does, but as 
human beings do.” 
 
 

Continued On Next Page 

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 
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Continued From Previous Page 
 

What is the ultimate purpose of faith-talk?  A message is 
given and received.  Faith-talk is always a summons to 
greater understanding and fidelity.  It requires a response.  
We must each answer the call given us.  Faith-talk is 
geared to a change or confirmation of direction.  We are 
called to action.  We are also called to a continuing trans-
formation and growth in holiness. 
 

“Whoever has ears ought to hear. To what shall 
I compare this generation? It is like children 

who sit in marketplaces and call to one 
another, ‘We played the flute for you, but 
you did not dance, we sang a dirge but 

you did not mourn’” 
(Matthew 11:15-17). 

 

Within every calling there are other callings.  Each of us 
is called to know Christ and to be holy.  That is the pre-
cious gift that comes with faith and baptism.  We all have 
differing God-given gifts.  We also have varying cross-
es— mental, physical and social.  While we can know the 
Lord’s grace, we are each wounded by weakness and sin.  
It is within this that we receive our vocations to love and 
service.  While it might seem a contradiction, there are 
many paths on the one road to Christ. The specifics of one 
person’s journey may differ from another’s.  Hopefully, 
we are all going in the same direction, even if there are 
detours along the way.  Sharing our faith and values is 
important as it helps us to get our bearings when our jour-
neys intersect the paths of other pilgrims. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children will always be obliged to honor their parents, 
no matter how old they may become.  The nature of 
obedience changes, but respect and cherishing persons 
remains the same.  The deepest of pains a person can 
experience is when a parent is dishonorable or when a 
child hurts himself through rebellion or walking away 
from the good, the true and the holy.  Parents weep for 
their children.  Children suffer when parents fall from 
their pedestals of honor by giving bad example or by 
closing their hearts to them. 
 

The expression faith-talk is deceptive because some-
times the conversation does not need words.  I remem-
ber a family that had lost their five year old son in an 
accidental pool drowning.  They did not speak English 
and my Spanish was poor and broken.  I sat with them 
and we cried together.  Sometimes just a presence can 
speak volumes about love.  Because of the incarnation, 
the human-connection makes possible the God-
connection.  Family members can be there with each 
other.  Ministers and friends can enter this circle of love 
and help with healing when they have no words— yes, 
even when words get in the way. 
 

Since this is December, do all you can to promote our 
annual message:  “Keep Christ in Christmas.”  God’s 
Son entered the human family so that we might be wel-
comed into the family of God.  Every child, in and out 
of the womb, is a reflection of the Christ Child.  Santa, 
Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph and the Grinch too all 
bend the knee and pay homage to the one that is the 
most real and the reason for the season, Jesus Christ.       

STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE 
State Chaplain’s Message  By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com) 
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE 
State Deputy’s Message  By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
My Brother Knights & Ladies, 

 

As we close the month of No-
vember, we participated or 
held several special activities. 
On Monday, November 2nd, I 
was joined by State Secretary, 
Vince Grauso, State Warden, 
John Winfrey and District 
Deputy, Charles Kohler at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier in Arlington Cemetery.  
Together, we laid a wreath at 
the Tomb on behalf of the 
Knights of Columbus.  A very 
humbling experience to say 
the least.  I want to thank 

Walt Williams, Brian Trott and those that came and 
helped with the State Soccer Shootout competition 
which was also held on November 2nd.  On November 
17th , we remembered and celebrated the lives of those 
that have gone before us to their heavenly reward this 
past year.  My sincerest thanks to Lou Woods, Jim 
Duryee and everyone who helped or attended the State 
Council Memorial Mass at Holy Family Parish.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we begin December, the first of December is also 
the beginning of the Church’s liturgical year, Advent is 
the season encompassing the four Sundays (and week-
days) leading up to the celebration of Christmas.  The 
Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our 
hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the end 
of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth 
on Christmas.  The final days of Advent focus particu-
larly on our preparation for the celebrations of the Na-
tivity of our Lord (Christmas).  Advent devotions, in-
cluding Advent wreaths, remind us of the true meaning 
of the season.  Let us use this very special time in our 
lives to not only prepare to celebrate the birth of our 
Lord, but to pray for His and our church. 
 

