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SUPREME CHAPLAIN
WORDS
AND DEEDS
Turbulent
Times

WE ARE CALLED TO BEAR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL BY SPEAKING ABOUT THE FAITH
AND BY LIVING IT WITH JOY.

Archbishop of Baltimore & Supreme Chaplain By: Archbishop William E. Lori

IN THE FACE OF TRIALS, CHRIST CALLS THE CHURCH TO DEEPER FAITH
IN HIS POWER TO SAVE US
WHEN I BOARD an
airplane, I hope the
flight will be smooth.
No matter how much
I’ve flown, I’m nervous
when the plane bounces
around and the flight
attendants are instructed
to take a seat for the rest
of the flight. Some passengers take the turbulence in stride; others
are openly frightened.
Still others are equally
frightened but try not to show it. I’m in this last category. It
wouldn’t do for a man wearing a Roman collar to get frantic.
Instead, I discreetly pull out my rosary and ask the Blessed
Virgin Mary to intercede for the pilot, the crew and the passengers (including myself ). When the plane lands safely, I offer a
prayer of thanksgiving.
Turbulence is an unwelcome experience, which causes heart
palpitations and can endanger life and limb. But it also serves a
purpose. It reminds us that we really are flying 35,000 feet
above the earth, and that’s not without risk. Better to keep
those seat belts buckled! As noted, turbulence is also good for
one’s prayer life. As a passenger, I’m in the pilot’s hands, but
I’m ultimately in God’s hands: “Jesus, I trust in you!”
The unnerving ups and downs of turbulence also serve as a
good metaphor for life itself. As we begin each day, we hope it
will be productive and tranquil. We often pray for lives that are
calm and undisturbed. Yet, as we utter such prayers, Scripture
rings in our ears. For example, in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus
speaks of wars, famines and earthquakes, and he warns of persecution and even death because of his name (cf. 24:6-9). In
John’s Gospel, the Lord says, “In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered the world” (16:33).
We experience turbulence in many ways, both in everyday life
and in our life of faith. Sometimes, it’s the result of our own
folly, as when we betray the trust of others or engage in selfdestructive behaviors. At other times, such turbulence is not of
our own making. Life’s journey can be rough due to illness,
financial problems, unemployment, marital discord and controversy of all sorts.
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In my life as a priest and bishop, I certainly experience spiritual turbulence. It’s not that God’s consolations and graces
aren’t abundant; it’s not that the signs of his goodness are
lacking. But many of the problems I encounter, especially in
this particularly turbulent time for the Church, are deeply
distressing.
The Church is in the grip of a global crisis of trust because of
clergy sexual abuse and the failures of some bishops. This
crisis has shaken the faith of many. Some have stopped going
to Sunday Mass; others have left the Church altogether. Corrective measures once deemed effective don’t seem to have
lessened scandals in the Church.
In the midst of this, what are we to do? Are we simply to grip
the nearest pew and hold on tightly? Rather, we need to pray
for all we’re worth. Sometimes, all I can do is to repeat over
and over again: “Jesus, I trust in you!” Both clergy and laity
also need to speak their mind about the scandals and do
whatever they can to help the Church restore trust and continue its mission of faith, worship and service.
Just as airline passengers see turbulence as a bad thing, we
usually recognize life’s problems as bad. But turbulence in
our Church and in our personal lives also serves a purpose. It
reminds us that we are not fully in charge. It reminds us that
we need to pray and express in faith our dependence upon
God. It builds up perseverance.
And it also confirms the need to change course, to take corrective actions — not looking for the smooth air of untroubled comfort but for a pathway of truth and courage through
present trials. Ultimately, the air, or wind, we must seek is
divine — the Holy Spirit, who carries us to everlasting life.
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
State Chaplain’s Message By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com)
This is the fourth message in a series
that emphasizes both FAMILY and
FAITH, two of the four revised service programs promoted by the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus. This month I would like to
address how very busy family members are these days. Husbands and
wives work outside the home. Many
feel that two incomes are mandatory
if they are to make it. This lifestyle
choice must be balanced with childcare needs and
schools. I have detected from some parents a below the
surface resentment toward the homeschooling families
where the wife and mother (but more rarely the husband
and father) stays home to teach and to care for children.
Similarly, a number of homeschooling families are negative about couples who both work and send their children
to public or even parochial schools. There should be a
common respect toward all and the basic decisions that
Christians make while still preserving their Catholic identity.
There is no one perfect formula for raising children. This
is not to ignore the many wrong roads that families might
pursue, especially when faith is eliminated as a factor in
their lives. Children may have been baptized, at the urging of grandparents, but millions have experienced no
faith formation. Such families do not pray together and if
they go to Mass it is limited to Easter and Christmas.
News of scandals in the Church is taken as validation for
the distance they have made with the Church, thus subduing any latent guilt. The children know little to nothing
about Jesus and the saints. I knew one young woman
who was raised in such an environment. She came to see
me (her local priest) when she wanted to get married.
Everything was about the accidentals of the ceremony;
she knew nothing about the value of marriage as a sacrament that pointed to the covenant of Christ with his
Church. I eventually stopped everything to ask a basic
question, “Who is Jesus?” She looked at me with a blank
expression on her face and said, “I suppose he was a nice
man.” That was all she knew. She had no relationship
with the God who came down from heaven, was made
man by the power of the Holy Spirit, and who surrendered his life so that she might know the forgiveness of
sins and eternal life. Her baptism was treated as no more
Volume 2, Issue 4