On behalf of Linda and myself and, the State Officers 
and Ladies, we wish you and yours a very Merry & 
Holy Christmas and a Blessed, Safe & Healthy New 
Year.  Please always remember that when we put our 
Faith into Action, we are Serving Christ by Serving 
Others. 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Dale W. Trott 
State Deputy 

Dale W. Trott 
State Deputy 

REMINDER 
“MID-TERM” MEETING 

For 

District Deputies, District Wardens, Grand Knights & Deputy Grand 
Knights 

Will begin at 8:00AM on 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11, 2020 
At 

COLUMBUS GARDENS (Council #2521) 
4301 Klosterman Avenue 

Nottingham, MD 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
Membership Director Message   By: Ronald G. Hassan  (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.com) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I write this we have recently completed 
training across the state on council growth.  
There was good participation overall by the 
councils in the state.  Past State Deputy and 
Supreme Regional Training Director Steve 
Cohen provided a great deal of information 
for councils to help them be successful in 
growing their councils.  He emphasized the 
point that it is critical that Grand Knights 
do what is needed to leave the council bet-
ter than it was when they “inherited” it.  
The point is that if we don’t continue to 
grow our councils there will be nobody to 
fill the void if we can’t do the things that 
we do. 
 

A major point of the training is that coun-
cils must establish a goal for how many 
members it can recruit.  That goal may not 
be the same as the quota set for the council 
by Supreme.  The council knows better 
what can be done within the parish or par-
ishes where they function.  Supreme bases 
its number solely on percentage of mem-
bers in the council.  The Grand Knight 
needs to identify a goal that is meaningful 
for the council and attainable, even if it’s a 
stretch.  That goal must be communicated 
to the council’s Membership Director and a 
plan established to reach the goal. 
 

Another point made in the training is that 
the Membership Director needs a team.  
Do you remember who is part of the mem-
bership team?  Of course, it’s every mem-
ber of the council.  The Membership Direc-
tor should speak about membership at eve-
ry meeting.  This talk doesn’t need to be 
about numbers.  It should address why we 
exist, why members join, and why new 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

men should become part of our Order.  And 
remember our insurance programs.  Someone 
should regularly talk about the insurance 
programs to make sure our members are 
aware that they exist and they can call the 
field agent if they need more information. 
 

At this point, have you established your 
council’s goal for growth?  If you have, did 
you discuss it with your Membership Direc-
tor?  Did you develop a plan for how you are 
going to reach that goal?  Remember that 
there are several parts of the plan.  It must 
address recruiting, degrees (all of the de-
grees, not just the Admissions Degree), and 
engagement and involvement of new mem-
bers. 
 

If you set a goal for your council at the be-
ginning of the fraternal year—when I origi-
nally suggested that you should set it—then 
you are rapidly approaching the midpoint of 
the fraternal year and it is time to start evalu-
ating your progress toward that goal.  Are 
you on track to meet the goal?  If you are, is 
the goal too low and should it be raised?  If 
not, is there a reason or reasons that you can 
identify that have kept you from meeting that 
goal.  Theoretically, you should be about half 
way to the goal by the end of December.  Of 
course, there are a number of good reasons 
why you may not be at the halfway point yet.  
Maybe you already have plans for the second 
half of the year to make up for any shortfalls 
you see now.  In any case it is time to step 
back and evaluate our plans and progress 
toward our goals—and to adjust the plan if 
needed so we can be successful in reaching 
the goal we set for our council. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Of course, Supreme set a quota which is 
required to earn Star Council.  It is entirely 
possible that your council can realistically 
achieve that quota and if it’s realistic, then 
you should strive for that.  In fact, it may 
be possible that the quota set by Supreme is 
lower than what you think your council can 
reach.  If that is the case then set a higher 
goal and work hard to reach that goal. 
 

If you need any help setting your goal or 
developing a plan to reach that goal, just 
reach out to the Membership Team.  Your 
Regional Advisor or I will be happy to help 
you in any way we can.  All you need to do 
is call. 
 

As we enter the season of Advent leading 
to the birth of our Savior, Yolanda and I 
want to wish each of you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership 
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As the fraternal year continues, we must offer Brother 
Knights and their families the opportunity to grow in their 
faith, serve the needs of our Knights and parish commu-
nity, and defend the dignity of human life.  Move ahead 
to make any program a Faith in Action program and be 
sure to communicate often with your pastor.  
 

Community Activities Director Terry Waters – If you 
have not yet done so, please submit all “Tootsie Roll” 
funds to Intellectually Disabled Program Chairman Yen 
Le as these were due on December 1st. Yen’s contact in-
formation can be found in the State Directory. Knights 
throughout the State are supporting Bryan Adamczyk as 
our Maryland Special Olympics “Super Plunger!” A 
“Super Plunger” commits to raising a minimum of 
$10,000 in addition to taking the plunge once every hour 
for 24 hours! Let’s warm Bryan’s heart and do our best as 
Knights, councils, and chapters to support him and the 
inspiring athletes who compete in Special Olympics! 
Thanks to all of you who are participating in the Coats 
for Kids program this year! Please be sure to send a note 
to Program Chairman Ray Traube and share your results!  
 