than magic or spiritual insurance. No follow up had
been made for faith formation. It would be a long process for her to appreciate the third to get married— that
Jesus must be the third ring linking the other two in her
marriage if it were to be a sacrament. Much would
have to be unlearned and the vacuum of ignorance
would have to be filled. I did my best to bring her up to
speed so that she would know the Lord as she should.
He was the Christ and our Savior. Couples sometimes
complain about the six month waiting period before
marriage and the preparation required. However, I not
only think it is essential, it is probably not enough.
Pope Francis has suggested that given the impoverished
faith of people, that marriage preparation should be
more lengthy and in-depth, like RCIA and adult catechetical instructions. We have to break the cycle of ignorance breeding another generation of ignorance.
As an aside, I am sponsoring a Pre-Cana Marriage Preparation at
my parish (Holy Family, Mitchellville, MD) on November 8-9,
2019. Topics will include catechesis on marriage, the biblical principles of marriage, consecrating the home as the “little church,”
the practicalities of married life, the value of children, an introduction to natural family planning and guidance about the ceremonial
and readings. Pass the word to those looking to get married in the
Church.

One of the most devastating errors of modernity is that
religion is peripheral to our lives. No one has time for
prayer and worship but there is always time for work
and play. Sporting activities take precedence over Sunday Mass. Hundreds of dollars will be spent on concerts and ball games but there are complaints about the
five to ten dollars that might be placed in the church
collection plate. Make people mad or say what they do
not want to hear and even those few funds disappear. If
that were not enough, the Church has literally shot herself in the foot with the scandals surrounding clergy.
Not only must families make time for the religious formation of their children, by rights, they should be the
principal educators in the ways of faith. The question
must be raised, “When do you as parents talk about
faith with your children?” While there are parents doing
what they are supposed to do, the response from others
is often convoluted and unclear. Why? It is because
this necessary discussion is rarely or not taking place.
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STATE CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
State Chaplain’s Message By: Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins (Email: Father_Joe1986@msn.com)
Continued From Previous Page
How can we resolve this? I think it is important for families to earmark time to talk about the faith with members. Consider driving and sick time: While Jesus and
the apostles walked from place to place, people today
drive almost everywhere. We also spend a lot of time
each day in automobiles. Hours are spent by many commuting back and forth to work. There are carpools for
children going to school. Families drive to sporting
events, concerts, to vacation sites, etc. While driving in
the car, families can do more than listen to the radio,
play on their tablets or list out-of-state license plates.
Families can turn off the gadgets and take out their rosaries. Praying together is always a fundamental way of
growing in the faith. The mysteries of the rosary are literally signposts to the saving works of Christ. Families
can talk about how things are going in their lives. It
must also be said, especially given accidents, that we
should pray for safety before a trip and render a prayer
of thanks at the end. When I bless cars I invoke the Madonna of the Streets, sometimes humorously retitled,
“Our Lady of the Highways.” There are also customs
that need to be kept while on the road. When encountering a funeral procession, my father would pull over and
we would say a decade of the rosary for the poor soul.
When we saw an ambulance, we would offer a quick

Hail Mary for the sick or hurt person. Whenever we
drove before a Catholic church, we would make the Sign
of the Cross. Who knows, if such habits returned, maybe we would see a decrease in dangerous road rage? If
we must turn on the radio, there is nothing wrong with
adding religious or Christian music to our driving experience. We often look at sick time as time wasted. We
lose work hours and children miss school. But God frequently draws good from evil. No one likes being sick,
but we can still extract something positive from the experience. Indeed, it can become a graced time for spiritual reading, prayer and bonding with children in faith.
It is also an occasion to ponder the sacrifices that Jesus
made to redeem us. Children often think that they are as
invulnerable as the superheroes of comic books. However, in truth our mortality and dependence upon God is
worthy of reflection and a discussion with family members. There is more I would like to say about this, but I
will save it for my next message.
Celebrating our patron this month, remember, that despite faults, Columbus believed he was elected by God
to bring the Gospel to the New World. We share a similar mission.
Fraternally yours,
Fr. Joseph A. Jenkins
Rosary for Life

Almighty God, Our Father, You have given
us life and intended us to have it forever,
grant us Your blessings. Enlighten our minds
to an awareness and to a renewed conviction
that all human life is sacred because it is created in Your image and likeness. Help us to
teach by word and the example of our lives
that life occupies the first place, that human
life is precious because it is the gift of God
whose love is infinite. Give us the strength to
defend human life against every influence or
action that threatens or weakens it, as well as
the strength to make every life more human in
all its aspects.
Give us the grace . . .
When the sacredness of life before birth is
attacked, to stand up and proclaim that no one
has the authority to destroy unborn life.
When a child is described as a burden or is
looked upon only as a means to satisfy an
emotional need, to stand up and insist that
every child is a unique and unrepeatable gift
of God, a gift of God with a right to a loving
and united family.
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When the institution of marriage is abandoned
to human selfishness or reduced to a temporary conditional arrangement that can easily
be terminated, to stand up and affirm the indissolubility of the marriage bond.
When the value of the family is threatened
because of social and economic pressure, to
stand up and reaffirm that the family is necessary not only for the private good of every
person, but also for the common good of every society, nation and state.
When freedom is used to dominate the weak,
to squander natural resources and energy, to
deny basic necessities to people, to stand up
and reaffirm the demands of justice and social
love.
Almighty Father, give us courage to proclaim
the supreme dignity of all human life and
demand that society itself give its protection.
We ask this in Your name, through the redemptive act of Your Son and in the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
(Adapted from Pope John Paul II’s Homily, National Mall, October 7, 1979)
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STATE DEPUTY’S MESSAGE
State Deputy’s Message By: Dale W. Trott (Email: dnltrott@verizon.net)
My Brother Knights & Ladies,
September was a very active
month beginning with the
State sponsored “Family
Picnic” held on Saturday,
September 7th at North Point
State Park. The weather was
absolutely perfect, and we
had a fantastic turnout for
this annual event.
My
thanks to everyone who attended, and I want to especially thank State Picnic
Dale W. Trott
Chairman Buzzy Stockman;
State Deputy
State Family Director, Mike
Little and his fabulous team
of cooks; and, those that donated or contributed to the
success of this event from behind the scenes. We also
had our “Navy Football” tailgate and game on Saturday, September 14th. My thanks to our Chair-Couple,
Bryan & Rhonda Adamczyk, their many helpers and
all who attended. It was a fantastic day of fraternalism
and Navy beat East Carolina handily.
As we bring September to a close and look towards
October, we kick off the month with our State Cruise
Tour. A bunch of us will be setting sail on October 3rd

for the “Fall Foliage” cruise out of Baltimore. Then, on
Saturday, October 6th there will be a special Mass at St.
Leo Church in Little Italy followed by a wreath laying
ceremony at the statue of our namesake, Christopher
Columbus. Sadly, in lieu of the annual parade, the committee in charge decided to incorporate the Mass and
wreath laying ceremony with the Italian Festival being
held that weekend in Little Italy rather than sponsoring
the parade. I hope and pray this decision doesn’t present an opportunity give those who want to do away
with Columbus Day the upper hand. Our premier event,
the Columbus Day Ball will take place on Saturday, October 12th at the BWI Marriott. From what I have heard,
we have another sellout event with maybe one or two
seats left. My congratulations to our Chairmen for their
hard work in making this event so successful. I also
want to congratulate our Program Book Chairmen on an
outstanding job. Linda and I look forward to meeting
you at the Ball. Lastly, for the Columbus Day weekend,
on Monday, October 14th, we will celebrate Columbus
Day at the Columbus Statue in Washington, DC, located
in front of Union Station beginning at 10:45 A.M.
In closing, please continue to put your Faith into Action as you Serve Christ by Serving Others!

Christopher Columbus
Statue at Union Station
Washington, DC

Volume 2, Issue 4
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Membership Director Message By: Ronald G. Hassan (Email: ronaldh246@verizon.com)

Membership

As I write this, Maryland is 19th out
of 75 jurisdictions in the Order for
new member intake. A little over
half way through September that is
a great place to be. We are doing
what needs to be done and I’m excited for what the rest of the year
will bring.
We are now one-fourth of the way
through the fraternal year. You
have already started implementing
your membership plan. How is it
going so far? Has your council recruited at least one new member?
Have you recruited one new member each and every month? If you
have, congratulations and keep up
the good work. Every plan needs to
be reviewed and revised for it to be
effective. As we move out of the
slower months you, too, need to
reexamine your plan and make any
tweaks that will help you be effective and reach your goal.
Last month I mentioned the Delta
Church Drives. I am well aware
that not every council was able to
participate in the August training
conducted by Supreme Regional
Training Director and Past State
Deputy Steve Cohen but he is working to schedule a make up sometime
during October. Make every effort
to participate in this training. I
think this new approach to church
Volume 2, Issue 4

drives will be a game changer. It reduces the stress on everybody involved and has proven to be successful in those jurisdictions where it was
rolled out initially. This is much easier than what we have done in the
past and all the materials are free for
those councils that participate in the
training. What is there to lose???
And there is everything to gain.
I cannot emphasize enough the importance of your church drives in October. Using the Delta Church Drive
model, this is an opportunity for us to
highlight our councils in front of our
parishes. If you haven’t set a date
yet, meet with your Pastor right away
to set a date. Ask him for his assistance with the announcement during
the weekend masses. Nobody in the
parish has more influence over the
parishioners than the Priest. If he endorses you and speaks highly of your
council during a mass, you should
expect that people will want to join
your council.