Life Activities Director Roger Donnelly – On January 
24. 2020 the National March For Life will be in Wash-
ington D.C.  Come join your fellow Brother Knights and 
thousands of Pro Life individuals who will march on Jan-
uary 24th to show the nation that we support our Unborn 
and Quality of Life for all.  Thanks… 
 

Report Reminder – The second reporting period covers 
the three months from September 1, 2019 thru November. 
30, 2019.  Grand Knight, send your reports to your Dis-
trict Deputy.  District Deputy, email the reports to the 
Program Director no later than December 15, 2019.  
Some councils had difficulty with the PDF version of the 
New Cover Sheet.  There are now two fillable Report 
Cover Sheet forms available on the Maryland State Web-
site, one in Word and one PDF.  Download either version 
to use, but please send one document (cover sheet and 
report together) for each report submitted. 

 

Program Director Message   By: Bill Van Horn  (Email: bvh312@aol.com) 

STATE PROGRAMS 

The Program Team wishes you and your loved 
ones a Safe and Merry Christmas! 

We wish you 
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Visit our page and Like us on Facebook - The Ladies of the Maryland Knights of Columbus 2019 

FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE 
First Lady’s Message  By: Linda Trott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recently I have witnessed our Knights 
and Ladies making a profound differ-
ence in so many ways. In November our 
State Officers laid a wreath on the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington 
Cemetery. That in itself is moving, but 
there were bus loads of veterans there 

that day. Our guys greeted as many as they could thank-
ing them for their service. It was an honor for me to wit-
ness this. 
 

In November we delivered the 103 Boxes of Joy that the 
ladies completed at the Fall meeting for the poorest of 
poor in 3rd world countries to the drop off location in 
Southern Maryland. There were many more boxes pilled 
up. What a wonderful outpouring of love!  It appears the 
Maryland Knights have increased the number of boxes 
from last year.  
 

Many came together under the direction of Terry Waters 
and Ray Traube to distribute 1008 coats to bring warmth 
to children this winter with the Coats for Kids in our area. 
The faces on these children was priceless as they picked 
just the right coat with Archbishop Lori helping 
them.  We should never underestimate the difference we 
make in lives we touch.  
 

This time of year, we can easily lose sight of the true 
meaning of Christmas. It is a time of year we talk about 
love and giving. What kind of things can we do to “Serve 
Christ by Serving Others?”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a family in need.   
Look around and pray that the Lord will show you a 
family in your community that needs help this year. 
Take them a nice meal or maybe they need firewood or 
groceries. You can make this Christmas a special time 
for this family.  
 

Help the Homeless.  
If you see a homeless person on the street, consider a 
gift card to an area fast food place. I know some Ladies 
Auxiliaries make goodie bags with toiletries and snacks. 
Smile and tell them God loves them.  
 

Donate to a Food Pantry.  
When shopping, consider buying extra items. Volunteer 
to serve a few hours with your family at a food pantry.  
 

Help an older person or someone lonely.  
Take them shopping or offer to shop for them. Surprise 
them with some goodies. Taking time to visit will lift 
their spirits.  You never know how a little act of kind-
ness will brighten their day.  

 

 

May God bless each of you as you 
Celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.  

 

Linda Trott 
First Lady 
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SOCCER SHOOTOUT 
Soccer Shootout By: Brain Trott (Email: brtrott@gmail.com) & Walt Williams (Email: wjw5115@hotmail.com 

On the beautiful Fall day of November 2, 2019, with surprisingly warm temperatures and clear skies, 20 children 
participated in the 2019 Maryland State Council Soccer Shootout. This culminates 3 months of Soccer Shootouts at 
the Council and District levels where hundreds of children did their best at penalty kicks, throw ins, and distance 
kicks to advance from the Council to the District and eventually the State. The winners of the State-level Shootout 
are as follows: 

Thanks you to all the participants for the Maryland State Council Soccer Shootout. First place winners received a 
trophy and second and third place winners received medals. 
 

None of this could happen without the support of many Knights throughout the State at the Council, District and 
State levels. Today’s event was no exception. Knights from all over the State came to help with today’s events, in-
cluding several state chairmen, DDs, DWs, and GKs. Worthy State Treasurer Chris Powers personally congratulat-
ed the winners and presented them with their trophies and medals. We thank all of them for their service to our 
Youth. We thank Archbishop Spaulding High School for the use of their field for this great event. We hope every-
one enjoyed themselves this year and will be coming back to participate next year. 
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Maryland State Deputy, Dale W. Trott; State Secretary Vincent Grauso, State Warden John 
F. Winfrey; and District Deputy Charles Kohler, laid a Knights of Columbus wreath at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Maryland State Council 
Knights of Columbus 

Wreath Presentation At The 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

 

Here Rest In Honored Glory An American Soldier Known But To God 

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLIDER 
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 Annapolis Council 1384 
 