Using the Delta Church Drive
model, this is an opportunity
for us to highlight our councils in front of our parishes.

Unfortunately, even though we are
off to a great start overall, there are
still 88 councils that have not recruited any new members. It is imperative that if your council is one
of those 88, you take action now to
figure out why and to move forward
with positive steps to recruit new
members. It is not too late and every council is still in position to reach
its membership quota for the year
but you must take action now in order to do that.
I want you to be successful. I
pledge to do whatever I can to help
you be successful. I am only a
phone call or email away. Your Regional Advisor is only a phone call
or email away. Reach out to us and
tell us how we can help you. Moving our Order forward here in Maryland is my mission and my priority.
I just need you to let me know and
I’ll come help you do that in your
part of the state.
Vivat Jesus!

As I’ve made my rounds over the last
few months I can see the determination in most people’s eyes. I think
this is going to be our best year in a
while. I think we are committed to
ensuring our councils and our Order
are made stronger through our membership efforts.
Remember that
membership must be a primary topic
for all Grand Knights and District
Deputies during your reports at the
membership meetings. If the members see that you are excited and
committed then they will be as well.
www.kofc-md.org
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STATE PROGRAMS
Program Director Message By: Bill Van Horn (Email: bvh312@aol.com)

A big thank you goes out to all the District Deputies (DD) and Grand Knights (GK) who got all their Program Activities Reports in by the due date. You have taken the first step in insuring that your council/councils receive a
participation plaque and maybe even win an award at the State Convention at the ocean. October 12 th is the Maryland State Council Premiere social event of the year, the Columbus Day Ball. Hope to see you there!
And now a word from the Directors
Council Activities Director Tom Reumont

Community Activities Director Terry Waters
October is Tootsie Roll month for the intellectually disabled. Have you picked up your tootsie rolls, do you
have everything you need (posters, aprons)? If you
have any questions or need anything contact Intellectually Disabled Program Chairman Yen Lee at 301-8067375 or email yennule@yahoo.com.
Faith Activities Director Lou Woods
Now is the time to get your council necrology ready for
the State Memorial Mass to be held November 17th at
Holy Family Church in Bowie. Please plan for your
council to attend.
Life Activities Director Roger Donnelly
Guidelines for placement of Ultrasound Machines at our
local pregnancy centers is now on the Life Activities
Page of Maryland’s website. Also, I would like to encourage all DD’s, GK’s and their councils to support
our local pregnancy centers. Many 5K runs and other
fundraisers are underway, but it is not just $$$ that our
pregnancy centers require. Reach out to the directors or
activity coordinators who seek assistance for your local
pregnancy centers and offer a Helping Hand.
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You should be wrapping up your Car Raffle Sale so be
sure to get your ticket turn-in form from the State website; the drawing will be held at the Columbus Day Ball
on October 12.
Youth Activities Director Don Tallmadge
Councils who are planning to participate in the Keep
Christ in Christmas poster contest should order their kits
from Supreme as soon as possible. After your kits arrive,
contact your schools, CCD programs and other youth related groups and make them aware of our program. After
selecting the best posters at the council level in each age
group, send them to Chairman Larry Perkins to arrive no
later than December 15th. Remember, this is a first step
in evangelization by teaching our children to recognize
and respect the true meaning of Christmas. Questions?
Contact Larry at 301-655-4104.
Fraternally,

Bill

Bill Van Horn
State Program Director

www.kofc-md.org
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FIRST LADY’S MESSAGE
First Lady’s Message By: Linda Trott
We begin the first day of October
with the feast of St. Therese often
known as “The Little Flower”. We
have a statue of St. Therese in our
home that was given to me when my
aunt passed away many years ago. I
have often prayed to her but decided I wanted to read
more about her life. She was a contemplative nun who
did her “little ways” to follow Jesus before she died at
the young age of 24. She was one of nine children.
Her mother died when she was four and raised mostly
by her sister. Therese became very ill when she was
ten and thought she was dying. Her sisters prayed to
the statue of Mary in her room. Therese also prayed.
She saw Mary smile at her and suddenly she was
cured. Therese and I have something in common.
When she was young Therese would burst into tears
often and would cry because she was crying. This sure
sounded like me as a youngster. Just ask my sister!

Therese’s “little way” of trusting in Jesus and doing
small daily sacrifices instead of great deeds is a reminder to all of us who feel we can do nothing, that it is the
little things that we do that keeps us close to God. Also,
on October 2nd is the feast of The Hoy Guardian Angels.
It commemorates the heavenly guardians who pray for
us unceasingly before the throne of God. The feast is
more than 500 years old.

I recently came across this saying and thought it worth sharing:
The Pumpkin Seeds of Thought
Be unique and stand out
Wherever you go;
spread seeds of joy
with everyone you know.
As you grow and ripen
patch things up and try
to remember when life
gives you pumpkins….
MAKE PUMPKIN PIE!