Henry M. Robert III, PGK 
 

Westminster Council 1393 
 

K. Neil Nazelrod 
Paul D. Noel, PGK 
James L. Holford 
Paul J. Crowther 
David R. Ensor 
Charles B. Pittinger 
Mathew G. Runser 
Michael Deane 

 
St. Mary’s Council 1470 

 

Alvin A. Fenwick 
Thomas Lionel Herbert 
John Keaton 
Joseph Elmer Norris, Sr. 
James Schindler 
John Shea 

 
Patuxent Council 2203 

 

David W. Hall 
William C. Bechtold, PGK 
Msgr. V. James Lockman 
Elizabeth Whaley 
Dorthy Penrose 
Betty Kelly 
David Brown 
Tina Walecki 
Marianne Ealer 
Gloria Jean Monti 
Marilyn Carruthers 
Charles Tupin 
Robin Randolph Askins 
Gerard Blenkle 

 
Regina Coeli Council 2274 

 

Joseph Hickey 
Dr. Lawrence Patterson 
Edward Sheibert 
Newton Williams 

 
Archbishop Neale Council 2279 

Guillermo E. Sanchez 
John O. Simpson 
Charles W. Willis 
 

Dr. John Henry Griffin 
Council 2293 

 

Edward J. Padgett, FDD, PGK 
Samuel Lewis Sherwell, Jr. 

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Council 2452 

 

Richard Albright, Sr., FDD, PGK 
Donald Bonomo 

 
Cardinal Gibbons 

Council 2521 
 

Clarence T. Dembeck 
Donald P. Meredith 
Bernard Fischer 
Frank Maas 
Lawrence F. McFadden 
Francis Crouse 
John F. Kuchta 
Louis P. Butler 
Walter J. Ballesteros, PGK 
Florian Lane 
Thomas J. Goucher 
David S. Crispino 
James C. Maxa 
Richard Wrzelsien 
Phillip F. Scally 

Richard C. Bumsted, PSD 
Wilfred J. “Bill” Taneyhill 
Barry L. McDonnell 
Edgar J. Grimm 
Frank J. Cimino, Sr. 
Leo V. Heney, PGK 

 
Sacred Heart Council 2577 

 

Col. Frank E. Herrelko 
Carl H. Vettel 
Lothar H. Streschner 
Chester C. Boleski 
Michael J. Cacace 
Dennis R. Mallon 
William B. Hastings 
B. Lewis Langdon 
Stephen R. Mihaly 
Martin J. Cavanagh 
Arthur E. Auer 
Ronald T. Zebronski 
David J. Szostak 
Bernard T. Daveney 
Richard J. Ednock 
Elbert E. Lancaster 
William J. Vita 
Henry J. Baldwin 
Richard D. Padgett 
Gerald J. Markey 
Joseph D. Gnoffo, PGK 
Alphonse R. Gauthier 
Paul W. Carroll, PFN 
Billy E. Painter 
Elizabeth Stone 
Jeanette Burkhardt 
Marlene Rocca 
Mary Rayner 

 
Notre Dame Council 2901 

 

Ronald Novak, PGK 
Harry Miller 
Rev. Joseph Kuchar 
Vincent Battaglie 
Ralph Roos, PGK 
Stanley Stockwell 
Alan Harris 
Dorris Gassinger 
Kathryn Bonsiero 
Rose Marie Strauch 
Teresa Roos 

 
St. Charles Borrorneo 

Council 3960 
 

Raymond J. Butler, PGK 
John Fink 
Robert M. McGregor, PGK 

 
St. Pius X Council 4076 

 
Eleanor Albright 

 
Bishop Sebastian Council 5058 

 

Charles R. Geniting 
Baltasar B. Valdez 
William P. Snyder, PGK 
James Evans 
Philip R. Ryan 
Robert E. Frey, PGK 
John O. Kratz 
David E. Deninlein 

 
Archbishop Francis P. Keough 

Council 5063 
 

Albert Koala 
Michael Shai, PGK 
Joseph Levesque 

 
 

Immaculate Lady 
Council 5280 

 

James Bloom 
Samuel Collins, PGK 
Edward Hogan 
Edward Sedlar, PGK 

 
Woodlawn Council 5466 

 

Fred C. Wetzelberger, PGK 

 
John F. Kennedy Council 5482 

 

Leslie Leigh Hunt, III, PGK 
James Price 
George Wozniak, Sr. 

 
Fr. Burggraff Council 6921 

 

John J. Kleiderlein 
Lily Mae Butt 

 
Our Lady of Fatima 

Council 6901 
 

Peter R. Davio, PSD 
Richard T. Twigger 

 
Fr. Michael J. McGivney Council 7025 

 

James W. Slattery, Jr. 
John A. Larkin 
Bernard A. Cleckner 

 
Columbia Council 7559 

 

Dennis L. Doherty 

 
Calvert Council 7870 

 

Mirco Snidero 
Geary Insley 
Betty Jean Theurer 

 
St. John Francis Regis, SJ 

Council 7914 
 

Reynold Bald 
Bob Richard Delaney 

 
South County Council 8251 

 

Leo T. Gibson 
Daniel J. Haysan, PGK 
Donald J. Rowan 

 
Long Green Valley 

Council 8736 
 

Lawrence W. Polk 
James M. Courtney 

 

St. Bartholomew Council 9127 
 

Joseph V. Norkus 

 
Mason-Dixon Council 10100 

 

James Gosnell 

 
St. Michael’s of Poplar Springs 

Council 10525 
 

Card Gadow 
Gary Marland 
Frank Colella 
Karen Favreau 

 
Msgr. Raymond P. Kelly Council 10966 
 

Raymond “Skip” Abrams, PGK 
 

St. Paul Council 11105 
 

Raymond P. Lerner 
Albert R. Goulet 

 
St. Bernadette Council 11214 

 

Richard W. “Dick” Hawes, LtCol, USA,  
Retired 

 
Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe 

Council 11372 
 

Willard E. Glassman 
Norman J. Martin 

 
Holy Ghost Council 11484 

 

Oliver Walls Dove 
Fr. Joseph J. Kleinstuber 

 
St. Andrew by the Bay 

Council 11552 
 

Paul d. Mahlik, PGK 
 

Fr. A. Leo Abendschoen 
Council 11615 

 

Linda Cole 

 
St. John Neumann Council 11618 

 

Allen Snead 

 
Maurice J. McDonough 

Council 12128 
 

James G. Sires, CDR, USN, Retired 
Joseph Lawrence Swann 

 
Fr. Sebastian De Rose 

Council 13091 
 

Thomas Buckler 
John Re 

 

St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council 13294 
 

Norbert W. “Frenchie” Chausee 
Robert J. Biromini 
Donald E. Doll 
Glen D. Whiteman 
David A. “Spike” Mansfield 

 
Pope John Paul the Great 

Council 13859 
 

Walter Kuptka, Sr. 
William Tankersley 

 
St. Vincent Pallotti 

Council 14535 
 

James Woodward 
Ronald A. Koelbel, FDD, PGK 
Salvatore B. Ranieri 

 
Jesus the Good Shepherd 

Council 14572 
 

Arthur R. Cresca, Jr. 

Maryland State Council Memorial Mass 
Holy Family Catholic Church, Mitchellville, Maryland 

Celebrant Fr. Joseph Jenkins  
November 17, 2019  

-  Necrology  -  
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For the third consecutive year, the Maryland State 
Council was proud to partner with Cross Catholic Out-
reach, a 501(c)(3) Catholic relief and development min-
istry, to participate in the Box of Joy program, deliver-
ing shoeboxes of Christmas presents to children in the 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Nicaragua and, for the first time this year, Grenada. 
Many of the children who receive these presents come 
from families living in such extreme poverty, they have 
never received a Christmas present before. 
 

As of this writing, reports show 27 Councils and Ladies 
Auxiliaries and the Ladies of the Maryland State Coun-
cil combined to pack 1,799 Boxes of Joy, which sur-
passes last year’s totals of 22 participating Councils and 
Auxiliaries packing a total of 1,524 Boxes. We also had 
five Councils volunteer to serve as Drop-Off Centers 
throughout the State. Collectively, these Drop-Off Cen-
ters received and processed 1,656 Boxes of Joy, serving 
as the vital link connecting participating Catholic 
groups with the Cross Catholic Warehouse in Florida. 
 

I would thank to thank all the Councils, Ladies Auxilia-
ries, and individual Brother Knights and family mem-
bers who participated in the Box of Joy Program this 
year. Your generosity and willingness to help provide 
Christmas cheer to children in faraway countries is truly 
commendable. I would like to highlight the following 
outstanding accomplishments: 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Maryland Knights continue to spearhead incredible 
growth of the Box of Joy program in Maryland. Not on-
ly is our participation rate increasing every year, but our 
Councils are directly packing or facilitating the packing 
of more and more Boxes. We have also established a 
solid network of Knights-run Drop-Off Centers which 
make it easier for other Catholic groups to participate in 
Box of Joy along with us. 
  

I know from speaking to the leadership of Cross Catho-
lic Outreach that they are incredibly thankful for the 
great work we are doing here in Maryland to support 
Box of Joy and all the children who benefit from our 
efforts. I know we are all looking forward to participat-
ing in Box of Joy again next year! We also look forward 
to additional Councils and Brother Knights joining the 
effort so we can continue to positively impact more 
children through this program. 