Visit our page and Like us on Facebook - The Ladies of the Maryland Knights of Columbus 2019
Volume 2, Issue 4
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SUPPORT FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
Program Chairman By: Steve Holowenzak (Email: sholowenzak869@verizon.net)
Bill Newbrough (Email: william.newbrough@cwt.com)

During the 2019 Supreme Convention in Minneapolis Minnesota, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson noted in his annual report
that the persecution of Christians in various countries around
the world has reached “nearly
genocidal levels” In Iraq, the
devastation and hopelessness
facing Christians is extreme. In
the year 2000, Christians in Iraq
numbered approximately 1.5
million. Today, as the result of
armed conflicts, dislocation and ISIS persecution, only 200,000
remain. For those 200,000, the future is uncertain.
Since 2014, the Knights of Columbus have committed over $25
million dollars to direct humanitarian relief efforts in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Egypt including $2 million for the reconstruction and resettlement of Karemles, Iraq. Karemles lies in the
heart of the Nineveh Plain region of central Iraq which is home
to some of the oldest Christian communities on earth. Following the defeat of ISIS, Christians in the Nineveh Plain have returned to burnt out homes and churches, desecrated cemeteries
and mined fields. Their frequent request to their Christian
brothers and sisters in the West is simply this – “Do not forget
about us.”
On Tuesday Sept. 3rd, the Maryland State Council hosted a
briefing on the state of Christian communities of the Nineveh
Plain at Fr. Rosensteel Council 2169 in Silver Spring Maryland.
The briefing was given by Brother Knight John Smith who has
recently joined the Order in large part due to his appreciation of
the Knights relief efforts to support persecuted Christians. Officially, John is “retired” after a long and productive career as a
senior supply chain executive. His extensive experience working to maximize and enhance the productivity of organizations
such as Proctor & Gamble, Havells Sylvania and Kraft Foods is
now focused on bringing hope, recovery and relief to the persecuted Christians of Iraq.
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John and his wife Mary have
long been active in community
affairs. Recently John served
two years as campaign chair of
the United Way in Ontario,
Canada, and today he works on
behalf of the Papal Foundation
“Aid to the Church in Need” in
service to the persecuted Christians of Iraq. During the September 3rd briefing, John provided a unique and high-level
overview of the challenges facing persecuted Christian families and pastors in the region. His
presentation offered a detailed and moving account of relief
efforts and programs designed to provide hope and support for
Christians living in the aftermath of ISIS’s genocidal persecution.
Following the briefing, the Maryland State Council was
pleased to announce a historic initiative designed to bring hope
and relief to persecuted Christians in the Middle East. At the
Supreme Convention in August 2019, the Supreme Knight
challenged all jurisdictions in the Order to adopt a parish located in the Nineveh Plain. The Maryland Jurisdiction is honored
to adopt St. Adday Parish in Karemles Iraq, the town most recently rebuilt by the Knights of Columbus. The pastor of St.
Adday is Chaldean Catholic priest Fr. Thabet Youseff Mekko.
During his 3rd trip to Iraq this summer, Brother John delivered
two Solidarity Crosses to Father Thabet and discussed the idea
of partnering with the Maryland jurisdiction. Father Thabet
was very pleased and grateful for the Knights support and is
eager to share the story of the Christians of Karemles. He
prayed over the two crosses and offered to use them in delivering the final benediction at his next Mass. One of the crosses,
was returned to the Maryland State Deputy as a sign of the
spiritual solidarity between the Christians of Karemles and the
Knights of Maryland.

www.kofc-md.org
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How Will Your Council Celebrate
Columbus Day, 2019?

There continues to be pressure to replace Columbus Day in many communities
and states. Much of the public has become indifferent on the celebration of the
day. It is up to us as Knights of Columbus to publically display our support for
Columbus Day and to proclaim that reasons for which the holiday was established are still relevant today. So, how will your council commemorate the day?
Here are some ideas and opportunities:
Baltimore’s 130th Columbus Day Commemoration– Sunday, October 6, 2019
– Although no parade this year, still plenty of reasons to bring the family and

enjoy the day in Little Italy. Events begin with 9:30 am Mass at St. Leo’s, followed by the wreath laying ceremony at Christopher Columbus Piazza at 11:00
am. You will see many Knights participating in both events with a wreath presented by the Maryland State Council. Then prepare for fun. No one holds a festival like Little Italy. This year’s Italian Heritage Festival will include entertainment, food, drink and activities for the entire family. Vendors! Bocce tournament! Maryland Craft Beer! European
Wine! 5K Race!
Columbus Day Ball – Saturday, October 12, 2019– 7:30 PM, BWI Marriott – All councils are encouraged to purchase and sell ads for the program book to show your support for Columbus Day. Then, don’t miss Maryland State
Council’s premier social event of the year. Come join us for an evening of great food, music, dancing, and fellowship
that celebrates Columbus Day and the accomplishments of the Knights in Maryland as well. There is limited space
available, so don’t delay in making your reservations.
National Columbus Day Ceremony – Monday, October 14, 2019 – 11:00 am, Columbus Memorial Fountain,
Washington, DC – This ceremony is the official commemoration of Columbus Day jointly sponsored by the National
Christopher Columbus Assn and the National Park Service. The KofC 4th Degree Color Corps contributes to the pageantry of the ceremony that includes the Joint Armed Forces Honor Guard, United States Marine Band, and Presidential and Mayoral Proclamations. The program is not only patriotic, but educational. Come as a council and bring the
families.
Other ideas? – Here are a few that your council can do.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hold a Christopher Columbus/Columbus Day trivia contest.
Good of the Order presentation on Columbus/Columbus Day. You can make it a series.
A council Columbus Day ball/dinner.
Insert a church bulletin announcement or page with Columbus Day facts.
Have a Columbus Day display with information available at your parish
Hold a membership drive in honor of Columbus Day – Admissions Degree
Invite a speaker on Columbus and Columbus Day to a meeting – Open it to families.
Do not let Columbus Day go by without your council commemorating this important holiday!

For More Ideas and Information:
Steve Upton, Columbus Day General Chairman steve.upton@christophercolumbus.org
Volume 2, Issue 4
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REFLECTIONS

LeRoy Carhart: The Evolution of a Late-Term Abortionist
Reflections By: Larry P. Grayson (Email: lpgrayson@verizon.net)
In February 2013, Jennifer Morbelli traveled
from New York to Germantown, Maryland,
to terminate her 33-week pregnancy. She met
with LeRoy Carhart, one of only a few doctors in the nation who perform abortions
through the third trimester. He administered
an injection on Sunday to kill the baby. On
Wednesday, after he delivered the dead child,
Jennifer went to a nearby hotel to rest. Like
Tia Parks, her condition worsened, and that
night she was taken to a nearby hospital
where she died, having suffered massive internal bleeding. The emergency-room physician had been unable to contact Carhart to
learn what had taken place. He had flown to
Nebraska where he planned to perform more
abortions the following day.
Carhart, who uses terms such as justice, love
and respect in his advertising, does not delude
himself. He knows that he kills babies for a
living. In a 2019 interview with the BBC, he
was asked: “And you don’t have a problem
with killing a baby?” to which he responded,
“Absolutely not. I have no problem if it’s in
the mother’s uterus.” How does one develop
such callousness toward human life? Consider the career of this abortionist.
LeRoy Carhart received a medical degree
while serving in the U.S. Air Force and upon
retirement in 1985 opened a family practice
in Bellevue, Nebraska. It was not financially
successful, so in 1988 he spent several
months learning to do abortions, a procedure
he was introduced to in medical school. For
the next several years, he worked as a “circuit
rider,” performing abortions in several states.
Shortly after a fire at his home in 1991, allegedly started by anti-abortion protesters, he
decided, “I wasn’t just going to be a provider.
I was going to be an activist.” That decision
has driven his subsequent life.
In 1998, he began commuting to Wichita,
Kansas, to work as an associate physician
with George Tiller, a pioneer in late-term
abortions. When Nebraska passed a law banning partial-birth abortions, Carhart sued the
state, and in 2000 the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that the statute was unconstitutional.
Congress then enacted the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003. Carhart again brought
suit, but this time the Supreme Court upheld
the ban.
When Tiller was murdered in 2009 by Scott
Roeder, an anti-abortion fanatic with a psychiatric history, Carhart promptly announced
that he would carry on his legacy by perform-
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ing later-term abortions in his facility in
Bellevue. Nebraska lawmakers, not wanting the state to become an abortion hub,
passed a law the following year banning
most abortions 20 weeks after conception.
Carhart could have moved across the river
into Iowa, where abortion regulations
were less stringent. “But,” he said, “I
wouldn’t give Right to Life the satisfaction of saying they cut the abortion rate in
Omaha by a third.”
Rather, in defiance, he set up shop in Maryland, where abortions can be performed
in all nine months of pregnancy and became a contract abortionist at a practice in
Germantown while continuing his business in Nebraska. Since then, he has flown
every few days to perform abortions in
both states each week.
From the day Carhart opened his doors in
Maryland in December 2010, there has
been a year-round vigil of prayer and
peaceful public witness near his clinic.
Catholic parishes, bishops and priests,
Protestant congregations and pastors, national and local pro-life leaders, and people of all ages have come to pray for an
end to the killing.
After almost seven years in Germantown,
a pro-life group bought the practice in
September 2017 and immediately shut it
down. The following month, Carhart relocated to Bethesda, Maryland, where abortions and the weekly prayerful opposition
continue.
Carhart engages in his gruesome business
with an impassive view of life. In 1997, he
testified in a U.S. district court that he
sometimes dismembered late-stage infants
while they were alive, for he could “see
the fetal heartbeat on the ultrasound.”
In the 2019 BBC interview, he said that he
“loves his job” and is proud to perform
late-term abortions. He fought against the
federal partial-birth abortion ban because
he saw no moral difference between killing a partially delivered baby and one still
in the womb. The point he misses is the
immorality of killing an unborn child in
the first place.
Carhart presents himself as a specialist in
“second- and third-trimester abortion
care.” He performs the procedure after 28
weeks, well into the period when an unborn child can feel pain, has a significant
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chance of survival if delivered, and when
most abortionists will not operate.
He advertises “that the care our patients
receive is high quality, safe and tailored to
their specific health needs.” His practice,
however, is not safe. At least two women
died, and several dozen others have been
rushed to nearby hospitals for emergency
treatments after abortions at his facilities.
He speaks of “care” and “compassion.” Yet,
in an almost ghoulish fashion, Carhart provides women with an opportunity to bond
with their dead infants, as if they died naturally instead of being deliberately killed. He
offers his patients a remembrance “of the
precious time with (sic) you and your baby
had together.” They can hold their aborted
children, obtain photographs, footprints and
memorial certificates, and request spiritual
accommodations before the babies are disposed of as biohazards.
In spite of public opinion, protests, petitions
to the state medical board, lawsuits, a congressional investigation into his practices,
and being evicted five times because “of a
change of heart of the landlord,” 78-yearold Carhart tenaciously continues. He works
full time providing abortions, teaching other
providers the techniques of first- and second
-trimester abortions, and acting as a consultant to abortion facilities nationwide.
While abortion practices are closing
throughout the country, Carhart is looking
to expand his business. In August 2019, a
senior staff member at his Bethesda facility
said, “We have patients from all across the
country and all across the world.” The staff
is preparing to assist even more women, she
continued. “If people want to get an abortion, they are going to have an abortion.”
Some may consider the pro-life efforts to be
ineffective, but individuals come to pray
outside of the facilities even if only to save
one life. Grace Morrison, who led the weekly prayer services in Germantown, said,
“We do not know God’s plan or the effects
of our presence, but we do know that it is
our responsibility to be here. If we are not,
more babies will die. We have seen that
there is an abundance of grace available at
this place of great darkness, as we have witnessed many miracle and conversions.”
Abortionists may continue to kill babies, but
those who are pro-life will pray and stand in
opposition.
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For Information or to make a reservation please contact