BOX OF JOY 
Chairman By: Jimmy Williams (Email: jimmydwjr@verizon.net) 

 
• St. Joseph Manyanet Council 5567, led by Grand 

Knight and project leader Alex Lopez-Bueno, collected 
an amazing 419 Boxes of Joy, an increase of nearly 
37% over last year’s 306 Boxes. The Council reached 
this impressive total by packing Boxes as an activity at 
one of its meetings, partnering with St. Jude School, 
and distributing empty boxes to parishioners of St. Jude 
Parish, RCIA candidates, other faith formation groups, 
friends, and neighbors. Council 5567 also served as a 
Drop-Off Center for the first time this year. 

 

• St. Peter the Apostle Council 13290, whose  Box 
of Joy efforts are chaired by Brother Mike Bir, 
worked with its Ladies Auxiliary to collect 203 
boxes. The Council distributed Boxes to parishion-
ers after Masses, challenged each of its members 
to pack at least one Box of Joy, and partnered with 
high school students, family, friends, and cowork-
ers to pack and collect Boxes. Mike and his fellow 
Brother Knights have already set a goal of 300 
Boxes for 2020. 

 

• District 29 in Southern Maryland, consisting of 
Councils 2065, 3849, 9258, 9968 and 13091 had 
100% participation in Box of Joy. The Brother 
Knights of District 29 collected approximately 200 
Boxes. Congratulations to District Deputy Jim 
Huse and his Grand Knights for their leadership. 
Thanks also to Council 2065 for serving as a Drop
-Off Center for the third year in a row. 
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Thank You Ladies Of Maryland KofC Families For Your Support 
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Maryland State Council’s Annual Coats for Kids distribution at St. Ignatius Church in Baltimore, MD on Tuesday, 
November 19th. We were honored to be joined by our Supreme Chaplain, Archbishop William Lori. 

 

Hundreds of local students got to pick out, try on and go home with a brand new winter coat. 1,008 winter coats 
were given to area students as part of the Annual Coats for Kids event hosted by the 

Maryland State Council Knights of Columbus and Archdiocese of Baltimore. 
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Christmas is a nostalgic time that evokes feelings of joy, serenity, 
love, and a desire for family gatherings.  Songs like “I’ll be Home 
for Christmas” and “It’s a Wonderful Time of the Year” arouse 
memories of holidays past celebrated in the warmth and love of 
family life.  Now more than half a century since their release, these 
emotive songs are still seasonal standards. 
 
The true beauty of Christmas, however, is more than sentimental 
reminiscences.  Its essence is religious, centered on the celebration 
and meaning of God becoming man.  Churches will be beautifully 
decorated, prominently displaying a crèche with statues represent-
ing the infant Jesus and those who were with him at his birth in 
Bethlehem.  People will attend Mass and join in hymns praising 
God.  In spite of the secular influences that shape our daily lives, 
Christmas helps us experience the wonder and comfort of God’s 
presence. 
 
We are very familiar with the story of Our Lord’s birth, especially 
as related in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke: the angel’s an-
nouncement to Mary, her fiat, the angel’s visit to Joseph, the cen-
sus, the couple’s trip to Bethlehem, the rejection at the inn, finding 
room in the stable, the angelic hosts, the guiding star, the shepherds 
and wise men, and most of all the babe lying in the manger wrapped 
in swaddling clothes.  Yet, the images, as beautiful as they are, are 
almost too well-known so that we do not fully appreciate the 
thoughts and meanings they present.   
 
That Holy Night was the beginning of the redemption of man.  
Without his birth, there would be no Resurrection and the gates of 
heaven would still be closed to us.  On that first Christmas, the 
“Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”  God had come to 
earth in the person of Jesus Christ.  He assumed a human nature, 
with all of the joys and agonies, trials and tribulations, thoughts and 
emotions, sufferings and death that are innate to man. 
 
People saw Jesus, heard him, spoke with him, ate with him, and 
touched him.  He had parents and relatives, mingled with neighbors, 
practiced a religion, learned a trade, worked, and finally assumed 
his public mission to teach, gather followers, suffer and die on a 
Cross.  These are human experiences to which we can relate.  Be-
cause of this birth, God was no longer an unseen, unknown divinity 
that was beyond our comprehension.  Now he was a personal God. 
 
The narrative about Christmas is not only about Our Lord, as cen-
tral as he is, but about family.  Mary accepted motherhood with her 
fiat to the angel’s announcement.  Joseph took her as his wife.  
They traveled to Bethlehem as a couple, as a family.  He negotiated 
a place to stay and was present as Mary gave birth.  Joseph likely 
arranged the straw in the manger, and Mary wrapped the child in 
swaddling clothes.  She fed, dressed and nurtured him.  On the 
eighth day, they had him circumcised and on the fortieth presented 
him in the temple in obedience to Jewish law. 
 