Tom Firestone (240) 753-5200
firestonetr@gmail.com

Joe Maher (410) 598-4463
itmaher@comcast.net
Please Remit All Funds to Joe:
3778 London Bridge Road
Sykesville, MD 21784

Discounted Hotel Rooms Available: Please contact the hotel directly
- 1 king or 2 doubles - $122.00 (plus taxes)
- 1 king or 2 doubles with breakfast for 2 - $162.00 (plus taxes)
Marriott Guest Reservations (410) 859-8300 or (800) 228-9290 (Mention: Knights of Columbus)
To participate in the Group Hotel Rate your reservations must be made by 3:00 PM September 21, 2019
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OCTOBER - 2019
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE

GENERAL

3-12 State Fall Foliage Cruise
05 Financial Secretary Seminar - St. Michael’s of Poplar Spring Council
10525, Mount Airy, MD
06
Columbus Day Commemoration, Wreath Laying, Columbus Plaza,
Little Italy, Baltimore, MD
12
Columbus Day Ball, BWI Marriott Hotel
14
Columbus Day Celebration, Union Station, Washington, DC
19
ADW District 4th Degree Exemplification, St. Francis Xavier Catholic
Church, 2800 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, Washington, DC
26
State Council “Fall” Meeting, National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Emmitsburg, MD
31
Halloween

DATE
01
01
03
10
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
17
17
17
21
22
23
23
23
23
23
23
23
24

ADMISSION DEGREES
Fr. McManus Council 7941, Chester, MD, 7:30 7:30 PM
St. Peter the Apostle Council 13290, Libertytown, MD 7:30 PM
St. Bartholomew Council 9127, Manchester, MD 8:00 PM
St. Ignatius Council 9729, Hickory, MD 7:30 PM
St. Joan of Arc Council 12054, Ridgley, MD 7:30 PM
St. Michael the Archangel Council 15084, Silver Spring, MD 7:30 PM
Patuxent Council 2203, Laurel, MD 7:30 PM
Rock Creek Council 2797, Bethesda, MD 8:00 PM
St. Anthony’s Council 7870, North Beach, MD 7:30 PM
St. Francis Xavier the Missionary Council 10957, Newtowne, 7:30 PM
Pope John Paul the Great Council 13859, Middle River, MD 7:00 PM
Holy Ghost Council 11484, Issue, MD 7:30 PM
Fr. Bernard Harding Council 12180, Jessup, MD 7:30 PM
St. Alphonsus Rodriguez Council 13294, Woodstock, MD 7:30 PM
Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe Council 11372, Abingdon, MD 7:30 PM
Fr. Horace McKenna Council 11024, Germantown, MD 8:00 PM
St. Michael’s Council 2065, Ridge, MD 7:30 PM
Archbishop Francis Keough Council 5263, Odenton, MD 7:00 PM
Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council 6793, Olney, MD 7:30 PM
Msgr. Raymond Kelly Council 10966, Pasadena, MD 7:00 PM
Archbishop Keough Council 5263, Odenton, MD 7:00 PM
Monsignor Wells Council 13008, Silver Spring, MD 7:45 PM
San Oscar Amulfo Romero Council 17192, Hyattsville, MD 7:00 PM
(IN SPANISH)
Sacred Heart Council 2577, Bowie, MD 7:00 PM

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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OCTOBER - 2019
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
DATE
24
28
30
31

DATE

ADMISSION DEGREES
San Juan Neumann Council 16611, Baltimore, MD 7:00 PM
(IN SPANISH)
Prince Georges Council 2809, College Park, MD 8:00 PM
Fr. O’Neill Council 4011, Lutherville, MD 8:00 PM
St. Pius X Council 4076, Forestville, MD 7:00 PM

FORMATION DEGREES

15
15
15
16

St, John’s Council 1622, Frederick, MD (Follows Admission Degree)
St. Anthony’s Council 7870, North Beach, MD (Follows Admission Degree)
St. Timothy Council 12255, Walkersville, MD 7:30 PM
Immaculate Lady Council 5208, Glyndon, MD 7:30 PM

17
17
23

St. Francis DeSales Council 3489, Salisbury, MD 7:30 PM
Belair Council 4714, Belair, MD 7:30 PM
Archbishop Francis Keough Council 5263, Odenton, MD (Follow
Admission Degree)

26

Fr. Maurice J. Wolfe Council 11372, Abingdon, MD 8:00 PM

DATE
11
18

KNIGHTHOOD DEGREES
Knights of Fatima Council 10137, Baltimore, MD 7:30 PM
Calvert Council 11372, Abingdon, MD 8:00 PM

CANDIDATES MUST ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO ALL DEGREES!!!
CHECK STATE WEBSITE FOR UPDATES.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
STATE NEWSLETTER

VISIT THE NEWLY
DESIGNED
MARYLAND STATE
COUNCIL’S WEBSITE AT

Official Publication of the
Maryland State Council
Published Monthly
906-C Washington Road
Westminster, Maryland 21157

http://www.kofc-md.org

State Deputy ………………………Dale W. Trott
dnltrott@verizon.net (410) 507-9772

A New Video Produced By The
Knights of Columbus
kofc.org

State Secretary ……………………Vince Grauso
vgrauso@yahoo.com (410) 340-5216
State Treasurer ……………Christopher L. Powers
ChrisPowersKofC@gmail.com (301) 481-7208
State Advocate ……………Anthony N. Salvemini
a.ns@comcast.net (240) 472-7645
State Warden ……………………John F. Winfrey
JWinfrey@verizon.net (301) 345-3794
Executive Secretary ……………Romeo Gauthier
KofC-MD@verizon.net (443) 821-3811

STATE NEWSLETTER
Editor . . . . . . . . Vernon Hawkins, Jr.
1706 Terrapin Hills Drive
Mitchellville, MD 20721
vhawkinsjr@aol.com
(301) 336-0284
301-350-7316 (FAX)
Photographer . . . . . . . . . John Fox
Photographer . . . . . Bill McMahon
Photographer . . . .Mel Washington
Where social media is more prevalent than ever, the Knights of Columbus Maryland State Council will be providing more state related
updates via these platforms, such as Facebook, with the intent to
keep all members and their families informed. Maryland State
Council will also use these platforms to post event photographs
from state events! We encourage all to follow us on our Facebook
and Instagram pages.
The new Facebook page not to replace the community-group established in the past. Members and their families should also continue
to connect to this page for events in within your specific council and
community; however, all official communication from your elected
Maryland Officers will be posted to the official MD State page.
Facebook
Knights of Columbus - Maryland Councils United
https://www.facebook.com/KOCofMDUnited/

EDITOR’S CORNER
This newsletter: The Maryland State Council
Newsletter is formatted to provide you with
information and to show you what’s getting
done and who’s doing it. Its purpose is to keep
you informed as to Supreme, State and Council aspects of the Knights of Columbus. We
also want everyone to know of the good things
happening, and perhaps to learn something
new along the way about our Church, our Order, and our Founder.
Also, we invite Councils, Chapters, Assemblies, and Fourth Degree elements to submit
highlights of their respective accomplishments
to the Public Relations Director, Richard
Boehm (rboehm2577@msn.com) for posting
on our social media platforms.

LADIES AUXILIARY
Instagram
koc_md_united
https://www.instagram.com/koc_md_united/
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Chairlady . . . . . . . . . . . Beth Ward
baward2006@gmail.com (301) 873-4015
Co-Chairlady. . . . . . . . Cynthia Santiago
Csantiago_pagan@hotmail.com (267) 252-5020
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