Mary may have held her Son when she and Joseph welcomed the 
Magi.  Soon after that visit, the family fled to Egypt to protect the 
child from Herod’s persecution.  Upon the tyrant’s death, they re-
turned to Nazareth, where in the love of his earthly family, “the 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him.” (Lk 2:40) 

 

In those years, Mary reared Jesus, while Joseph taught the boy a 
trade and worked to support them.  They experienced the same de-
lights and griefs of typical families.  After one of their annual trips 
to Jerusalem to celebrate the feast of Passover, the boy was missing.  
Mary and Joseph searched for three days before locating him in the 
temple.  Mary said, “Your father and I have been looking for you 
with great anxiety.”  Would not any loving parent have had the 
same worries, and had the same relief upon finding him?  Jesus then 
returned with them “to Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his 
mother kept all of these things in her heart.” (Lk 2:48-51) 
 
From a theological perspective, Christmas brings forth an even 
deeper tenet of family, for God himself has a familial nature.  As 
Pope John Paul II expressed it: “God in his deepest mystery is not a 
solitude, but a family, since he has in himself fatherhood, sonship, 
and the essence of family, which is love.” 
 
Thus, the human family, being centered in love, is a reflection of the 
nature of God.  It is love for one another than binds a family togeth-
er.  It is God’s love for us that allows us repeatedly to receive his 
forgiveness for our sins and his grace for our salvation.  It is through 
love that parents sacrifice their pleasure and wellbeing for their chil-
dren.  It is for love that Jesus died on the Cross for our sins. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI, in his Angelus Address on December 27, 2009, 
expressed this relationship between God and family as: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do not limit your reflection on this consequential birth which linked 
heaven and earth to December 25th.  Live everyday as a preparation 
for Christ’s coming.  Spend time each week in Eucharistic Adora-
tion, go to Confession, attend Mass more frequently, meditate on the 
liturgical readings, and make the Rosary a frequent family prayer.  
If you cannot pray with your family, pray for them.  As Fr. Patrick 
Payton stressed, “The family that prays together stays together.” 
 
Each time you say the Hail Mary, think of the Archangel Gabriel’s 
salutation to Mary, “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee,” and 
the invitation to her to become the mother of God.  Meditate upon 
this event and on the birth that followed.  Be thankful for the great 
gift we received through the birth of Jesus. 
 

May you and your family have a very 
Blessed and Merry Christmas! 

REFLECTIONS 
Reflections  By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net) 

CHRISTMAS, A CELEBRATION OF FAMILY 

“God had chosen to reveal himself by being born into a 
human family and the human family thus became an 
icon of God!  God is the Trinity, he is a communion of 
love; so is the family despite all of the differences that 
exist between the Mystery of God and his human crea-
ture, an expression that reflects the unfathomable Mys-
tery of God as Love…The human family, in a certain 
sense, is an icon of the Trinity because of its interper-
sonal love and the fruitfulness of this love.” 
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Come to the 2020 National March for Life 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These People Are Counting On You! 
 

March with the Maryland Knights of Columbus 
at the 

2020 National March for Life 
 

• Friday, January 24, 2020, Washington, DC. 
 

• Meet on the National Mall at 14th Street N.W. (at Madison Drive), 
between 10:15 and 10:45 AM. 

(Nearest Metro station:  either SMITHSONIAN or FEDERAL TRIANGLE) 
 

• Look for the BIG BLUE Maryland KofC FLUTTER FLAG. 
 

• At 10:45, we will move as a group to the staging area to watch the 
program. 

 
“Society as a whole must respect, defend and promote the dignity of every human person, 

at every moment and in every condition of that person's life.”     
--John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae 
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122nd ANNUAL MARYLAND STATE CONVENTION 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2020 HOSPITALITY ROOM RESERVATION 
 

1. The room rate for a hospitality room is $129.00 per night, plus 10.5% room tax with a limit of 4 nights.   

      Thursday through Sunday.  This includes tips for housekeeping. 
 

2. Reservations must be made through www.mdkocconvention.org and click on Hospitality Room Request Form in       

      lower left-hand box. 
 

3. Those Councils, Assemblies, or Districts who had a room last year will have first option on the same room this  

      year with their deposit of $173.00.  The deposit includes the first night and the mandatory surcharge of $30 for  
      removal of the beds. 
 

4. The deadline to reserve your hospitality room is JANUARY 3, 2020. 

 

5. All hospitality rooms are located in the Atrium Exhibit Area of the Princess Royale and include 2 tables.  If you  

      require any additional tables, ice, etc., you can contact the hotel and they will be provided at an additional cost. 
 

6. Should you have any questions, you call Sherman Casey at (410) 944-5247. 

 

Hospitality Room Responsibility 

 

Under-aged youth have been known to visit convention hotels in order to obtain alcohol-
ic beverages.  This can cause a liability problem for both the State, and the local Council 
hosting the hospitality room. 
 
In an effort to protect all of our Councils, the convention badges of those conventioneers 
who are under 21 years of age will have a yellow stripe on the badge to signify those 
conventioneers are under 21 years of age.  All hospitality room workers are asked to in-
spect the convention badge to ensure that they serve alcoholic beverage only to those 21 
and over.  Violations could result in a loss of future hospitality room assignments. 
 
Please help the hospitality room managers by reminding all those to keep their conven-
tion badge displayed at all times. 
 

If you plan to have balloons in or around your hospitality room you 
cannot use helium or any other gas that will allow the balloons to rise 
to the ceiling. 
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        DATE                   GENERAL 
 

 

01 First Sunday of Advent  

07 Pearl Harbor Day  

09 Immaculate Conception 

14 State Christmas Party & Star Night 

15 Second Period Reports Do 

22 First Day of Winter 

24 Christmas Eve  

25 Christmas  

31 New Year’s Eve    
 
 
 

 DATE                        ADMISSION DEGREES 
 

  

03 Rock Creek Council 2797, Bethesda, MD 8:00 PM   

03 Fr. McManus Council 7941, Chester, MD 7:30 PM   

03 St. John the Evangelist Council 11171, Clinton, MD  

04 Immaculate Lady Council 5208, Glyndon, MD 7:30 PM 

  

04 Ocean City Council 9054, Ocean City, MD 7:00 PM 

06 St. Maximillian Kolbe Council 16634, Silver Spring, MD 8:30 PM 

  

07 Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe Council 11372, Abingdon, MD 7:30 PM 

09 Havre de Grace Council 2002, Havre de Grace, MD 7:30 PM 

  

09 St. Joan of Arc Council 12054, Elkridge, MD 730 PM 

11 Immaculate Heart of Mary Council 9968, Lexington Park, MD 7:30  

13 Jesus the Devine Word Council 14775, Huntingtown, MD 14775, 7:30  

14 St. John Neumann Council 11618, Elkridge, MD 7:30 PM 

16 St. Mary’s Council 1470, Leonardtown, MD 7:30 PM 

16 John f. Kennedy Council 5482, Accokeek, MD 7:30 PM 

16 St. Bernadette Council 11214, Severn, MD 7:30 PM 

16 Fr. Michael Kidd Council 14455, Mitchellville, MD 7:00 PM  

  

17 Annapolis Council 1384, Annapolis, MD 7:30 PM 

17  Patuxent Council 2203, Laurel, MD 7:30 

17 St. John the Baptist Council 11106, Silver Spring, MD 7:30 PM 

18 San Oscar Arnulfo Romero Council 17192, Hyattsville, MD 7:00 PM 

  (SPANISH) 

19 Resurrection Council 11341, Ellicott City, MD 7:30 PM 

19 St. Clements 1 Council 16304, Lansdowne, MD 7:30 PM 

19  San Juan Neumann Council 16611, Baltimore, MD 7:00 PM  

DECEMBER - 2019 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
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       CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
 
  DATE          FORMATION DEGREES 

 
13 Jesus the Devine Word Council 14774, Huntingtown, MD 

  (FOLLOW FIRST DEGREE) 

16 Charles Carroll Council 15895, Buckeystown, MD 7:30 PM 

17 Patuxent Council 2203, Laurel, MD (FOLLOW FIRST DEGREE) 

               
         

CANDIDATES MUST ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO ALL DEGREES!!! 

CHECK STATE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES. 

DECEMBER - 2019 
CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

Merry Christmas 
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Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Co-
lumbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related 
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to 
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State 
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs 
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook 
and Instagram pages. 
 

The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group estab-
lished in the past. Members and their families should also continue 
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and 
community; however, all official communication from your elected 
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page. 

 
Facebook 

Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United 
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/ 

 
 

                                                                         
 

Instagram 
koc_md_united 

https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/ 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
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Westminster, Maryland 21157 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 
 

This newsletter:  The Maryland State Council 
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with 
information and to show you what’s getting 
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep 
you informed as to Supreme, State and Coun-
cil aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We 
also want everyone to know of the good things 
happening, and perhaps to learn something 
new along the way about our Church, our Or-
der, and our Founder.  
 

Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assem-
blies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit 
highlights of their respective accomplishments 
to the Public Relations Director, Richard 
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting 
on our social media platforms. 

A New Video Produced By The 
Knights of Columbus 

kofc.org 

 

 

 

 
http://www.kofc-md.org 

VISIT THE NEWLY 
DESIGNED 

MARYLAND STATE 
COUNCIL’S  WEBSITE AT 


